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The LIVING LUTHERAN FOR 

AUGUST is here and you can pick up 

your copy at the northeast entrance! 

JUNE 2020 

INCOME:  $ 9,560.00 

EXPENSES: $ 10,064.35 

COBORN’S RECEIPTS 
We are collecting receipts from Coborns ONLY 
for the months of May, June, July. Please have 
them to the church by August 5th. Thank you! 

WE STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY BY 
SHARING OUR JOYS, SORROWS, AND CONCERNS 
WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND BY UPHOLDING ONE 

ANOTHER IN PRAYER.   

Gene Miller (Knee Surgery), Deb Kludt (Shoulder 
Surgery), Donna Thompson (Mike Dramstad’s 
Mom), Judy Hanson (at home), Nancy Giessinger 
(Home), Jerry Bales, Betsy Kelchen (Sister-in-law of 
Terry Larsen), Randy Peterson (Brother-in-law of 
Deb Kludt), Patricia Kool, Dorothy Lorenz, Mildred 
Schill, Judy Rearick, Florence Schoon (sister of Bob 
Pownell), Dan Hedding  (Lyle & Annette Zell’s son- 
in-law), Lyla Rice, Jordan Scheel, Maryann Denkel, 
Dee Forrest, Aurora Schnathorst, Clarke 
Christiansen, Duane Engelsguard, MacKenzie 
Nelson 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

The office is not open for normal working 

hours during this time. If you need to stop 

by for anything, please call 605-352-2614 to 

make sure someone can be there.  

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER and CHRIST IN OUR 
HOME for JULY, AUGUST, SEPT. are here 
and can be picked up at North entrance. 

Large print and regular print available.   

THANK YOU QUILT LADIES!! 
Thank you for making the amazing quilt my 

Grandma Dee picked out! I will use it for many 
years!  ~ Sierra Y. ~ 

 

OSLC Website!!! 
www.oslhuron.com 

Please visit our website.  You can enjoy our Sunday 
Worship Service Live and throughout the week until 
the next service is uploaded. Pastor Joanne is also 
working with Mike Dramstad on some You Tube 

videos. The office will be sending out the links via 
email as soon as one is completed.  

FACEBOOK 
Our Savior’s has a facebook page run by Jim Tharp. 
Look us up! Our Savior’s Lutheran Church – Huron, 

SD is what you need to search for. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS     AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Earl Hinricher 3rd 
Karon Ziegeldorf 6th  
Judy Beck 7th 
Marcia Miller 9th  
Lisa Long 10th 
Russ Dramstad 11th  
Rita Thomsen 13th  
Phyllis Hovde 14th 
Helen VanWyhe 23rd  
Beth Foss 25th 
Merlyn McHugh 26th 
Leta Guthmiller 28th  
 

 

 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Begins July 7th at 10 a.m. using the July/ 
August Gather Magazine. We have plenty 
so join us! 

Earl & Melanie Hinricher 8th  
Rick & Janet Hohn 8th 

Dale & Peggy Gibson 15th 

  

 

mailto:degosl@hotmail.com


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Gathered in Christian Faith, empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
and sent into the community and world to love and serve. 

2040 Ohio Ave. SW 
Huron, SD 57350 
(605)352-2614  

      

Dear Friends,  
 March 15, 2020, was the last day we had a “regular, normal worship service” for the members of 
Our Savior’s. Of course that was the day that we announced that we would have to suspend worship and 
other activities until further notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. When that happened, I did not think we 
would still be dealing with this catastrophe in such an alive, active way. 
 We have to admit that our dealing with all of this has brought us into thinking of life in a different 
way. As I have mentioned, I do not believe that God caused COVID-19. But, I do believe that God has 
surrounded us with divine loving care and given us people who have the capability of looking at reality and 
realizing the how to deal with something so new and ominous as this little creature that can cause so much 
havoc.  
 Just like those working with this pandemic are trying things in a different way, we in the church are 
having to do the same. Our South Dakota Synod Bishop, Constanze Hagmaier, has made this comment, 
“Worship is always contemporary, meaning that it always reflects its time and age and equips God's 
people of that age to live out their faith in daily living.” At Our Savior’s we will be trying different models 
and ways of thinking about worship. It is suggested that we engage our five senses (touch, smell, see, 
hear, taste) – such as when a hymn is played, you may imagine what this hymn would taste like, if it were 
food or what do you hear? Instead of actually saying words, put a lot of action into mouthing the words. 
Use gestures for words, use American Sign Language, move your body in place.  

