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Do you want to challenge a new type of craft? 
Japanese Creations is proudly introducing different types of authentic 
Japanese crafts. One of them is Chigiri-e; a Japanese paper collage using 
fine Washi paper. The Chigiri-e course comes with everything you need to 
create 6 beautiful motifs with step-by-step video instructions. Three of the 
motifs are assignments where you get direct feedbacks and advices from 
the instructor. Also, whenever you have questions, you can receive online 
support. I’ll be standing by to help you!   - Toshiko Kamiyama

Japanese Creations’ educational courses include templates for each motif. Our curriculum includes all the steps 
needed to complete each motif in detailed video and text form, so you can check how to complete each step 
at your own pace. Have questions not answered in the texts or videos? You can always message our Chigiri-e 
master at any time.

Once you understand the concepts of Chigiri-e, you’ll be having so much fun you won’t be able to stop! Chigiri-e 
is a great lifetime hobby for people of all ages.

Try sending your creations as a gift. Whoever receives your Chigiri-e is sure to be surprised and happy to receive 
such a wonderful work of art.

The beautiful colors of the Chigiri-e will be brought out and its extravagance enhanced when framed. 

Japanese Creations Chigiri-e course can be completed by beginners!

Chigiri-e will become a hobby for life.
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Give one as a gift to make your special someone’s day!

You’ll be surprised at how gorgeous Chigiri-e will look in your home!

Copy the template onto 
the artboard
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Copy parts of the template 
individually onto the 
corresponding Washi

Tear the Washi with 
your hands

Glue the torn Washi 
onto the artboard

A beautiful Chigir-e 
project completed!

EASY STEPS TO CHIGIRI-E

JAPANESE CREATIONS CHIGIRI-E COURSE

FROM THE INSTRUCTOR



USER INTERVIEW

Anne started experiencing several types of art and craft about 10 years ago. 
She has tried watercolor and oil, and now enjoying the art of paper tearing. 

Enjoying between Tucson and Chicago, she dedicates her spare time to craft, 
especially to Chigiri-e.  

ANNE

We moved to Tucson, Arizona about 8 years ago. And that is when I started taking art classes. It is somewhat 
an art scene here. In the fall of 2017, I found a Chigiri-e class at the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum. I went to 
the class, I liked it so much that I looked up online and found Japanese Creations. When I found your Chigiri-e 
Course, I thought this is going to be really good. I finished the course in 4 weeks. I finished the Japanese 
Creations’ online course and the class at the Desert Museum both at the same time.  But I liked the online 
course better.

When I started taking art classes in Tucson, I initially started using acrylic, but I didn’t like it. And watercolor 
is hard. So I didn’t know what to do.  So I thought about oil. But oil is messy and stinky. So I started doing 
collages.  When I saw Chigiri-e, I thought it was similar to my paper collages, but it was very different. 

I find Chigiri-e accessible and easy. Harder than expected but once you get into 
it, it’s easy. Some steps are complicated but the concept is easy. It’s not like 
painting. Painting is hard, you can’t solve problems. Once you make a mistake, 
that is it. Acrylic, because [Tucson] is dry climate, the oil will dry in 5 minutes on 
your canvas. I have fine motor skills, so tearing was not too hard for me. Once 
you learn the technique, the Washi is easy to tear. 

When I first saw the package, I thought I didn’t need all the tools. But it turns 
out it’s useful to have all the tools, especially altogether. It was nice to have the 
original items. 

I was extremely excited about it. Honestly, finishing all the six motifs, I wanted to keep on going. It’s fantastic. 
It’s going to be interesting how I progress. First, I didn’t expect it to be so sophisticated, and the video to be this 
complete. I was pretty amazed. And what I like is that you can fix your errors very quickly. If you glued a piece 
in the wrong place, just use water to dissolve the glue then lift the piece away. And I did that a lot. No one is 
perfect. It is a forgiving art. 

I was impressed with the quality of the materials. The tracing paper is high 
quality. The printing was clear. 
One thing I love about this Chigiri-e course is the glue. I got it some on my 
pants and it just came off with some water and simple laundry. I put way too 
much glue! 

Q: How did you know Chigiri-e? 

Q: Please tell me about your experience in art.  

Q: What do you think the difference between Chigiri-e and painting? 

Q: When you received the package, what did you think?

Q: How did you feel about the course overall?

Q: How were the materials?
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The goldfish. It has a lot of expressions. The paper works so well with the motif. 
Q: After you finished the six motifs, what is your favorite? 

Well I’m retired. So I can work on it anytime I want. It’s good to be focused for an hour or two, only thinking 
about this. It’s good to do that so I can take my mind off things. 

My friends asked me for some of my Chigiri-e work. They wanted so many! I’m not displaying them yet but I 
want to get frames for them. I do want traditional frames for them.

Yes. The motif you get once you finish the course was challenging, but fun*. I’m going to want more advanced 
motifs. Recently, I’ve been using color books as a template. It’s outlined so it’s a great tool for creating your own 
motifs. The real trick is designing my own patterns. That’s not easy. I made one and it’s not perfect but that’s 
okay. 
*Once you compete and submit all the necessary assignments, you will recieve the Anemone motif as a course completion gift.

I would not simply get a kit. I would buy the course. I don’t think starting with the kit is easy. Because you need 
to build your skills. The course helps you move along. it’s worth it. The videos made it easy. 

Q: You finished the course in 4 weeks. You are working so fast. 

Q: Did you show your artwork to your friends?

Q: Do you plan to continue with Chigiri-e?

Q: Do you have any messages or advice to future students? 

I loved them. They were very clear. 

