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Welcome to this course, which is based on the unit 
of competency, UETDRRF004 Perform Rescue 
from a Live LV Panel.

This unit includes the skills and knowledge required 
to rescue a person in contact with low voltage live 
electrical conductors and equipment.

1.1 Introduction
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This course cover the requirements and processes 
for a person to carry out a risk assessment of an 
electrically hazardous situation and to perform low 
voltage rescue procedures without hazard to 
themselves or others.

It is prerequisite requirement that 
the learner has successfully completed
the unit HLTAID001 Provide CPR.

1.1 Introduction
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Once you arrive at a work area, everyone in the 
work group must be familiarised with the location, 
possible avenues of approach for a rescue, and any 
risks that may be encountered.

1.2 Identify and Control Risks and 
Hazards
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For this reason a risk assessment of the worksite 
must be conducted in relation to the work to be 
carried out, and in relation to performing a rescue 
in the case of an accident or incident.

This means you will need to undertake the risk 
management process.

1.2 Identify and Control Risks and 
Hazards
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The risk management process includes:

1.2.1 Risk Management
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It is important that you identify any risks or hazards 
that may affect you or any injured persons.

HAZARD: a source or situation with the potential 
for harm in terms of human injury or ill-health, 
damage to property, the environment, or a 
combination of these.

1.2.1.1 Risk/Hazard Identification
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RISK: the chance of a hazard hurting you or 
somebody else or causing some damage.

Risk management requires you to make prompt and 
appropriate decisions relating to the management 
of the incident.

1.2.1.1 Risk/Hazard Identification
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Failure to act accordingly and quickly may result in 
the casualty’s injuries worsening to the point where 
they may die. 

You may also be placing yourself in unnecessary 
danger by not eliminating hazards and risks before 
you begin the rescue operation.

Each rescue situation will be 
unique. You will always have 
the risks associated with the 
electricity, but don’t overlook 
the other hazards as well.

1.2.1.1 Risk/Hazard Identification
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You may need to consider factors such as:
Risk of fire developing.
Risk of electric shock.
Risk of other injuries occurring.

By identifying and assessing the risks you can then 
develop control or minimisation measures that will 
reduce the chance of you or 
other personnel suffering injury 
during the rescue process.

1.2.1.1 Risk/Hazard Identification
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You will need to identify and assess the risks 
associated with low voltage rescue situations. This 
will include an assessment of:

1.2.1.2 Risk Assessment
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To conduct a risk assessment of an identified 
hazard you need to:

Determine the likelihood of the event 
happening.
Determine the consequence if the event should 
occur.
Determine the risk level (likelihood and 
consequence combined) 
associated with the hazard.

1.2.1.2 Risk Assessment
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Dynamic Risk Assessment
A DRA is undertaken in a situation that has the 
potential to change dramatically and suddenly. The 
concepts behind a DRA include:

The assessment of risk in dynamic situations is 
undertaken prior to, during and after the 
execution of an operation.
The benefits of proceeding 
with a task must be weighed 
carefully against the risk.
Think before you act rather 
than act before you think.

1.2.1.2 Risk Assessment
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What sets DRA apart from systematic risk 
assessment is that it is applied in situations where:

Unpredictable/unforeseen risks exist.
The risk environment rapidly changes.
Individuals are able to make a risk judgment.
Personnel are able to adopt a consistent 
approach to assessing risk.

1.2.1.2 Risk Assessment
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Once hazards are identified and risks assessed, the 
risks need to be minimised. The reason for 
minimising risks before undertaking a rescue is so 
that the rescuer can provide assistance in a safe 
environment and that the safety of the casualty and 
bystanders is ensured.

Control measures could include:

1.2.1.3 Risk Treatment
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Monitoring and review are an important part of the 
risk management process and should be planned 
for at every stage. It involves regular surveillance 
and checking. Responsibilities should be clearly 
defined.

It is important that the results of monitoring and 
review are reported according to organisational 
policies and procedures.

1.2.1.4 Review and Monitoring
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Keeping records is important as they can help 
ensure that any risk management activities are 
traceable. Records also provide a basis for 
improving methods and tools in the risk 
management process, as well as enhancing the 
overall process.

1.2.1.4 Review and Monitoring
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1. List 3 types of risks that you will need to 
assess and consider in relation to low 
voltage rescue situations.

Review Questions
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