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GRAND AMERICAN TOURS PRESENTS 

ALASKA CRUISETOUR 
WITH HOLLAND AMERICA LINE ON THE MS WESTERDAM 

10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS ~ SEPTEMBER 13 – 22, 2019 

DAY PORT 
1 Fairbanks, Alaska - Though much of Fairbanks today is an amalgam of modern shops and malls, its history is 

celebrated at the 18-hectare (44-acre) Pioneer Park, which includes a Gold Rush Town with 35 restored buildings. 
Fairbanks also preserved its City Hall, which now houses the Fairbanks Community Museum. The city’s location 
in Alaska’s interior makes it a gateway to the arctic, and in summer tourist boats run cruises along the Chena and 
Tanana rivers. The city is one of the best places in the world to see the aurora borealis, which appears on average 
243 nights of the year. For more insight into Fairbanks, the Morris Thompson Cultural & Visitors Center is a 
good place to start. 

2 Denali National Park, Alaska - The park offers excellent chances for seeing wildlife, including moose, wolves, 
caribou, Dall sheep and grizzly bears. Presiding over it is the tallest peak in North America. The south side is 
most popular with mountain climbers and those on flightseeing tours, while the north side is where the bulk of 
visitors go, traveling along Park Road, which winds for 148 kilometers (92 miles) through Denali National Park. 
Visitors can sightsee the entire way via the green Visitor Transportation System shuttle buses, which stop at 
various hiking trails. Other notable sites include the Husky Homestead, an Iditarod-training center for husky sled 
dogs, while the kid-friendly Murie Science and Learning Center showcases a fossilized footprint of a three-toed 
Cretaceous-era theropod dinosaur, found in the park in 2005. 

3 Seward (Anchorage), Alaska - This mellow town welcomes visitors to Resurrection Bay and Kenai Fjords 
National Park, not to mention the 204-kilometer (127-mile) Seward Highway—honored as an All-American 
Road—stretching north to Anchorage. In town, favorite stops remain the Alaska SeaLife Center, a research 
aquarium open to the public, and the steep, stony 920-meter (3,018-foot) Mount Marathon. 

4 At Sea 
5 Glacier Bay - While the national park is open year round, most travelers prefer the warmth of late May to early 

September. Pack a hat, gloves, wool or fleece layers, a warm coat and waterproof gear if you want to admire the 
landscape from the open deck of your ship. 

6 Haines, Alaska - Haines is a hotspot for rafting and hiking, salmon-, halibut- and trout-fishing in the Chilkat 
River or kayaking on Chilkoot Lake—as well as heli-skiing in the winter. The memory of prospector days lingers 
on with opportunities to pan for gold, while the Indian Arts gallery, with its totem pole carving studio, offers a 
glimpse of an even older Haines. 

6 Skagway, Alaska - At every turn, you’ll find yourself immersed in gold rush lore, from the infamous Red Onion 
Saloon that still keeps a pistol that Wyatt Earp left behind en route to the Klondike, to the White Pass & Yukon 
Route Railroad, a classic narrow-gauge railway that traverses rugged mountains and passes cascading waterfalls 
and towering glaciers as it connects Skagway to Whitehorse deep in the Yukon. Much of the town has been 
preserved as part of the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, where rangers offer free walking tours 
around the historic district. Here you’ll also find a vibrant local community, home to a rich collection of local 
galleries, curio shops and restaurants serving seafood plucked fresh from nearby waters. 



7 Juneau, Alaska - Juneau, Alaska may well be the most remote, most beautiful and strangest state capital in the 
United States. Surrounded by water, forest and mountain sights, visitors seeking things to do in Juneau indoors 
and outdoors can hike a glacier, eat fresh-caught fish on a seaside patio and tour a grand capitol building all in one 
day. The city itself is pleasant, but the real highlight of a visit to Juneau is tracking down some wildlife. You can 
hike up Mount Roberts to chance upon wild deer and bald eagles. Most sightseeing and whale-watching tours 
head north to Auke Bay—bring a good pair of binoculars to get the best view of these majestic and surprisingly 
graceful creatures. If you prefer land mammals, catch a floatplane to a nearby wildlife reserve such as Chichagof 
or Admiralty Island to spy some bears lolling around. 

8 Ketchikan, Alaska - Ketchikan has long been an important hub of the salmon-fishing and -packing industries—
visitors can try their luck on a sportfishing excursion or simply savor the fresh seafood at one of the local 
restaurants. It is also one of the best spots along the Inside Passage to explore the rich cultural sights of Native 
Alaskan nations like the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. You can see intricately carved totem poles at the Totem 
Heritage Center and Totem Bight State Park, while the attractions of Saxman Village just outside of Ketchikan 
offers the chance to see Tlingit culture in action, with working carvers and a dance show in the clan house. And 
leave time to explore the sights in the town itself, including historic Creek Street, a boardwalk built over the 
Ketchikan Creek, where you can shop for souvenirs, smoked salmon and local art, while exploring gold rush-–era 
tourist attractions like Dolly’s House Museum. 

9 Scenic Cruising the Inside Passage - The Inside Passage stretches through stunning landscapes, from Misty 
Fjords National Monument to famed Glacier Bay National Park & Preserve. Sailing the Inside Passage offers 
opportunities to spot some of Alaska’s most iconic wildlife, with humpback whales and orca plying the bountiful 
waters alongside the ships, bald eagles soaring overhead and brown bears lumbering on the shoreline. Numerous 
ports along the way recount Alaska’s colorful history. In Sitka, an onion-domed church marks Russia’s onetime 
foothold in the Americas; Ketchikan provides a glimpse of the Native Alaskan experience, with historic totem 
poles and native-arts galleries; and the legendary town center of Skagway bustles as it did at the turn of the 19th 
century, when it served as the rowdy Wild West gateway to the Klondike Gold Rush. 

10 Vancouver, British Columbia - Vancouver, Canada is a bustling seaport, a hub for outdoor enthusiasts looking 
for active things to do in Vancouver, an ethnically diverse metropolis and Hollywood of the North. Hemmed in by 
mountains and sea, Vancouver seduces visitors with its combination of urban sophistication and laid-back attitude 
against a backdrop of glass towers and modern sights and plentiful green spaces. Vancouver's culinary and 
cocktail scene is on the rise—and its excellent restaurants and hopping bars have a distinctively local stamp on 
them. If you are looking for where to go in Vancouver for music, theater and the arts, they are thriving in the 
city’s many museums, galleries and performance venues. Beyond the downtown attractions in Vancouver, days of 
exploration and sightseeing await among the colorful suburbs, unspoiled islands and the vast, rugged wilderness. 

 
Inside Cabin Category  J  $1,891 
Outside Cabin Category  C $2,301 
Balcony Cabin Category  VD $2,831 
Balcony Cabin Category VA $2,921 

 
 

Rates are per person double occupancy and include cruise, port charges, and government fees. 
(Airfare is additional. Please call for rates from your area.) 

 
PASSPORT REQUIRED 

 
DEPOSIT POLICY: An initial deposit of $630 per person double occupancy or $1,260 per person single occupancy is 
required in order to secure reservations and assign cabins. Final payment is due by May 17, 2019. Those who book early 
get the best prices, the best cabin locations and their preferred dining times. 
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