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1.1 Introduction 
 
These materials are based on the national unit of competency RIIVEH304D 
Conduct Tip Truck Operations. 
 
You will learn about: 
 

 Planning and preparing the tip truck for operations. 
 

 Conducting pre-operational checks. 
 

 Operating a tip truck. 
 

 Loading, transporting and tipping materials. 
 

 Carrying out maintenance tasks. 
 

 Cleaning up and processing records. 
 
 
 

1.1.1 What is a Tip Truck? 
 
Tip trucks are self-propelled vehicles designed for on road use for transporting a variety of materials to and from 
worksites.  

 
They may vary according to their required functions and can be: 
 

 Rigid (with or without a dog trailer) or articulated. 
 

 In various configurations – e.g. number of axles, allowed weight of 
each vehicle and load capacities (which are dependent on the vehicle 
class). 

 
 Rear tippers, but some tip trucks may use side and belly dumping. 
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1.1.1.1 National Truck Licence Classes 
 
There are 4 different licences for driving a tip truck: 

 

Licence Type: Description: 

MR (Medium Rigid) 

 A vehicle (2 axles only). 

 Is greater than 8t Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM). 

 Plus a trailer of not more than 9t GVM. 

HR (Heavy Rigid) 

 A vehicle (no axle limit). 

 Is greater than 8t GVM. 

 Plus a trailer of not more than 9t GVM. 

HC (Heavy Combination) 

 A heavy rigid vehicle with a trailer greater than 9t GVM. 

OR 

 A prime mover and semi-trailer. 

MC (Multi Combination) 

 Multi-combination vehicle – such as Road Trains and B-
Double vehicles. 

 Also includes vehicles in the ‘HC’ class. 

 
 

1.1.2 Tip Truck Components 
 
The following diagram shows some of the general components of a tip truck: 
 

 
 

Component Description 

Hydraulic Hoist Moves the tip tray up and down for discharge of materials. 

Cabin Part where operator controls the tip truck from. Tip tray controls are used in here. 

Fenders 
This part forms the wheel well. It helps to prevent large rocks, liquids and other materials 
from being thrown into the air as the wheels rotate. 

Tip Tray 
Dumping bed of the truck. Holds the materials during loading and is lifted up or opened 
during discharge or dumping. 

Rock Shield (Tip Tray 
Extension) 

This protects the cabin of the truck from large rocks and other materials that could fall out of 
the tip tray during loading and discharge.  
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1.2 Site Policies and Procedures 
 
You must follow all safety rules and instructions when performing any work. If you 
are not sure about what you should do, ask your boss or supervisor. They will tell 
you what you need to do and how to do it in a safe way. 
 
Before starting your work you need to make sure you have access to all vehicle 
haulage documentation for the job. This will help you to do your work in the safest 
way and make sure all work is compliant. 
 
 
 
Vehicle haulage documentation may include: 
 

 
 
 

 
Your worksite will also have instructions for working safely including: 
 

 Emergency procedures, including using fire fighting equipment, first aid and 
evacuation. 

 
 Handling hazardous materials. 

 
 Safe operating procedures. 

 
 Personal protective clothing and equipment. 

 
 Safe use of tools and equipment. 
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1.3 Work Instructions 
 
You need to be clear about what work you will be doing. Make sure you have everything about the job written down 
before you start. This includes what you will be doing, how you will be doing it and what equipment you will be using. 
 
Make sure you have all of the details about where you will be working. For example: 
 

 The Site – Is there clear access for all equipment? Are there obstacles in the 
way? What are the ground conditions like? Is the site ready for your work to 
begin? Are there any ‘out of bounds’ areas you need to avoid? 

 
 The Weather – Is there wind, rain or other bad weather? Is it too dark? 

 
 Facilities and Services – Are there power lines or other overhead or 

underground services to think about? 
 

 Traffic – Are there people, vehicles or other equipment in the area that you 
need to think about? Do you need to get them moved out of the area? Do you 
need to set up barriers or signs? 