We have not celebrated Holy Communion as a congregation since that day in March, but I am giving 
you a different way for us to celebrate it that will hopefully not cause anyone to become sick. Beginning 
the weekend of August 1-2 we will be celebrating Holy Communion in the following ways: 

1) On the weekend YouTube, I invite you to have in front of you in your homes, the “fruit of the 

vine” and bread. In the usual part of the service before The Lord’s Prayer, I will be saying the 

Words of Institution. That will be followed the distribution and then we will pray The Lord’s 

Prayer and do the rest of “the usual” service. This will be the YouTube procedure for the 

duration of our pandemic YouTube services. 

2) On Sunday, August 2 and for successive Sundays when we meet in person, we will go through 

the whole service and at the end, we will celebrate Holy Communion with the words of 

institution. My helper and I will go to the west door with the elements and distribute the bread 

and wine. 

 As you know, working through this pandemic is a “work in progress” and we want to keep you, our 
precious worshippers, as safe as possible. 
 Thank you for your willingness to be flexible and cooperative as we help each other stay as safe as 
possible. (We are still hearing of a number of outbreaks happening in worship settings where the members 
have not practiced the safety measures of distancing, hand washing, and face masks.)  
 May we always realize how God always works through human instruments to bring about good for 
all people.                  
 
Pastor Joanne 
 

 



It is great to have so many of you who are interested in keeping the church and church 
grounds looking presentable. Thank you for keeping up with mowing the grass and 

trimming trees and bushes. “The Terry’s” (Larson and Zell) did major work on trimming 
the tall trees and made it better for mowing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 



 
 

August 2020 Newsletter Inserts 

Congregations of the South Dakota Synod are invited to use any of the following newsletter inserts for their 

regular newsletter schedules. These short articles are written by members of the staff and our partners in 

ministry.  
 

From the Bishop’s Desk 
Dear sibling in Christ of the SD Synod, 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit! As we relish late summer, we are also 

reminded in various ways that colder temperatures are on its way. Usually that means we begin to settle in and look forward to fall and 

winter activities. This year will be different for us. Some of us, like my family, received already communication from the school 

district that the school year may look different than a year ago. For some this causes anxiety. Uncertainty is challenging. Even though 

I have never been a Boy Scout, I embrace the concept of always being prepared. It helps me to manage my anxiety, when I feel it 

coming on. I would like to use this opportunity to share with you how your synod staff prepares for the colder season ahead and how 

you in your ministry setting can prepare for Fall and Winter. 

 

Realizing that many long to be back to in person worship, especially when temperatures begin to drop and outdoor worship is no 

longer a viable option, a task force prepared a contactless liturgy for congregational use. You can access the document by following 

the link  at sdsynod.org/covid19 under Worship Resources. Feel free to use it for Fall and Winter worship planning in your ministry 

setting. Please know that even though it is contactless, my primary recommendation is to not hold in-person worship. However, if your 

congregation is meeting in person, I continue to recommend wearing masks and maintaining at least 6-feet distance between non-

household units. All other recommended and known preventive measures to prevent spreading the virus from one person to another 

are also recommended to be practiced. 

 

These are trying times for all of us. Let us remember to be kind with each other, to create safe spaces where we respect and honor each 

other's needs and to model to the world around us that God's people are able to work together for the sake of community. As always, 

feel free to reach out to me with questions, concerns or if you would like me to join you and your leadership in discernment 

conversations of what God's up to in your community. 

 

In Christ,  

Rev. Constanze Hagmaier 

Bishop of the SD Synod 

 

Focus on Discipleship 
Rev. Jonathan Steiner 

  

It can be so easy for us to spend our energy on supporting the church, that we have nothing left over for the mission of the church. As 

Christians, we are called into discipleship, to follow Christ and invite others into that same journey. But as members or leaders of 

churches, we get tunnel vision about what is going to happen to “MY church.” Have you ever gone through a church meeting, and 

realized you barely talked about the love of Jesus, or about what God wants us to do? That’s what I’m talking about. 

