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78 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RH

www.thesreepurvillage.org • info@thesreepurvillage.org • Tel: 020 8658 7585

Get in touch
Telephone 020 8658 7585

The Sreepur Village, 78 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4RH

Emma Cole, Fundraising Manager at: fundraising@sreepurvillage.org or 07824 825600
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you would prefer to receive the electronic  

version by email please contact us at the email/telephone number above.

2016 was a good year for fundraising with so many of you supporting us with your kindness 
and generosity.  We had Crowdfunding for our 24 hour helpline project (see below for update), 
The Christmas Big Give raised over £7,000 and we must especially thank Andrea Bennett, 
James Neilson, Mark Walters, Martin Pool, Douglas Holliday and Bernadine Pritchett – without 
your pledges we would not have been accepted to participate. 

Carol Concert
In December we held our first carol 
concert at St-Giles-in-the-Field in Central 
London.  MyCoolSingers performed 
with a medley of Christmas songs, 
followed by carols led by the church 
choir – both groups were amazing 
and bought a fantastic atmosphere to 
the beautiful church. With donations 
towards the refreshments we managed 
to raise £1,200 in total. Thank you to all 
who attended. We want to know your 
ideas for our 2017 get together. Should 
we hold another carol concert or a 
meet and greet with our trustees? Let us by emailing  
emma@sreepurvillage.org to register your interest. 

**FEBRUARY SALE**
Throughout February we will be offering deals on our handmade cards. We still have a 
small stock of our Christmas cards for sale which we will be offering at Buy One Get One 
Free, so £14.75 for 32 cards instead of 16. 

We will also be selling our all occasion cards in packs of four for £3.50 reduced from £6. 
See our website for more information or contact Emma. Please note specific designs 
cannot be guaranteed.

Both sale prices include p&p.

24 hour Telephone Helpline for Tongi
Thanks to the generosity of people who 
donated via our crowdfunding site, we set up 
a pilot telephone helpline on 1st December 
for the street children in Tongi.  The helpline 
is manned 24-hours-a-day and works 
with the assistance of local child-support 
specialists and the children themselves. 
This telephone number has been given to 
a number of the street children and they 
can pass it to any adult so that help can be 
summoned quickly.  If this scheme proves to 
be successful in helping children in serious 
situations, then we will expand it across the 
area.  So far we have taken four cases.  Sadly 
one boy died before we took the call.

• Case 1 - 13 years old; was admitted to 
Government Heart hospital in Dhaka with 

serious heart pain and died after 7 days 
(19th December 2016).

• Case 2 - 17 years old; admitted to Tongi 
hospital after train accident, which was 
not serious. Was released after 3 days and 
returned to the street. Now doing well.

• Case 3 - 9 years old; cut right hand under 
a train and immediately admitted in the 
Pangu (Orthopaedic) hospital in Dhaka. He 
is now under treatment. Operation and 
skin graft has been done on his arm. He 
will be released in next week and maybe 
into the care of Sreepur. 

• Case 4 - 12 years old; had train accident
and was seriously injured in the leg,
but no broken skin or bone. He also 
under treatment in Pangu (Orthopaedic)
hospital in Dhaka.

Nevertheless, the program isn’t just about 
action. It’s about research for the future. 
The team involved will also record data on 
each incident. The idea is that by compiling 
a map and reports on where injuries have 
occurred and where and how treatment has 
been delivered, Sreepur will guide future 
support efforts. In basic terms, if Sreepur and 
other charities know where most injuries are 
occurring, they’ll be able to target resources 
more effectively later.  

Data Protection
I’m sure you have heard many stories in 
the media recently about how Charities 
communicate with their supporters and raise 
money. We want to assure you that we are 
committed to every one of you, without whom 
we wouldn’t be able to provide our services. 
The trust of our supporters is paramount to 
us and we would like to confirm the following:  
We NEVER share, swap or sell your details; we 
ALWAYS give you a choice on how we contact 
you; we do all we can to ENSURE that we 
comply with the law and the Fundraising Code 
of Practice; we PROMISE to treat you with an 
excellent donor experience. If you feel in any 
way that this is not the case please contact 
Emma who will ensure that your preferences 
are recorded and adhered to.