 
 Hazards – Are there dangerous materials to work around or think about? Will 

you be working close to other people? 
 
 
 

You also need to make sure you have all of the details about the kind of work you will 
be doing: 
 

 The Task – What kind of material is being moved? How much is there to 
move? How long do you have to complete the work? Where will the load be 
discharged? 

 
 Plant – What type of plant will be used? How big is it? How much room does 

it need? Is it available? 
 

 Communications – How are you going to communicate with other workers? 
 

 Procedures and Rules – Do you need any special permits or licences? Are 
there site rules that affect the way you will do the work e.g. contamination 
control requirements? 

 
 
 

1.3.1 Reading and Checking Your Work Instructions 
 
All work needs to follow worksite, environment and company safety procedures. 
 
Procedures help to make sure that all work is done in a safe way, without 
damaging equipment or putting people in unsafe situations. They also help to make 
sure that work is done in the correct order and doesn’t interrupt or get in the way 
of other work that is happening on the site. 
 
Your work instructions will tell you the safest way to do the job, and the equipment 

that you will need to use. It is a good idea to check your work instructions with 
your boss or supervisor to make sure you know exactly what you need to do. 
 
If you don’t know where to get your instructions or you can’t understand them, you 
can ask your boss or supervisor. They will tell you where to find your work 
instructions and explain what they mean. 
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1.3.2 Work Method Statements 
 
Many worksites require a work method statement before any work can start. A work 

method statement is a list of steps that outlines how a job will be done. It also includes any 
hazards that occur at each step, and what you need to do about them. 
 
These statements can also be known as a Safe Work Method Statement (SWMS), Job 
Safety Analysis (JSA) or Safe Operating Procedure (SOP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3.3 Safety Data Sheets  
 
A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is a detailed document outlining the risks and hazards associated with handling chemicals and 
other materials. 
 
The SDS will contain details that can help you to identify: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
It will be issued by the manufacturer and may or may not include material handling 
methods. For hazardous material containers there is usually a placard or label attached 
giving category of material, and codes for handling issues and a contact number for 
expert advice. 
 
Talk to your WHS representative or supervisor if you have any questions about 
legislative requirements relating to your work. 
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1.3.4 Shift Handover Details 
 
Before starting your work, you will need to receive the shift handover details 

from authorised personnel. You will then need to interpret and clarify these 
details with your supervisor to ensure you fully understand what you are 
required to do during your shift. 
 
Effective communication is essential to receiving and interpreting the correct 
work instructions and site information. This ensures that everyone knows what 
they are required to do, where they need to do it, when they should do it and 
how they need to do it. 
 
 
 
You may receive communications about shift handover details during: 

 
 Handover meetings. 

 
 Site meetings. 

 

 Toolbox meetings. 
 

 Team briefings. 
 

 Notice boards. 
 

 Work Method Statements (WMS). 
 

Shift handover briefings will outline what has been completed in the previous shift and the targets and work instructions 
for the coming shift.  
 
 
 
Some of the issues and items that may be covered may include: 
 

Issue/Item Addressed Description 

Material Shifting Plan and Program 
This will outline the requirements, targets and goals for the shift. This 
should include vehicle movement plans and processes. 

Work Coordination Requirements 
This plan will show how the work patterns will coordinate together to 
achieve the targets. 

Worksite and Formation Inspections The inspections that are required for the activities during the shift. 

Location of Potential Hazards Where hazards may be and what to do if you find a new hazard. 

Permit and Access Requirements 
Outline any permits or access requirements for the activities undertaken 
during that shift or for the worksite in general. 

Scope and Limitations 
This is how much of an activity or operation is to be done and any issues 
that confine or limit the operations and activities. 

Issues from Previous Shift 

Any hazards, risks or potential issues that are a hangover from the previous 
shift. For example situations where an accident has occurred therefore 
additional personnel will be onsite, areas may be out of bounds or additional 
safety procedures have been implemented. 

