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INTRODUCTION 

I’ve loved purple since before it was even available in 
most items.  I was a frustrated little girl who got blue 
presents because it was “close to purple.” Well, not 
enough for me!  So, when I grew up, I began redesigning 
my wardrobe to be a purple as I could make it.   
 
One of the ways in which I did this was to dye my clothes 
purple.  Now, for those of you who don’t want all your 
clothes purple (though I have no idea why you wouldn’t!), 
you can use this collection of tips to dye your clothes any 
color you wish.   

 
Dyeing for Purple is a collection of tips and techniques 
that will help you make your wardrobe more of what you 
want it to be by using clothing dye to give your clothes a 
bit of a facelift.   

I pray these give your old clothes new life in your closet! 

 

JoJo Tabares 

Chief Purple and Dye Officer    

www.GrapeStuff.net Family of Sites!  

http://www.grapestuff.net/


TIPS FOR ADDING MORE COLOR TO YOUR CLOSET 

There are many ways in which I’ve added purple (or you 
can add other colors) to your wardrobe, but for this 
eBook, I’m going to focus on the steps to better dyeing of 
your clothes.  I’m in the process of writing a more 
complete guide that will include applique, sewing, and 
other ways of updating and changing your clothing, but 
for now I’ll focus on the most important things you’ll need 
to know in order to dye your clothes successfully.   

 

1. CHOOSE YOUR GARMENT 

You can start with a solid colored cotton shirt or item first 
as different fabrics and materials will come out 
differently.  This way you’re most likely to be happy with 
your results.  

 Most fabrics and fabric blends will accept dye, but not all 
in the same way.  Rayon, nylon fiber blends that are at 
least 60% will dye well.  Of course the best fabric to dye 
are natural fibers like cotton and linen.  Wool and silk will 
dye but are a bit harder to work with.   

There are some fabrics that just won’t accept dye, like 
anything that’s 100% acrylic, polyester or acetate, so I’d 
avoid those.   



Plastic buttons, metal and plastic zippers will not dye 
either, but the fabric on zippers will probably dye so you’ll 
need to be careful you end up with what you want or at 
least make sure you like the parts that don’t dye as accent 
colors.    

 

2. CHOOSE THE RIGHT KIND OF DYE 

The only dye I’ve ever really used is RIT which works well 
on natural or synthetic fabrics, but I’ve heard of a dye 
called iDye which has formulas for natural and polyester 
fabrics and you can combine them to use for blends.   

Apparently, iDye also has a dye available specifically for 
items that will be laundered frequently.  Depending upon 
the amount of dye and the fabric type, RIT dye may bleed 
and fade over time. I’ve never had much of a problem 
with fading, but there will be bleeding in the wash. (See 
later part of this book for washing instructions.)  

 

3. READ THE DYE DIRECTIONS 

It’s best to read the manufacturer’s instructions. This will 
help you achieve the color saturation you’re looking for. 



4. SET UP YOUR WORKSPACE 

Have a plastic drop cloth or plenty of newspapers on 
hand, as well as paper towels to clean up spills quickly.  
Dye can stain many surfaces and it doesn’t take that long 
for it to set in. I use a bucket in the sink.  Porcelain sinks 
can stain too if the dye isn’t washed away fast.  I know 
many people dye clothes in the washing machine to save 
time and hassle of clean up, but the dye can get stuck in 
the machine.  You either have to clean the machine a few 
times to make sure the dye is gone or risk dyeing all your 
clothes the same color.  

5. PREPARING THE DYE  
Wash new clothes first before dyeing. Cover work surface 
with a drop cloth to protect the surface area. Fill a bucket 
about halfway with very hot tap water or boiling water. 
For wool, the water should be warm, not hot. Wear 
rubber gloves so you don’t get any on your hands and an 
old shirt in case of splash.  Add liquid dye and mix.   
 
