
Fares quoted are in U.S. dollars, are per person and do not include government taxes and fees, port charges, gratuities, airfare, 
insurance, personal expenditures, and transportation costs incurred while traveling to and from embarkation ports. Promotional fares 
and amenities are capacity controlled, may vary by sailing and category of accommodations and may be withdrawn without notice. The 
American Queen® and American Empress® are owned and operated by the American Queen Steamboat Company LLC, Inc.; is regularly 
inspected by the U.S. Coast Guard; is of American registry; and employs American officers, crew and staff.
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[YOUR GROUP NAME] PRESENTS 

MARK TWAIN’S MISSISSIPPI 
ALTON (ST. LOUIS) TO RED WING (MINNEAPOLIS) 

WITH AMERICAN QUEEN STEAMBOAT COMPANY  

ON THE AMERICAN COUNTESS 

8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS ~ SEPTEMBER 13 – 20, 2020 

 

Many would argue that Samuel Clemens, best known by his pen name Mark Twain, is quite simply 

one of America's greatest authors. On this magnificent journey along the Upper Mississippi River, 

you will delve deep into the life and work of Samuel Clemens as you witness his legendary words 

and wit brought to life onboard by an expert tribute artist who will leave you with the lasting 

impression that you just had an in-depth conversation with the legendary author himself. 

American Queen’s included Hop-on Hop-off tours allow you to explore Twain's childhood 

hometown of Hannibal, Missouri; the town from where much of the inspiration for his beloved 

classics such as The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is 

derived. You will not want to miss this opportunity to share the Mississippi River with Mark 

Twain. 

 

Day 1: Alton, IL (St. Louis, MO) 

Departure 5:00 PM 

In its early days, Alton was a bustling river town, much larger than Chicago. Alton was built on 

industry - flour mills, quarries, brick making, pottery making - and relied on the Mississippi River. 

The “Steamboat Era” played an important role of the growth of Alton, and riverboat traffic can 

still be seen from the riverfront up and down the mighty Mississippi River. 

 

Day 2: Hannibal, MO 

Hannibal, Missouri, has a rich history, diverse industrial economy and truly remarkable arts. The 

city was founded in 1819 by Moses D. Bates and became a popular stop along the river for many 

steamboats traveling up the Mississippi River. Hannibal offers more parks per citizens than most 

towns in the Midwest and was included in the famous “50 Miles of Art.” Today, the most popular 

draw of this quirky town is Hannibal’s very own Samuel Langhorne Clemens, recognized world-

wide as Mark Twain. Many of the popular characters featured in Twain’s novels were based on 

people Clemens had known while growing up in Hannibal. Many of the characters and influences 

of this American icon are weaved into the streets, shops, restaurants, and museums of Hannibal 

waiting to be uncovered. 

 

Day 3: Leisurely River Cruising 

There is always plenty to do between dawn and dusk on the river and today is the perfect day to 

enjoy the many public spaces and activities that are available to you onboard. Gaze at the beautiful 

landscapes and small river towns as you mingle with fellow guests and discuss the unique aspects 

of river life. If you fancy a moment for yourself, retreat to The Library adorned with bookcases 

stocked with an imaginative selection. Take hold of a literary classic, curl up on a plush chair in a 

cozy corner and relish every moment of serenity. The ship’s fitness facility, Card Room and Grand 

Lobby offer a more stimulating day on the river for those who wish to indulge in more energy-

infused activity. However you wish to spend your day, make it your own and revel in every 

moment. 

 

Day 4: St. Clinton, IA 

The city of Clinton has much to offer, all with the beautiful backdrop of the Mississippi River. 

Situated at the crossroads of the Lincoln Highway and the Great River Road, Clinton is the 

Eastern-most point in the state of Iowa. At the height of its local economy during the late 19th 



Century, Clinton was regarded as the lumber capital of the nation; a history that is reflected as visitors pass many old sawmills. Today, 

agriculture plays a big part in Clinton’s economy, which is visible in the beautiful rolling fields filled with luscious, fresh harvest 

crops. Explore the history of this fascinating river town and discover a lifestyle that will stand out from today’s norm! 

