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Radio 101
By Ken Reitz KS4ZR          ks4zr1@gmail.com

TSM Reviews: Como Audio Duetto
High Fidelity Wi-Fi Radio

I’ve been listening to Wi-Fi radio for many years and 
in the last few years I’ve been concerned with what I 
describe as a race to the bottom. In order to bring less 

and less expensive Wi-Fi radios to the market, just about 
everything is sacrificed: design, function and audio quality. 
Monochromatic displays, monaural audio, no remote con-
trol and limited capabilities characterize many Wi-Fi radios 
offered today. Doesn’t anyone care about raising the bar on 
these radios? Yes, and the company is Como Audio.

That may not be a familiar radio name to you, but the 
man behind Como Audio should be. Tom DeVesto has been 
around some of the best names in audio for decades and you 
may have heard of some of them: Advent, Kloss, Cambridge 
Soundworks and Tivoli Audio. From his Boston area home 
base, DeVesto is the vision behind Como Audio and I’ll take 
a close look at one of his new products—the Como Audio 
Duetto.

Artistic Design

After seeing so many nondescript plastic Wi-Fi radios 
of flimsy stature, it’s a pleasure to place the Duetto on the 
desk. Available in hickory (lighter colored wood), walnut 

(darker colored wood) or a lacquered white or black finish, 
this is as handsome a radio as you are likely to encounter. 
The round, black, screen-protected, long-throw woofers and 
soft-domed tweeters set off the 4.5-inch display panel that 
features a full-color 3.2-inch TFT screen.

Controlling this radio is possible three ways: three main 
controls on the front-panel (volume, menu and source); a 
full-function remote control—a concession to those of us 
who don’t always want a smartphone in our hands at all 
times—and, for those who are afflicted with phone-separa-
tion anxiety, Como Audio provides iOS and Android apps for 
free download from their site.

Storing any particular channel in any of the six di-
rect-access buttons is done in the time-honored method: 
hold-down one of the six buttons until the channel is stored 
(the screen alerts you that the station is stored).

Expandable Solo Version Available

You don’t have to start out with the Duetto ($400), 
if you want to save some bucks ($100 to be more precise) 
you can start with a Como Audio Solo (with models from 
$300-350) and later, if you’re missing the stereo sound or 

Como Audio Duetto ($400) stereo FM/Wi-Fi radio in hickory 
wood finish on the editor’s desk. Finally, a high quality Wi-Fi ra-
dio with outstanding audio and full color display. (KS4ZR photo)

Wyoming Public Media has a full-time jazz channel, just one of 
the many stations anyone can listen to that, unless you live there, 
you would never be able to hear. (KS4ZR photo)
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came into some more money, buy the Ambiente ($120) in the 
appropriate finish, plug the cord into the back of the Solo and 
flip a switch on the back—you’ve got stereo.

For those wanting to start out with more separation in 
their stereo than is provided by the Duetto, Como Audio 
offers the Ambiente Bundle ($418)—a Solo and an Ambiente 
speaker combo that lets you place the speakers up to 12 feet 
apart. This makes it more useful as TV audio (using an optic 
audio cable—not provided) or for more dramatic stereo sepa-
ration in the living room or bedroom.

Tuning in the World through Wi-Fi

Those of us who came to radio decades before there 
was a Wi-Fi radio still marvel at being able to listen to tens 
of thousands of choices when it comes to tuning a radio so, 
I’m always impressed at first by that fact alone. Once you get 
used to the fact that it’s possible to listen to, let’s say WQXR 
(New York’s classical FM music station) or BBC World Ser-
vice or Radio Simba from Uganda (which calls itself “The 
best Luganda station in the world!”) you realize that there 
is almost no limit to what you can listen to. Missing Radio 
Australia on shortwave? Not me, I’m streaming it whenever 
I like on Wi-Fi radio! Voice of America, World Radio Net-
work, if it’s global news content you’re craving, you’re just a 
couple of steps away from listening—regardless of propaga-
tion conditions and solar cycle doldrums.