To help the fabric take the dye better, you can add salt if 
dyeing cotton or linen, or white vinegar for wool or silk: ¼ 
cup of either salt or vinegar for a bath of about 1 gallon, ½ 
cup for 2 gallons, and 1 cup for 3 or more gallons.  
 
  



6. DYEING INSTRUCTIONS 
Thoroughly wet fabric (you can run large pieces through 
the washing machine’s rinse cycle to wet them evenly) 
and immerse in dye bath. With your hands in rubber 
gloves or with a stainless-steel spoon or a wooden spoon 
reserved only for dyeing, move fabric around in water to 
avoid uneven dyeing. Keep item in dye 5 to 15 minutes, 
stirring the whole time. Allow fabric to get a little darker 
than you may want it because it will fade slightly with 
rinsing and drying. 
  

7. AFTER DYE INSTRUCTIONS 

Remove fabric from dye being careful not to splash or 
have the dye run into areas that are not protected.  Rinse 
item under running warm water. Continue rinsing in 
cooler water until it runs clear. Wash out bucket, bin, or 
sink immediately. 

 

8. DON’T BE AFRAID TO GET CREATIVE! 

You can get creative with the color by mixing a couple of 
shades of dye to create your own custom color.  You can 
also layer a few different colors on top of each other 
starting with the lightest color dye for the best results. 



Another creative dyeing idea is to dip an item.  Dip the 
top only, bottom only, or dip the top and bottom leaving 
the middle the color it was.  You can also dye the entire 
item and then dip one end in longer to make it darker.  
You can make an item gradually darker by dyeing the 
entire item, dipping half or most of the way for additional 
time, and then dipping smaller sections of the bottom 
even longer to make it appear as if the item gets darker as 
it gets closer to the bottom.   
 
Finally, if you remember the 60s and 70s, you can tie dye 
an item, but tying knots in various sections so it won’t 
take the dye (or at least won’t take much of it). After 
rinsing, untie the knots and you are now living as a Flower 
Child of the 60s and 70s!  
 
One more tip: You don’t have to start with white fabric—
if you want to redesign a colored item, try a color 
remover (similar to bleach, but nondamaging) before 
dyeing it. This will whiten or lighten the fabric, so it can 
take the new color. Or you can dye a beige, tan, light 
colored item a darker version of that color or a different 
darker color.  BUT…be prepared that the results may not 
be what you want. Different colors and fabrics dye 
differently.   



You never know exactly how a material will take a color. A 
white cotton shirt and an off-white cotton shirt will not 
come out looking the same. A peach nylon blend will 
probably not come out the same shade as a cotton blend.  
 
  
9. FOR LARGE ITEMS 
When dyeing bedding and tablecloths, use a large plastic 
bin in a bathtub to catch any drips/spills.  You can bring in 
pots of water that you have heated on the stove. The 
larger the item or the less room an item has in a bucket, 
the more important it is to keep the fabric moving while it 
sits in the dye bath. Stir as much as possible to make sure 
the dye takes evenly…unless you like the patter it might 
have by dyeing unevenly.   
 
Rinsing is more difficult with larger items especially if you 
are trying to avoid using a washing machine to rinse. So, 
you may want to avoid larger items until you become 
more comfortable or have a better rinsing option.   
 
 
 
 
 



10. WASHING AND CARING FOR DYED ITEMS 

Make sure to wash your freshly dyed items by themselves 
for at least two to three washes so it won’t run on other 
items being washed with it.  You can add an old white 
washcloth or sock after that to see if the dye runs.  

Over time, the color of the dye may fade a bit, but you 
can always dye them again if you like.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From all of us here at the Grape Stuff Network of Family 

Sites, we pray you have a fabulous and safe dyeing 

experience!  

  

Make sure you whitelist us and that you remain 

subscribed to Grape Value News in order to keep 

receiving our weekly mailings with free gifts, special 

offers, and discounts on products and services for your 

family!   

  

JoJo Tabares  

www.GrapeStuff.net  
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