 

Day 5: Dubuque, IA 

One of the few large cities in Iowa with hills, Dubuque is an extremely popular tourist destination, featuring unique architecture and 

desirable river location. From the America’s River Project in the Port of Dubuque that transformed the riverfront, to the revitalization 

of the historic Main Street, the ongoing evolution of the Historic Millwork District downtown, and the impressive and expansive 

westward growth, Dubuque remains a remarkable city along the Mississippi. Intelligent Community Forum named Dubuque as one of 

just five U.S. cities as a “Smart21 Community” in 2015 and the National Civic League has named Dubuque as a top All-American 

City three times in just six years! Guests will surely enjoy exploring this beautiful and unique city as they uncover the history and 

advancements held within. 

 

Day 6: La Crosse, WI 

Named by explorer Zebulon Pike, who saw a group of people playing a game with sticks that looked like a cross, La Crosse is now a 

popular tourist stop. Filled with statues, architecture, and an exquisite view of the river, this river city is an artist’s dream. Like much 

of Wisconsin, La Crosse became heavily involved with the lumber industry in the mid-1800s until the decline of the forests 

throughout much of Wisconsin took its toll. But in the wake of the vanishing lumber era, La Crosse became a city renowned for its 

beer making, with around five breweries operating in La Crosse near the turn of the century. Today, make note of lingering pieces of 

history along the streets of the city, inside local breweries, and within the floorboards of historic homes and businesses. 

 

 

Day 7: Red Wing, MN 

Red Wing, Minnesota was included on National Geographic Traveler’s list of most historic places in the world. Discovered in the 

early 1850’s, the lands were used mostly for harvesting wheat that would be transported on the river. Later in Red Wing’s history the 

economy began to flourish with the pottery industry, which became a main source of income between 1877 and 1967. Today, the city 

offers endless opportunities to travel back in time and learn about settlers and travelers that occupied the land before today, or to 

admire the craftsmanship and creativity of local artisans of both the present and the past. 

 

Day 8: Red Wing, MN (Minneapolis) 

Enjoy Red Wing or Minneapolis/St. Paul at your leisure or consider a Post-Cruise Premium Shore Excursion with airport transfer. 

 

What’s Included: 

 Filtered/bottled water and soft drinks 

 Select wine and beer at dinner 

 All meals onboard the ship 

 All included Hop-on Hop-off shore excursions 

 All onboard entertainment 

 Wi-Fi/Internet access onboard the ship 

 

Inside Cabin Category  $[Your Price] 

Balcony Cabin Category  $[Your Price] 

Balcony Cabin Category  $[Your Price] 

 

Rates are per person double occupancy and include roundtrip airfare from [your air city], cruise, port charges, government fees, taxes, 

and transfers to/from ship. AMERICAN QUEEN STEAMBOAT COMPANY HAS ADVISED THAT ALL AIR PRICES ARE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND ARE NOT GUARANTEED UNTIL FULL PAYMENT HAS BEEN RECEIVED. 

 

DEPOSIT POLICY: An initial deposit of $[based on your price] per person double occupancy or $[based on your price] per person 

single occupancy is required in order to secure reservations and assign cabins. Final payment is due by April 13, 2020. Those who 

book early get the best prices and the best cabin locations. 

 

American Queen charges a $250 per person administration fee for any cancellations/changes up to 121 days prior to departure. 

 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

[YOUR NAME] ~ [YOUR PHONE NUMBER] 

 

GRAND AMERICAN TOURS ~ 5 SOUTH MORTON AVENUE ~ MORTON, PA 19070 

1800-423-0247 ~ www.grandamericantours.com 

 
6/30/19 GS 

http://www.grandamericantours.com/

