
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I can’t tell you how many times in my life I have moved!  I was only two 

weeks old when my family moved from Colorado where I was born.   

I’ve lived in several places in N.Y. and in Florida.  I’ve lived on the east 

coast as well as the west.  After I moved to California, met and married 

my husband, we moved over seven times inside of that state until we 

found our way to Arizona and ultimately to Indiana. From our second 

Indiana home is where I’m writing to you now.   

In all that time, I learned a LOT about the process of moving that has 

helped our family cope with the upheaval that is the moving process.  

This short, but powerful eBook will give you the most important things 

I’ve learned.   

Moving is hard enough, but it can be easier if you know what mistakes 

to avoid.  Without having to live the nightmare that these mistakes 

have caused me and mine, I would like you to have the benefit of all my 

experience.   

I pray this blesses your family.  

 

JoJo Tabares 

Chief Moving Officer  

Grape Stuff, LLC   

www.GrapeStuff.net 

A Network of Family Sites 

 

 

 

http://www.grapestuff.net/


 

Failing to Research the Moving Company 

If you have the luxury of hiring a moving company, you not only need to 

research their prices, but also their reputations.  If you simply go with 

the least expensive choice, you may have little recourse if they lose or 

damage something along the way.  Further, you will want to check out 

their reputation and testimonials to make sure they take extra care 

NOT to cause damage or lose boxes during your move.  If you go on 

price alone, it may end up costing you much more than the money you 

saved to replace your damaged or missing items.  Some items are 

irreplaceable.   

 

Spending too Much on Packing 

If you are planning on doing some or all of the packing yourself, you will 

want to weigh the time you’ll spend packing on the other aspects of 

moving you may not have time for.  Spending too much time on the 

packing will leave you little to no time for the details of the move like 

forwarding your mail, notifying your creditors, and setting up your 

utilities in time for your move in date.   

So what’s the alternative?  You can have a packing party where you 

invite friends and family to help you pack. Feed them some pizza while 

you work and make sure to get the packing started early enough.   

 

Packing Heavy Items in Large Boxes 

Packing is a science.  It is tempting to put all your large items in one big 

box, but be careful that the box doesn’t end up too heavy to lift up onto 

the moving truck you rent.  It’s better to break things up into several 



smaller boxes so you can lift them up into the truck without the help of 

a forklift.   

 

Forgetting to Measure the New Place 

Make sure to measure your new house to make sure that your couch 

will fit on the wall, the washer/dryer will fi t into the new laundry room 

(By the way, make sure the hook up matches your machines. If you 

have electric dryer, but the new house has gas…), the fridge will fit in 

the kitchen space, the couch will fit through the doorway to get into the 

house, etc.   

There is no point in packing, lifting, and traveling with things that won’t 

work in your new house.  You can sell them on Craig’s List and make 

some money toward the purchase of a new item that will work.   

 

Packing Flammable Materials 

If you’re using a moving company, they may or may not tell you that 

they will not haul flammable or potentially explosive materials like 

cleaning products.  You will need to purchase all new when you get to 

your new location.  If you pack them up and then find out they won’t 

haul them for you, you’ll have a horrid time locating them all, taking 

them out and repacking those boxes RIGHT as they are loading the 

truck.   

 

Not Marking Boxes Properly 

That brings me to this VERY important (almost critical) issue/mistake.  

It’s imperative that you mark each box clearly.  Not just Kitchen Items, 

but what kind of kitchen items are inside the box.  You’ll save yourself 



hours, if not, months or years of searching.  I have several boxes in my 

basement that we have never opened from four houses ago!  I figure 

my children will inherit several mystery boxes and one of them will find 

my favorite cutting board.   

 

Taking Too Much to the New Place 

I can’t tell you how many times I have gotten to our new home and 

found that I wished I hadn’t taken the time and trouble to pack up and 

move so much junk I really didn’t need in the first place!  Either it was 

stuff I could have sold for extra money or it was just plain junk that I 

hadn’t had the time to go through and throw out.   

Well, when you’ve got to pack up anyway, you’ll find yourself going 

through things you probably haven’t in YEARS!  Take advantage of that 

time to get rid of the trash and sell off the things you’ll never need or 

don’t want to drag with you to the new home.  It won’t take as much 

extra time as you think and you’ll be so much happier when you get to 

the new house!   

 

Not Doing a Change of Address 

This is something we either forgot to do or just ran out of time.  Contact 

the post office to see how much lead time they need to get your mail to 

your new address.  If you wait too long, things will get lost.  Once you 

get to the new house, you’ll be too busy setting up housekeeping and 

getting acquainted with your new city that you will forget.  

Lost mail can mean anything from lost invitations to missed payments 

so make sure you have a way to get the mail you want in a timely 

manner.    



 

Not Forwarding Junk Mail 

That brings me to just the opposite.  What if you get so much junk mail 

that it’s beneficial to you NOT put in a change of address with the post 

office?  We lived in one house that got mail for several previous owners 

and some people who never lived there.   

