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1.1 Introduction 
 
This course is based on the unit of competency RIIMPO335D Conduct Skid Steer Loader Operations without 
Attachments. 
 
You will learn about mine site skid steer loader operations including: 
 

 Planning and preparing for work. 
 

 Conducting routine checks. 
 

 Operating the skid steer loader. 
 

 Relocating the skid steer loader. 
 

 Maintenance and other housekeeping tasks. 
 
 
 
1.1.1 What is a Skid Steer Loader? 
 
A skid steer loader is a self-propelled wheeled machine that turns by skidding or reversing the wheels on one side of the 
machine.  
 
It has a front-mounted bucket-supporting structure and linkage and is used to excavate, lift, transport and discharge 
material. 
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1.1.1.1 Skid Steer Loader Components 
 
There are many models of skid steer loaders, but they share the same main components. The following diagram illustrates 
the basic components: 
 

  
 
 
Component Description 

Hydraulic Arms Attached to the rear of the machine to provide counter balance to loads. Hydraulic arms operate 
the bucket. 

Bucket A scoop at the front of the loader, with hydraulic arms that can lift and lower the bucket for 
excavating, pushing, lifting and tipping. 

Cabin Protected with a safety cage, the driver and controls are in the cabin. 

Chassis Provides the base for the loader, drive train and engine. 
 
 
 
1.1.1.2 Skid Steer Loader Operations 
 
The tasks performed by a skid steer loader may include: 
 

 Stripping and spreading topsoil and materials. 
 

 Backfilling. 
 

 Loading materials vehicles. 
 

 Excavating. 
 

 Mixing materials. 
 

 Site clean-up. 
 

 Compacting. 
 

 Cutting batters and benches. 
 

 Lifting and carrying materials. 
 

 Shifting and placing materials. 
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1.2 Site Policies and Procedures 
 
You must follow all safety rules and instructions when performing any work. If you 
are not sure about what you should do, ask your boss or supervisor. They will tell 
you what you need to do and how to do it in a safe way. 
 
Before starting your work you need to make sure you have access to all operations 
documentation for the job. This will help you to do your work in the safest way and 
make sure all work is compliant. 
 
 
 
Operations documentation includes: 
 

 
 
 

 
Your worksite will also have instructions for working safely including: 
 

 Emergency procedures, including using fire fighting equipment, first aid and 
evacuation. 

 
 Handling hazardous materials. 

 
 Safe operating procedures. 

 
 Personal protective clothing and equipment. 

 
 Safe use of tools and equipment. 
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1.3.2 Work Method Statements 
 
Many worksites require a work method statement before any work can start. A work method 
statement is a list of steps that outlines how a job will be done. It also includes any hazards 
that occur at each step, and what you need to do about them. 
 
These statements can also be known as Safe Work Method Statement (SWMS), Job Safety 
Analysis (JSA) or Safe Operating Procedure (SOP). 
 
 
 
 
1.3.3 Safety Data Sheets  
 
A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is a detailed document outlining the risks and hazards associated with handling chemicals and 
other materials such as contaminated soils. 
 
The SDS will contain details that can help you to identify: 
 

 
 
It will be issued by the manufacturer and may or may not include material handling methods. 
 
 
 
1.3.4 Project Quality Requirements 
 
Every project will have quality requirements. These outline when tasks need to be completed and the required standard of 
the work. 
 

Your work instructions and plans or drawings will guide you, and help you to make sure 
you are achieving the quality standard for the project.  
 
They can include: 
 

 Project dimensions. 
 

 Project tolerances. 
 

 Standards of work. 
 

 Material standards. 
 

Geological and survey data will be the most common form of quality and ground condition data used on a mine site. It is 
used to guide you through a job. It tells you what the area is like, what things you will need to think about and what work 
you need to complete. 
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1.4.4 Fire Fighting Equipment 
 
Fire fighting equipment on site could be anything from small fire extinguishers through 
to large water cannons. Different fire fighting equipment should be used for different 
types of fire. Always check the equipment for information on what type of fire it can be 
used on. 
 
Steps for using a fire extinguisher: 
 

1. Evacuate the area. 
 

2. Isolate the area. 
 

3. Call emergency services or other designated on site procedure. 
 

4. If it is safe to do so, use an extinguisher to attempt to control the fire using 
the PASS system. 

 
 
 
The PASS system: 
 

 
 
Contact your site emergency management team as soon as possible and call the fire brigade on 000. 
 

