
 
 

 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Of Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre 

Held on 29 March 2016 at 6.00pm 
At the offices of Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre 

Level 1, North Building, 180 London Circuit, Canberra 
 

Present: Graham Humphries, Avi Amesbury, Meredith Hinchliff, Belinda Jessup, Richilde Flavell, Zoe 
Slee, Mel George, Fran Romano, Sharon Peoples, Ruth Hingston, Nancy Tingey, Bev Hogg, 
Rachael Coghlan, Sarit Cohen, Monique van Nieuwland, Alison Jackson, Nikalaus Rubenis, 
Polly Crowden, Chelsea Lemon, Jeremy Lepisto, Luke Laffan, Robert Foster, Belinda Jessup, 
Helen O’Neil, Liam Early, Lyn Valentine, Cathy Franzi, Valerie Kirk.  

 
Apologies: Julie Ryder, Peter Nilsson, Jonathan Everett, David Williams, Margaret Williams, Leonie 
   Andrews, Phoebe Porter, Sarah Murphy, Elliot Bastianon, Yasmin Masri, Lisa Cahill, Ian 
   Jones, Sally Blake, Annie Trevillian, Caren Florence, Angela Bakker, Eugenie Keefer Bell  
   Robert Bell, Kirstie Rea  

 
 

1.0 Welcome - Apologies 
Graham Humphries and Avi Amesbury welcomed members to the Annual General Meeting.  

 
2.0  Acceptance of Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 31 March 2015 
 

The Minutes of the meeting were accepted and confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
meeting.  
Accepted:  Helen O’Neil  
Seconded:  Sharon Peoples  
Carried   

 
3.0        President’s Report 2015 
 

2015 was a year of achievements and successes like no other.  Craft ACT championed Australian 
craft and design to national and international audiences. The many innovative and diverse 
programs and projects presented increased the organisation’s reputation as one that is spear-
heading change in the ACT.   

 
One of the exciting stand-outs was Stepping Up: The Australian Ceramics Triennale.  Canberra 
came alive in July with ceramics with over 38 exhibitions – a snapshot of current and 
contemporary Australian ceramics from every state and territory. Twenty-three international 
artists and key industry leaders visited, networked, made connections and shared their skills. 
Many had not been to Canberra and we hosted them in our nation’s capital at its finest. As part 
of this great celebration of ceramics Craft ACT launched its inaugural survey exhibition series, 
Janet DeBoos: A Survey. 

     
DESIGN Canberra was another standout and all indicators rose from the previous year.  
Reinforcing it is Canberra’s most significant design event and after only two years parallels 



other international design festivals that have taken many years to build. In collaboration with 
government and private sector partners it is now time to review and set a new strategy for a 
truly national event.  

 
Collaborations, new connections, building audiences and creating opportunities to support 
sustainable practice remained high priorities in 2015. Audiences flocked to the ceramic market, 
Market Place, held in partnership with the National Gallery of Australia as part of The Australian 
Ceramics Triennale and the Living Artist open studios were a DESIGN Canberra favourite. Our 
valued partnership with ACT Parks and Conservation Service presenting the international artist-
in-residence program continued, and new partnership with National Archives of Australia and 
Rolfe Classic BMW were forged. 
 
The year saw tumultuous change within the broader Australian arts sector, with twenty-five 
percent of funding taken from the Australia Council and placed with the Ministry for the Arts to 
administer the newly formed Catalyst funding program. This came at a time when the Australia 
Council was undertaking a major review of the Australian arts ecology and was in the final 
stages of inviting arts organisations to apply for six year funding after a lengthy expression of 
interest process. The review of the sector ceased as did the six-year funding initiative. As a 
result the Australia Council underwent an internal restructure and, with substantially less 
money available, a four-year funding application process was opened to arts organisations. 
Small to medium size arts organisations and artists will be most affected by these changes and 
the impact will be felt in mid-2016 when the outcomes of the funding submission are 
announced. 
 
The Visual Arts and Craft Strategy (VACS) funding was moved from the Ministry of the Arts to 
the Australia Council and a review of VACS was undertaken.  Craft ACT was invited to apply and 
was successful, receiving VACS funding for the next four years. 
 
A proposal to host the National Craft Initiative (NCI) major craft and design conference in 
Canberra was submitted and Craft ACT was one of three organisations to present to the 
selection panel. Although the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) was selected, it was a major 
achievement for Craft ACT.  Parallels – Journeys into Contemporary Making, was presented by 
the NGV in partnership with the network of Australian Craft Design Centres (ACDC). 
 