Free Donations whilst you Shop with

Did you know that you can help The 
Sreepur Village raise funds for FREE 
just by shopping online? Now, every 
time you shop online via Give as you 
Live at 4,000+ top retailers including 
Amazon, eBay, John Lewis and Expedia, 
a FREE donation will be made to us and 
it won't cost you a penny extra!  Go to 
www.giveasyoulive.com and search 
for Sreepur Village. We currently have 
49 people supporting us with £769.89 
raised in 2016.  Imagine what could be 
raised if everyone shopped this way??



The project has been a huge part of my life 
since my mother first travelled to Bangladesh 
in 1977, and I have probably met many of 
you, the supporters, during the years as 
my mother has asked me to carry various 
objects or provide basic IT support. I have 
had the pleasure of spending most of the last 
3 years at the village (this week is my 3-year 
anniversary of arriving), fulfilling a life goal set 
over 23 years ago, when I left Bangladesh in 
1993 after volunteering at another project for 
6 months. Whilst I have returned, for short 
periods, to Bangladesh frequently over the 
years, this time I originally came for a year 
but the village has a way of grabbing you and 
making you want to stay. I am employed as 
the project’s Child Development Specialist 
as I spent 15 years working as a teacher in 
schools in Inner London with specialism 
in the Early Years (0-5 years old), Child 
Protection and Inclusion. 

The following is a typical Tuesday.

Sunlight streaming through my window 
wakes me up around 6am; I leave my room 
and go for a walk around the project, taking 
advantage of the brick path that was recently 
built so the mothers and children can 
regularly exercise. The early morning sun and 
the lush greens of the plants is a wonderful 
sight and a great way to clear my sleepy head 
whilst the rest of the project wakes up. 

The length of this perimeter walk is about 
a kilometre so I am trying to see how many 
circuits I can do in 30 minutes, I can do 2 now 
and would like to get to 3 (but I blame the 
fact I like to stop and appreciate the nature 
rather than my lack of effort!)

After normal life tasks (shower, food, and a 
cup of tea) I go to Assembly at 8.30, which 
is the start of the day for children and staff. 
The children do some exercises which, much 
to the amusement of my colleagues, I join in 
with some and then we all sing the (first verse 
of the) Bangladeshi National Anthem (which, 
again to the amusement of my colleagues, I 
know but do not fully understand). I miss the 
morning briefing as whilst my Bangla is good, 
it is not that good.

And so, my day starts in earnest. My first job 
is to go and spend time with the youngest 
children at the project and the mothers 
who supervise them. Three years ago we 
prioritised the play opportunities for these 
children, as we changed the length of stay for 

the families to three years and realised that 
some children coming to live with us would 
never enter the school. 

So, we now have a play programme that 
we run for 2 hours every day that allows 
the children to learn and develop through 
play and helps the mothers to develop their 
parenting skills. 

The sessions are supervised by Sadiya, our 
Early Childhood Support Worker, Piara, the 
Programme Organiser for baby House (who 
incidentally joined us as a mother back in 
Indira Road before we moved to Sreepur) and 
Halima, (another ex-mother) who also helps 
in Baby House. At 10 o’clock we sing a song 
I learnt in England called ‘On Bonfire Night’ 
that the children love, much to their mothers’ 
bewilderment as the children join in and 
it is in English. Only on Tuesdays, we finish 
with a small version of the project’s Cleaning 
Programme - tidy up time. At 10.30 I go to 
the shop near the entrance to the project 
that is run by the mothers and have a cup of 
tea and some chanachur (we call it Bombay 
Mix, I believe).

After this I play 
with some 
children on my 
way back to my 
office, as the 
school tiffin break 
is from 10.40 
until 11.10, which 
usually involves 
some form of 
physical play and 
a lot of laughter; 

this play is especially important due to the 
lack of male play partners available to these 
children at a critical stage in their lives. I 
usually end up chasing the stragglers back 
into class.

