
I would like to nominate one of my colleagues, Frances Fuller, LCSW.  Frances works for Socorro Schools 

in Socorro, New Mexico. Frances provides therapeutic services for students in Socorro Schools. She has 

developed educational plans that meet student's mental health and behavioral needs in order to 

support their academic success. Frances has recently developed a protocol for her schools in terms of 

students with suicidal ideation. She collaborated with school staff and administrators to develop a 

protocol that envelops crisis management while protecting the student and providing for their needs.  

Last week, a student with suicidal ideation was identified and assessed by Frances. Her admin team did 

not want her to act upon the statement made by the student. After educating the school administration 

on risks and obligatory/mandated reporting, she continued to intervene on the student’s behalf. Frances 

did what was right and ethical and acted with such integrity. After attempting to contact the parent (this 

student is a homeless student, so there was no home information on file at the school), she went to find 

the parent with the resource officer and did a home visit and located contact information for the parent. 

When that didn't work, she did a CYFD referral and contacted local police so that the student did not go 

untreated in their fragile emotional state. Frances went above and beyond for the well-being of this 

student and acted with such integrity. She is the epitome of an ethical social worker/therapist in the 

schools. 

 Frances has recently implemented a program in the schools that she works with that teaches students 

self-regulation and self-calming skills. This is such a needed skill in our children today. Her focus is on 

attending to the emotional needs of students so that they can function, express their thoughts and 

feelings, as well as to self-regulate and have a safe place to share their thoughts and feelings. These 

things, in turn, lead to more academic success in the schools. Frances is an advocate for students, 

parents, and teachers and goes above and beyond her job duties while maintaining superb ethics and 

professional boundaries. Frances makes herself available for the colleagues that she supervises and 

helps them to develop plans for students that are therapeutic, ethical, professional, and individualized. 

Frances also invests in her own life-long learning process and is always seeking out new evidenced-

based treatment modalities to utilize within the school setting.  

I could write so much more about why Frances is a true HERO. She is a great clinician and role model for 

everyone that she comes into contact with, and an inspiration to everyone. 

 