1.5 Hazard Identification and Control 
 
Before you start work, you need to check for any hazards or dangers in the area. If you find a hazard or danger you need 
to do something to control it. This will help to make the workplace safer. 
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1.5.1 Identify Hazards 
 
Part of your job is to look around to see if you can find any hazards before you start 
any work. 
 
A hazard is the thing or situation with the potential to cause injury, harm or damage. 
 
When you start checking for hazards, make sure you look everywhere. A good way to 
do this is to check: 
 

 Up high above your head. 
 

 All around you at eye level. 
 

 Down low on the ground (and also think about what is under the ground). 
 
 
Some hazards you should check for in the work area: 

 
 Facilities and services. 

 
 Uneven, soft, slippery or unstable terrain. 

 
 Trees. 

 
 Fires. 

 
 Bridges. 

 
 Excavations. 

 
 Buildings. 

 
 Traffic. 

 
 Embankments. 

 
 Cuttings. 

 
 Hazardous materials. 

 
 Structures such as site offices and scaffolds. 

 
 The weather and environment. 

 
 Other workers or site visitors. 

 
 On site vehicles, plant, equipment and machinery. 

 
 Poorly maintained or faulty equipment. 

 
 Hazards from components of the skid steer loader (e.g. hoses under 

pressure, hydraulic tanks, cooling systems or braking systems). 
 

 Haul road surface and edge solidity. 
 

 Handling characteristics of the skid steer loader. 
 

 Effects of the load as you move or scoop it. 
 

 Chemical hazards such as fuel, chemicals, contaminants, gases or dusts. 



 

RIIMPO335D Conduct Skid Steer Loader Operations without Attachments 
Learner Guide 

Page 14 

Hazard control measures need to be put in place before you start your work, or 
as soon as you see a hazard while you are doing your work. Hazard controls can 
sometimes be listed in your work instructions or you can ask your boss or 
supervisor for help. 
 
Once a hazard control is in place you will need to check to make sure it is 
working well to control the hazard or danger.  
 
Talk to your supervisor or safety officer if you are not sure if it is safe enough to 
carry out your work. If you think the hazard is still too dangerous you should not 
try to do the work. 
 
 
1.5.2.1 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is clothing and equipment designed to lower the chance of you being hurt on the 
job. It is required to enter most work sites. 
 

It includes: 
 

 Head protection – hard hats and helmets. 
 

 Foot protection – non-slip work boots. 
 

 Hand protection – gloves. 
 

 Eye protection – goggles, visors or glasses. 
 

 Ear protection – plugs or muffs. 
 

 Breathing protection – masks or respirators. 
 

 Hi-visibility clothing – clothing that makes you stand out and lets other 
people know where you are. 

 
 Weather protection – clothing that protects you from the sun or from the 

cold. 
 
Make sure any PPE you are wearing is in good condition, fits well and is right for the job. 
 
If you find any PPE that is not in good condition, tag it and remove it from service. Then tell your supervisor about the 
problem and they will organise to repair or replace the PPE. 
 
 
 
1.5.2.2 Traffic Control Barricades and Signage 
 
In some cases you may need to isolate the work area. Set up barricades and signage to warn others that you are working 
in the area and that it is dangerous for them to come too close. 
 
On worksites it is often necessary to control the movement of traffic around and through the site. To do this there are two 
different types of traffic plans: 
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2.1 Choose and Check Plant and Equipment 
 
Once you have confirmed your job requirements you need to choose the right plant and equipment to get the job done. 
 
When choosing plant and equipment you need to think about: 
 

 The task requirements, specifications and goals. 
 

 The appropriateness of the equipment for the completion of the task. 
 

 The characteristics, correct use, operating capacity and limitations of each 
item. 

 
 The potential risks to yourself and others in the intended use of the 

equipment.  
 
Information about technical capabilities and limits can be found in the operator manuals 
for each item. 
 
Once you have selected the plant, tools and equipment you need to carry out the tasks to finish the job, you need to 
check them for faults. This is to make sure they are safe to use and do not require maintenance. 
 
It is not  safe  to  operate  plant  or  equipment  beyond  the  manufacturer’s  specifications.  This  may  cause  the  machinery  to  
break and could also cause an accident or injury. 
 