But, you’ve got to know what you’re looking for. For 
example, I was looking for KKJZ-FM, Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, a station I used to listen to all the time when it was 
broadcast on C-band satellite a long time ago. Its call sign is 

KKJZ, the station’s web address is jazzandblues.org, but it 
calls itself K-JAZZ and that’s how I finally found it. On the 
Logitech Squeezbox, I just looked up the call sign and there 
it was. So, each manufacturer has a slightly different way 
of finding the same thing. If you first don’t find the station 
you’re looking for—keep trying!

Not all Streams are Equal

On most Wi-Fi radios, with a single, low-fidelity speak-
er and tiny cabinet, audio quality isn’t a big deal—it’s nonex-
istent. Certainly, those listeners streaming stations on their 
smartphones and listening on earbuds aren’t expecting much 
and they’re not getting much. Stations, mostly for financial 
reasons, stream at varying bitrates. Normally, the higher the 
bit rate, the better the audio fidelity and consequently the 
more stations will be charged for streaming. And, if you tune 
around from station to station you’ll find quite a range of 
bandwidth transmission quality.

Many Wi-Fi radios let you check to see what bitrate a 
station might be using and so does the Como Audio Duetto. 
With a station streaming, hit the “i” button on the remote 
repeatedly and you’ll come to the page that tells you what 
the bitrate is. The aforementioned KJazz streams at 32 kbps; 
Dewtone Radio, an ambient sound channel streams at 256 
kbps; VOA streams at 64 kbps; local station WTJU (Univer-
sity of Virginia) streams at 192 kbps; WQXR—128 kbps; 
BBC World Service—48 kbps; WFMT—128 kbps. Most had 
a sampling rate of 44.1 kHz, others 48 kHz. You may not be 
able to tell the difference on other devices, but this radio gets 
the most audio out of the least bitrate that I’ve heard.

Left: KKJZ-FM from Long Beach, California, plays great jazz 24/7. It took a while to locate the former C-band satellite broadcaster, 
but there it is! For many stations this is far more cost effective than distribution through satellite. Right: Rear panel of the Duetto 
shows the many ways you can connect your devices: alternate 20-volt power source for boating or RV listening (you’ll need an extra 
voltage transformer to get the voltage from 12-volts to 20). There’s a line out jack, two aux input jacks an optical input and a USB port 
which will charge your device while it’s plugged in. (KS4ZR photos)  
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Not Just Wi-Fi

It’s good to see Como Audio adding the FM band to 
their Duetto and Solo models. This simplifies desk space 
for those of us who like to have our FM and streaming in 
one box. Both Como Audio models come with a very sturdy 
30-inch telescoping whip antenna that collapses to disappear 
behind the radio when not needed though reception will be 
best in urban or suburban locations. In my rural location, I 
found that reception was exactly as could be expected from 
any indoor FM antenna—the local stations came in nicely, 
as did powerful stations from the nearest big city, but lower 
powered stations did not.

The website explains that the existing telescoping an-
tenna is threaded over an F-connector and could be replaced, 
but notes, “It is recessed within the panel in order to reduce 
how much it sticks out in the back. This may make it more 
difficult to attach a different antenna.” It can be done with 
a special plastic wrench. However, I found that my trusty 
alligator clip solution (where I clip the center conductor from 
my outdoor FM antenna to a section of the radio’s telescop-
ing antenna) worked great as a temporary solution, bringing 
in even lower powered FM stations from nearby cities with 
hiss-free reception strong enough to let the RDS display 
do its thing. Perhaps in the next version, Como Audio will 
change the FM antenna connector to a push-on F-connector 
that allows easy removal for connecting either the tele-
scoping whip or an outdoor FM antenna cable. There is no 
AM reception, but that’s why there’s Wi-Fi radio in the first 
place! As the online FAQs point out, there is no HD-Radio 
reception on the FM band because many such stations stream 
their additional channels.

Currently, Como Audio does not integrate Pandora 
audio service though it does do Spotify. It does not stream 
YouTube, iHeartRadio, or TuneIn but the built-in Bluetooth 
lets you connect with devices that may stream those services. 
A 3.5 mm stereo input is also provided to use directly with 
such devices.