Farewell to the CEO/Artistic Director 
2015 was also the year that Avi Amesbury, CEO/Artistic Director resigned and will step down 
from the position after the 2015 Annual General Meeting in March 2016. Her strong vision for 
Canberra, its craft and design practitioners and the sector more broadly has seen Craft ACT 
emerge as a strong national organisation with a global reputation. Under her leadership Craft 
ACT has developed from a much smaller, embryonic organisation into a local flagship with a 
national and international reach. Over the last few years, with initiatives like DESIGN Canberra, 
its impact has extended more broadly than the arts area into creative industries and issues of 
public space and urban design. It has become both a highly successful arts organisation and an 
organisation of significance related to the future directions of the ACT economy. 
 
Membership development, supporting early career to established artists, building audiences 
and strengthening sustainability has been at the heart of Avi’s focus over the past seven years. 
 
As CEO/Artistic Director Avi has inspired, created, and provided amazing leadership for the 
unparalleled growth and maturing of the organisation. Her support and skill has seen the 



creation of opportunities for local artists and craftspeople as well as promoting the long term 
vision for Craft ACT and DESIGN Canberra. Craft ACT is now positioned strongly to move 
forward, building on the successes to date, to realise its exciting potential in the vibrant, 
creative and diverse city which Canberra has become over the last five years. 
 
I thank my fellow board members and the Craft ACT team, who are passionate, creative and 
effective. Their immense contributions to the organisation are to be acknowledged and are 
recorded later in the report. Our partners, sponsors and supporters, true collaborators, and 
have been with us in making the significant changes to the Canberra cultural landscape. 

  
Graham Humphries 
President 

 
4.0 CEO/Artistic Director Report 2015 
 

“It has been a great privilege to lead Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre and to have the 
opportunity to facilitate change. To work with the Craft ACT management committee has been 
an honour and an experience I will treasure, always. Their combined wisdom and skills led the 
vision and their trust and support for the Craft ACT team was remarkable. The collaborations 
with partner organisations, sponsors and advisory groups, thank you. Your commitment, 
dedication and support for craft and design, and Craft ACT, made a difference to the craft and 
design ecology in the ACT. It has been a privilege to work with Craft ACT members and to have 
their trust and support in such an important role. Last, but not least, it is always the team, and 
over the past seven years the achievements of the exemplary Craft ACT staff, the volunteers 
and interns have changed the way people think about craft and design in a very powerful way. 
Thank-you.”   
 
STAFF, INTERNS AND VOLUNTEERS  
Craft ACT brought together a remarkable team in 2015 delivering its artistic program and 
initiatives including Stepping Up: The Australian Ceramics Triennale; DESIGN Canberra; Janet 
DeBoos: A Survey, the inaugural survey exhibition; the Artist-in-Residence Program; and the 
rebranding and relocation of the retail outlet, AGENCY to Braddon.  Their collective 
understanding of the needs of makers and their mix of highly developed skills in curatorial 
practice, commercialisation, project management and communications is an asset for the 
sector. 

 
Mel George brought entrepreneurship to her position as Curator, securing philanthropic 
support from The Green Shed, leading the Craft ACT Collection Program, forging new 
international relationships and showcasing excellence and innovation in the Gallery.  Halie 
Rubenis was exemplary as Business Development and Retail Manager, leading the fit-out, 
rebranding and relocation of the Craft ACT store to Braddon. Halie committed extraordinary 
efforts and secured exceptional community support, creating a new benchmark for selling 
Australian craft and design in Canberra. Moving from Program Coordinator in 2014 to DESIGN 
Canberra Program Producer in 2015, the extraordinary abilities of Yasmin Masri, her vision for 
creative programing and insight into how design connects people and community, were 
exemplary contributors to the success of DESIGN Canberra. As the Acting Project Manager, 
Yasmin played a significant role in the international ceramics conference, Stepping Up: The 
Australian Ceramics Triennale.  Adelin Chin was remarkable in her role as the 2015 DESIGN 
Canberra Manager, building valued relationships and increasing sponsorship, as liaison for 
major festival events as well as overseeing the festival logistics. Gwenyth Macnamara brought 



her expertise to the highly successful public program through a variety of roles within Craft ACT. 
As Manager, Public Programs and Events and Acting Project Manager she oversaw the Artist-in-
Residence Program, the ceramic market, Market Place, played a significant role in Stepping Up: 
The Australian Ceramics Triennale and oversaw membership. Thea McGrath expanded on her 
management skills as Communications and Marketing Manager, gaining significant increases in 
media exposure, overseeing the redevelopment of the blog, as well as working with and 
building close relationships with Clarity Communications to deliver DESIGN Canberra social 
media. Through their commitment and quiet achievements Tim Wallace and Richilde Flavell 
supported Craft ACT and the team in so many ways. 

 
5.0      Financial Report ending 31 December 2015, including Treasurer’s Report 
 

I am very pleased to present the 2015 financial report for Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre. 
 Once again the auditor has issued an unqualified audit opinion and this report represents a 
true and fair view of the financial position of Craft ACT.  In the Committee's opinion there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre will be able to pay its 
debts as and when they become due and payable. 

