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Minor named STAR Student

Drazen D. Minor has
been named a Student-
Teacher Achievement
Recognition (STAR)
Student for the 2010-11
school year by the
Mississippi Economic
Council’s M.B. Swayze
Educational Foundation,
sponsor of the STAR pro-
gram.

The Gentry High senior
will be honored during the
annual Education
Celebration on April 21 at
the Jackson Convention
Center in downtown
Jackson. 

“To be honored and rec-
ognized as STAR student is
a blessing first of all,”
Minor said. “It feels great to
be recognized and praised
for my hard work, and even
better because there are
some excellent scholars at
GHS who were also deserv-
ing.”

Minor is a member of the
National Honor Society and
National Technical Honor
Society; he is a
Superintendent Scholar;
and plays tennis, basketball
and cross country.

Drazen plans to study
graphic and software
design at Mississippi State
University. He is the son of
Rachel Minor and Joe
Mitchell.

STAR students are
selected on the basis of aca-
demic excellence. Both
American College Test
(ACT) scores and scholastic
averages are compared to
determine the school’s
STAR Student.

“The STAR program
encourages and promotes
academic achievement
among Mississippi’s high
school seniors,” said Vickie
Powell, Vice President,
Foundation Programs.

Each STAR Student is
asked to designate a STAR
teacher, the classroom
teacher who has made the
greatest contribution to the

student’s scholastic
achievement.

Minor selected Gentry
physics teacher Alexander
Hollis as the STAR teacher.
Hollis, in his second year of
teaching, earned his degree
from Loyola College (Md.).

“I chose Mr. Hollis
because not only is he an
excellent instructor, but
because he is a great and
humble person as well,”
Minor said.

“He cares about each
student deeply and goes out
of his way to help each and
every one of us to the best of
his ability,” Minor contin-
ued. “Mr. Hollis has not
only impacted me in the
classroom, but he has also
had an effect on my life in
general.  He embodies the
definition of a STAR
teacher and deserves to be
honored for his dedication
and commitment to his
work.”

Hollis expressed his
gratitude for having a
chance to work with a driv-
en student like Drazen.

“I was very shocked and
flattered when Drazen
chose me for this. There are
a lot of teachers here who
have contributed to
Drazen's incredible success
as a student at Gentry and
deserve this more than I do,
but it means a lot that he
considers me having had an
impact on his educational
success,” Hollis said.

“He has an unparalleled

work ethic and I am glad
that he is being recognized
for all of his efforts. I have
no doubt in my mind that
we'll be reading about how
successful Drazen is some-
day; he has unlimited
potential and is a great
kid,” Hollis said.

Hollis continued on
being selected a STAR
teacher.

“When I asked Drazen
why he chose me, he said
that it was because he
thought I worked hard and
that he really appreciated
that we had such a strong
focus on the ACT this year,”
he said, adding that
Drazen’s scores increased
10 points this year.

“I think he sees how that
success is translating into
more scholarship opportu-
nities,” Hollis said.

More than 500 STAR
students will receive recog-
nition from MEC’s Swayze
Foundation at the celebra-
tion. The top 20 STAR stu-
dents, the ALL-STAR schol-
ars, and their STAR teach-
ers, will be presented schol-
arship awards provided by
the Kelly Gene Cook Sr.
Charitable Foundation. 

The highlight of the
Education Celebration will
be the naming of the
Mississippi ALL-STAR
Student for the 2010-11
school year, winner of the
coveted $24,000 Cook
Foundation Scholarship.
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(Left) Alexander Hollis and Drazen Minor

NSA releases Honor Roll list
North Sunflower

Academy has released its
list of students who
achieved Honor Roll dis-
tinction for the third nine
weeks of the 2010-11 school
year. The list is as follows:

Academy Honors
•Second Grade: Jacob

Henley, Presley McCaffey,
Preslie McCool, Alex Parks,
and Moeez Syed.

•Third Grade: Cori
Barnett and Parker Beck.

•Fourth Grade:
Preston Ray.

•Fifth Grade: Russell
Bar, Mary Stafford
Shurden and Minaal Syed.

•Sixth Grade: Lane
Andrews and Nathan
Barnett.

•Tenth Grade: Raven
Benson and Peyton Garrett.

•Twelth Grade: Alexis
Daves.

Headmaster’s List
•First Grade: Nick

Billhofer and Rylie
Yarborough.

•Second Grade: Bailee
Johnson and Averie
Johnson.

•Fourth Grade: Steven
Abney, Knox Arnold, Ashley
Morris, and Amber
Whatley.

•Fifth Grade: Arin
McIntyre and Austin
Redwine.

•Sixth Grade: Adyson
Starnes and Brittney
Burchfield.

•Seventh Grade:
Lucas Garrett and
McKenzie Williamson.

•Eighth Grade:
Andrew Rogers.

•Ninth Grade: Amery
Hocutt.

•Eleventh Grade: Siqi
Li, Kevin Muzzi and
Sharanbir Singh.

Honor Roll
•First Grade: Dalton

Hollis.
•Second Grade:

Madison Holland.
•Fifth Grade: Jacolby

Brown, Trever Muzzi and
Eric McAllister.

•Sixth Grade:
Matthew Rogers and Arie
Gorrell.

•Ninth Grade: Leigh
Maybry Flemmons, Colton
Moon, and Madison
Williamson.

•Tenth Grade: Brendi
Miller.
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City Teacher of the Year Candidates
The Indianola School District will have its Annual Teacher of the Year
Recognition Program at 5 p.m., April 19, at the Central Office on U.S.
Highway 82. Pictured are the Teacher of the Year candidates. Shown in
the main picture is James Jimison, working with Gentry junior Jamaris
Johnson, at the Career and Technical Center. Pictured in the inset photos,
clockwise from left are: Julia Harrington, Robert L. Merritt Junior; Terence
Harrington, of Lockard Elementary, who is married to Julia Harrington; and
Gwendolyn Milton, Gentry High.