 
2.1.1 Skid Steer Loader Characteristics and Limitations 
 

Check  the  operator’s  manual  and  manufacturer’s  specifications  for  information  
about: 
 

 Load limits and operating capacities. 
 

 Balance requirements with and without a loaded bucket. 
 

 The limits on slopes that can be negotiated both loaded and unloaded. 
 

 Manoeuvring capability, such as turning radius and stopping distances. 
 

 Materials and handling requirements. 
 

 
 
2.1.2 Conduct Routine Checks 
 
Before you use any piece of plant or equipment, you need to conduct routine checks to make sure it is safe to use. Check 
the machine logbook before you start your inspection to see if there are any faults that still need to be fixed before you 
can use the skid steer. 
 
Also make sure you are wearing the correct PPE before you start checking the machine. 
Routine checks are made up of: 
 

 Pre-Start Checks – visual checks that are made before you start the 
equipment. 

 
 Operational Checks – checks of all functions once the machine has been 

started. 
 
Generally, routine checks are performed at the start of each day or shift. 
 
You can use an inspection checklist to keep a record of the checks you have made. 
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2.1.2.2 Operational Checks 
 
Operational checks are made once the engine is started. 

 
Climb into the skid steer using 3 points of contact at all times (2 hands and 1 foot 
or 2 feet and 1 hand). This is the safest way to climb in and out of the machine.  
 
Adjust the seat until comfortable and make sure you have maximum visibility. 
Secure your safety belt or bar. 
 
Start  up  the  skid  steer  following  the  manufacturer’s  instructions. 
 
You will need to let the engine idle for the required amount of time. Depending 
upon the individual machine this idle time could range from 3 to 10 minutes. 
 

 
 
Controls and functions that need to be checked on the skid steer: 
 
Part or Function What to Check 

All Controls Test all arm and bucket movements. 

Gauges and 
Instruments 

Check that all instruments are displaying properly and are not signalling any alarms or 
warnings. 

Safety Devices Test all lights and other warning devices. 

Travel, Turning and 
Brakes Test all movements and brakes, including the emergency stopping device. 

Ancillary Equipment Test out all communications devices and any other systems or functions fitted. 
 
Once you have finished your operational checks it is a good idea to check for external signs of oil or fluid leaks. It is 
common for the start-up process to cause a leak through hoses breaking.  
 
 
2.1.3 Recording and Reporting Faults 
 
Once all routine checks are finished, you will need to report any problems, 
faults, defects and damage that you found during the inspection so that they 
can be repaired and the machine and equipment are safe for you or the next 
operator to use. 
 
Make sure the skid steer is tagged out (isolated from use) until the repairs 
have been made. 
 
Record the details of the problem in a fault report or the skid steer logbook. 
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Think about the size of the bucket you are using and work out the weight of the load. 
 
To work out the volume that the bucket can hold multiply the height (H), width (W) and length (L), then divide it by 2: 
 

 
 
 
Check the weight of the materials against the  manufacturer’s  specifications  to  make  sure  you  don’t  overload  the  skid  
steer. Keep in mind that uneven, rough, boggy or sloping ground can all reduce the amount or material that the skid steer 
can safely carry. 
 
 
 
2.2.2 Safe Operating Techniques 
 
To make sure your work is done in a safe way it is important to follow some basic safe operating techniques. 
 
Make sure the skid steer loader is suitable for the ground conditions and that the 
bucket is suitable to the task. 
 
Skid steer loaders are relatively easy to tip over because of their short wheel-base. 
You can prevent this by always keeping to the safe driving speeds for the conditions 
and terrain. 
 
Keep clear of holes or soft ground areas. Be careful when driving along the high 
side of an edge as it could cave in. 
 
Always travel with the bucket as low as the ground conditions will allow. 
 
 
 
Keep in constant communication with other personnel throughout your skid steer operations. Continuously monitor and 
check for hazards, and warn other workers if there is danger. 

 
Report your progress on a regular basis to your supervisor and modify your work 
to meet any new project or quality requirements, or changing conditions. 
 
The  operator’s  manual  will  outline  the  limitations  of  the  skid  steer  you  are  using. 
 
This will include information about: 
 

 Safe operating speeds and techniques. 
 

