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GRAND AMERICAN TOURS PRESENTS 

MEET THE IRISH 
10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS ~ 2017 

Flights from the US are overnight into Dublin..  
 

This leisurely 9 night tour is sure to live long in your memory.  The program includes Dublin, Kilkenny (farmhouse stay), Killarney, 
Mayo and a Castle stay.  Enjoy a pint in the home of the Black Stuff, a hearty dinner in your farmhouse, gain the ‘gift of the gab’ by 
kissing the Blarney Stone, breathe in the beauty of the Ring of Kerry, walk the cliffs at the infamous Cliffs of Moher and enjoy a 
special performance of the Emigrant’s Tale in County Mayo before a final night’s stay in your Castle… 

 
DAY 1: ARRIVE DUBLIN AND THE GUINNESS STOREHOUSE 
Upon Arrival in Dublin Airport you will be met at the airport and transferred to your local accommodation for the next two nights. 
This afternoon, get acquainted with your local surroundings and enjoy a visit to the home of the ‘Black Stuff’. We take a magical 
journey deep into the heart of the world famous Guinness Storehouse.  This historical site is central to Dublin's and Ireland's heritage, 
and has been continually updated to create a blend of fascinating industrial tradition with a contemporary edge. The seven floors bring 
to life the rich heritage of Guinness, telling the story from its origins at St. James's Gate in Dublin to its growth as a global brand, 
known all around the world. When you reach the 7th floor enjoy a pint of the ‘Black Stuff’ in the Gravity Bar while taking in the 
breath-taking panoramic 360° views of Dublin city and beyond. Tonight, enjoy dinner at your hotel. 
 
DAY 2: DUBLIN'S FAIR CITY 
This morning after a leisurely breakfast we take a panoramic sightseeing tour of Dublin’s Fair City. As we drive through the main 
thoroughfare we see historic buildings like the GPO (General Post Office) on O’Connell Street and Trinity College, housing the Book 
of Kells, we see the vast Georgian Squares, such as Merrion Square where Oscar Wilde’s house can still be found (today owned by the 
American College). We will stop and enjoy a visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Built in honor of Ireland’s patron saint, Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral stands adjacent to the famous well where tradition has it Saint Patrick baptized converts on his visit to Dublin. 
Saint Patrick's Cathedral has contributed much to Irish life throughout its long history (it was founded in 1191). Jonathan Swift was 
Dean from 1713-1745 and is buried inside the Cathedral. We also see the Phoenix Park, the largest public park in Europe and home to 
Aras an Uachtarain (the Irish President’s Residence) as well as the American Ambassador’s Residence. The afternoon is yours to 
further explore the city. Tonight we enjoy dinner together at your hotel.  
  
DAY 3: THE MEDIEVAL CITY OF KILKENNY AND FARMHOUSES 
Today after a hearty Irish breakfast we bid farewell to Ireland’s capital and travel south to the ancient city of Kilkenny. Here we will 
enjoy a walking tour with a local guide and get to know this medieval city.  From its heroes to villains we learn of the city’s checkered 
past while we explore the lanes, streets and stories of this remarkable city. Tonight, we are in for a treat as we experience Irish life on 
a working farm.  We will also enjoy a hearty dinner in our farmhouse.  
 
DAY 4: A WEE BIT O'BLARNEY AND KILLARNEY 
After a hearty Irish breakfast, we bid farewell to our host and travel to Waterford and visit the House of Waterford Crystal where we 
will see the world famous exquisite pieces of crystal created before our own eyes.  We then continue our journey towards the 
Kingdom of Kerry. Enroute, we will visit the village of Blarney and Blarney Castle. Climb the winding stairs of this nearly 
impenetrable fortress, kiss the Blarney Stone and be granted the “Gift of Gab”.  Explore the beautiful grounds and gardens that lead to 
Rock Close, Blarney Castle’s secret treasure. Once you have walked up an appetite for shopping, head inside the “Blarney Woolen 
Mills”—30,000 square feet of retail space within one of Ireland’s oldest and most authentic woolen mills.  We travel on then through 
the rich farmland of the Golden Vale to Killarney. After check-in, you will have some time to stroll around this very warm and 
friendly town before dinner at the hotel. 
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DAY 5: THE RING OF KERRY 
This morning after a leisurely breakfast we are going to explore the beauty of an area that has attracted visitors for centuries.  We will 
see countryside surrounded by mountains, lakes, woods and rugged coastline as we meander around the 110 mile route of the Ring of 
Kerry. We return via Molls Gap and Ladies View, a spot that derives its name from the pleasure expressed by Queen Victoria’s 
Ladies-in-Waiting on their visit here in 1861. Tonight you are free to explore this lively town for dinner and your Tour Director will 
have suggestions. 
 
