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Volunteers—You Make This Program Possible! 

Thank you to each and every volunteer who donates her time, energy and ideas to Pearls4Girls! We send our 

heartfelt appreciation to our sales volunteers who ensure that customers have the best shopping experience 

possible, to our Pearl Bee volunteers who precisely count pearls and spacers for Signature Bracelets, and to 

each person who advocates for their friends, family and coworkers to shop with Pearls4Girls—THANK YOU!!! 

 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 2014 was a Great Success! 

In 2014, more than 1,800 pieces of Pearls4Girls  

jewellery —rings, bracelets, necklaces and earrings—

were sold at partner stores, home parties, workplace 

sales, and from the purses of eager Pearls4Girls  

volunteers!  

Thanks to this incredible volume of sales, the 

Pearls4Girls program raised nearly $80,000 in 2014 for 

girls’ leadership programs in Lesotho!  

To learn more about the programs Pearls4GIrls supports, visit  

Through the sale of beautiful  

freshwater pearl jewellery, funds are 

raised to support  girls’ leadership 

programs through the Ottawa-based 

charity Help Lesotho.  

Help Lesotho delivers programs that 

help girls build confidence, acquire 

leadership skills and get the support 

they need so they can become  

positive role models and agents of 

change in their communities and 

families.   

2014 Gross Revenue 

$78,826  
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 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 Pearl Sales and Pearl Bees! 

In addition to many home parties and workplace sales, 

Pearls4Girls had the opportunity to partner with ‘Planet 

Coffee’ and ‘CLOTHES by Muriel Dombret’ (both in  

Ottawa, ON) for first-time events. Pearls4Girls continues  

to appreciate its ongoing partnerships with ‘Escape’ and 

‘Village Quire’ (both in Ottawa, ON), as well as ‘Coté sur 

mer’ (Métis, QC).  Signature Bracelets are now sold at  

Luxe Spa (Ottawa, ON), Daya Spa (Ottawa, ON) and  

Loyly Boutique (Chelsea, QC).  

Thank you to all retail vendors for selling Pearls4Girls  

at 0% commission! 
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 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 Help Lesotho’s 10th Anniversary Events 

Help Lesotho’s December 2014 10th Anniversary celebration 

events in Ottawa and Toronto included beautiful Pearls4Girls 

jewellery. On December 11 at the Museum of Nature  

(Ottawa, ON), Queen ‘Masenate of Lesotho shopped for 

pearls for herself and her daughter, Princess Senate, both of 

whom were in Canada for the celebrations. Volunteers were 

very busy at both the Ottawa PossibiliTEA (hosted by Ashbury 

College) on December 13 and the Toronto PossibiliTEA 

(hosted at the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute) on December 

14. Girls at both PossibiliTEA events participated in Pearl Bees 

to make their own Signature Bracelets. 

Pearls4Girls Report on 2014 



 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 Felleng Machake visits Canada 

“My name is Felleng Machake. I am 16-years-old. I just  

finished grade 11 and in January I will start my final year in 

both high school and the Help Lesotho leadership program.   

My family is my mother, me, and my two cousins who are 

double orphans and came to live with us in 2007. It was so 

difficult for my mom to provide for all of us. All my life she 

worked in a garment factory 7 days a week sewing jeans 

and t-shirts. She left before I woke up in the morning and 

came home after I went to bed. I was sad that she was  

never there. She spent every moment working to provide a 

life for me and my cousins.  

Many days we went hungry. I often went to school without 

shoes or the necessary supplies. I was afraid I could never 

have funds to attend high school – until I was selected for 

school sponsorship and this leadership program. 

Recently, my mother had to leave the factory due to the harsh conditions. She is now a housekeeper in South  

Africa. My cousins live alone in our home, while I live at Help Lesotho. We don’t get to see each other very often, 

but I know my mother works so hard because she loves us so much. She is my hero.  