 Safe travel speeds. 
 

 Monitoring systems and alarms. 
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2.2.2.4 Machine Capacity 
 
Staying within the equipment and machine limitations is essential for smooth and safe operations of the skid steer.  
 
This is done through knowing: 
 

 
 
 
 
2.2.3 Skid Steer Loader Operating Techniques 
 
When operating a skid steer loader it is important for you to feel confident in your 
machine  and  to  know  its  capabilities.  This  is  best  achieved  by  reading  the  operator’s  
manual. 
 
Also spend the time to work out engine rev performance, what speeds are 
appropriate for which tasks, at what height the bucket performs best and any other 
factors for the skid steer you are operating. 
 
This will help you to operate safely in all terrains and to adjust your operating 
techniques effectively. 
 
 
 
Operating techniques include: 
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2.2.3.2 Backfilling Excavations 
 
The skid steer can be used to backfill small excavations after work has been 
completed.  
 
When backfilling it is important that the right materials are deposited into the 
excavation, and that the right level of compaction is achieved. 
 
Loose materials in an excavation can settle over time and sink down. Make sure 
there is enough backfilled material packed into the trench to keep the ground 
even after the work is completed. 
 
 
 
2.2.3.3 Stripping, Spreading and Mixing Materials 
 

Skid steer loaders can be used to strip back the top layer of earth to excavate or level 
an area. The blade of the bucket is used to cut and lift a small amount of the topsoil. 
 
This topsoil can be transported to another area and spread out. Spreading topsoil can 
be done a number of ways. You can discharge the soil from the bucket bit by bit as you 
move along, or scrape a small pile of topsoil over an area using the blade of the bucket. 
 
They can also be used to mix materials as the bucket is able to shift a considerable 
amount of materials quickly. 
 

 
 
2.2.3.4 Compacting Materials 
 
When compacting with the skid steer, there are a number of important points to remember. You must: 
 

 
 
All compacting operations must work within the designated compacting pattern for the site to ensure that compaction 
degrees are achieved as efficiently as possible.  
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2.2.4 Shift and Place Materials 
 
In some mining projects you may need to use the skid steer to load materials, carry them to another area and place them 
in a specific location. 
 
It is important that this work is conducted in coordination with authorised personnel 
on site and that you always have a spotter to help you during the work. 
 
Before commencing any load shifting, you will need to confirm the following with all 
personnel involved:  
 

 Specific task requirements. 
 

 Path of travel. 
 

 Correct process to be used. 
 

 Communication methods to be used. 
 
This will help to make the entire process runs smoothly and it will avoid confusion. It can be very dangerous if you have a 
loaded skid steer, and you do not know the exact path of travel to be followed.  
 
If you are unsure of what to do, always speak with experienced personnel or your supervisor on site. Never begin an 
operation if you are not fully aware of what is required of you. 
 
 
 
2.2.4.1 Determine Weight of the Load 
 
You need to coordinate with authorised personnel to work out the weight of the load of materials to make sure your skid 
steer can safely carry the materials without damaging the equipment or making it unstable. 

 
The weight of the load of materials can be found in a number of ways: 
 

 Check for weight markings on the load.  
 

 Check delivery dockets or information sheets.  
 

 Check the weighbridge certificate. 
 

 Calculate the weight of the load or material. 
 

If you cannot be sure of the weight and cannot calculate it, do not lift the materials. 
 
Once you know the weight of the materials you need to make sure the skid steer you are using has the capacity to lift it 
safely.  You  can  check  the  capacity  of  the  skid  steer  in  the  operator’s  manual  or  manufacturer’s  specifications. 
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2.2.4.4 Communicate When Moving Loads 
 
Communicating when carrying loads may involve communication equipment such as 
two-way radios. Whistles, bells or other devices may also be used as audible signals 
to assist with movement of loads.  
 
There are also specific hand signals that apply to the shifting of loads. Hand and 
audible signals are designed to make the lifting and placement of objects safer and 
more effective. 
 
Make sure you confirm all signals with the spotter and any other personnel who are 
directing you before you start to shift the load. Make sure you follow all directions 
given to you by the person who is directing the lift. If you are not sure what the 
signal means, stop and clarify it with the spotter before you continue. 
 