 

We need to constantly remind ourselves and our communities that the church is not ours, it is Christ’s. In times of stress, we tend to 

turn inward, focusing on what WE need to keep going. But the Gospel does not need us, we need the Gospel. The whole point of the 

church is to tell us and the world that God loves us, no matter what. 

 

I invite you as the South Dakota Synod, and as a congregation based on grace through Christ, to renew our focus on discipleship. Let’s 

make sure we are making decisions out of faith and not fear, that we ground ourselves and our communities in scripture, that we are 

growing in relationship with God and inviting others to do the same. God is calling us, and thanks be to God that the Holy Spirit 

sweeps us into action! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“How long, O Lord?” 
Rev. Renee Splichal Larson 

 

“How long, O Lord?” the Psalmist writes (Psalm 13). Perhaps the psalmist sighs these lyrics, their pain and longing so deep there are 

no other words. Perhaps they shout the words out of frustration or anger. Or maybe they cry them, cheeks stained with unending tears. 

“How long, O Lord?”  

 

Lately I have found myself asking that question. Right now, I ask out of a longing to know. “How long, O Lord, will life feel out of 

whack?”  

 

I want to know when I can visit my loved ones without fear of transmitting illness. I want to know if my five-year-old can go to 

kindergarten in the Fall. I want to know that my husband and I are making the right decision by putting our kids back in daycare after 

juggling work and home life for the last 16 weeks. I want to know if kids are safe in their own homes, or if some are going hungry, or 

when people can safely go back to work. I want to know: How long, O Lord, will we be so politically divided? I want to know how 

much longer people can hold out emotionally and mentally, as we all wait with expectant hope for a vaccine or effective treatment for 

COVID-19. I want to know … how long, O Lord? 

 

Some may say this is not a helpful question, but along with the Psalmist, I ask it. I don’t expect an exact answer, but I do have a 

promise from God, that God hears the question and the longing within it. This is a faithful and prayerful question, because we speak it 

to the One who holds together all things, the One who is our past, present, and future. And we, like the Psalmist, trust in God’s 

steadfast love (verse 5), no matter how long we must wait for what we deem to be new life. 

 

There is a song in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book (i.e. the “cranberry” or “red” or “new” hymnal), called “How Long, O 

God.” It is hymn #698. The lyrics were written by Ralph Smith. Ralph served as a professor and dean of the chapel at Wartburg 

Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA. While I attended seminary at Wartburg, I learned of Ralph Smith, of his life and of his tragic 

death because of a car accident at the age of 44. I cannot sing this hymn without thinking of this man I have never met.  

 

Perhaps in this time where communal singing poses a great danger to those gathered, we can pray our beloved hymns. Maybe it will 

give us a chance to pay more attention to the words and how they get planted in our hearts and minds. Hymn #698 is a hymn I find 

worth praying. It is a psalm in and of itself. Verse five both asks the question and proclaims our hope: “How long, O God?” the 

psalmist cries, a cry we make our own. Though we are lost, alone, afraid, our God will lead us home.” 

 

 

General Housekeeping as ministry goes on – August 2020: 
  

Community Assistance Resources: 

The economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic have thrust many of our neighbors into the sometimes-confusing world of 

U.S. public assistance programs. ELCA World Hunger’s newest set of one-page guides will help potential applicants in all 50 states 

and Washington, D.C., get started in applying for benefits they and their families may need: 

·   Unemployment insurance 

·   Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

·   Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 

·   Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

·   Rental and housing resources from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

·   Child care assistance (for most states) 

Resources can be downloaded at https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/covid-assistance/. 

  

ELCA World Hunger VBS at Home: 

Bring your community together safely this summer for VBS! Explore easy adaptations of games, crafts and stories to learn about the 

Lord’s Prayer at home. Join the ELCA World Hunger VBS Facebook group to learn, share and create modifications with others 

around the country. 

Resources can be downloaded at https://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger#VBS. 

  

Subscribe to the Synod News: 

A good way to stay informed and updated is to subscribe to the Synod news. This can be done by visiting https://sdsynod.org/ and 

inserting your email address into the box at the bottom of the home screen where it says "sign-up for Synod news" and hit the yellow 

subscribe button. We will keep you informed as postponed events get rescheduled as well as continue to share reliable information and 

resources regarding COVID-19, and how our ministries are moving forward amidst these times. 
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