
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOTT BRICK’s stage performances throughout the 
U.S. include Cyrano, Hamlet, Macbeth and Ebenezer 
Scrooge, while his recorded collection of over 1,000 
audiobooks has resulted in his twice being named 
Publishers Weekly's Narrator of the Year (2007 & 
2011), a Grammy nomination, five Audie Awards, over 
60 Earphone Awards, and the label “Golden Voice” 
from AudioFile Magazine.  You can hear him narrate 
such titles as JURASSIC PARK, ALEXANDER   HAMILTON, 
the JACK REACHER series, IN COLD BLOOD, THE     
PASSAGE trilogy, ATLAS SHRUGGED, THE HUNT FOR 
RED OCTOBER, HELTER SKELTER, the BREAKTHROUGH 
series, FAHRENHEIT 451 and the DUNE series. Scott 
offers coaching for pro and aspiring narrators alike thru 
his Audiobook Insider Workshop Series and private 
sessions.   

Contact: scott@scottbrickpresents.com 

JOHNNY HELLER is an Audiofile GOLDEN VOICE narrator 
and one of the most sought after Audiobook and        
Commercial VO coaches in the nation. Johnny is an ALA 
Odyssey Award winner and a Grammy Nominee. He has 
narrated nearly 1,000 titles for adults, young adults and 
children; Publishers Weekly named him a Listen Up 
Award Winner 2008-2016; Audiofile Magazine named 
him a Best Voice of 2008 -2011, 2014-2018 and one of 
the top 50 voices of the 20th Century. A multiple recipi-
ent of Booklist & Publishers Weekly Starred Reviews, 
Johnny has       garnered over 30 Earphone Awards, is a 
14-time Audie Award Nominee and a 4-time Audie 
Award Winner.  For more info, visit 
www.johnnyheller.com. 

Contact: mrjohnnyheller@gmail.com 

BRYAN BARNEY (Blackstone) is the Executive Producer 
of audiobooks for Blackstone Publishing. A native of        
Massachusetts, he received a BA in Audio Post-
Production and Sound Design from Emerson College. He 
has over a decade of experience in the audio industry, 
with a diverse background that includes live sound, 
music, and audio for television and film, as well as   
expertise in audiobooks. Bryan is an active member of 
the Recording Academy and the Audio Engineering  
Society. 

Contact: bryan.barney@blackstone.com 

With over twenty years as a professional voice actor, J. 
MICHAEL COLLINS has worked with some of the biggest 
companies, brands, sports leagues, and organizations on 
the planet. In addition to his work in the classic,             
agency-based world of VO, J. Michael has established 
himself as a leading authority in the online casting mar-
ketplace and has become recognized as an industry 
leading voice talent coach and demo producer as well. J. 
Michael is a 50 time Voice Arts Award winner as a voice 
actor, demo    producer, script writer, and casting  direc-
tor. 

Contact: jmichael@jmcvoiceover.com 

 

Workshop Hosts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop Panelists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

DON “Expert Ears” BAARNS is one of the world’s  
eading experts in audiobook recording & production. 
His coaching, video sessions, and tools were developed 
and refined with thousands of hours of private sessions 
with clients, ranging from absolute beginners to expert-
level narrators and VO artists, maximizing the results of 
their production and recording environment, and he 
admins some of the largest, most popular narration 
and VO tech social media pages. 

Contact: donbaarns@gmail.com 

KAREN COMMINS is an award-winning audiobook 
narrator, blogger, producer, publisher, and leading 
curator of info about the audiobook industry. She’s 
spoken about audiobook creation and marketing at 
VOAtlanta, on ACX University, as a guest on several 
podcasts, and in workshops and webinars. After years 
of helping narrators on their journeys through her  
articles, videos, online advice, and private consulta-
tions, in 2019 Karen launched NarratorsRoadmap.com. 
This site is THE destination for narrators of all levels, 
with a casting directory, event calendar, knowledge 
base, videos, and an incredible number of resource 
links.  

Contact: karen@karencommins.com 

 

JESS ESCOLANA is the CEO at Common Mode Inc.   
Common Mode provides post production services to 
the major   publishers and independent authors. She 
studied sound and recording engineering at William 
Paterson University and has been in the audiobook 
industry for the past 11 years taking on a variety of 
roles from proofer to editor to engineer. 