 
Shown here are the hand and audible signals commonly used in Australia: 
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2.3 Adjust Techniques to Meet Changing Conditions 
 
While you are working and moving materials, the site will change.  
 
Lighting Changes – Twilight is the time when your eyes might become more tired and difficult to focus. It could be 
more difficult to see the terrain and to judge distances. Set up temporary lighting where possible and go slowly. 
 

 
 
 
Weather Conditions – Rain, sleet, snow, wind and humidity can all affect both your skid steer and the materials you are 
working with. Additional moisture from any source will change the composition of the materials, possibly making them 
heavier and slippery. This means you will not be able to shift or load as much and you will need to adjust the quantities 
you are dealing with in each run. 
 

 
 
 
Work Conditions – As more materials are moved around or removed from a site the work conditions may change. 
Materials that you are working with can change throughout a project. As you excavate deeper or move onto other stages 
of a mining project you will be working with different materials, equipment and personnel. 
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2.3.2 Monitor and Check for Hazards 
 
While you work it is important to always be on the lookout for new hazards, and to check that hazard controls are still in 
place and working effectively. This will help to ensure the safety of yourself, other personnel, plant and equipment. 
 
Check the following things while you work: 
 
Potential Hazards Explanation 

Services, Structures 
and Clearances 

Know how far you are from facilities and services at all times. Use a spotter to guide you if you 
cannot clearly see. Be aware that the distance to the services may be reduced as ground 
conditions change or stockpiles are created. You also need to be aware of overhead clearances 
when dumping materials into trucks or other haulage units. 

Other Machines 
At all times you need to know when other machines are working near the skid steer. Know and 
stick to your agreed travel paths or roads. Good communication between operators is essential 
to avoid collisions. 

Live Stockpiles Movement of materials in a live stockpile is likely. There is always the potential for the walls of a 
stockpile to collapse if it is incorrectly excavated. 

Personnel 
Good communication is the key to working with other personnel. Be aware of people in work 
area. Make sure they are not in danger and are a safe distance from the skid steer. If you are 
authorised,  tell  them  to  leave  if  they  shouldn’t  be  there,  or  call  on  someone  who  is  authorised. 

 
 
2.3.2.1 Operator Fatigue 
 
Fatigue is one of the leading causes of accidents for operators of all types of vehicles and equipment. It can be caused by: 
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2.4 Completing Your Work 
 
The key to completing tasks efficiently is good time management and knowing how to use your equipment properly. 
 

During your skid steer operations you will need to ensure your activities are 
completed within the operating capacity of the equipment.  
 
This will include making sure that you: 
 

 Maintain the appropriate speeds for the machine and conditions. 
 

 Only use the machine and equipment for their designed purpose. 
 

 Know your machine and are able to recognise signs of problems due to 
the way you are operating your equipment. 

 
 
 
 
2.4.1 Checking Your Completed Work 
 
Once you have completed your work you will need to check it against your workplan, 
including: 
 

 Your work instructions and project plans and drawings. 
 

 Project quality requirements and timelines. 
 

 Geological and survey data. 
 
Speak to your supervisor when the work is completed to see if there are any other tasks 
that need to be done to complete the job. 
 
 

3.1 Park and Shut Down the Skid Steer 
 
Once all tasks are complete and the work for the day is done, it is important that you park and shut down the skid steer. 
 
Every piece of machinery has slightly different park and shutdown procedures. For the exact procedure for the machine 
you  are  operating,  check  the  operator’s  manual. 
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3.2 Post-Operational Checks 
 

Post-operational checks need to be done to make sure the skid steer is ready for the 
next operator. 
 
General maintenance activities are done to keep all plant and equipment working 
safely for longer. 
 
As part of your job as a skid steer operator, you need to inspect your machine to 
find and report any faults or damage that may have occurred during your work 
activities. 
 

 
 
Your inspection should include: 
 

 
 
 
Post-operational checks should include all of the things you look for when 
conducting pre-start checks. For example: 
 

 Fluid levels. 
 

 Condition of tyres. 
 

 Hydraulics (rams, hoses and connections). 
 

 Structure for damage or wear. 
 
 
 
3.2.1 Reporting Faults 
 

Once a fault has been found, it needs to be reported and fixed.  
 
Most sites have a fault report form that you will need to fill out with the details. 
The form will generally need the machinery or equipment make and model 
numbers, the site identification numbers, the type of fault and the person 
reporting the fault.   
 