I should’ve done more but it was nice. Being able to communicate with the instructor is great. You don’t have to 
do it often but it’s nice to know you can communicate with the instructor.

Q: How was the online tutorial video?

Q: How was the communication with the instructor? 
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Mulberry tree

Beat the skin of the tree after 
shaving it off

Mix glue and boil

Dry and complete

Dye each paper piece by hand

Shake mixture until even and 
drain the water

Pass it through a fine net

The fluffy fibers The plethora of colors The different textures and 
thickness 
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THE SECRET TO THE BEAUTY OF WASHI...

LIES IN THE STEPS TO CREATING WASHI

But how differently are the regular 
paper made? They’re made of 

trees as well, aren’t they?

The regular paper we use today 
are created from the pulp of 

finely chopped de-barked trees. 
So no fluffy fibers.

Is Washi tape the same 
as Washi paper?

No, they are different. The tape is 
masking tape that originated in Japan, 

known for its quality, and became 
very popular. Because its origin, it was 

wrongly named ‘Washi’ (Japanese paper) 
tape. The material used for the tape and 

the paper is completely different.



Lifetime access to all of the tutorial videos and texts for motifs.

Washi: 30 pieces of high-quality 
Washi papers included. There is more 
than enough Washi to complete the 
6 motifs, so why not try your hand at 
an original piece after completing the 
course?

Artboard: The backing board you will 
be gluing the torn Washi onto. There 
are 6 unique boards to complete 
each motif.

Template: Tracing paper templates 
that have the outline of each motif 
inscripted on them. Use the chaco 
paper to copy the template onto the 
Washi and art boards.

Fully colored true-to-size example 
of each motif: You can look at the 
examples to check your overall 
progress for each motif.

Chaco paper: Chalk paper to be used 
to copy the template onto the artboard 
and Washi. The blue residue can be 
easily erased with water, so you don’t 
have to worry about it being left on 
your artwork.

Stylus: A steel-tipped stylus designed just for Chigiri-e. 
The sliver steel-tipped end makes it easier to tear any 
type of Washi, while the rubber-tipped end is great for 
tearing out small circles.

Brush: A flat brush that’s great for spreading glue or 
arranging individual strands of fibers in Washi.

Saucer: Used for keeping diluted glue.

Tweezers: A tweezer made in Japan that you can use 
to pick up small pieces as well as fine Washi fibers.

Water Brush Pen: Used to bring out even more 
fibers in the Washi, or to elongate the fibers.

Teaspoon: Used for measuring glue and water.

Paperclips: Used to keep the tracing template 
in place when tracing onto the artboard and 
Washi.

Glue: A plant-based starch glue that is environmentally 
friendly and non-toxic. It is used by diluting a small 
amount with water. It has great adhesive power once 
dried, but can be easily removed by wetting the dry 
glue with water. 

Cardboard: Used for when 
transferring the template. It makes 
it easier to transfer the template 
by providing a softer surface, while 
protecting your table.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE COURSE



MAGNOLIA

In order to create the fine branches of the magnolia, you need 
to use the right amount of force. With this motif, you will learn 
the appropriate amount of strength to tear the Washi, and to 
master how to properly layer the flower petals in order to give 
a three-dimensional look to your final product. The simplicity of 
this motif is the perfect way to start this course. 

For the third Chigiri-e, you will be creating a larger artwork. It is 
important to keep in mind the composition when making a larger 
artwork. For artwork that features animals, it is also important 
to remember that the eyes of the animal will greatly influence 
the mood of the art. Try to create lively, round eyes to give the 
Chigiri-e a brighter feel.

You will be making a goldfish that is swimming elegantly between 
some seaweed. In order t o create the seaweed, you will be 
tearing Washi paper that is thinner than tissue paper without 
tracing the template. Try shaping it yourself to create the feel 
of a semi-transparent seaweed gently weaving in the water. As 
for the goldfish, try to recreate the movement of the long tail fin 
moving gracefully in the water. With this Chigiri-e, you will be 
learning how to create movement using Washi.

The yuzu motif helps you to experience the full effects of ‘kami 
dori’, or choosing the best portion of the washi to use for certain 
parts of the motif. The yuzu is known for being a yellow fruit, 
but it is not one dimensional in color. The yellow Washi used to 
create this motif has complexity of color, with darker and lighter 
parts. Make sure to think carefully as to which area of the Washi 
to use to create a realistic yuzu. You will also learn how to make 
the motif even more three dimensional by layering thin pieces of 
Washi on top of the thicker Washi.

Bright white petals on a dark, navy blue background. All the 
petals are layered twice in order to produce the effect of the 
flower popping out of the artboard. Notice that the flower 
petals all curve slightly outwards. If you can replicate this slight 
curve using Washi paper, you are ready to tackle the advanced 
Chigiri-e!

Let’s try another large Chigiri-e for your final piece. You will be 
creating a strong, dignified bonsai tree on a rich gold artboard. 
It isn’t unusual for bonsai trees to reach a hundred years old 
in Japan. Try to use all the techniques you’ve learned up until 
now, such as ‘kami dori’, creating depth, and layering (as well as 
patience) to create a traditional bonsai to be proud of.  

8.3” x 5.1”
Level: Beginner

10.7” x 9.5”
Level: Intermediate

5.9” x 4.1”
Level: Advanced

5.9” x 4.1”
Level: Beginner

5.4” x 4.8”
Level: Intermediate

9.5”” x 13”
Level: Advanced
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THE SIX MOTIFS YOU WILL BE CREATING IN THIS COURSE

GOULDIAN FINCH MARGUERITE

BONSAIGOLDFISH

YUZU


