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The LIVING LUTHERAN FOR 

JULY is here and you can pick up 

your copy at the northeast entrance! 

MAY 2020 

INCOME:  $ 12,547.20 

EXPENSES: $ 12,124.52 

COBORN’S RECEIPTS 
We are collecting receipts from Coborns ONLY 
for the months of May, June, July. Please have 
them to the church by August 5th. Thank you! 

WE STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY BY 
SHARING OUR JOYS, SORROWS, AND CONCERNS 
WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND BY UPHOLDING ONE 

ANOTHER IN PRAYER.   

Deb Kludt (surgery July 8th), The Family of Shirley 
Tietz, Donna Thompson (Mike Dramstad’s Mom), 
Judy Hanson (at home), Nancy Giessinger (Huron 
Nursing Home, Rehab), Jerry Bales, Betsy Kelchen 
(Sister-in-law of Terry Larsen), Randy Peterson 
(Brother-in-law of Deb Kludt), Patricia Kool, Dorothy 
Lorenz, Mildred Schill, Judy Rearick, Florence 
Schoon (sister of Bob Pownell), Dan Hedding  (Lyle 
& Annette Zell’s son- in-law), Lyla Rice, Jordan 
Scheel, Maryann Denkel, Dee Forrest, Aurora 
Schnathorst, Clarke Christiansen, Duane 
Engelsguard, MacKenzie Nelson 

 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

The office is not open for normal working 

hours during this time. If you need to stop 

by for anything, please call 605-352-2614 to 

make sure someone can be there.  

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER and CHRIST IN OUR 
HOME for JULY, AUGUST, SEPT. are here 
and can be picked up at North entrance. 

Large print and regular print available.   

THANK YOU!! 
Thank you from Ron and Dee to our family and 

friends of Our Savior’s for the cards, best wishes, 
and parade. We had a wonderful time!  

 

OSLC Website!!! 
www.oslhuron.com 

Please visit our website.  You can enjoy our Sunday 
Worship Service Live and throughout the week until 
the next service is uploaded. Pastor Joanne is also 
working with Mike Dramstad on some You Tube 

videos. The office will be sending out the links vie 
email as soon as one is completed.  

FACEBOOK 
Our Savior’s has a facebook page run by Jim Tharp. 
Look us up! Our Savior’s Lutheran Church – Huron, 

SD is what you need to search for. 

 
Judy Hanson 2nd 
Russ Forrest 6th 

Joan DeShazer 9th 
Gene Miller 10th 

Pastor Joanne 14th  
Tammy Dramstad 20th 

Gordon Foss 21st 

 
 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Begins July 7th at 10 a.m. using the July/ 
August Gather Magazine. We have plenty 
so join us! 

mailto:degosl@hotmail.com


Dear Friends,  

 

 July will soon be here. As we continue in our COVID-19 mode of life, this will be, for many of 
us, a very cautious summer.  

 At our June 21st Church Council meeting we talked again about opening up for congregational 
worship. During the meeting, it was decided that we call all of our members and ask where they are 
at with coming if we would open. So, if you have not received a call concerning this, please connect 
with me. The council plans to meet on Sunday, July 12 to discuss what the calling found and make a 
plan for action. Council decided it would be appropriate to begin the Tuesday morning Gather Bible 
Study on Tuesday, July 7 at 10am. We will plan to meet every Tuesday. The Bible Study portion of 
the July/August Gather will be our focus. The Church gets extra magazines. So whoever is interested 
in coming, we will plan to be social distancing with face masks and hand sanitizer.  

 This newsletter is also the quarterly letter to update what we have received financially from 
you from January through June. Thank you so much for continuing to remember Our Savior’s 
through your offerings. I deeply appreciate your prayers for me and our joint ministry during this 
very difficult time.  

 Even though we are not meeting for worship, many of you have been stepping up to make 
sure the “regular things” are done. Many thanks for your willingness to help keep the church grounds 
“presentable”. Thanks to our church council members for their attendance at our meetings with the 
desire to do what is best for the members of Our Savior’s. And thank you to those of you who have 
been volunteering to read and sending in pictures. I appreciate all that you are willing to do to help 
during these very difficult days. 