You also need to make sure the skid steer is tagged out (isolated from use) until 
the repairs have been made. This will stop anybody from using it before it has 
been repaired. 
 
Some sites will have a verbal system of reporting where you speak with a 
supervisor who then documents the fault, while others may require the operator 
to organise repairs of the fault directly. 
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3.3.1 Move Skid Steer Safely Between Worksites 
 
Most skid steers can be driven on haul roads and access ways. If the new work 
location is a short distance away, the skid steer will often be driven there. 
 
When the skid steer is being driven around on site the operator must obey all site 
traffic rules, including right of way laws. Flashing or rotating amber lights may be 
used. 
 
Make sure that an approved traffic management plan is in place. 
 
 

 
 
This may include: 
 

 Stopping other traffic to allow the equipment to move freely. 
 

 Using escort vehicles where needed. 
 

 Sometimes a haul vehicle crossing will be established to allow materials 
movement across public roadways. Always follow designated traffic 
control and maintain communication with other workers involved. 

 
The  bucket  must  be  raised  off  the  ground  and  secured  as  per  the  manufacturer’s  
guidelines. Often the safe travelling height of the bucket is only high enough to 
provide ground clearance. 
 
Make sure that you use escort vehicles where needed, always follow the designated traffic control and maintain 
communication with other workers involved. 
 
 

 
If the new site is further away, it will need to be transported on the back of a float. 
 
You will need to drive the machine onto the float. The safest way to do this is to use 
a spotter to make sure you are moving onto the float as straight as possible and 
that you stop in the right position to secure the equipment onto the trailer. 
 
Once the equipment is in place on the back of the float, locking pins will need to be 
engaged and it will be tied down and secured onto the float. 
 
A spotter would also be used when unloading the vehicle at the next location. 
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You will also need to coordinate with mechanics, maintenance supervisors or other 
site workers to ensure the vehicle is serviced at regular programmed intervals. 
 
Maintenance activities could include: 
 

 Air filters – should be checked daily in dusty conditions. Clean or replace 
them as necessary. 

 
 Greasing or lubricating parts. 

 
 Checking bucket teeth and replacing them as needed. 

 
 Battery checks – clean the battery, check electrolyte levels. 

 
 Fuel and other fluids – check and maintain levels. 

 
 

 
 
3.4.2 Vehicle Refuelling Procedures 
 
All refuelling of equipment needs to be done in line with safety procedures and workplace instructions. 
 
Some sites may have refuelling areas for plant and machinery set up to make 
sure any spills or incidents can be contained without causing damage to the 
environment. Spill response procedures need to be clear and spill kits available to 
manage any incident. 
 
Other sites use a service truck or fuel tanker that travels to each machine to 
refuel. On these sites it is very important that all procedures are followed to avoid 
any incidents (such as fires in a coal mine environment) or damage to the 
environment. For example, there may be site rules against refuelling plant and 
equipment near a waterway or sensitive area. 
 
Refuelling can be a dangerous activity, so it is important that you know and understand the correct procedures and 
techniques. If you are not sure what to do, speak with your supervisor. 
 
 
These are some general guidelines for refuelling plant and equipment. Always check the procedure for your work site 
before any refuelling is done. 
 

 Park the machine in an appropriate location or within a bunded area. This 
contains any environmentally sensitive fluids or spills from entering and 
causing damage to the environment. 

 
 Shut down the machine and apply all brakes and isolations. 

 
 Leave the cabin, or if company procedures do not allow this make sure you 

do not restart the machine until you have permission from the refuelling 
operator. 

 
 If you are responsible for refuelling the machine make sure you have the 

right PPE on before you start. This may include safety glasses, face shields, 
gloves or other approved gear. 

 
 Activate the fuel pump correctly and make sure all safety procedures are 

followed. 
 

 Shut down the fuel pump once the machine has been refuelled. 
 

 Roll up or safely tidy all fuel lines or hoses.  
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3.5 Clean Up After Operations 
 
Once all your skid steer tasks are finished, you will need to clean up the site. This includes removing any tools and 
equipment that have been used. 
 