 
You need to make sure you have all of the information possible in order to complete your work safely and quickly. If you 
are unsure of what something means or what you are required to do, speak with your supervisor immediately. 
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1.3.5 Plans and Specifications 
 

Some of your work instructions might be given to you in plans, maps, reports 

and specifications. You will need to get the information out of these documents 
and use it to do your job. 
 
Project specifications will tell you the types, quantities, grades and classifications 
of materials you will be working with. 
 
Make sure you are familiar with the site product or materials before you begin 
work. Some materials are more cohesive or sticky while others may be much 
less stable to work with, or create hazards like dust, contamination or damage to 
equipment if they are not handled just the right way. 
 

 
 
Plans are usually "scale drawings" that represent a large area on a small sheet of paper and show proportion at the same 
time. 
 
Project plans and maps give you an overview of the site, for example: 

 
 The location of your work area in relation to the whole work site. 

 
 The position of stockpiles, work zones, roads and access areas. 

 
 The location of environmentally sensitive or ‘no go’ areas. 

 
 Contours, or the lay of the land, e.g. slopes, banks, depressions. 

 
 
 

1.3.5.1 Quality Requirements 
 
Every project will have quality requirements. These will give you information on when tasks need to be completed and the 
required standard of the work. 
 

Your work instructions and plans or drawings will guide you, and help you to 

make sure you are achieving the quality standard for the project.  
 
They can include: 
 

 Project dimensions. 
 

 Project tolerances. 
 

 Standards of work. 
 

 Material standards. 
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1.3.6 Organising Your Work Activities 
 
After receiving and clarifying all of your work instructions and requirements, you will 

need to organise and plan for the tip truck operations. 
 
Organising your work activities involves scheduling your daily and weekly tasks to 
complete all assigned tasks in the best, most efficient manner that still meets the 
requirements of the worksite. It will allow you to plan for the time ahead to ensure that 
project timelines do not get out of hand. 
 
Some people prefer a handwritten checklist or work method statement, others a 
computerised diary entry. What works for you is the most important thing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Work method statements are a great tool for organising your work activities and 
making sure you have completed everything. This is because they outline the 

details of all tools, equipment and coordination with other workers relating to 
your job. Make sure all of these are available and ready before you start. 
 
Flexibility is important when organising your work priorities to allow you to 
reorganise if a higher priority task needs to be completed. It also allows for you 
to adjust your tasks if any sudden hazards or situations occur.  
 
 

 
 

1.4 Site Signage Requirements 
 
With the ongoing activity of machinery, excavations, structures being worked on, fellow 
workers and the public to be catered for, it is very important that safety on site is a 
priority. 
 

In some cases you may need to isolate the work area. Set up barricades and signage to 
warn others that you are working in the area and that it is dangerous for them to come 
too close. 
 
 
 
On worksites it is often necessary to control the movement of traffic around and through the site. To do this there are 2 
different types of management plans: 
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1.4.1 Traffic Management Plan 
 
A Traffic Management Plan provides the details to safely manage traffic during the 

conduct of works on roads and normally includes: 
 

 A traffic guidance scheme (diagrams). 
 

 Worksite hazard assessment (such as a Work Method Statement). 
 

 Details of the location, nature and duration of the works. 
 
 
 
In the traffic or vehicle management plan, signs and the distances between signs will be listed. Reading the plans will 
show you where particular signs need to be placed.  

 
Signs and barriers may include: 
 

 Danger or warning signs like speed limits, ‘workmen ahead’ or ‘reduce 
speed’. 

 
 Flashing lights. 

 
 Barricades, fences and cones. 

 
General awareness of the ‘rules of the road’ on site will help ensure a safe working environment for everyone. 
 
 
 

1.5 Environmental Protection Requirements 
 
Environmental protection requirements are part of every worksite. Make sure you check with your supervisor about what 
environmental issues need to be managed during your work.  
 
