
Workshops and Presentations
Fiona Brooker is a professional genealogist who has been actively researching her family history for over  
30 years, inspired by two marriage certificates and a collection of family letters written from New Zealand 
back to her immigrant ancestor’s family in Devon. 

Whilst living and researching in the UK, she studied and gained a Higher Certificate in Genealogy from 
the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies. Fiona has served as both President and Treasurer of 
the New Zealand Society of Genealogists (NZSG). 

Looking for a way to share family recipes with others she discovered digital scrapbooking and has used 
this as a way to preserve both the present and the past for the future. She has had layouts published 
in Scrapbooking Memories, For Keeps and Up2Scrap. With a background in adult education, Fiona has 
taught both family history and digital scrapbooking throughout New Zealand and looks forward to 
sharing her addiction with you.

Workshops
These practical workshops are of varying lengths. Computer requirements are indicated. 

Family History for Beginners
This four session (1.5-2hrs per session), workshop covers:

•	 First Things First – What do you know? Sources around the home

•	 Strong Roots – Research Process and Organisation

•	 The Bones – Civil Registration in New Zealand, Australia and the United Kingdom

•	 Death & Dying – Cemetery Records and Probates 

Can be run as a day course or over four weeks.  
Computer and internet access is required for session two and three.

Family History for Intermediates
 This four session (1.5-2hrs per session), workshop covers:

•	 The Bones Part 2 – Parish Registers in New Zealand and the United Kingdom

•	 Finding Families – Census Records in the United Kingdom

•	 Extra, Extra, Read All About It – Researching in newspapers

•	 Getting Here – Immigration Records

P O Box 37-258, Halswell, Christchurch 8245, New Zealand | Ph 027 313 8202  
www.memoriesintime.co.nz | fiona@memoriesintime.co.nz

Can be run as a day course or over four weeks.  
Computer and Internet access required for all sessions.

These courses have also been developed as presentations (see Presentations 
list).
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It’s All on the Internet… Isn’t It?
The common misconception about family history is that if I just put my name into the internet I’ll find it 
all.  Taking it back a step this presentation covers the research process before heading online. 

Three hour workshop. Students required computer and Internet access .

Findmypast - A-Z
Hints and tips for making the most of your Findmypast searches. 1.5-2hr workshop. Students required 
computer and Internet access. Also available as a 20 minute presentation.

Findmypast - Headlines & Smallprint 
Add some flesh to the bones of your family history with these search tips for searching Findmypast’s 
newspapers and periodicals collection. 1.5-2hr workshop. Students required computer and Internet 
access. Also available as a 20 minute presentation.

Digital Scrapbooking 101 –  Short Course
Learn how to preserve your photos and share your stories though digital scrapbooking.  
This 3hr workshop is suitable for all levels of Photoshop users including beginners. The first half of this 
short course covers the use of Photoshop Elements to repair and restore photographs. The second 
half introduces Digital Scrapbooking and students work with supplied materials on a mini album with 
predesigned pages.

The workshop requires computers or laptops with Photoshop Elements / Photoshop installed. Students 
can download a 30 day free trial from the Adobe website to use in class. Workshop includes a student 
handout and a selection of digital scrapbooking materials.

Digital Scrapbooking 101 –  Day Course
The first half of this short course covers the use of Photoshop Elements to repair and restore 
photographs. The second half introduces Digital Scrapbooking and students work with supplied 
materials on a mini album with predesigned pages.

With more time to work on their albums and dependent on Photoshop experience, students may find 
that they can complete their mini album during the workshop.

The workshop requires computers or laptops with Photoshop Elements / Photoshop installed. Students 
can download a 30 day free trial from the Adobe website to use in class. Workshop includes a student 
handout and a selection of digital scrapbooking materials.

Digital Scrapbooking 201 –   4 session course
This four (2hr per session) course can be run over four weeks or over a weekend.  Building on what is 
covered in the Digital Scrapbooking 101 course this workshop covers the creation of digital scrapbooked 
pages in Photoshop Elements.

The workshop requires computers or laptops with Photoshop Elements / 
Photoshop installed. Students can download a 30 day free trial from the 
Adobe website to use in class. Workshop includes student handouts and a 
selection of digital scrapbooking materials.

Records and Research
From a starting point of a marriage certificate can you put together the 
descendant family tree of this family?  Based around generic and New Zealand 
family history records, this workshop is a fun way for small groups to explore 
different record types that can be used in their family history. A great starter 
for a research weekend, this workshop works well in combination with the 
presentation on Exciting Discoveries.
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Presentations
Tailored for a 1 hour presentation slot with questions (unless otherwise indicated), these presentations 
are supported with handouts where appropriate.

Starting Your Family History
Do you have an interest in your family history? Covering the basics of ancestry charts, family group 
sheets and civil registration, this is the perfect presentation for those wanting to start their family history.

Flesh and Bones
Especially for the budding junior genealogist (8yrs and up), helping them to start tracing their family 
history. Covering charts, oral history, civil registration and introducing some internet sources. This 
presentation has been given to school classes studying their family history.

It’s All on the Internet… Isn’t It?
The common misconception about family history is that if I just put my name into the internet I’ll find 
it all.  Taking it back a step this presentation covers the research process before heading online.  This 
presentation is also available as a workshop.