 
 
 
 
3.5.1 Clearing the Work Area 
 
In clearing your work area you will be carrying out housekeeping activities. Housekeeping procedures on your site may 
include: 

 
 Eliminating or controlling any potential hazards. Your duty of care means you 

shouldn’t  leave  a  possible  source  of  danger  or  accident  for  others. 
 

 Using the correct PPE – Make sure you use appropriate PPE when dealing 
with waste or possible hazardous materials as you clear up. For example, 
chemicals used for cleaning can be dangerous unless used correctly. 

 
 Removing any hazard controls that are no longer needed, e.g. temporary 

fences, barricades and signage. 
 

 Recycling or disposing of materials to carry out site clean-up tasks, e.g. 
construction materials, stockpiled materials, stones, rocks, gravel and 
bituminous mixes, paper and site rubbish – Put any waste materials in the 
bins provided, and recycle where possible, in line with the site plans for 
environmental management or waste disposal. 

 
 Packing up, maintaining and storing plant, equipment and tools. 

 
Good housekeeping will help you to see any problems or hazards on the worksite. This 
will help you to make sure the working environment is safe. 

 
It is your responsibility to clean up after your work activities and not leave it to someone else to do. 
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Appendix A – Skid Steer Loader Daily Inspection 
Checklist 
 
Skid Steer Loader Daily Inspection Checklist 

Company Name: Date: 

Operator Name: Site: 

Machine Number: Operator Name: 

Check Type (Please Circle): Pre-Start Post-Operational 

 
Component What to Check for 9 Comments 

External Check 

Tyres and wheels. Inflation, pressure, damage, 
covers.  

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Out of Service Tag Attached?   Yes   /   No 

Lift arms. Wear, damage, leaks, loose 
parts.  

Bucket. 
Wear, damage, cracks, 
leaks, loose parts, excessive 
debris. 

 

Underneath machine. Leaks, loose parts, damage.  

Frame, steps, handholds. Condition, damage, 
cleanliness.  

Hydraulic cylinders, tubes, 
hoses, fittings. Damage and leaks.  

Covers and guards. Damage, wear, secured.  

Windows and mirrors. Cleanliness, damage, 
visibility.  

Decals and signage. Readability, wear.  
Load capacity plate. Damage, wear, visible.  

Overall machine. 
Loose or missing parts, 
damage, wear, missing 
guards and safety devices. 

 

Engine Check 

Fluids. 
Engine oil, hydraulic oil, 
transmission oil, coolant, 
engine pre-cleaner, brake 
fluid. 

 ______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Out of Service Tag Attached?   Yes   /   No 

Batteries. Cleanliness, loose nuts and 
bolts.  

Air filter. Damage, dirt buildup, 
indicators.  

Radiator.  Damage, leaks, dirt buildup, 
blockages.  

Hoses. Leaks, wear, damage.  
Belts. Tightness, wear or cracks.  
Overall engine.  Damage, dirt buildup, leaks.  
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Internal/Cabin Check 

Levers, controls and gauges. Damage, cleanliness, labels, 
working.  ______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Out of Service Tag Attached?   Yes   /   No 

ROPS. Damage, cracks, wear.  
Floor plates.  Clear and free of oil/grease.  
Seat and seat belts. Adjustment, damage, wear.  
Fire extinguisher. Damage and charge.  
Logbook, running sheet, 
vehicle history, service 
sheets.  

Present and correct.  

Mirrors. Adjusted, clean, visible.  

Overall cabin interior. Cleanliness, damage, 
missing parts.  

Operational Checks 
Master and isolation 
switches, start switch or key. 

Present, functioning, 
damage.  

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Out of Service Tag Attached?   Yes   /   No 

Joy sticks or levers. Functioning, damage, wear.  
Accelerator and brakes, 
emergency stopping device. 

Working, damage, wear, 
dirt build up on pedals.  

Bucket. Movements, smooth or 
jerky.  

Air-conditioning, radio, two-
way radios, lights, horn. Functioning, damage, wear.  

Gauges. 
Oil pressure, fuel level, 
engine temperature, 
hydraulics, and 
speedometer. 

 

Start-up alarms. Functioning and visible.  

GPS, auto levelling controls. Working, visible, accurate, 
damage, wear.  

 
Action Taken to Repair Skid Steer Loader: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: Date of Repair: 

  
Return to Service Authority by Supervisor 
Comments: 

Supervisor Name: Signature: Date: 

 