Como Audio has a unique approach to whole house au-
dio control. To do this, place different sets in different rooms 
and download the appropriate app. From one device (your 
smartphone or e-tablet), you can then control each radio, 
programming different sources in each room or sync them all 
to play the same thing.

In the Long Run

Manufacturing a Wi-Fi radio is very different from 
making a regular AM/FM radio; it requires a commitment 
beyond the warranty period (two years parts and labor in the 
case of the Duetto). If the maker doesn’t keep up with station 
changes, webcasting and streaming technology changes, it 
won’t be long before error messages start to appear on the 
display. Since September 30, 2016, Como Audio has released 
four software updates that corrected initial issues. Such 
updates are sent via Wi-Fi so there is no need to download 
files or connect the radio to a computer. The company will 
notify you when an update is available or you can manually 
check for an update. The process is quick and pretty much 
runs itself.

At present, Duetto and Solo models are available only 
directly from the Como Audio website: https://www.como-
audio.com

Tom DeVesto has been around the table-top radio scene 
for so long it gives me confidence that Como Audio will 
continue to support the product, keep the streams up to date 
and continue to refine the product through software updates. 
The fact that they provide a two-year parts and labor warran-
ty also indicates that they are willing to go farther for their 
customers than the 90-day warranty offered by some. Still 
not sure? They also offer a 60-day in-home trial.

The Como Audio Duetto fills a gap in the current set of 
Wi-Fi radios now on the market. It offers unequaled audio 
fidelity and a graceful design that fits any décor.

Left: Using the remote control, just type the station you’re looking for and click OK. Center: In seconds the radio is playing your pick. 
Right: Stations stream at different bit rates--the higher the rate the better the audio quality. Ambient sound channel Dewtone Radio 
streams at 256 kbps, BBC World Service streams at 48 kbps--you can hear the difference. (KS4ZR photos)

https://www.comoaudio.com
https://www.comoaudio.com
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Como Audio Duetto Specifications
(From the manufacturer)

FM: 87.9—107.9 MHz
With FM RDS display
30-inch sturdy FM telescoping antenna, external anten-
na connection is possible.

Connections:
Rear panel stereo headphone and line-out jacks.
Optic cable input works well for TV audio output.
2 auxiliary input jacks and high-resolution optic cable 
input to play TV audio through the Duetto.

Display
3.2-inch TFT color display

Controls
Three-way control for volume, menu and source: front 
panel knobs, full-function remote control and your 
choice of Apple or Android apps for phones or tablets.

Speakers
Stereo left and right speakers: 19mm soft-dome tweet-
ers for extended range high-end response and 3-inch 
long-throw, 4-layer voice coil woofers with over-sized 
magnets for exceptional bass response. Rear bass reflex 
port.

Digital Input
USB port for playback through flash drive or mass stor-
age device will also charge many smartphones.
Wirelessly stream music from your computer via your 

existing Wi-Fi network.
Google Cast for Audio-ready and Amazon Dot-ready.
DAB/DAB+ in the European version of this model.
Multi-language user interface.
Supported codecs include FLAC, WAV, AAC+, MP3 
and WMA.

Power Requirements
120 volt 8-foot AC power cord with 20-volt DC power 
input available (a DC-DC transformer is required, but 
not included, to step 12-volt power supply of an RV or 
boat, for example) to the 20-volts the radio needs.

Dimensions
7.48-inches (H) 14.56-inches (W) 7.48-inches (D)

Weight:
Table weight: 6.6 lbs.
Shipping weight: 8.81 lbs.

Power Consumption
Consumes 1.5 watts in standby; 25 watts at full volume

Warranty:
Two years parts and labor warranty.

T S M

Walnut wood finished Como Audio Solo ($300) is the monaural 
version of the Duetto with the same functioning display, though 
it is slightly smaller. Add the Ambiente (left), flip a switch on the 
back, and you have stereo. (Courtesy: Como Audio)

In colors to match the Como Audio solo (this is the hickory 
finish), the Como Audio Ambiente ($120) turns the Solo into 
a stereo FM/Wi-Fi radio by way of a 12-foot cable. (Courtesy: 
Como Audio)