The requirements are used on worksites to ensure the minimum possible effects on the immediate work environment such 
as plants, animals and resources. They also cover more immediate physical issues such as noise, dust and vibration. 

 
All environmental details should be listed in an ‘Environmental Management Plan’ for the 
site. It can include details for: 
 

 Waste management.  
 

 Water quality protection.  
 

 Noise control. 
 

 Vibration control. 
 

 Dust management. 
 
The environmental management plan will outline the steps and processes needed to prevent or minimise damage to the 
environment through the use of machinery and equipment. 
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1.5.1 Noise 
 
Noise issues may be alleviated by work being performed during restricted hours. 

 
In urban areas it is common for construction work to be limited to the hours of 7am 
to 7pm, with tighter restrictions for weekends.  
 
Whereas on a mine site, noise may continue for 24 hours a day which can injure 
some workers after longer periods of time. PPE must be worn in these areas. 
 
 
 

1.5.2 Dust and Vibration 
 

Dust can be controlled with covers over your tray or by spraying water. Water is usually 
sprayed onto surfaces using water tankers but in some cases may be applied with a fog 
machine to capture and settle the dust. 
 
Vibration can be a costly side-effect of work tasks. For major projects there will often 
be a survey of the local area to establish current conditions so any damage caused by 
the work can be properly assessed after work is complete. Work practices may be able 
to be modified to reduce some components. 
 

 
 

1.5.3 Resource Pollution and Waste Management 
 
It is very important that water, air and land are protected from pollution sources. 
Steps must be taken to either protect the environment or restore it after work is 
done. 
 
Water resources are particularly vulnerable due to how fast pollution can be washed 
downstream and out of control lines. 
 
In construction and mining projects there is often a high risk of pollution from 
waste.  

 
Controlling the risk can include procedures for dealing with all expected types of waste. This must include hazard controls, 
such as covering the tip tray and only dumping in allocated areas. 
 
 

2.1 Choose and Check Vehicle and Equipment 
 
Once you have confirmed your job requirements you need to choose the right vehicle and equipment to get the job done. 

 
When choosing vehicles and equipment you need to think about: 
 

 The task requirements, specifications and goals. 
 

 The appropriateness of the equipment for the completion of the task. 
 

 The characteristics, correct use, operating capacity and limitations of each 

item. 
 

 The potential risks to yourself and others in the intended use of the 
equipment.  

 
You need to be sure you have the correct truck for the job. This may involve checking 
site plans to be sure the truck is not too big or matching the load size to the truck. For 
example, a truck with a trailer may be a better option for multiple dump site tasks. 
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You will also need to select appropriate tools and equipment to assist in your operations. These may include: 
 

 Hand tools – these may be normal tools such as screwdrivers and 
hammers or may be specific to the job. 

 
 Hazard identification tools – this may include equipment for testing 

ground compaction to ensure your truck will not sink into the surface. 
 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for hazardous sites and work. 
 

 Maintenance tools and equipment for the truck. 
 

 Shovels or other implements for clearing material from the rear of the 
truck. 

 
Information about technical capabilities and limits can be found in the operator manuals supplied by the manufacturer of 
each item. 
 
It is not safe to operate vehicles or equipment outside site procedures and the manufacturer’s specifications. This may 
cause the vehicle to break and could also cause an accident or injury. 
 
 
 

2.1.1 Checking Tools and Equipment 
 
Before using any tools and equipment you need to make sure they are in safe working order and are ready to use.  

 
Always follow the manufacturer’s specifications and worksite policies and procedures 
when checking tools and associated equipment. 
 
Check tools and equipment for any obvious signs of damage or wear. For example: 
 

 Check the condition of screwdrivers before using them.  
 

 Check for splits or cracks in the handles of shovels.  
 

 Check the quality of PPE to make sure it has no rips, tears or broken parts.  

