
Multinational and local businesses signed the New Zealand Plastic Packaging 
Declaration and or New Plastics Economy Global Commitment, pledging to use 100% 
reusable, recyclable or compostable packaging in local operations by 2025. 

New Zealand is one of the world’s most wasteful countries. It is estimated that in 
Aotearoa, we throw away an estimated 159g of plastic waste per person per day. 

As a result, the New Zealand government announced in June 2021 that it will phase 
out selected single-use plastics between 2022 and 2025. Below are the phases of this 
plastics ban.

By mid-2022
• Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 

meat trays
• Polystyrene (PS) 

takeaway food and 
beverage packaging

• Expanded polystyrene 
(EPS) food and 
beverage packaging

• Degradable plastic 
products (eg, oxo and 
photo degradable)

• Plastic drink stirrers
• Plastic stemmed cotton 

buds

By mid-2023
• Plastic produce bags
• Plastic plates, bowls 

and cutlery
• Plastic straws
• Plastic produce labels

By mid-2025
• All other PVC food and 

beverage packaging. 
• All other PS food and 

beverage packaging. 

Preparing your 
business for the single-
use plastics phase out.

More information is available on the 
Ministry for the Environment website.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/waste/plastic-phase-out/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1647484562599006&usg=AOvVaw2puXOhX_8w6p2Bx3ZpGeSi


Sustainability is a journey, not a destination.

Our quest towards a paradigm shift, from linear to circular, began in 2011. We utilise 
the most innovative plant-based raw materials to design and develop elegant, low 
emission packaging intended for recovery, composted post-consumer use to be 
returned to the earth - full circle.

Over the last year, our customers have replaced over 500,000kg of oil-based 
packaging with plant-based packaging - or around 1.4 billion packaging units. 
Locally we are servicing 4,000 businesses, your local pizza and coffee shops to large 
corporations such as New World and Air New Zealand.

At present, certified compostable packaging accounts for around 1 percent of the 
total plastics market. However, analysts forecast strong growth within the sector with 
increasing pressures to shift towards a  new sustainability paradigm - the circular 
economy.

Join us as we reach a wider audience, making compostable material innovations 
approachable in day-to-day life while following the government regulations and 
decreasing the waste of our take-aways, creating a more responsible future. 

The future of take-away 
and foodware products.
Recommendations from the Ministry for the Environment 
support switching to certified compostable packaging 
where collections are facilitated. You can read more from 
the Rethinking Plastic series here. 

With over 500 SKUs, we offer packaging alternatives to 
all existing single-use disposable plastics in use and a 
full circle recovery service - Compost Collect. For more 
information, please speak with your account manager or 
send us an email at info@ecoware.co.nz.

To view our range, visit ecoware.co.nz, and for 
questions regarding custom branding, please get 
in touch by emailing info@ecoware.co.nz.

https://www.pmcsa.ac.nz/2019/12/05/reducing-the-carbon-footprint-of-plastics-by-using-recycled-plastic/#:~:text=The%20greatest%20reduction%20in%20the,combined%20with%20100%25%20recycling%20and
https://www.ecoware.co.nz/pages/compost-collect
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