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The Aliens’ 
Ears

This book focuses on phonemes /ear/, /air/ and /ure/ 
and is a blue level 4 book band./ear/air/

/ure/

PHONICS  PHONICS  
FOCUSFOCUS

Helpful Hints for Reading at Home
The focus phonemes (units of sound) used throughout this series  
are in line with the order in which your child is taught at school.  
This offers a consistent approach to  
learning whether reading at home  
or in the classroom.

TOP TIPS FOR 
HELPING YOUR 
CHILD TO READ:

• Allow children 
time to break down 
unfamiliar words 
into units of sound 
and then encourage 
children to string 
these sounds   
together to create 
the word.

• Encourage your 
child to point out 
any focus phonics 
when they are used.

• Read through 
the book more 
than once to grow 
confidence.

• Ask simple 
questions about 
the text to assess 
understanding.

• Encourage 
children to use 
illustrations as 
prompts. 

Phase 4 Tricky Words

said were have there

like little so one

do when some out

come what

HERE ARE SOME WORDS WHICH YOUR CHILD MAY FIND TRICKY.

Phase 4

j (jug) v (van) w (wet) x (fox)

y (yellow) z (zoo) zz (buzz) qu (quick)

ch (chip) sh (shop) th (thin/then) ng (ring)

ai (rain) ee (feet) igh (night) oa (boat)

oo (boot/look) ar (farm) or (for) ur (hurt)

ow (cow) oi (coin) ear (dear) air (fair)

ure (sure) er (corner)

HERE IS A LIST OF PHONEMES FOR THIS PHASE OF LEARNING, 
IN THE ORDER THEY ARE TAUGHT.AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
PRONUNCIATION CAN BE FOUND IN BRACKETS.

Challenge Words

their nearly asked very

our sky okay poor

don’t your

HERE ARE SOME WORDS THAT MIGHT NOT YET BE FULLY DECODABLE.



“Dear Troop, you are now all set to go on 
the quest in the rocket,” said Major Tom.

The troop went and got the gear. They 
secured themselves for blast off.
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“Troop, are you secure?” said Major Tom 
in their ears. 
“Yes, Major!” they said. “The future 
awaits!”

The rocket blasted off and went into 
hyper gear. Buzz looked fearful, but 
it was nearly over.
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“Look, that’s the planet we need!” said 
Hal. 
“Are you sure? It looks a bit… Hairy!” 
said Finn.

“I assure you it is. It is the Hairy Planet, 
as it has hair all over it!” said Ripley.
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“Now we need to look for aliens,” said 
Finn. 
“That lair might have aliens in it!” said 
Buzz.

“We can lure the aliens from the lair,” said 
Ripley. 
“We can bang on the rock.” said Hal.
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END OF PREVIEW
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