 This mailing also includes your record of giving through June. If you have any questions, 
please call the church or Vanessa, 350-7066.  

 Thanks, again for all you are for Our Savior’s and all that you do to help one another through 
our COVID lockdown. 

 

Pastor Joanne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEGINNING ENDING

FUND FUND

FUNDS BALANCE INCOME EXPENSES BALANCE

 

General Fund (3,139.88) 12,547.20 12,124.52 282.80

Transfer Parsonage Fund 3,000.00

RESTRICTED (SPECIAL

PURPOSE) FUNDS

Endowment Fund 199,864.78 0.00 0.00 199,864.78

Parsonage (Thrivent) 78,400.00 0.00  3,000.00 75,400.00

Memorial Fund 4,500.58 0.00 0.00 4,500.58

TOTALS 279,625.48 12,547.20 12,124.52 280,048.16

OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

FOR THE MONTH ENDED 5/31/20



 
 

July 2020 Congregation Newsletter Inserts 

Congregations of the South Dakota Synod are invited to use any of the following newsletter inserts for their 

regular newsletter schedules. These short articles are written by members of the staff and our partners in 

ministry.  
 

From the Bishop’s Desk 

"He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and 

to walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:8)  
 

These are the prophet Micah's words to his contemporaries, and these are Micah's words to us as well as it speaks into 

our daily life as people of God living in uncertain times. Many of you have reached out to me with a deep concern about 

the storms of life encircling us, they are manifold from the ongoing uncertainty of agriculture, to the threats of COVID-19, 

to the unrest that fills our life. The call of the prophet Micah continues to lead us, dear Church until the day, Christ will 

return. And so, we went to work, trusting that God's in the midst of all of this, leading us into the future he has prepared for 

us. 
 

During our fall "Listen, Learn and Care" events in all seven conferences of our synod we learned that you seek your synod 

staff to be a resource to you, that you are deeply concerned about the polarization in our nation and that you seek to live 

out your faith boldly. We have listened to you and offer you a synod-wide opportunity to create a space where various 

voices are heard, where justice and love for mercy guide the conversation as we journey together humbly with God. The 

"SD Synod Justice Table" will begin a conversation around topics of diversity, justice, and reconciliation. This 

conversation will invite partners around the table that are of very different walks of life and bring various experiences to 

the table. This group will model what it means to "holy wrestle" with the tough issues and how we live our faith boldly in 

times such as these heading Micah's call.  

Welcome to the table, SD Synod.  
 

Bishop Constanze 

#JourneyingTogetherinChrist 
 

In Times of Conflict 

Rev. Jonathan Steiner 
  

Ephesians 2:14-16 

For [Christ] is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 

hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself 

one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through 

the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 
 

In the middle of all this tension and conflict, it can be easy to demonize those we disagree with. When we say things like, 

“those are evil people,” we lose sight of who God knows us to be: broken people. Every one of us has flaws, sins that we 

know and even ones that we are blind to. God forgives each of us, out of the grace that is the gift from Christ. We are 

called to love our neighbors, to call out injustice, and to work so that everyone has a place at the table. But we must do so 

in the pursuit of peace, rather than trying to win. Jesus breaks down our hostility, and brings us peace. 

 

General Ministry Housekeeping 

Crystal McCormick 
 

Subscribe to the Synod News: 

A good way to stay informed and updated is to subscribe to the Synod news. This can be done by visiting 

https://sdsynod.org/ and inserting your email address into the box at the bottom of the home screen where it says "sign-up 

for Synod news" and hit the yellow subscribe button. We will keep you informed as postponed events get rescheduled as 

well as continue to share reliable information and resources regarding COVID-19 and how our ministries are moving 

forward amidst these times. 



 

2020 Generosity 

Our grandson was born on 02.02.2020.  For numbers nerds like me, it was the first eight-digit palindrome of its kind since 

11.11.1111, over 900 years ago.  It’s not an event that required such a special date for us to remember—his entrance to 

this world and our family was more than enough, but it’s a fun addition to the story. The entire year of 2020 seems the 

same—it’s as though the world is determined to become so memorable that we’ll never forget those numbers, but for very 

different reasons.  Physical, emotional, financial and social pains have bombarded us with challenges of mourning and 

yearning, adapting and changing, listening and reacting, and never, ever forgetting.      
 

