
The thickness of the wood used on this owl house provides         
appropriate insulation from both summer heat and winter cold. The light 
color will keep it cool in summer, as overheating of the nest box is a 
primary killer of nestlings among all species of birds. Ventilation is    
provided at the top of each side, as well as the four corners of the floor. 
The four cut-outs on the floor corners also provide needed drainage. 

 
 

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology web site is a wealth of  
information about owls and any other species of birds that you may be 
interested in:  http://www.allaboutbirds.org/  
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The Barred Owl can be recognized by a pattern of “bars”, or 

stripes, running across its chest horizontally and down its belly vertical-
ly. The Barred Owl has brown eyes, in contrast with most other owls, 
which tend to have yellow eyes, It is most commonly heard at night with 
a pattern of hoots that sounds, according to many, like “Who cooks for 
you?”  A male and female may also engage in caterwauling, a particu-
larly raucous duet that is not likely to be forgotten once heard and can 
be downright scary, if heard for the first time at close range. 

 
Barred Owls are about 20” long with a 44” wing span. They 

have no ear tufts, in contrast to Great Horned Owls. They live primarily 
in low, wet woodlands and swampy forests, but will also live in residen-
tial areas that have sufficient mature trees and a ready supply of ro-
dents. They rest during the day and feed at night on rodents, birds, 
frogs and crayfish.  

 
Barred Owls do not migrate in winter. They generally occupy 

the same territory year-round and will use a nest box in winter to get out 
of the cold and wind. Historically they were primarily found east of the 
Rockies.  They have expanded westward in recent years into territories          
previously occupied by Northern Spotted Owls, which have all too often 
been displaced by the disappearance of the dense forests that they  
require.   

 
All owls have specifically designed eyes, ears and wings to fa-

cilitate them in capturing prey in the dark of night. Their eyes are large 
and located on the front of their face, giving them binocular vision and 
fine depth perception. Their eyes are so large that their skull has little 
room for eye muscles. An owl therefore turns its head by as much as 
270°, rather than moving its eyes, to follow a moving object. Their eyes 
have a large concentration of rods on the retinas and are ten times as 
light sensitive as human eyes. They perceive little color and are also 
short-sighted, so they tend to hunt near the ground. 

 
Owl ears are located on the facial disk; those round feather ar-

rangements, which give owls the most highly-developed sense of hear-
ing of all birds. Their facial feathers help to channel and amplify sounds 
to their ears. Generally, one ear is larger than the other and located 
slightly above or below the other, to assist in sound location. 

 
Owl’s feathers are silent in flight. Their wings have downy feathers 

along the stiff flight feathers. This muffles the sound of flight as the owl 
approaches its prey. 

 
Owls swallow their prey whole. They later cough up a “pellet” of 

bones and fur. Owls can often be found in the woods by locating those 
pellets on the ground or by locating their white droppings called 
“whitewash”. 

 
 

 

Barred Owls are one of the few owl species that will use a   

man-made nest box. They do not build nests and do not utilize nesting 

materials. That having been said, the wood shavings provided with your 

Coveside Barred Owl house are very important toward preventing the 

eggs from rolling around the floor of the nest box. In the absence of 

man-made nest boxes, Barred Owls nest in hollowed-out trees, which 

are becoming harder for them to come by. The concave bottom of those 

hollows prevents the eggs from rolling, unless turned by the owls.  

Nesting birds turn their eggs in a very methodical manner to ensure 

proper development of the embryos inside. Fresh wood shavings are 

required in your Barred Owl box before each nesting season begins.   

 Mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Mounting your Barred Owl House: 

 Place the house 10’ to 20’ up in a tree, with the entrance facing 

away from prevailing winds and with an unobstructed flight path to and 

from the house.  At the top of the back panel of the house are two metal 

hangers. At the bottom of the same panel is a pre-drilled hole.  

 

Put two appropriately spaced nails or screws into the side of a 

tree, with the heads left sticking out by about 1/4”. Place the metal 

hangers over the nails or screws. Put another nail or screw through the 

hole at the bottom of the back panel to fasten the nest box securely. 

Empty the included bag of wood chips into the nest box. It will be      

important to provide fresh wood chips before each nesting season and 

to clean it after each nesting season. 

 

Your Coveside Barred Owl house is made sustainably grown,    
custom milled, kiln dried, eastern white pine. The “rougher head”      
texture will allow parents and nestlings the grip they need for access 
and egress. The wood need not and should not be painted or stained. It 
will attain a weathered patina over time and blend in with its              
environment. Birds ultimately prefer an inconspicuous nest box. It 
should last, on average and depending on location and maintenance, 
about 7-10 years. 

 
Should you wish to apply a preservative of some sort, Tung Oil or 

Boiled Linseed Oil are Coveside’s recommendations. Both are naturally 
derived and are effective, natural, non-toxic preservatives. 