Contact: jescalona@commonmode.com 

After graduating from Full Sail University, ERICK BLACK 
worked a number of gigs including live sound reinforce-
ment, operations at an independent TV station, and as 
an audio engineer for a company that manufactures 
brass bells.  Finally, his love of audio and passion for the 
written word, led him Dreamscape Media where he 
started recording and directing audiobooks.  He has 
been casting and producing there for the past 5 years 
and absolutely loves the work and the audiobook    
community.  A lover of outdoors, Erick lives deep in the 
woods with his wife, 2 daughters, 1 cat, and 2 bunnies. 

Contact: eblack@dreamscapeab.com 
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TAMARA MARSTON (Podium)  is the Senior Casting      
Director at Podium Audio, having joined the company 
in 2016 after casting for BeeAudio for several years. 
She   entered the industry as a narrator and has over 
80 titles for Blackstone, Highbridge, Harper Collins, 
Audible and others, having garnered an Audiofile  
Earphones Award and      nominations for both Audie 
and VoiceArts awards along the way.  Tamara is a 
professional performer, stage and musical director, 
and vocal director for several theaters in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Contact: tamara@podiumaudio.com 

Multiple Audie Finalist, Earphone Awards and SOVAS   
winner, HILLARY HUBER has narrated over 600 audio-
books spanning a variety of genres. In addition to 
narrating, Hillary also directs audiobooks, coaches 
new narrators and produces audiobook demos. She 
has a BA in English Literature and is a voracious   
reader and listener of audiobooks. Hillary splits her 
time between Santa Monica and NY. Most of that 
time is spent in a small 4x5 cell… er booth.   
 
Contact: hills@hillaryhuber.com 

CAITLIN GARING is the Associate Publisher of 
HarperAudio and an award-winning producer and 
director. When not focusing on the big picture, Caitlin 
continues to produce select projects. Some of her 
favorites to work on are full cast audiobooks, as well 
as audio adaptations of graphic novels. 
 
Contact:  HarperAudio Contact Form 

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, JOE HEMPEL, a total eighties' kid, 
had a fascination with an eclectic array of shows that 
would later shape his performances in the audiobook 
world—shows like Alf, Night Court, Tales from the Crypt, 
and WWF Superstars. For over a decade Joe honed his 
acting skills as a referee in professional wrestling and 
inspired people as a NASM certified personal trainer and 
endurance coach. Best known for his captivating, rich 
narrations and uncanny ability for pulling listeners into an 
immersive experience, Joe has entertained listeners with 
over 400 audiobooks ranging from horror and mystery to 
science fiction, romance, and personal development. Joe 
lives in Houston with his wife Maria, and enjoys running 
marathons and bringing words on a page to life. Joe is also 
the winner of the 2018 ABR Listeners Choice Award for 
Horror. 

Contact: joehempel@voiceofjoey.com 

Every book has a story to tell and when a book goes to 
audio, BILL LORD is grateful for the publishers and authors 
who trust him to tell its story well. With an engaging style 
and through deeply authentic characters, Bill creates   
performances that turn exciting manuscripts into thrilling 
adventures. Both an Audiofile Magazine Earphone Award 
recipient, Bill is an avid boater who spends much of his 
free time cruising the lake with my wife Joya and playing 
guitar. 
 
Contact: bill@nothingrhymeswithorange.us 

PAUL GAGNE  
Director of Production, Scholastic Audio 
 
Recent Project/s: Hey Kiddo and Odyssey winner– Kent 
State  

Contact: PGagne@Scholastic.com 

SUZANNE ELISE FREEMAN is a Los Angeles-based actor and 
award-winning audiobook narrator who has recorded over 
350 projects for publishers including Penguin Random 
House, Harper, Blackstone, Scholastic and Brilliance.   
Suzanne is the creator and host of "Webcast Live" for the 
Audiobook Publisher's Association, where she interviews 
audiobook producers, award-winning narrators and coach-
es about what makes a great narrator. She's appeared on 
screen in Californication with David Duchovny, Courting 
Alex with Jenna Elfman and, regrettably, the second season 
of The Bachelor on ABC.  

Contact: sef@suzannefreemanvoice.com  

NICK MARTORELLI is an executive producer with Penguin 
Random House Audio, where he works on a wide variety of 
titles. He produces the Star Wars audiobooks, including the 
recent full-cast productions Tempest Runner and Doctor 
Aphra. He has a love of full-cast audio dramas, and has 
produced the audio adaptations of multiple graphic novels, 
including Lucy Knisley’s Stepping Stones, the Hilo series by 
Judd Winick, and the Max and the Midknights series by 
Lincoln Peirce. Before joining PRH team, Nick was a       
professional actor, and he’s always willing to talk at length 
about Star Trek, Sherlock Holmes, and Superman. 
 
