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An Introduction to BookLife Readers...
Our Readers have been specifically created in line with the London Institute 
of Education’s approach to book banding and are phonetically decodable 
and ordered to support each phase of the Letters and Sounds document. 

Each book has been created to provide the best possible reading and 
learning experience. Our aim is to share our love of books with children, 
providing both emerging readers 
and prolific page-turners with 
beautiful books that are guaranteed 
to provoke interest and learning, 
regardless of ability. 

BOOK BAND GRADED using the Institute 
of Education’s approach to levelling.

PHONETICALLY DECODABLE supporting 
each phase of Letters and Sounds.

EXERCISES AND QUESTIONS to offer 
reinforcement and to ascertain 
comprehension.

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED to inspire  
and provoke engagement, providing  
a variety of styles for the reader to enjoy 
whilst reading through the series.

AUTHOR INSIGHT: 
KIRSTY HOLMES

Kirsty Holmes, holder 
of a BA, PGCE, and an 
MA, was born in Norfolk, 
England. She has written 
over 60 books for 
BookLife Publishing, and 
her stories are full of 
imagination, creativity 
and fun.

This book focuses on developing independence, fluency and 
comprehension. It is a gold level 9 book band. 
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Chapter One
A Sailing Trip

Day 1. Wednesday Night. 

It is Dad’s birthday today. I am on holiday with 
Mum and Dad, my brother Lloyd and my baby sister, 
Lucy-May. Dad loves to sail, so we are here at Coyne 
Bay to go on a trip on a sailing ship! 
It is quite windy at Coyne Bay, but Dad says we can 
go sailing anyway. He says it will be even more fun 
that way! 
We are staying in a guest house called The Royal 
Maypole. Our room is small and bright, and I get to 
sleep on a daybed! I like going on holiday. There is 
no school and I can play all day. 
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Day 2. Thursday 
Morning.

This morning we met 
Captain Joy. 
“Welcome to the 
Oyster! I’m Captain 
Mayday Joy. You can 
call me Captain Joy for 
short!”
Captain Joy is big and jolly. Her ship, the Oyster, 
is a sailing boat. She says the Oyster is called the 
Oyster because she’s a real pearl. 
Captain Joy says we all have to listen to her and do 
what she says. 
“Aye, Captain Joy!” I said.
“Aye!” said Lucy-May.
“Hooray!” said Captain Joy. “We’re going to have a 
lot of fun today!”

Captain Joy steered the ship until we were out of 
Coyne Bay. It was strange watching the land slowly 
move away, but it was exciting, so it was okay. My 
hair was damp from the sea spray as the Oyster cut 
through the waves. 
Now Mum is putting our stuff away. Dad and Lloyd 
say she has too many bags, but Mum says you never 
know what could happen. Dad says it is mayhem in 
our cabin, but Mum says she is just planning for a 
rainy day. 
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Day 2 (again). Thursday night. 

It is very late. I am writing this in my bunk. Captain 
Joy told us a story tonight…

The Tale of Big Wayne 
Big Wayne is a whale as old as the bay, 
Both royals and fishermen’s wives used to say, 
If ever a pirate was seen here to stray,
Along came Big Wayne to see them away!

Captain Joy says Big Wayne is the biggest whale 
ever, and that he lives in the seas around Coyne Bay! 
I want to see him, but she says only pirates get to see 
Big Wayne. 
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There are books next to my bed. I found one called 
‘Far, Far Away’. It is all about how sailors find their 
way using the stars. Lloyd is reading it while I write 
this.
The Oyster rocks and sways at night. It makes me 
sleepy…
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