 
 Check for any equipment defect identification, e.g. tags or locks.  

 
 
 
You can use an inspection checklist to keep a record of the checks you have made. Record the details of any problems 
you find in a fault report form in accordance with your workplace procedures. 
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2.1.2 Conduct Routine Checks 
 
Before you use any vehicle you need to conduct routine checks to make sure it is safe to use. Check the truck logbook 

before you start your inspection to see if there are any faults that still need to be fixed before you can use the tip truck. 
 
Also make sure you are wearing the correct PPE before you start checking the vehicle. 
 
Routine checks are made up of: 
 

 
 
Generally, routine checks are performed at the start of each day or shift. Use an inspection checklist to keep a record of 
the checks you have made. 
 
 

Logging-On 
 
Before starting any work with the tip truck, your work requirements will ask you to log-on for your shift. Normally, this will 
be a digital device inside the cabin of the truck such as a computer or tablet (logbook or work diary).  
 
You will need to enter your details and the task details for the particular truck into the 
logbook before the start of every shift. These details may include: 
 

 Personnel identification number or name. 
 

 Truck identification number. 
 

 Shift start and end times. 
 

 Details of routine checks. 
 

 Truck destination. 

 
 Load requirements. 

 
 Other task-specific information. 

 
The data that is collected in your logbook or work diary will help to keep track of your work activities and shift details, 
including any problems you encountered. 
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2.1.2.1 Pre-Start Checks 
 
Pre-start checks are done before the tip truck is started. Walk around the tip truck and look for anything that is out of the 

ordinary. 
 

Part or Component What to Check 

Structure 

Check the general condition of the tip truck. Look for any obvious signs of 
wear and tear. 

Check for oil or other fluid leaks. 

Wheels and Tyres 

Check the condition of wheels. 

Check the condition and air pressure of the tyres to make sure they are 
within the manufacturer’s specifications. 

Fluids and Lubrication 

Check that the oils (engine, transmission, hydraulic) and fuel are at the right 
levels. 

Check that the water in the engine or other approved coolant is at the right 
level. 

Transmission fluid needs to be checked in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s specifications. 

Check that parts are lubricated to ensure smooth operation. 

Engine 

Check condition and security of battery. 

Check electrolyte levels. 

Check for any obvious signs of damage or wear. 

Tray and Hydraulic 
Rams 

Check for splits, leaks, fractures, bulges and warping. 

Ensure the hydraulic ram is well lubricated and not cracked, bent or 
damaged. 

Decals and Signage Check that all decals and signage are present on the vehicle. 

Windows 
Check that the windows are clean and you have good visibility from the 
operator’s chair. 

Cabin 
Check that the seat and safety belt are in good condition. 

Check that the cabin is clean. 

Service History and 
Logbook 

Check the vehicle hour meter, manufacturer’s recommendation and logbook 
to find out if the tip truck needs to be serviced. You can also check the 
instruments or computer for this information on later models. 

 
For exact details on the components for the vehicle you are operating, check the operator’s manual as different brands 
may have different requirements. 
 
 

2.1.2.2 Start the Tip Truck 
 

Start-up procedures will vary depending upon the site procedures and the 
manufacturer’s requirements. It is essential that you identify what procedures you 
need to undertake during the start-up process. 
 
You will find a detailed list of start-up procedures in your induction materials, 

company procedures manual, job descriptions and specifications, and daily task lists. 
 
Ensure that the engine idles for the required amount of time. Depending upon the 
individual vehicle this time could range from 3 to 10 minutes. During this process, 
monitor the temperatures of oil, engines and accessories. 
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2.1.2.3 Operational Checks 
 

Operational checks are made once the engine is started. 

 
Climb to the operator’s seat using 3 points of contact at all times (2 hands and 1 
foot or 2 feet and 1 hand). This is the safest way to climb in and out of the tip 
truck.  
 
Adjust the seat until comfortable and make sure you have maximum visibility. 
Secure your safety belt. 
 

