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Introduction 

 

I’m 55 so I’ve lived a goodly time. I’ve also been broke enough to roll pennies for 

gas money so I know a thing or two about saving money while having to purchase 

products and services for my family.  That gives me a lot of tips and tricks to share 

with your family to make sure you avoid the top ten pitfalls of purchasing. 

 

If you don’t need something, it’s easy to not spend money on what your family 

doesn’t need. But if your family desperately needs and X and you don’t have the 

money to buy the top rated product without giving a second thought to its quality 

or how well it fits your needs, you might be tempted to fall into the marketing 

traps and buy something that ultimately costs your family. 

 

This book gives you the tools your family needs to buy without bondage.  I pray it 

blessings you! 

 

 

JoJo Tabares 

Chief Buying Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Everyone should be familiar with the pitfalls of an impulse buy and have an 

understanding that you need to price shop and that it’s best to evaluate the 

models and brands to find out which is best suited to your needs.  You may even 

understand the Costco Effect, the idea that a bigger size in the grocery store may 

lead to a better price point to buy in bulk or in volume.  But what about these 

ten?  

 

1. Check Amazon Reviews 

Even if you don’t buy on Amazon, it’s a great place to look up reviews on certain 

higher ticket items your family needs.  Amazon has been cracking down on 

reviews to make sure that the ones on their site are genuine.  While there still 

may be competitors who write up bogus bad reviews, there are fewer and fewer 

bogus good reviews.   

The best way to go about this is to look up what you want to buy, go to the bad 

reviews FIRST and read what customers didn’t like about the item.  Look for 

specifics and for details about the product’s performance, not what the reviewer 

thought of the shipping process or the seller.  Make sure to look at the trend as 

one person may have found it hard to use, but if 40 people didn’t…  

Then look at the good reviews and, again, look for trends in the specifics about 

the product.  This will alert you to pitfalls you may not have thought about and 

also benefits you never dreamed you’d want in that product.   

 

2. Take Advantage of Sales Even if You Don’t Need it Now 

One of the worst feelings is to pass a great sale by because you don’t need the 

item now when you know you’ll need it at some point.  If it’s a great sale, it might 

not come along again.  It may not come with a particular bonus or feature later 

one.  If you’ll need something soon or relatively soon, it’s always better to spend 

less now than more later.  It shouldn’t be an impulse buy just for impulse’ sake, 

but it should be a smart purchase at an opportune time. 

 



3. Evaluate Your Family’s Needs vs the Product’s Features 

Just because an item comes with a Whosiwhatsit Widget, doesn’t mean it will be 

of value to your family.  Take stock of what you need in the item (based partially 

on reviews) and make sure the product comes with the features you need.  Then 

evaluate the additional features your family may want considering the price you’d 

have to pay.  I don’t know how many times I’ve felt compelled to get something 

because of a feature my family really never used.   

Marketers are very good at their jobs and can often convince you that a feature is 

worth the price, and it may be.  But it may not be worth it to a family that really 

wouldn’t utilize it.  You may want to poll your family members before purchasing 

something with extra features just because they come with the item.  

 

4. Free Trials Aren’t Free After the Trial Period 

Make sure you put reminders on your phone or notes for yourself to cancel any 

free trials you have signed up for.  Most will automatically charge you and 

precious few will alert you prior giving you time to unsubscribe.   

If you’re a busy bee, homeschooling mom, new mom, working overtime, or the 

like it can slip your mind-especially if it’s a nominal sum.  My husband once signed 

up for something for one of our businesses with a small monthly payment. Seven 

months later, he couldn’t even remember what it was for.  That’s when we put all 

renewals on our phone with an alarm reminder complete with phone number and 

account number.   

 

5. Buy Quality Not Cheap 

Sometimes the sale is such a good deal that we don’t always look at the quality of 

the item.  When I was first married, we were given a vacuum cleaner.  It lasted a 

LONG time, but when it came time to replace it, we were broke.  So we purchased 

a cheap one that lasted about a year.  The next one only lasted a few months.  

Being even more broke by this time, we purchased another cheap one that broke 

about a month later.  We spend more on those three vacuums than it would have 

been for one good one.  Don’t be that guy! Buy quality whenever you can! 



6. Buy Generic When it Works 

Some products are just as good from a generic brand!  Again, reviews and friend’s 

experiences come in handy here.  Some things are even better from a generic 

brand than from a big, well-known company!   

 

7. Don’t Assume Generic is Always Cheaper 

Just because it’s a generic brand, doesn’t mean it’s the cheapest option either.  

Especially in the grocery store, I’ve found that generic can sometimes be MUCH 

more expensive than a brand name!  Compare prices at THAT store to see if there 

is a savings at all.   

 

8. Bigger is Better 

Often the larger size is significantly cheaper than the smaller sizes.  Compare not 

only the brands for price, but the sizes.  One brand may be more expensive than 

the other in the smaller sizes, but MUCH cheaper in the larger sizes.   

 

9. Bigger isn’t Always Cheaper! 

It’s not uncommon to find a brand that is usually cheaper in higher volume only to 

find, one day, that it isn’t any longer.  Sometimes you get used to purchasing a 

certain size of something because it was once cheaper. After a while, you don’t 

even question it any more, picking it up out of habit.  Make sure to check 

periodically to make sure that the price point is still worth the larger size.   

 

10. Always Evaluate the Savings vs Quality  

Sometimes the savings on a generic isn’t worth the money you save! Sometimes 

it’s not worth the savings to have to purchase the larger size.  Take some time to 

think about the quality or the benefits you are giving up in order to save money. It 

may be worth it to your family, but then again, it may not.   



It can be of little importance when you’re talking about socks which are already 

cheap and are fairly abundant.  However, it can be of significant importance when 

you are talking about food. The nutritional value, health and safety issues, and 

taste can be significant and worth the extra cost.   

Further, on big ticket items you will likely only purchase once in a great while, the 

quality or features you give up to get the price you’d like, may not be worth it to 

your family in the long run.  A car is something you only buy once in a long while.  

Not having a big enough trunk on six hour car trips visiting family six times a year 

can be a HUGE inconvenience for a savings of $20/ month on the loan.   

 

Well, there you go. My ten biggest purchasing pitfalls overcome!  I pray it blesses 

your family!   

 

Remember to make sure you whitelist us and stay subscribed to Grape Value 

News to get each week’s free info, tips, and special offers! 
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