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An Introduction to BookLife Readers...
Our Readers have been specifically created in line with the London Institute 
of Education’s approach to book banding and are phonetically decodable 
and ordered to support each phase of the Letters and Sounds document. 

Each book has been created to provide the best possible reading and 
learning experience. Our aim is to share our love of books with children, 
providing both emerging readers 
and prolific page-turners with 
beautiful books that are guaranteed 
to provoke interest and learning, 
regardless of ability. 

BOOK BAND GRADED using the Institute 
of Education’s approach to levelling.

PHONETICALLY DECODABLE supporting 
each phase of Letters and Sounds.

EXERCISES AND QUESTIONS to offer 
reinforcement and to ascertain 
comprehension.

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED to inspire  
and provoke engagement, providing  
a variety of styles for the reader to enjoy 
whilst reading through the series.

AUTHOR INSIGHT: 
MIGNONNE GUNASEKARA

Despite being BookLife Publishing’s 
newest recruit, Mignonne Gunasekara has 
already written fourteen books about 
everything from starter science and 
disastrous deaths throughout history to 
dinosaurs. 
Born in Sri Lanka, Mignonne has always 
been drawn to stories, whether they are 
told through literature, film or music. After 
studying Biomedical Science at King’s 
College London, Mignonne completed 
a short course in screenwriting at the 
National Centre for Writing in Norwich, 
during which she explored writing scripts 
for the different mediums of film, theatre 
and radio.
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This book focuses on developing independence, fluency and 
comprehension. It is a lime level 11 book band. 



Chapter One
Lost and Found

Cara’s grandparents loved car boot sales. And 

they loved them even more when they could 

take Cara along with them. The sun shone 

down on the three of them as they wandered 

through the various stalls of bric-a-brac, 

looking for a bargain. 

Grandma had made it some way ahead when 

Grandpa tapped Cara’s arm and whispered in 

her ear.

“I want to get your grandma something as 

special as she is,” he said. “Can you help me 

choose something she’d like?”

“Of course, Grandpa,” Cara whispered back. 

“I’ll keep an eye out for something really 

special!”
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She looked at the tables nearby. There 

were some scarves, but Grandma had so 

many already. There were some DVDs, but 

Grandma didn’t like sitting still for too long. 

Cara was looking at some statues when she 

saw something glittering out of the corner 

of her eye. She turned to see a beautiful 

old jewellery box, partly hidden by an old 

aquarium.

“Grandpa, what about that jewellery box?” 

asked Cara.

“What a good find,” said Grandpa. “Grandma 

will really love that! Let’s get it for her.”

Grandpa bought the jewellery box and Cara 

put it in her backpack. Just then, Grandma 

reappeared.

“What are you two up to?” she asked.

“Nothing!” said Cara and Grandpa.
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When they had finished their shopping and got 

home, Grandpa decided that it was time for 

Grandma’s surprise.

“Close your eyes,” he said. “Cara and I have 

something for you.”

Grandma covered her eyes and Cara pulled 

the box from her bag.

“You can open your eyes now!” said Cara.

Grandma peeked out 

from behind her 

hands and a smile 

lit up her face.

“Wow, it’s 

beautiful,” she 

gasped. “But it’s 

not my birthday yet!”

“We don’t need to wait 

for your birthday to remind you how special 

you are,” said Cara.

“Thank you very much,” said Grandma, as she 

gave Cara and Grandpa a big hug. “Let’s open 

it!”
8 9



Grandma lifted the lid while Cara and 

Grandpa looked inside. The box should have 

been empty, but inside was a lonely key.

“I hope that doesn’t open anything 

important,” said Grandpa. 

“I’m sure it doesn’t, or it would have been 

missed before now,” said Grandma. “This is 

very old. And there’s no point in keeping keys 

that don’t open anything.”

Grandma was just about to throw the key 

away when a little voice at the back of Cara’s 

mind told her that this was a very important 

key.

“Can I please have the key, Grandma?” she 

asked.

“Of course you can, Cara,” said Grandma. “I 

suppose it is a very pretty key.”
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