We often had several of the same flyers and ads come to our house for 

three people!  We made the decision NOT to forward our mail to cut 

down on the junk mail.  What we did instead was to send a change of 

address to each of the people and creditors we did want to hear from.   

This does take extra time, but it helps to cut down on the mail you 

don’t want to follow you around the country.   

 

Not Getting rid of Clutter first 

This is similar to taking too much to the new place, but it may not be 

junk or things you’ll never use again.  This category includes things you 

may like, but really don’t have room for.  If you are moving to a smaller 

place, a place without a basement, or one that has less bedrooms or 

closets, you’ll want to pay close attention to this tip.  

We had a ton of the kids’ old toys and clothes as well as some work out 

equipment we decided wasn’t for us when we moved the last time.  We 

put it up for sale on Craig’s List and got some extra cash for things we 

didn’t want to have to find a place for at the new home.   

Another issue might be that you still have clothes or items your children 

keep at your house until they get a place of their own.  Recently, our 

daughter came to visit and took home a bunch of her items she had 

stored in our basement because she and her husband didn’t have room 



for them at their apartment.  Now that they are in a house of their own, 

they do have more room.  If you’re moving and need to declutter your 

kids’ things, have them come take them before you move.   

Another idea is to take those items you don’t want to part with to a 

storage unit where you can store them in safety without having to 

clutter up your home.   

 

Not Properly Wrapping/Loading Breakables 

This sounds like a no brainer, but we’ve had so many times when we 

thought we had wrapped something well enough only to find it broken 

at the other end of the move.   

Not only do you have to wrap each item well, but you’ll need to 

consider how they will be loaded.  Some items we thought were packed 

well, were loaded underneath heavier boxes that shifted and broke the 

item beneath it.    

If you hire a few day laborers or even have your family helping, make 

sure someone is there overseeing how the truck is loaded or you may 

find all your hard work in pieces.    

 

Underestimating Time it Takes to Pack 

I assure you that, however long you think it will take you to pack, it will 

take significantly longer!  This is probably the MOST IMPORTANT tip I 

can give you.  The bedroom is much easier and quicker to pack up than 

is the kitchen.  You can always throw the clothes (hanger and all) into a 

truck or the back of a car, but you can’t do that with the dishes.   



And there are MANY more kitchen items than you think there are by 

looking at the cabinets!  Each dish and glass need to be wrapped 

individually.   

I had two sets of dishes, several sets of glasses, tons of coffee mugs and 

that was just the dishware!  Then there were all the other kitchen items 

and everything in the pantry.  The kitchen will probably take you more 

time than several rooms combined so allow time accordingly.   

My tip is to start a few weeks before the move.  Start in the kitchen 

wrapping things you don’t use every day.  Mark the boxes with what is 

inside carefully, and leave them in that room if you can until moving 

day.  Then move to the other rooms after the kitchen is as packed as 

you can be.  If you start with other rooms thinking you’ll do the kitchen 

last, you’ll be wrapping madly as the movers are loading the truck.   

 

Underestimating Amount of Stuff You Have to Pack 

Closely related to the kitchen issue is underestimating the sheer 

amount of stuff you have to be packed.  Just looking at the room as it is 

now, will give you a false sense of how much stuff you have.  Once you 

begin to open drawers and closets, you’ll only begin to understand its 

depth.  That’s why it’s important to begin early and with the kitchen.   

However, even a bedroom can be stuffed with stuff.  Knowing you are 

most probably severely underestimating the amount you have to pack 

will give you enough time and motivation to get this done without 

having to throw things in three cars on the day of the move and hope 

they survive the trip.   

 

 



Doing it All in One Trip 

If you are moving to a nearby city (and not across country), it might 

make more sense to take more than one trip.  You can begin with a few 

car loads a few weekends (if you have access).  Or you can take two or 

three trips over a Friday night, Saturday, and Sunday.   

Planning in advance will give you more options. If you leave the trip 

planning to the last minute thinking you can get everything in the 

biggest U-Haul they offer, you may find (as we did) that you need to 

borrow three friends to follow you in their cars and beg your former 

Pastor to borrow his trailer hitch to get all the rest of your belongings 

because they didn’t fit in their biggest U-Haul like the U-Haul guy said 

they would!   

 

Not Keeping Track of Screws/Parts  

One of the most frustrating things is to arrive at your new home at 7pm 

and first have to unload the cars and U-Haul only to discover that by 

11pm you still can’t find the screws that go to your bed. You’re already 

tired from packing, loading, and driving.  Now you need to go through 

all the seven master bedroom boxes to find the screws to put the bed 

together.   

My suggestion is to put them in a ziplock bag marked, “MBR Bed 

Screws” and tape them well to one of the frame pieces. The same goes 

for any other pieces parts that go with larger furniture.  We have a 

couch that used to have small feet.  To this day we haven’t attached 

them because we can’t find the screws.  LOL 

 



I pray these have been of help and that you have only blessings in your 

new home!   

Make sure you whitelist us and that you remain subscribed to Grape 

Value News in order to keep receiving our weekly mailings with free 

gifts, special offers, and discounts on products and services for your 

family!   

  

JoJo Tabares  

www.GrapeStuff.net     
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