DAY 6: THE CLIFFS OF MOHER 
This morning we continue our venture with a ferry ride across the River Shannon into County Clare where we visit the magnificent 
Cliffs of Moher.  The Cliffs are over 700 feet high at the highest point and range for over 5 miles over the Atlantic Ocean. O'Brien's 
Tower stands proudly on a headland of the majestic Cliffs.  On a clear day you can see the Aran Islands, Galway Bay, as well as The 
Twelve Pins, the Maum Turk Mountains in Connemara and Loop Head to the South. 
We continue via the town of Ennis to our next overnight stay in the city of Limerick.  Tonight you can opt to attend a medieval 
banquet (additional cost).  Recapture the lifestyle of medieval Ireland in a local Castle.  Enjoy quality food and entertainment, once the 
preserve of the nobility who resided in these fortresses. 
 
DAY 7: GALWAY AND KNOCK 
After an included breakfast we travel to Galway, known as the City of Tribes after the 14 merchant families that prospered here in the 
middle ages.  We enjoy a panoramic sightseeing tour of this lively city before continuing our journey to County Mayo.  We will stop 
and visit Knock – Ireland’s National Marian Shrine and the site of the Apparition in 1879. We arrive in Ballina in the late afternoon 
and enjoy dinner together this evening. 
 
DAY 8: MAYO AND ITS ANCIENT HISTORY 
This morning after a leisurely breakfast we set out and tour County Mayo.  We travel to Westport and see Croagh Patrick, a place of 
ancient history, Patrick’s sacred mountain.  We will also visit Ballintubber Abbey, a beautiful Abbey that was founded in 1216 by 
King Cathal O’Connor, it is the only church in Ireland still in daily use that was founded by an Irish King. 
We continue our journey and visit the Museum of Country Life which is home to the national collection of objects representing the 
traditional way of life in Ireland since 1850. 
We return to our hotel and enjoy an early dinner before a very special treat tonight of song, dance and laughter with local Irish 
entertainers. 
 
DAY 9: LIVE LIKE ROYALTY 
After your included breakfast we depart County Mayo and travel across the country to the 100 acres of beautifully manicured gardens 
and parkland – the setting for tonight’s 19th Century Castle stay – Cabra Castle. 
On route to our luxury Castle stay we will enjoy tea and scones on board a cruise on the River Shannon. 
We then continue our journey and once we arrive at our Castle, enjoy your surroundings, whether it is a ‘tea’ on the terrace or a round 
of golf on the Castle’s own 9 hole golf course, before enjoying a special dinner together this evening. 
 
DAY 10: HOMEWARD BOUND 
Pack your bags and head for Dublin airport where you will board your flight for home. Carry on your photos and memories and bring 
a bit of the Emerald Isle home with you. ‘The Land of One Hundred Thousand Welcomes’ will be expecting you again soon! 
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THIS TRIP INCLUDES:  

• Hotel Accommodations 
• Meals: 

o 9 Full Irish breakfast daily (including morning of departure, not morning of arrival) 
o 7 Dinners at your hotel/farmhouse/Castle 

• Sightseeing, Entrance Fees, Transportation and Other: 
o Driver/Guide & Coach for 10 Days touring 
o Sightseeing Tour of Dublin, including entrances to Guinness Storehouse & St Patrick’s Cathedral 
o Walking Tour of Medieval Kilkenny City 
o Visit to the House of Waterford Crystal 
o Visit to Blarney Castle and Gardens 
o Full Day Sightseeing on the Ring of Kerry 
o Ferry across the River Shannon 
o Visit to the Cliffs of Moher 
o Galway City and Knock 
o Museum of Country Life 
o Ballintubber Abbey 
o A special evening at the Emigrants Tale Show 
o A cruise with tea and scones on the River Shannon 
o Roundtrip Airport Transfers 
o 24/7 emergency assistance in Ireland 
o Services & Taxes 

 
 

Rates for 2017 
September 19th    $2,105 
October 17th    $1,937 

 
Rates are per person, double occupancy 

(Airfare is additional; please call for rates from your area.) 
 

DEPOSIT POLICY: An initial deposit of $400 per person double occupancy is required to secure reservations. 
Final balance is due 90 days prior to departure. 

 

• 1 FREE FOR EVERY 20 PAYING PASSENGERS 
• 2 FREE FOR EVERY 30 PAYING PASSENGERS 
• 3 FREE FOR EVERY 40 PAYING PASSENGERS 


