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THE ART GARAGE HIRES FIRST EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Green Bay, WI – Cedar Center Arts, Inc. DBA The Art Garage is excited to announce the addition of 
Tania Spofford as Executive Director. 
 
Spofford has spent most of her 23 years in Green Bay working in nonprofit leadership and development 
roles throughout northeast Wisconsin, recently serving as Executive Director for United Way 
Manitowoc County. Under her leadership, United Way Manitowoc County experienced positive 
improvements where she successfully turned around the organization in 18 months by reducing 
expenses and implementing strategic HR initiatives that eliminated staff turnover. This allowed the 
organization to strengthen programs, align with new strategic directions, and operate more efficiently. 
 
“I am so thrilled to be joining Cedar Center Arts and The Art Garage as their new Executive Director,” 
said Tania Spofford. “I will use the experience I’ve gained leading non-profit organizations and my love 
for the arts to further engage the Green Bay community and enhance the arts culture. I love being 
around artists and performers, the energy they bring to whatever they do is contagious! I’m excited to 
see what the future holds and look forward to growing Cedar Center Arts and The Art Garage into a 
stronger, thriving arts center.” 
 
Spofford holds a Master’s in organizational change leadership from UW-Platteville, a Bachelor’s in art 
from UW-Whitewater, and several certifications in organizational leadership and development. Her 
combination of financial, non-profit, operational, and marketing experience makes her uniquely poised to 
help drive the future growth of Cedar Center Arts and The Art Garage. Spofford’s appointment comes 
at a time when the center has been searching for stability and sustainability, focused on developing a 
strategic plan to provide expanded visual, performing, and literary arts and deeper efforts to meet 
community needs. Despite a global pandemic, The Art Garage saw a year of progress and positive 
transformations, including advanced workshop programming and an updated website featuring a virtual 
gallery. Hiring an Executive Director was the natural next step in the organization’s plan for growth.  
 
“Tania is such a wonderful fit for The Art Garage with her non-profit leadership and marketing 
background as well as her love for the arts,” said Jill Huguet, Board President. “Our board is confident 
that Tania will elevate our organization by leading our commitment of being a creative outlet for the 
community, a space for budding and established local artists, while also continuing to offer access to the 
arts for all.” 
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ABOUT CEDAR CENTER ARTS, INC. / THE ART GARAGE 

 
Cedar Center Arts, Inc. is the nonprofit operator of The Art Garage. Our mission is to encourage an 
appreciation for and participation in the visual, performing, and literary arts. We strive to be a space for 
both emerging and established artists where people can participate in meaningful arts experiences 
through educational programs, gallery exhibitions, live performances, and community events. Our vision 
is for the arts to be recognized as an integral part of each person’s life and essential to vibrant 
community growth and prosperity. As a creative hub anchoring the east side of Green Bay’s Arts 
District, The Art Garage was founded in 2006 by local artists who were seeking a unique, creative space. 
In 2015, with the support of donors, volunteers, and local business owners, The Art Garage purchased 
the 100-year-old former canning factory at 1429 Main Street, where it is currently located. Visit 
www.theartgarage.org for more information.  

 
 


