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THE CUNNING FAMILY TRUST AND THE PEACHEY FAMILY TRUST TRADING AS SAFE WORK RESOURCES PTY LTD ABN 90 785 129 255 
(“SAFE WORK RESOURCES”) 

 
The information, software, products, and services included in or available through the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products 
may include inaccuracies, operational or typographical errors. Changes are periodically added to the information herein. Safe Work Resources and/or its associated 
companies/businesses may make improvements and/or changes in the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products at any time. 
Advice received via the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products is of a general nature and should not be relied upon for personal, 
medical, legal or financial decisions and you should consult an appropriate professional for specific advice tailored to your situation. 
 
Safe Work Resources and/or its associated companies/businesses make no representations about the suitability, reliability, availability, timeliness, and accuracy of the 
information, software, products, services and related graphics contained on the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products for any 
purpose. To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, all such information, software, products, services and related graphics are provided "as is" without 
guarantee, warranty or condition of any kind. Safe Work Resources and/or its associated companies/businesses hereby, to the maximum of extent permitted by 
applicable law, disclaim all guarantees, warranties and conditions with regard to this information, software, products, services and related graphics, including all implied 
warranties or conditions of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, title and non-infringement and to the extend guarantees, warranties and conditions are 
implied and cannot be excluded, Safe Work Resources limits its liability at Safe Work Resources option to the: replacement of the goods or the supply of equivalent 
goods; repair of the goods or payment of the cost of having the goods repaired; payment of the cost of replacing the goods or of acquiring equivalent goods; or 
resupplying the services or the costs of resupplying the services. 
 
To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, in no event shall Safe Work Resources and/or its associated companies/businesses be liable for any direct, 
indirect, punitive, incidental, special, consequential losses or damages or any damages whatsoever including, without limitation, damages for injury or death, loss of use, 
data, profits, revenue, production, opportunity, goodwill or any similar loss whether or not in your reasonable contemplation, arising out of or in any way connected with 
the use or performance of the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products with the delay or inability to use the Safe Work Resources 
website, applications, documents or any other products or related services, the provision of or failure to provide services, or for any information, software, products, 
services and related graphics obtained through the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products or otherwise arising out of the use of 
the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products whether based on contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, even if Safe 
Work Resources or any of its associated companies/businesses has been advised of the possibility of damages. Because some states/jurisdictions do not allow the 
exclusion or limitation of liability for consequential or incidental damages, the above limitation may not apply to you. If you are dissatisfied with any portion of the Safe 
Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products or related services or with any of these terms of use, your sole and exclusive remedy is to 
discontinue using the Safe Work Resources website, applications, documents or any other products or related services. 
 
Your use of the Safe Work Resources information, software, products & services is governed by the laws of the state of Victoria and you hereby agree to the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the courts of or in Victoria and courts of appeal therefrom. 
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MODULE BASIS 
 
This module is based on the unit of competency PUASAR025A Undertake Confined Space Rescue: 
 
 
Element 1 – Prepare for 
confined space rescue 
operation. 

1.1 Operation and task information is obtained from a variety of sources and analysed, 
and team roles are confirmed. 
1.2 Appropriate rescue equipment is identified and selected based on incident 
information as directed by supervisor. 
1.3 Personal protective equipment is selected relevant to the nature of the confined 
space rescue operation. 
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1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

These training materials are based on the national unit of 
competency PUASAR025A: Undertake Confined Space 
Rescue. 
 
The course material has also been written to reflect AS 2865-
2009 and the new Model Confined Spaces Code of Practice. 
 
To complete this unit successfully it is recommended that you 
possess skills in, or have completed: 
 

 PUASAR022A: Participate In A Rescue Operation. 
 

 PUAFIR316: Identify, Detect And Monitor Hazardous 
Materials At An Incident. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.1.1 COURSE OVERVIEW 
 
Throughout this course you will learn about: 
 

 Preparing for a confined space rescue operation. 
 

 Assessing and managing the confined space rescue. 
 

 Determining the location and condition of casualties. 
 

 Gaining entry to the confined space. 
 

 Removal of casualties from the confined space. 
 

 Post-rescue operation requirements. 
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1.1.2 WHAT IS A CONFINED SPACE? 
 
Participating in a confined space rescue requires you to have an 
understanding of what a confined space is, the dangers related to 
any confined space operations, and the techniques and 
equipment that can be implemented to minimise the risk of these 
dangers. 
 
Working in confined or enclosed spaces can be extremely 
dangerous and can lead to serious injury, illness or death for 
individuals or whole groups of workers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A confined space can increase a worker’s risk of being 
overcome by fumes, gases or lack of oxygen, damage to 
hearing through increased noise or vibration, extreme 
temperatures and injury through falls and slips. 
 
It is very important that you have the ability to correctly 
identify a confined space in order to take appropriate the 
action such as obtaining permits and using safety 
equipment. 
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AS 2865 and the Code of Practice defines a confined space as an 
enclosed or partially enclosed space that: 
 

 Is not designed or intended primarily to be occupied or 
entered by a person. 

 
 Has a restricted means of entry and exit. 

 
 Is, or is designed or intended to be, at normal 

atmospheric pressure while any person is in the space. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Presents a risk to health and safety from: 
 

 An atmosphere that does not have a safe oxygen level. 
 

 Contaminants, including airborne gases, vapours and 
dusts, that may cause injury from fire or explosion. 

 
 Harmful concentrations of any airborne contaminants. 

 
 Engulfment. 
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Confined spaces may include: 
 

 Culverts and storm water systems. 
 

 Pipes and live or inactive sewer mains. 
 