 
Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre finished the year with a $6,016 surplus, and is a good result.   

 
The 2015 achievements significantly increased earned revenue from $199,425 in 2014 to 
$257,100 in 2015 and raised the reputation and profile of the organization, and to that of 
member artists. The stand-out events were DESIGN Canberra, Stepping Up:The Australian 
Ceramics Triennale, Janet DeBoos: A Survey, and the rebranding and relocation of the retail 
outlet, AGENCY, to Braddon. Craft ACT continued to bring together artists, designers, business, 
retailers, tertiary and collecting institutions, design sectors, architects, educators and 
international speakers and visitors. 

 
Revenue paid directly to artists, writers and curators in 2015 including retail sales, exhibition 
commission and artist and speaker fees totaled $122,734 maintaining similar levels of $119,682 
in 2014.   

 
Cash sponsorship continued to rise from $63,510 in 2014 to $69,591. In-kind sponsorship was 
valued at over $300,000 and played a crucial role in ensuring the successful delivery of the 
artist-in-residence program and DESIGN Canberra, and the retail outlet, AGENCY, fit-out.  We 
acknowledge and thank our sponsors, supporters and donors for their important contribution 
to the success enjoyed in 2015. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the hard working and professional Craft ACT staff 
in ensuring Craft ACT remains financially viable and a well-respected organisation both 
nationally and locally within the ACT. 

 
Accepted:   Meredith Hinchliffe 
Seconded:  Helen O’Neil  
Carried 

 
6.0      Election of Management Committee 
 

The Management Committee is an exceptional resource for the growth and governance of Craft 
ACT. The breadth of skills and expertise in the management committee is exceptional and is 



demonstrated in the leadership and vision in the development of the Strategic Business Plan 
2016-2020, submitted as part of the Australia Council four-year funding application.  Their 
resolute commitment and collective governance expertise has steered Craft ACT through 
periods of uncertainty and immense change within the Australia Council, navigating a clear path 
through the potential impact this would have on the organisation.  Their courage led the vision 
for the rebranding and relocation of the retail outlet, AGENCY to Braddon and their trust in the 
Craft ACT team spearheaded these changes, opening the door to where we are today.   

 
Their collective skills are further demonstrated through their management of the resignation of 
the Chief Executive Officer /Artistic Director in December 2015, after almost seven years of 
leading the organisation. They have continued to install confidence and stability to members, 
stakeholders and supporters at a time of external and internal changes within the sector and 
the organisation. 

 
A special and warm thank-you to Lyn Valentine, Treasurer who has been on the Management 
Committee since 2011, an incredible six year commitment, and is stepping down at the Annual 
General Meeting. Her skills in financial management and human resources have been 
invaluable to the Management Committee in leading the organisation and to the CEO/Artistic 
Director. The Committee thanks Angelina Russo who brought her remarkable networking, 
partnerships and sponsorship skills to the organisation. The Committee also thanks Julie Ryder 
for her invaluable insights as a maker and artist, who has stepped down from the Management 
Committee as her husband, Dr Chris Bourke, was appointed the Minister for Small Business and 
the Arts. 

 
2015 management committee members were: 

 
Graham Humphries, President 
Lyn Valentine, Treasurer 
Stephen Cassidy 
Helen O’Neil 
Liam Early 
Julie Ryder 
Tina Baum 
Dr Fanke Peng 
Dr Rohan Nicol 

 
In accordance with the constitution and statutory requirements, all positions were declared 
vacant.  Executive Director Avi Amesbury took the Chair for the election of the management 
committee and the following seven nominations were received: 

 
Graham Humphries, President 
Sam Bryant, Treasurer 
Stephen Cassidy 
Helen O’Neil 
Liam Early 
Alison Jackson 
Dr Rohan Nicol 

 
There being sufficient vacancies, the meeting elected the above members to the Board of 
Management unopposed. 



 
Accepted unanimously 
Carried 

 
7.0 Appointment of Auditor for 2016 

 
Phillip W Miller CA of the MCS was approved for the Auditor 2016. He gave an overview that 
there was a surplus of $6000, and increase in income from previous years with a corresponding 
increase in expenses, all together a well-balanced, well managed organisation. There was an 
increase in project income of $110,000 and increases in project management and sponsorship. 
There were no questions from the membership 
 
Accepted:  Meredith Hinchliffe 
Seconded:  Helen O’Neill 
Carried  
 

8.0 Other Business 
             

Stephen Cassidy will be stepping down from the board, resuming his position in May to fill in the 
CEO position until new CEO’s start date. The Board thanked Stephen for taking this position. New 
CEO Rachael Coghlan was announced and welcomed. There being no further business and the 
meeting closed at 6:40PM.  