 
 
 
Controls and functions that need to be checked on the tip truck: 
 

Part or Function What to Check  

Gauges and 
Instruments 

Check that all instruments are displaying properly and are not signaling any 
alarms or warnings. 

Safety Devices Test all lights and other warning devices. 

Tray Movements 
Check that the tray lifts up and down and can move to its full extent. Also 
ensure the movements are smooth and not jerky. 

Steering and 
Manoeuvrability 

Test all movements and steering on the tip truck.  

Ensure wheels don’t lock when going around corners and that the truck 
moves as it should.  

Check for slackness or looseness in the steering. 

Test the clutch and accelerator. 

Brakes 
Test the brakes, including air brakes, hydraulic brakes, parking brake, 
engine/exhaust brakes, speed retarders, anti-lock braking systems (ABS) and 
the emergency stopping device. 

Ancillary Equipment 
Test out all communications devices and any other systems or functions 
fitted. 

 
 
Once you have finished your operational checks it is a good idea to check for external signs of oil or fluid leaks. It is 
common for the start-up process to cause a leak through hoses breaking.  
 
 

2.1.3 Report All Faults 
 
Once all routine checks are finished, you will need to report any problems, faults, 
defects and damage that you found during the inspection. This is so that they can 
be repaired and the vehicle and equipment are safe for you or the next operator to 
use. 
 
Make sure the truck is tagged out (isolated from use) until the repairs have been 
made. 
 
Record the details of the problem in a fault report or the truck logbook. 
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2.2 Site Hazard Identification and Control 
 

Before you start work, you need to check for any hazards or dangers in the 
area. If you find a hazard or danger you need to do something to control it. This 
will help to make the workplace safer. 
 
While the project team or site management should have identified all hazards 
associated with the work, your responsibility is to maintain awareness of hazards 
and risks when you enter a site. 
 
Your work tasks may require you to enter different sites and work areas every 
day. Because of this, you will need to constantly be on the lookout for hazards. 
You may be required to check into the site office before your work begins so 
that you can be informed of the major hazards and controls in place. 
 

 
 

2.2.1 Identify Hazards  
 

Part of your job is to look around to see if you can find any hazards before you start 
any work. 
 
A hazard is a thing or situation with the potential to cause injury, harm or damage. 
 
When you start checking for hazards, make sure you look everywhere. A good way to 
do this is to check: 
 

 Up high above your head. 
 

 All around you at eye level. 
 

 Down low on the ground (and also think about what is under the ground). 
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Some hazards you should check for in the work area are: 
 

 Overhead and underground services. 
 

 Uneven, soft, slippery or unstable terrain. 
 

 Trees. 
 

 Fires. 
 

 Bridges. 
 

 Excavations. 
 

 Buildings. 
 

 Traffic. 
 

 Embankments. 
 

 Cuttings. 
 

 Hazardous materials. 
 

 Structures such as site offices and scaffolds. 
 

 The weather and environment. 
 

 Other workers or site visitors. 
 

 Pedestrians and other public traffic. 
 

 On site vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery. 
 

 Poorly maintained or faulty equipment. 
 

 Hazards from components of the tip truck (e.g. hoses under pressure, tipping 
trays, cooling systems or braking systems). 

 
 Handling characteristics of the tip truck. 

 
 Effects of the materials as you haul and dump them. 

 
 Chemical hazards such as fuel, chemicals, contaminants, gases or dusts. 



 

RIIVEH304D Conduct Tip Truck Operations 
Learner Guide 

Page 20 

2.2.2 Manage Hazards 
 
After you have found hazards or dangers you need to work out how bad they are: 

 

 
 
 
 
Thinking about these things will help you to choose how to control the hazards. Hazards controls need to follow: 

 
 Legislation (laws). 

 
 Australian Standards. 

 
 Codes of Practice. 

 
 Manufacturers’ specifications. 

 
 Industry standards. 

