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An Introduction to BookLife Readers...
Our Readers have been specifically created in line with the London Institute 
of Education’s approach to book banding and are phonetically decodable 
and ordered to support each phase of the Letters and Sounds document. 

Each book has been created to provide the best possible reading and 
learning experience. Our aim is to share our love of books with children, 
providing both emerging readers 
and prolific page-turners with 
beautiful books that are guaranteed 
to provoke interest and learning, 
regardless of ability. 

BOOK BAND GRADED using the Institute 
of Education’s approach to levelling.

PHONETICALLY DECODABLE supporting 
each phase of Letters and Sounds.

EXERCISES AND QUESTIONS to offer 
reinforcement and to ascertain 
comprehension.

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED to inspire  
and provoke engagement, providing  
a variety of styles for the reader to enjoy 
whilst reading through the series.

AUTHOR INSIGHT: 
KIRSTY HOLMES

Kirsty Holmes, holder 
of a BA, PGCE, and an 
MA, was born in Norfolk, 
England. She has 
written over 60 books 
for BookLife Publishing, 
and her stories are 
full of imagination, 
creativity and fun.
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This book focuses on developing independence, fluency and 
comprehension. It is a lime level 11 book band. 



Chapter One
My Brother Ollie

I’m Paige Crossley. This is my Secret Stakeout 

Den. I made it myself from a bed sheet and 

some books. I had to build it here to get 

a good view of Ollie’s room. You might be 

wondering why an eight-year-old girl would  

be on a stakeout. You’d be right to ask! 

It’s not the usual way to spend a Saturday 

evening in the summer holidays, I agree.  

So let me tell you what’s been going on. My 

brother Ollie and I live with our dads, Papa 

Tom and Papa Chris, and our cat Pickles. 
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I’ve always loved having an older brother. 

He is so cool! He can do all sorts of awesome 

things. He can do a wheelie, kick a football 

right into the goal, and climb trees way higher 

than me! I have always wanted to grow up to 

be just like him.

But a few weeks ago, things started to get 

strange. Ollie stopped wanting to go on bike 

rides with me. He left his bike in the garden 

and Papa Chris’s climbing roses grew all 

over it. I started to suspect something VERY 

SERIOUS might be wrong... 

On the night of his birthday, Ollie went to 

hang out with his friends. Papa Tom said that 

he was a teenager now, so he was allowed to 

stay out very, very late. Sometimes even past 

nine o’clock! When he went out he seemed 

normal, but the next day he was different... 
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I waited for Ollie, but he didn’t come down 

for cartoons and breakfast with me like he 

usually does on a Saturday morning. Pickles 

was padding round and round in circles on 

the carpet. We both knew this was strange. 

Ollie didn’t get out of his bed until 11 o’clock! 

Something was very definitely up. 

After his birthday, Ollie got stranger and 

stranger. I had been watching him closely and 

started to think that there was only one way 

to explain it. “I think that my brother, Oliver 

James Crossley, is A ZOMBIE!”

8 9



Chapter Two
How to Spot a Zombie

As soon as I worked it out, I did what any 

sensible little sister would do. I went straight 

to the library. The library always has books 

about everything, and I knew I would need to 

read all about zombies if I was going to prove 

that Ollie had become one.

I found this brilliant book on the Spooky 

Books shelf in the library. It was called ‘How 

to Spot a Zombie’. It was ace. It had all these 

great pictures of zombies, and lists of what to 

look for, and how to be sure. 

I hoped this book would prove me wrong.  

But still, I wondered…

I took the book home and began reading it 

right away. 
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