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Description of the Workshop by Jane M. Mason: 
 
Having basic watercolor skills and a journal, can help you capture the color and energy of a scene. This is helpful as 
you use your journal entries, photos, and notes, to weave your visions into your own textile art.  
 
A goal of this course is to inspire you to grab a journal, wander around in nature, and do watercolor sketches of an 
element that leads to textile art that you will create. 
 
No watercolor experience or drawing experience is required.  
 
This is a Zoom class. The techniques and processes we discuss are intended to be used for sketching anywhere 
inside or out. The tools are minimal and can fit in a gallon-size zipper-type bag.  
 
I’ve sketched with watercolor at parks, in airports, or at cafés. It’s an adaptable and portable skillset. And, 
sometimes it’s less intrusive than taking photos of a scene, so you are able to capture people and pets.  
 
When: February 4, 2022. 1pm -3pm ET. (12pm-2pm CT) 
 
Class Fee: $50.  
 
What’s Included:  
 

1. Introduction to watercolor tools: paper, paint, brushes, watercolor pencils, and watercolor crayons. 
2. Introduction to basic watercolor and micron pen sketching techniques. 
3. How to evaluate a scene and decide what to include.  
4. How to create meaningful notes to help you interpret you sketch back in your studio. 
5. A checklist of “The Ten Commandments of Watercolor.”  
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Who Should Take this Course: 
  

1. Anyone with an interest in adding to their artistic skill set as a textile artist. It’s perfect for rug hooking, 
punch needle, quilters, collage artists, and more.   

2. Even if you are an experienced watercolorist, I believe this course will add some tips to your current 
knowledge.  

 
What People Are Saying:  
 

“Jane expertly guided a group of 17 students in a thorough review of the basics, allowing each 
participant to share their knowledge while skillfully staying on schedule to fully cover the course 
objectives…. Jane, helped students translate their ideas into a textile design and working textile 
piece.” 
 
Member Textile Guild, Illinois 
 
 
“Jane M. Mason, a professional watercolor artist, moves freely among various artistic mediums 
in pursuit of expressing her joy of color and form.  Jane is not only a professional watercolor 
artist but an accomplished rug hooker. When she moved into the Chicago area about 5 years ago, 
she sought out an ATHA Rug Hooking chapter to join and the chapter I belong to was the lucky 
chapter she connected with.  She quickly brought her watercolor painting skills to our group, 
translating those principles into our rug hooking applications. She is proficient in color theory, 
knowing the importance of lights and darks, negative space, gradation, texture and color 
movement within a design. She has a love of teaching and has held classes for our group on basic 
drawing and design. … with Jane’s patient teaching skills, it was much easier than I had 
imagined. Expanding my knowledge of color through watercolor helped me to see and use colors 
in textiles in a whole new way. 
 
Member, Textile Guild, Illinois 
 
 
“I’ve got to admit that I was intimidated going into the class. I don’t consider myself a creative 
person. I am handy and can learn any technique, but I wouldn’t think of myself as an inventive 
artist. Jane taught me that we are all artists in our own rights. Having her show techniques and 
different options awakened my creative imagination." 
 
Member, Textile Guild, Wisconsin 

 
 
A Bit About Me: 
 
As a professional watercolorist and textile artist, I have been teaching for 30 years. I studied Textiles and Design at 
the University of Nebraska, and completed my Master’s Degree in Museum Studies at Harvard University.  
 
My work, including paintings, hooked rugs, quilts, and collage pieces, have been exhibited in dozens of solo and 
group exhibits across the US and in Italy. I won my first art contest at a museum in Omaha as a five-year old. Ever 
since that honor, I’ve seen myself as an artist. I work to maintain my five-year old point of view in her colorful and 
sometimes whimsical artwork.  
 
I have published many articles in art-related publications including one on how to select a frame for rug hooking in 
ATHA Magazine. It is available now on my website, fromjanemmason.com: Which is the best frame for Rug 
Hooking?  
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In addition to teaching, painting, and hooking, I spend as much time as possible with my grandchildren;  always 
arriving with lots of art supplies and textile projects.  
 
Number of Students: 

6 minimum and 14 maximum 
 

Length of Class:  
 2-3 hours. I will stay longer, if necessary, to answer any student’s questions.  
 
Supplies: 

1. Paint:  
a. If you want the least expensive alternative, I recommend a standard Crayola pan of watercolor 
paints. The brush is terrible in this set. Make sure you get a “real” brush, see below. 
b. Or, as an intermediate level, the Cotman Brand by Winsor Newton, the Field Kit “Pocket Box” 
is a good choice.  
c. A more professional (and expensive) set is the Daniel Smith Paint Set, “Essentials Introductory 
Watercolor,” 6 Tubes. Included: Three cool primary colors: Hansa Yellow Light, Quinacridone 
Rose, and Phthalo Blue, and three warm primary colors: New Gamboge, Pyrrol Scarlet, and 
French Ultramarine. If you get the Daniel Smith set, you will also need a small tube of Burnt 
Siena watercolor paint, and a palette to put everything on. A palette can be a plastic plate, a 
plastic palette, or a ceramic plate.   
 

2. Basic graphite pencil (#2 is fine), eraser, and optional pencil sharpener. 
 

3. A watercolor sketch-book journal. At least 5” x7”. Look for one with 140# cold-pressed cotton paper. I 
prefer wire-bound because they are easy to open flat.  
 

4. Watercolor pencils. You can buy them individually at your local independent art store. Or a small set, 8-ish,  
is usually a good collection. Any brand is fine. Note: these are not colored pencils. They are watercolor 
pencils.  
 

5. Optional: watercolor crayons. These we use in a similar way as watercolor pencils, so they are not required. 
But they offer another tool for a variation of techniques.  
 

6. One of two round watercolor brushes size 6 and 8. Or 6 and 10. Princeton is a recommended brand. Expect 
to pay anywhere from about $8 to $25 for each brush. Don’t get a crummy brush.  
 

7. A Micron Ink pen or two with black ink. I prefer a .05 size tip and larger. I find that the smaller tips skip on 
watercolor paper.  
 

8. Other supplies, such as a cup of water in a container that is exclusively used for art, and facial issues or 
paper towels. Also a mister spray bottle is helpful.  

 
I recommend signing up at least two weeks before the class to allow time for supplies to arrive.  Depending on the 
brand and quantity of supplies you purchase, the cost may be between about $50-$90 US. You will not purchase 
supplies from me but from retail vendors, hopefully locally independent art stores. You may take the class if you 
don’t have the supplies and opt to buy them later if you are interested. You will still get much out of the class from 
watching the demonstrations and participating in the discussion, but I recommend getting at least a minimum set of 
supplies so you can work with us.  
 


