FABULOUS FABSTERS®

Textile Tales: Polly Leonard of Selvedge
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ABOVE: SELVEDGE FOUNDER POLLY LEONARD. PHOTOGERAPH BY RICHARD NICHOLSNON,



If vou are cultish about cloth, vou probably already know Sclvedae magazine. You have pored over its beautiful
photographs while enjoving the feel and smell that come off the thick pages of this sumptuous bi-monthly textile

magazine. Polly Leonard. its London-based founder. has built up a mini empire around her belief that textiles are

fundamental to who we are as humans. After studving embroidery and weaving at The (lascow School of Aol the
Yorkshire native received an MA in Fibers at the Tvlcr School ol ot in Philadelphia. From there she was off on her

search to delve into every warp. weave and stitch in the world of textiles. Consumed and enthralled, she founded
Selvedge in 20073 to inspire other textiles lovers around the world from those in the industry to amateur makers
and collectors alike. Thirteen vears later, with 25.000 subscribers in almost every country in the world. the textile
magazine has developed into an authoritative. albeit quirky and collective, voice. As part of its mission. Selvedge
runs seasonal fairs, workshops and an online shop along with is bricks and mortars store. "I alwavs wanted

Selvedge to be more than a magazine.” Polly says. *1 wanted for it to be a hub for everything to do with textiles.”

N.B.: Polly and her team team are launching the first Sclvedgze Advent Festival, which will run from 26 November

3 December in St Augustine’s Church Hall and the Selvedge Store on Archway Road, London — a week of textile-

inspired events and festive workshops for Christmas shoppers and makers. See details on the Sclved s site.




Fabulous Fabsters: IHow would you describe Selvedge to someone you have just met?

Polly Leonard: The magazine is about evervthing and anything to do with cloth. It's visually beautiful and packed
full of content -~ much more so than other magazines, in fact it’s more like a book. You could say it's the textile

version of National Geographic.

Our audience covers textile professionals, amateur makers, collectors., curators, academics, students. 1 think
Selvedge appeals to anyone of any age and across any culture. There’s a little gem inside for evervone - evervone
is drawn to the physicality of cloth.

FF: Please tell us how you came to name the magazine?

PL: Selvedge is a bit like a secret club. I suppose. People who know about textiles know what the name means,
others won't necessarily know the meaning. Selvedge is the unfraying edge of a piece of cloth, it’s where
historically the designer’s name is printed. We have a definition for Selvedge at the front of the magazine:

finished differently.
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I What was the impetus lor lounding Selvedge!

PL: I was working for the Embroiderers Guild editing their magazine, which was something I could combine with
having a voung family because I could do it from home. 1 found that I enjoved it more than I thought I would and
once 1 had a few issues under my belt. it gave me a bit of encouragement that there was room for a beautiful

magazine about textiles that a lot of people would find interesting.

When I had come up with the concept for the magazine. I made an A4 piece of paper with details about me, my
Selvedge vision and the offer of a free copy of the first issue. 1 handed it out at a textile trade fair and managed to
build up a database of five thousand to whom I sent a free copy of the first magazine. From this I got enough
subscribers to enable me to make the next issue and things have grown from there. I guess vou could call it early

crowd funding.
FF: And the gorgeous covers of the magazine seem to have a life of their own. How do they come about?

PL: My [avourite cover is always the next issue. In magazine publishing you can’t stand still. vou have to keep
moving forward. Each issue starts its life over a vear before its completion. as a combination of stunning images
and engaging articles gradually come together. I spend my time searching for the perfect images. most of the time
[ find them but sometimes images aren’t available, there are too many to choose from. or the perfect image is over
our budget. Either way the search for the perfect issue could go on forever so I'm always pleased when 1 get the

chance to make the next one even better.
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FF: Future plans for Selvedge?”

PL: As well as the textile magazine we now run seasonal fairs, workshops and an online and bricks and mortar
store. We also have more ideas in the pipeline. I'd love to develop textile tours in the future. We've just started a

workshop programme in our store, and I am looking forward to expanding these.

Finally, I'd like to run smaller fairs in more places, possibly one in Paris and New York.

ABOVE: "ISSUE NO 6y AGELESS FEATURED THE CLOTHES OF DANIELA GREGIN,” POLLY SAYS. "THE MODEL IS BENEDETTA BARZINI
WHO, AGED 73, IS BEAUTIFULL THE IMAGE 1S SHOT AGAINST A BACKDROP OF GIO PONTES MODERNIST MASTERPIECE PARCO DE]
PRINCIPL, HOTEL IN SORRENTO, WHICH WAS BUILT IN 1060." PHOTOGRAPH BY SARA KERENS.



FF: Any Wardrobe Wisdom?

PL: As I've grown older I've found that my body shape has changed. I am now four inches shorter than I was 30

vears ago and my feet are two sizes smaller. That takes some getting used to.

I'm much more sensitive to the feel of clothing now than when [ was vounger. 1look for super simple shapes.
trapeze style dresses that hang from the shoulder in neutral colours and interesting fabrics. At present [ am

obsessed with contrasting textures, tweed. velvet, linen and metallic leather.

I wear clothes by designers such as (oo Mansbeld from Universal Uulitv and Daniela Cregis, My favourite high

street brands are \argarel Howell and Toast. For shoes I go to Crenson,

More recently I've become hyper aware of provenance. [ look at my kids and it makes me angry to see that they
can buy a t-shirt every week as a kind of consolation prize but will never be able to afford to buy a house or

something that really matters. 1 feel that society has conned that whole generation.
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FF: What's in your Prescient Pantry?

PL: When I turned fifty. 1stopped eating bread, potatoes and pasta - which was surprisingly fine. [ save my carb
indulgence for occasional sweel treats. My favourite thing is Turkish delight. 'm attracted to it’s exoticism. [ also
love lavender cake. For savouries 1 like Davlesio

I don’t drink alcohol so 'm always looking for delicious cordials and especially love homemade elder tlower
cordial.

ABOVE: A DARNING SAMPLE BY C. KEIBER FROM 1801WAS FEATURED IN ISSUE NO. 60. THERE IS A LONG TRADITION OF CREATIVITY IN
TEXTILES.

FF: low do you stay strong and well in body and mind?

PL: I have recently started running. 1 also love knitting and have just bought some rare breed wool for my latest
knitting project. 1think knitting has huge health benefits - it's a bit like mindfulness. Knitting has been around
forever and is far better than therapy. It's healthy in every possible conceivable way.