Then comes the less interesting bit… office 

work. As the time I stay here lengthens it 
seems I end up with more paperwork as we 
develop and oversee different agendas (Pat 
assures me the same was true for her). This 
is great as it means the local staff are taking 
more responsibility for the management 
of the project but means I spend less 
time with the mothers and children (who, 
unsurprisingly, are much more interesting 
and fun to be around than paperwork). 
The staff know that I am in my office during 
these times and so I usually end up in 
consultations with staff or review meetings 
on some of the safeguarding interventions 
we have developed over the last year to 
help the parents keep their children safe. 
If not in these meetings I always seem to 
have enough work to last me until lunch 
at 1.30pm. I must admit if I get bored I do 
go and wander around the project and 
find something else to do from cutting 
vegetables in the kitchen (I am not very 
good, but improving!) to playing with the 
babies.

I eat in the staff dining room each day 
(except Friday when Pat treats me with 
lunch at her house) and so my diet tends 
to consist of rice, rice and more rice with 
seasonal vegetables and eggs. I eat with my 
hand which is surprisingly easy once you 
get the hang of it, although I am still unable 
to master eating fish due to the number of 
small bones. I return to the office around 
2pm to check my personal emails, etc. (if 
the electricity has not decided to stop…
which can happen a lot here).

The afternoon starts at 2.30pm and I tend 
to do direct work with children, mothers, 

or staff during this time. Every Tuesday I 
help run the parenting programme for the 
mothers in Baby House; we are currently 
creating a 10-session programme (run over 
20 weeks) to help the mothers develop their 
parenting skills with young children. The 
programme focuses on responsive caregiving 
as the basis of an effective mother-child 
relationship and the development of 
play skills (using elements of The Solihull 
Approach for those of you who are 
interested). These sessions are extremely 
interesting as we get the mothers to talk 
about their children and their experiences 
of them, identifying what their child does 
that makes them happy (and what their child 
does that challenges them!) and to share 
strategies as their children range from 3 
months to 4/5 years old. We also play with 
the toys that the children use to develop the 
mothers’ knowledge of them and practice 
the language they can use in the morning 
play sessions. 

There tends to be a lot of discussion (and 
laughter) in these sessions which is exactly 
what we want; the mothers can be the 
best resource and support for each other in 
the daily challenge of parenting (although 
Sadiya, Piara, Halima and Rina do an amazing 
job too!) At the end of the session we (the 
staff) review the session and plan the next 
week’s session based on what we felt went 
well and what did not go so well.

On other days I work with the school as we 
are currently restructuring our school (again 
in response to the change in the length of 
stay). To find out more about that you should 
keep your eyes on the SPP blog (https://
sreepurvillageblog.wordpress.com) as our 
communication coordinator is going to write 
a post in the near future about the changes 
we decided on and why we made them. 

At 5pm I go for a cup of tea in the clinic with 
some of the staff who have worked here the 
longest; I think they feel they need to look 
after me as they phone me if I do not come 
to remind me that I am supposed to be with 
them and they are always have some form 
of snack to feed me when I arrive. After this 
I go to the Physiotherapy room to do some 
exercises in the gym we have there, before 
returning to the office to plan what I will do 
on the following day. At that point my day is 
over…I go back to my room, read a little, go 
for dinner at 8.00pm and then to bed (after a 
shower) at 9.30pm. On Sundays I Skype with 
my Mum (in lieu of a roast dinner!)

Mat Silvester - A Day in My Life at Sreepur (Tuesday)
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and generosity.  We had Crowdfunding for our 24 hour helpline project (see below for update), 
The Christmas Big Give raised over £7,000 and we must especially thank Andrea Bennett, 
James Neilson, Mark Walters, Martin Pool, Douglas Holliday and Bernadine Pritchett – without 
your pledges we would not have been accepted to participate. 