Because of the support I receive, I am privileged to have time to study, to dream and be a leader, while living in 

safety at the centre. I love to write poetry and when I grow up, I want to be a history professor.  

I have promised myself that I will not live in poverty anymore. I do not want to see my mother suffer more than 

she has already. I believe girls can save the world. We can all achieve our goals if we really put our minds 

to it. When I grow up, I want to be a Help Lesotho donor and give back everything it gave to me! 

With the other girls in the leadership program, we are trained to be leaders for girls and boys so that our youth 

can take care of themselves. That is why I am here. That is why I can speak to you in public and not be afraid. That 

is why I am dedicated to making my country better.  

I am a shy girl who woke up to a new life, new possibilities and most importantly, to whom I could become. I 

wanted to meet you - ‘M’e Peg has been telling me about you for six years. Every time she comes to Lesotho, she 

tells us that we are given these opportunities not just for ourselves but so we can help our communities. This 

makes us stronger-leaders never give up! We always remember that our country needs us and make you proud.” 

- Felleng, GIRL4ce Leader  

Mary Murphy, the creator of Pearls4Girls, and Felleng at  

the Ottawa PossibiliTEA on December 13, 2014. 

In honour of Help Lesotho’s 10th Anniversary, two beneficiaries from Help Lesotho’s programs were brought to Canada 

to share their inspiring stories—a grandmother and a 16-year-old GIRL4ce leader. Felleng Machake represents the girls 

in Lesotho who benefit from programs that are supported by Pearls4Girls funding. Felleng passionately spoke about the 

need to empower girls in countries like Lesotho. An excerpt from one of Felleng’s speech is included below. 
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Kabanyane is a 14 year old girl who participated 

in Help Lesotho’s Girl4ce Program in 2014. This 

all-girls program equips girls in grade 7 with life 

skills to help them transit from primary to high 

school successfully.  

In two short years, Kabanyane’s life changed 

dramatically. Her mother passed away in early 

2013, soon followed by the deaths of her  

grandfather and her grandmother. Losing her 

grandmother was especially heart-breaking for 

Kabanyane as she had been her grandmother’s 

caretaker during her months of illness.  

Kabanyane was left to care for her two younger 

siblings, ages 9 and 7. She soon lost any hope of 

having a better life. She admits that she often 

planned to run away from home, but each time 

she could not bear to abandon her siblings. 

Since losing her mother and grandparents, 

Kabanyane’s father has returned home to help 

care for the family. He works as a taxi driver, 

which allows him to buy food and clothing for 

the Kabanyane and her siblinds. 

Kabanyane says that her life began making 

sense again after she joined the Girl4ce  

Program. She began looking forward to the  

biweekly session because they were helping her 

to cope with her distress. 

Kabanyane says the resilience and hope that 

she now has after being through so much at her 

young age owes to the intensive training and 

healing that she has gone through at  

Help Lesotho. She says everyday she wakes up  

looking forward to doing her chores which  

include cleaning and cooking for the rest of the 

family.  

 

Kabanyane said she felt lost for a long time; wondering 

whether she could ever lead a normal life. After  

experiencing several traumatic loses, she says joining 

the GIRL4ce program is what allowed her to begin to 

heal. She says she felt a sense of belonging with other 

participants since they had also experienced challenges 

in their lives.  

Kabanyane enjoys learning about the important topics 

discussed at the Girl4ce Trainings. Her favourite session 

was on Goal Setting, because the facilitators  

encouraged Kabanyane to dream about her future. 

Since the day when this topic was shared,  

Kabanyane says she made a pledge that she will pursue 

her studies no matter how hard her life may be. 

 The Impact of Pearls4Girls 

 Kabanyane’s Story 

“Thank you for helping me see that there is a brighter 

light for my future. I have learned so many helpful things 

that will allow me to help other girls in my community 

who are also falling on hard times.”        - Kabanyane 
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