First Things First
If you’re just starting out it’s tempting to rush in and get carried away with internet searches and 
purchases. Press pause and think about what do you know and what you might already have around 
your home

Strong Roots 
Having a strong basis to how you research and organise what you discover means that you are set up for 
your future research. This presentation covers the research process and a basic organisation process.

The Bones – New Zealand
How to search for a Birth, Death or Marriage in New Zealand’s civil registration records and some tips and 
tricks to make it easier. Also available for Australia and the United Kingdom.

Death & Dying - New Zealand
The passing on a family member creates a number of records that can be of use to a family historian. 
Focusing on cemetery records and probates, but also considering what other records may have been 
created. Also available for the United Kingdom.

The Bones Part 2 - New Zealand
Instead of Birth and Death, think Baptism and Burial with the addition of Marriages. Parish Registers are 
another source for family history information in New Zealand. Also available for the United Kingdom.

Finding Families - New Zealand
We don’t have any major collections of census records in New Zealand, so how else can you find families 
in New Zealand. Looking at the use of electoral rolls and school records to add to your family history.

Finding Families - United Kingdom
Unlike New Zealand the United Kingdom has major collections of census 
records available from 1841-1911. Tips and tricks on how to use these 
records to reconstruct your families.

Extra, Extra, Read All About It
Newspapers all around the world are going digital.  How can you use them 
to add to your family history?

Getting Here
Our families all go to New Zealand somehow. This presentation covers the 
use of 19th and 20th century immigration records to add to your family 
story.
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Tracing your West Coast Ancestor 
This interactive session looks at the different resources available for tracing family living in New Zealand’s 
West Coast. Highlighting primarily 19th century resources.

Postal Connections – Stamps, Post and Family History
Letter writing was the main form of communication for our ancestors, but how else did they interact with 
the postal system?

Exciting Discoveries
Family History is like a jigsaw puzzle, but sometimes it’s hard to get all the pieces back into the box.  This 
talk looks at how you can organise your research, both physical and on the computer so that you can 
always find the edge pieces.

Going Online
The Why’s, Where’s and How’s of putting your family tree online.

The 1939 Register for Family Historians
Following on from the declaration of War, on September 29th 1939, the details of the population of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland were recorded and identity cards were issued. Findmypast have now 
published the registers for England and Wales. This talk will look at searching the 1939 Register and what 
to do with the information you find.

Findmypast – Present, Past & Future
Explore the use of the Findmypast website for researching your family. Covering the available methods 
for searching the Findmypast website.

Findmypast - A-Z
Hints and tips for making the most of your Findmypast searches. Choice of a 20min presentation  
or a 1.5-2 hour hands-on workshop.

Findmypast - Headlines & Smallprint
Add some flesh to the bones of your family history with these search tips for searching Findmypast’s 
newspapers and periodicals collection. Choice of a 20min presentation or a 1.5-2 hour hands-on 
workshop.

Early English Records
Once we’ve checked out all the birth, death, marriage and census records where to from here?    This 
presentation is a review of records for pre-1837 research in England.

NZSG – WIIFM?
Do you make the most of your New Zealand Society of Genealogists membership? Covering how you can 
access and use the different services and collections of the society.

Preserving the Past and the Present for the Future
We all plan to write our family history, but until then how else can we share 
and preserve our family history both past and present? This presentation is 
illustrated with digital scrapbooking examples.

Creating Memories In Time
This short presentation (20 mins), is an abbreviated version of the Preserving 
the Past and the Present for the Future presentation.

Photoshop your Images
Do you have photos that haven’t worn well, tattered edges and colour casts. 
This demonstration covers the basic tools available in Photoshop Elements to 
restore heritage photographs. 

The presentation is also available as a stand-alone workshop or in conjunction 
with a Digital Scrapbooking workshop.
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Upcoming Topics:
The following are presentations and workshops are being created.

Presentations
•	 Finding Cousins – presentation looking at the sources for finding descendants 

•	 FamilySearch – the what, the how and the why

•	 A Will is a Dead Giveaway – presentation on probate records for genealogists

•	 Researching Downunder - Does your family have missing links; they are there on one UK census 
but gone the next? Maybe they went “Downunder”. Focusing on researching in New Zealand and 
Australia and looking at what records are available to find those missing family members.

•	 Are you the CMO of your Family? - Looking at the digital world we are living in with a focus on digital 
images. How do you keep them organized and accessible? Come along to find out what a CMO is.

Workshops
•	 Preserving the Past Workshop – practical workshop to create a journal jar for giving away to family 

members.

•	 Jewellery Workshop – capture your history with this workshop to create a pendant or brooch 
celebrating your family.

•	 I Remember…  Mini Album Workshop – Moments pass so quickly; here’s your chance to capture 
some memories in a practical workshop.

If you need a presentation or workshop on a different topic contact Fiona.  
We are always working on new ideas and welcome your suggestions.

Research Weekend
Have you considered a research weekend? Based in Christchurch, Fiona is available to travel and any 
requests would be considered. Depending on travel requirements up to eight presentations can be 
covered in a weekend. Mix and match workshops and presentations.

Contact Fiona to discuss further, telephone 027 313 8202 or email fiona@memoriesintime.co.nz

 