Contact: NMartorelli@prh.com 
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GINA SMITH is a self-proclaimed marketing guru with over 
25 years experience working in the entertainment industry 
who also happens to dabble in web & graphic design, event 
planning, and professional organizing. In addition to     
operating her freelance agency, GLS Entertainment, Gina 
also runs audiobook narrator, Scott Brick’s, lucrative     
production  company and acts as talent manager for other 
audiobook narrators.  In 2018, she helped launch the   
Audiobook Business Workshop Series with Brick and  fellow 
narrator, Johnny Heller and now waits anxiously for the 
opportunity to launch the event series worldwide.  

Contact:  gina@glsentertainment.com 
                 gina@scottbrickpresents.com 

ROBERT J. SCIGLIMPAGLIA, JR. has been practicing 
law since 1991 and is the author of the industry  
leading book entitled Voice Over Legal which hit #1 
on the Amazon Best Selling list in the entertainment 
law category. Robert is also a professional actor and 
voice over artist and producer.  Most recently he 
completed several films through his production   
company, Belair Productions, LLC, and was also the 
director of the sessions for the new voice of “Bixby” 
for Samsung’s phones and products.  He is probably 
best known for his role as the “Dad” in the Super 
Bowl Commercial “Happy Grad.”  For more           
information visit www.robertpaglia.com. 

Contact: robscig@usa.net 

RICHARD RIEMAN, “The Audiobook Wizard,” is an        
acclaimed authority on audio and video self-publishing. He 
has narrated and produced hundreds of Indie-published 
audiobooks. He is the author of the Global eBook Awards 
Gold Medal Winner in Writing/Publishing, “The Author’s 
Guide to Audiobook Creation.”  Richard is a Gold Medal 
National Ben Franklin Independent Book Publishers Assn. 
(IBPA) Award Winner for Audiobook Nonfiction, an Audible 
Approved Audiobook Producer, and a 5-time winner of the 
EVVY Award for audiobook narration and production. 
Richard is a former guide and racing instructor for visually 
impaired skiers, a volunteer narrator for Learning Ally; and 
a member of the Professional Audiobook Narrators of 
America, the Audio Description Network Alliance, and the 
Audio Description Project. 

Contact: richard@imaginationvideobooks.org 
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SARAH PUCKETT is an award winning audiobook 
narrator with over 250 titles recorded and also the 
owner of Pink Flamingo Productions, an audiobook 
publisher with over 300 titles produced. She works 
with many new narrators to build successful careers, 
and continuously brings new clients to audio by 
working closely with Indie authors and agents.  

Contact: sarahpuckettvo@gmail.com 

SEAN ALLEN PRATT (AEA/SAG/AFTRA) has been a working         
professional actor in the theater, film, TV, and voice-overs 
for twenty-five years. He has been an audiobook narrator 
for twenty years, has recorded over 900 books in almost 
every genre, and has received eight AudioFile Magazine 
Earphones Awards and four Audie Award nominations from 
the Audio Publishers Association. For the last ten years, 
Sean has been helping actors, both students and           
professionals, to understand the complexities of the     
business, as well as reinvigorate and refocus their careers 
through his easy-to-understand, dynamic concepts.  

Contact: seanpratt@comcast.net 

GUY OLDFIELD is the Senior Director of Macmillan 
Audiobooks. Guy produces and directs some of the 
World's leading authors and celebrities, including 
Oprah Winfrey, Elton John, Alicia Keys, Bernie Sanders 
and Melinda Gates. Guy develops and produces a vast 
array of genres ranging from non-fiction to commer-
cial and literary fiction. His work includes numerous 
best selling audiobooks from Nora Roberts, Gregg 
Hurwitz, James Comey, and the late Robert Jordan. 
When not producing, Guy manages Macmillan Audio's 
production team. They deliver over 500 audiobooks 
per year.  

Contact: narrators@macmillan.com  

A 39-year veteran of the publishing and entertainment 
industries, STEVE SMITH joined Oasis Audio as its 
Director of Sales and Marketing in August 2010. He 
became publisher in 2012, and President in 2017.  

Steve and his wife live in a western suburb of Chicago.  

Contact: ssmith@oasisaudio.com 
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