Carol Concert
In December we held our first carol 
concert at St-Giles-in-the-Field in Central 
London.  MyCoolSingers performed 
with a medley of Christmas songs, 
followed by carols led by the church 
choir – both groups were amazing 
and bought a fantastic atmosphere to 
the beautiful church. With donations 
towards the refreshments we managed 
to raise £1,200 in total. Thank you to all 
who attended. We want to know your 
ideas for our 2017 get together. Should 
we hold another carol concert or a 
meet and greet with our trustees? Let us by emailing  
emma@sreepurvillage.org to register your interest. 

**FEBRUARY SALE**
Throughout February we will be offering deals on our handmade cards. We still have a 
small stock of our Christmas cards for sale which we will be offering at Buy One Get One 
Free, so £14.75 for 32 cards instead of 16. 

We will also be selling our all occasion cards in packs of four for £3.50 reduced from £6. 
See our website for more information or contact Emma. Please note specific designs 
cannot be guaranteed.

Both sale prices include p&p.

24 hour Telephone Helpline for Tongi
Thanks to the generosity of people who 
donated via our crowdfunding site, we set up 
a pilot telephone helpline on 1st December 
for the street children in Tongi.  The helpline 
is manned 24-hours-a-day and works 
with the assistance of local child-support 
specialists and the children themselves. 
This telephone number has been given to 
a number of the street children and they 
can pass it to any adult so that help can be 
summoned quickly.  If this scheme proves to 
be successful in helping children in serious 
situations, then we will expand it across the 
area.  So far we have taken four cases.  Sadly 
one boy died before we took the call.

• Case 1 - 13 years old; was admitted to 
Government Heart hospital in Dhaka with 

serious heart pain and died after 7 days 
(19th December 2016).

• Case 2 - 17 years old; admitted to Tongi 
hospital after train accident, which was 
not serious. Was released after 3 days and 
returned to the street. Now doing well.

• Case 3 - 9 years old; cut right hand under 
a train and immediately admitted in the 
Pangu (Orthopaedic) hospital in Dhaka. He 
is now under treatment. Operation and 
skin graft has been done on his arm. He 
will be released in next week and maybe 
into the care of Sreepur. 

• Case 4 - 12 years old; had train accident
and was seriously injured in the leg,
but no broken skin or bone. He also 
under treatment in Pangu (Orthopaedic)
hospital in Dhaka.

Nevertheless, the program isn’t just about 
action. It’s about research for the future. 
The team involved will also record data on 
each incident. The idea is that by compiling 
a map and reports on where injuries have 
occurred and where and how treatment has 
been delivered, Sreepur will guide future 
support efforts. In basic terms, if Sreepur and 
other charities know where most injuries are 
occurring, they’ll be able to target resources 
more effectively later.  

Data Protection
I’m sure you have heard many stories in 
the media recently about how Charities 
communicate with their supporters and raise 
money. We want to assure you that we are 
committed to every one of you, without whom 
we wouldn’t be able to provide our services. 
The trust of our supporters is paramount to 
us and we would like to confirm the following:  
We NEVER share, swap or sell your details; we 
ALWAYS give you a choice on how we contact 
you; we do all we can to ENSURE that we 
comply with the law and the Fundraising Code 
of Practice; we PROMISE to treat you with an 
excellent donor experience. If you feel in any 
way that this is not the case please contact 
Emma who will ensure that your preferences 
are recorded and adhered to.

Free Donations whilst you Shop with

Did you know that you can help The 
Sreepur Village raise funds for FREE 
just by shopping online? Now, every 
time you shop online via Give as you 
Live at 4,000+ top retailers including 
Amazon, eBay, John Lewis and Expedia, 
a FREE donation will be made to us and 
it won't cost you a penny extra!  Go to 
www.giveasyoulive.com and search 
for Sreepur Village. We currently have 
49 people supporting us with £769.89 
raised in 2016.  Imagine what could be 
raised if everyone shopped this way??
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2016 was a good year for fundraising with so many of you supporting us with your kindness 
and generosity.  We had Crowdfunding for our 24 hour helpline project (see below for update), 
The Christmas Big Give raised over £7,000 and we must especially thank Andrea Bennett, 
James Neilson, Mark Walters, Martin Pool, Douglas Holliday and Bernadine Pritchett – without 
your pledges we would not have been accepted to participate. 