 Shafts, ducts and access chambers. 
 

 Pits, trenches and gullies. 
 

 Environmental traps and tanks. 
 

 Box girders and bridge voids. 
 

 Storage tanks, process vessels, boilers, pressure vessels, 
silos and other tank-like compartments. 

 
 Tank cars. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Shipboard spaces entered through a small 
hatchway or access point such as: 

 
 Cargo tanks. 

 
 Cellular double-bottom tank. 

 
 Duct keels. 

 
 Ballast. 

 
 Oil tanks. 

 
 Void spaces (not including dry cargo holds). 
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A person is deemed to have entered a confined space when their head (i.e. the breathing zone) or upper 
part of the body is within the boundary of the confined space. (Note that inserting an arm for atmospheric 
testing is not considered an entry into a confined space). 
 

 
 
 
 
You can use a table similar to the one shown below to determine if the work area is classified as a confined 
space. Answer each question with Yes or No. 
 

Question Yes or No 

1. Is the space enclosed or partially enclosed?  
2. Is the space intended or designed primarily for other than human occupancy?  
3. Does the space have a restricted means of entry and exit?  
4. Is the space designed or intended to be at normal atmospheric pressure while 

any person is in the space?  

5. Could the atmosphere have oxygen concentration outside of the safe oxygen 
range?  

6. Could the atmosphere have a concentration of airborne contaminant that may 
cause fire or explosion?  

7. Could the atmosphere have harmful concentrations of any airborne 
contaminants?  

8. Could there be a risk of engulfment?  
Is the area classified as a confined space? If you have answered Yes to question 1 and at least once for 
any questions afterwards (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8) the area is classified as a confined space. E.g. 1 + 4 = 
confined space 
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1.1.3 WORKING IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROCEDURES 
 
All confined space operations need to be conducted in 
accordance with procedures. Procedures exist to ensure 
that all work is completed in a way that is safe and achieves 
the required outcomes efficiently without causing harm to 
personnel/workers, equipment, the work area or the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Procedures can include: 
 

 Legislation. 
 

 Codes of Practice. 
 

 Regulations. 
 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
guidelines. 

 
 Licence and certification requirements. 

 
 Permits and internal permit control systems. 

 
 
 

 Australian Standards (AS 2865). 
 

 Isolation techniques (mechanical and 
electrical). 

 
 Atmospheric testing and action taken to 

provide safe entry to the confined space. 
 

 Training and information provided to 
personnel/workers to determine that the 
situation is safe and work may proceed. 

 
 Communication procedures in accordance 

with organisational requirements. 
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1.1.4 TRAINING AND COMPETENCY 
 

All persons working in confined spaces, or 
carrying out associated tasks must be trained 
and assessed as competent to do so. 
 
Confined spaces workers must be re-assessed 
regularly to maintain a sufficient level of skill and 
knowledge to carry out work in confined spaces. 
 
Make sure you keep any records of training and 
competency assessment. 
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1.2 GATHER INFORMATION AND DETERMINE 
OPERATIONAL PLAN 
 
It is vital that accurate and up-to-the-minute 
information is collected before rescue operations 
can commence. 
 
Trying to carry out a confined space rescue 
without knowing exactly what has happened and 
where casualties are located can put both the 
rescue team and the person/s in need of help in 
great danger. 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2.1 OBTAINING AND ANALYSING RESCUE OPERATION 
INFORMATION 
 

You will need to know the type of incident that has 
occurred and the magnitude or severity of the event. 
 
You will also need to know the number of people in 
need of rescue and the type and degree of any 
injuries. 
 
This will help you to decide what size rescue team 
you will need, what equipment they will need to use, 
what hazard controls to implement and what first 
aid/emergency services will need to be ready to deal 
with any casualties. 

 
 
 
You will need accurate knowledge of the location of 
the incident and of every person needing help. This is 
essential in planning a rescue strategy. 
 
A thorough examination of the incident scene will 
need to be undertaken to determine information such 
as access and egress routes, potential hazards and 
environmental conditions. 
 
Weather conditions are an important consideration, 
so make sure you have accurate forecasts in order to 
deal with changing circumstances. 
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Sources of information may include: 
 

 Emergency procedures. 
 

 Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). 
 

 Maps. 
 

 Global Positioning Systems (GPS). 
 

 Vehicle tracking systems. 
 

 Navigational systems. 
 

 Field reports. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Communications technology equipment. 
 

 Oral or written communication. 
 

 Evacuation procedures. 
 

 Relevant Australian or international 
documentation in disaster/emergency 
management. 

 
 Organisational and workplace operating 

procedures and policies. 
 

 Personal and work area work procedures and 
practices. 

 
 Occupational Health & Safety/Work Health & 

Safety (OHS/WHS) procedures. 
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1.2.2 DETERMINING AN OPERATIONAL PLAN 
 
It is important to have an adequate operational plan in place before attempting a rescue.  
 
This will help make sure that all information has been gathered and that everyone involved in the rescue 
knows exactly what needs to be done, when to implement actions and what possible changes in 
circumstances may occur. 
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An operational plan may also include information relating to: 
 

 Aims and objectives of the rescue. 
 

 Number and condition of casualties. 
 

 Potential operating area. 
 

 Other agencies whose involvement may be required 
such as emergency services. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Rescue strategies and techniques appropriate to the situation. 
 

 Priority of tasks. 
 

 Equipment required to perform the rescue. 
 

 Resources available to the rescue team. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Time constraints. 
 

 Possible tactics to implement strategies. 
 

 Command, control and co-ordination arrangements. 
 

 Resources required including their availability. 
 

 Reconnaissance techniques. 
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