 
 
 
The best way to control hazards is to use the Hierarchy of Hazard Control. The hierarchy of hazard control is a range of 
options that can eliminate, or reduce the risk of hazards. 
 
You start at the top of the list and see if you can take away (eliminate) the 
hazard or danger.  
 
If you can’t take it away you move down the list to see if you can swap it for 
something safer (substitution).  
 
Keep working through the list until you find something that controls that 
hazard or danger.  
 
 
 
This table shows you the 6 different types of controls in order from best to worst: 
 

1. Elimination Completely remove the hazard. This is the best kind of hazard control.  

2. Substitution Swap a dangerous work method or situation for one that is less dangerous.  

3. Isolation 
Isolate or restrict access to the hazard. This includes using signage and 
barricades. 

4. Engineering Measures Use equipment to lower the risk level. 

5. Administrative Site rules and policies attempt to control a hazard. 

6. Personal Protective Equipment The least effective control. Use PPE while you carry out your work. 
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It is important to think about all of the options available when deciding on the best 
hazard controls. You may need to use more than 1 control measure to bring the risk 
level down to an acceptable level.  
 
Check the situation after you have applied a control measure to see if more 
controls, or different controls are needed to make the job safe. If more controls are 
needed, make sure they are applied before you start or continue the work. 
 
Talk to your supervisor or safety officer if you are not sure if it is safe enough to 
carry out your work. If you think the hazard is still too dangerous you should not try 
to do the work. 
 
 
 

2.2.2.1 Safe Operating Techniques 
 

Some control measures will need to be implemented by the organisation or site 
supervisor (e.g. traffic signs or fencing of critical areas), but others will involve you 
knowing how to operate the truck in a manner to counter-act or reduce the risk. 
 
The measures required to operate safely depend on the hazards identified. Make 
sure you know the risk, understand the control measures involved and implement 
any and all procedures. This is to ensure you operate the truck and perform the 
required tasks both safely and effectively.  
 

 
 
Safe operating techniques are those actions used during operations to manage and avoid hazardous situations. 
Techniques may include: 
 

 Use of a Flagman. 
 

 Erecting extra signage. 
 

 Using warning signals (lights or audible). 
 

 Implementing load spreading supports for the wheels. 
 

 Never dumping near overhead powerlines. 
 

 Adding reinforcement of structures or road surface. 
 

 Taking action to negotiate a change of load dump location (e.g. with the 
project manager or site supervisor). 

 
 Monitoring speed. Keep within the acceptable speeds for the area, this will 

allow you to be able to respond quickly to any situation.  
 

 Adjusting your driving to meet the conditions and the requirements of the 
site. 

 
 Keeping the tip truck operating within its tolerances and capacities. This 

reduces the risk of any issues or problems during operation, and reduces 
the likelihood of accidents or incidents. 

 
 Knowing your vehicle and recognising signs of problems. This is a critical 

aspect of keeping activities as safe as possible. 



 

RIIVEH304D Conduct Tip Truck Operations 
Learner Guide 

Page 22 

3.1 Drive the Tip Truck 
 
As a driver it is your responsibility to know the capabilities of the truck you drive and to be able to match it to the work 
instructions. This is to ensure the safe operation of the vehicle within its capabilities, and effective completion of all tasks 
within allotted timeframes.  
 
Do not attempt to perform work that is not suited to your truck or to create a hazard by 
using the wrong kind of vehicle for the work. 
 
During tip truck operations you will need to: 
 

 Assess the materials you are working with. 
 

 Use the equipment safely within the technical specifications and limits. 
 

 Use the equipment for tasks that it is specifically designed for. 
 

 Continuously monitor and check for hazards. 
 
 
 
It is important to coordinate your activities with other workers when you are planning and carrying out the work to make 
sure everyone knows: 
 

 
 
All workers on site must understand their own role and the roles of others before starting work. It helps to make sure 
work is done safely and efficiently. 