2020 is a year of people and ministries in great need, but also of people well-equipped by God to meet those needs.  

Have you thought about how and why God has entrusted you as a caretaker and steward?  Have those resources placed 

you in a unique position to make a difference in the world in 2020?  What legacy of your faith will live on as an example 

beyond 2020 to those who mourn your passing?   
 

This year will be unforgettable for a multitude of reasons.  Maybe a decision to move away from excess toward intentional, 

planned generosity for our hurting brothers and sisters is another reason to remember 2020.  If so, Lutheran Planned 

Giving of South Dakota is here to help.   
 

Kathy McHenry, Executive Director 

Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota 

605.274.5030 

kmchenry@sdsynod.org 

www.lpgsd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Witnesses to the transcendent 
By Elizabeth A. Eaton 

 
An amazing thing happened in March. Churches were closed but more people came to church. Millions of us were complying 

with shelter-in-place and physical distancing recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and 
state and local officials to stop the spread of the coronavirus. In a matter of days our lives were completely disrupted. The 
places where we sheltered became our offices, classrooms, day care centers and recreational facilities. Traffic dissipated—I was 
tempted to leave my house and drive unimpeded up and down the Kennedy Expressway just because it was possible. 

Measures to slow the spread of the disease work against in-person gatherings. Coming together for worship wasn’t 
possible. Maintaining 6 feet of distance between people, refraining from touching and wearing face masks aren’t conducive to 
corporate worship. I was in a CDC briefing that pointed out that singing was right up there with sneezing and coughing in 
spreading the virus. Conventional all-together-in-the-building church was out. 

So, what did we do? We found new ways of receiving the word and singing praise to God. All across this church, pastors and 
deacons, musicians and lay leaders created imaginative and fresh ways to worship. Virtual church, recorded church, livestreamed 
church happened everywhere. In parts of the country without sufficient Wi-Fi, congregations phoned each other, some on 
landlines. Pastors and deacons kept in contact with the people, and parishioners called each other. Worship resources to be used 
at home were shared. We might have been physically distanced, but we were not spiritually or socially isolated. 

Many congregations and worship sites reported that online attendance was up and, in some cases, exceeded average 
Sunday in-person participation. People “attended” several services in a day. And we know that many attending online would 
never walk into one of our churches. 

Now, before we get too excited about this new evangelism tool, we need to consider factors that may have contributed to 
increased attendance—no sports, no Starbucks, limited travel, convenience. This won’t last forever. But the restrictions 
imposed by the pandemic have made it clear that people are searching for hope and meaning and love. The gospel, the good 
news, the reality of God’s unconditional love “poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” 
(Romans 5:5), is the message that people long to hear. It is life for the dying, water for the parched, food for the starving, 
liberty for the oppressed. God has entrusted this word, this evangelical word, to the church and has commissioned us to tell it. 

People wonder what the post-COVID world and the post-COVID church will look like. No one, except God, knows for 
certain. Our experience with worshiping remotely has taught us at least two things: the word of God expressed in worship, 
lament and praise is not irrelevant. And people who find our congregations—the building and people—intimidating or off-
putting also long to be part of a community that witnesses to the life we have in Jesus.  

I am praying for the day when we gather again. I miss going to church. Church, including the buildings, are sacred spaces. 
Human beings are drawn to places where they have experienced the holy. Congregations—buildings and people—are 
witnesses to the transcendent. 

The problem comes when people confuse the sacred space with the Sacred. We must take care that our congregations don’t 
become idols. Since we have concrete evidence that people who long to hear about the life, hope and grace that comes to the 
world through Jesus won’t come into our churches, we need to go to them. We have done this in creative ways and through 
online worship during the pandemic. Don’t stop. When we are able to return to our sacred spaces, let’s make an honest 
assessment of the ways that our congregations are witnesses to the transcendent, places where we are nourished for the 
journey and then sent out to serve. Or have they become barriers to those seeking the love and freedom God has given to all 
people in Christ? 

 
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: 

bishop@elca.org. This column originally appeared in the June/July issue of Living Lutheran. Reprinted with permission. 
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