Carol Concert
In December we held our first carol 
concert at St-Giles-in-the-Field in Central 
London.  MyCoolSingers performed 
with a medley of Christmas songs, 
followed by carols led by the church 
choir – both groups were amazing 
and bought a fantastic atmosphere to 
the beautiful church. With donations 
towards the refreshments we managed 
to raise £1,200 in total. Thank you to all 
who attended. We want to know your 
ideas for our 2017 get together. Should 
we hold another carol concert or a 
meet and greet with our trustees? Let us by emailing  
emma@sreepurvillage.org to register your interest. 

**FEBRUARY SALE**
Throughout February we will be offering deals on our handmade cards. We still have a 
small stock of our Christmas cards for sale which we will be offering at Buy One Get One 
Free, so £14.75 for 32 cards instead of 16. 

We will also be selling our all occasion cards in packs of four for £3.50 reduced from £6. 
See our website for more information or contact Emma. Please note specific designs 
cannot be guaranteed.

Both sale prices include p&p.

24 hour Telephone Helpline for Tongi
Thanks to the generosity of people who 
donated via our crowdfunding site, we set up 
a pilot telephone helpline on 1st December 
for the street children in Tongi.  The helpline 
is manned 24-hours-a-day and works 
with the assistance of local child-support 
specialists and the children themselves. 
This telephone number has been given to 
a number of the street children and they 
can pass it to any adult so that help can be 
summoned quickly.  If this scheme proves to 
be successful in helping children in serious 
situations, then we will expand it across the 
area.  So far we have taken four cases.  Sadly 
one boy died before we took the call.

• Case 1 - 13 years old; was admitted to 
Government Heart hospital in Dhaka with 

serious heart pain and died after 7 days 
(19th December 2016).

• Case 2 - 17 years old; admitted to Tongi 
hospital after train accident, which was 
not serious. Was released after 3 days and 
returned to the street. Now doing well.

• Case 3 - 9 years old; cut right hand under 
a train and immediately admitted in the 
Pangu (Orthopaedic) hospital in Dhaka. He 
is now under treatment. Operation and 
skin graft has been done on his arm. He 
will be released in next week and maybe 
into the care of Sreepur. 

• Case 4 - 12 years old; had train accident
and was seriously injured in the leg,
but no broken skin or bone. He also 
under treatment in Pangu (Orthopaedic)
hospital in Dhaka.

Nevertheless, the program isn’t just about 
action. It’s about research for the future. 
The team involved will also record data on 
each incident. The idea is that by compiling 
a map and reports on where injuries have 
occurred and where and how treatment has 
been delivered, Sreepur will guide future 
support efforts. In basic terms, if Sreepur and 
other charities know where most injuries are 
occurring, they’ll be able to target resources 
more effectively later.  

Data Protection
I’m sure you have heard many stories in 
the media recently about how Charities 
communicate with their supporters and raise 
money. We want to assure you that we are 
committed to every one of you, without whom 
we wouldn’t be able to provide our services. 
The trust of our supporters is paramount to 
us and we would like to confirm the following:  
We NEVER share, swap or sell your details; we 
ALWAYS give you a choice on how we contact 
you; we do all we can to ENSURE that we 
comply with the law and the Fundraising Code 
of Practice; we PROMISE to treat you with an 
excellent donor experience. If you feel in any 
way that this is not the case please contact 
Emma who will ensure that your preferences 
are recorded and adhered to.

Free Donations whilst you Shop with

Did you know that you can help The 
Sreepur Village raise funds for FREE 
just by shopping online? Now, every 
time you shop online via Give as you 
Live at 4,000+ top retailers including 
Amazon, eBay, John Lewis and Expedia, 
a FREE donation will be made to us and 
it won't cost you a penny extra!  Go to 
www.giveasyoulive.com and search 
for Sreepur Village. We currently have 
49 people supporting us with £769.89 
raised in 2016.  Imagine what could be 
raised if everyone shopped this way??




