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StickTogether Stories – Mental Health Setting 

 

I  currently work as a Juvenile Detention Library Specialist with teens ages 12-17. I had 
seen a Let's Stick Together poster in an elementary school library that I visited earlier 
this year and thought it would be interesting to try it with a teen audience. I posted our 
first "mystery" picture last week and provided stickers to anyone who was interested in 
participating. The poster was a huge success! My library patrons come in small groups 
over the course of several hours and each group picked up where the last had left off. 
They were excited and worked collaboratively, peacefully and quickly! While facility 
restrictions prohibit taking photos, I have an image etched in my mind of a group of five 
young men working together with three up close to the board and two taller ones 
working over the top of their heads! My patrons appreciate their library time and I 
love projects that reinforce that the library is a safe, fun place. 

 

At our summer camp, our Girls Area head counselors' cabin is often a gathering place 
for campers ages 8-15 just looking to connect and hang out. We ordered a 
StickTogether kit and WOW...the response was immediate and amazing. Dozens of kids 
stopped by for several days to work on the project together. It fostered connections 
with older and younger campers as they talked, strategized and just found a fun and 
entertaining way to relax and work together.  

During the month of April we celebrated "Artful April" at KAMS School Library. We 
promoted different famous Artist books, displayed artwork created by the students in 
our school, and encouraged students to help complete our collaborate StickTogether 
Art activity. Students were even challenged to guess the famous portrait being created 
by the StickTogether Art Activity. Many students from both the high school and middle 
school worked together to finish our StickTogether Art activity @ our library. The activity 
encouraged positive communication and collaboration among our students. April 
was truly Artful and Creative. 

. 

At the beginning of each class, I drew a name. The chosen student received a block of 
stickers (9-15 stickers) which they could put on the poster. With 8 class periods a day, 
it still took several months to finish the poster. That gave everyone lots of time to 
speculate on what the picture would be. It also gave everyone a chance to participate. 
My students also explained the project to any guests (administration, social workers, 
speakers...). Each guest would place a block of stickers and become part of our 213 
class. Everyone belongs in room 213.  

Teaching an “Introduction to Computers” class to students with disabilities can be a 
challenging, but highly rewarding experience. Quite often, topics are so conceptual that 
students struggle to be able to apply and understand them. Such topics also typically 
require so much 1:1 support, that collaboration among students isn’t possible. One of 
those topics dealt with pixels. Students struggled to understand that the pictures they 
looked at on the computers were made up of smaller “shapes” put together. Our school 
librarian suggested “Stick Together” and I purchased several large format pieces. The 
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first one (the tiger) we allowed students to place the stickers without knowing why. 
Students enjoyed themselves and worked on social skills and collaboration. When 
they were done, we lined them up, held the picture up close to them and then we 
started backing away. Watching their eyes go wide once the “pixels” took shape was 
simply remarkable! They completed three more Stick Together posters last year (and 2 
more in their summer program). After the first surprise, now they gather at the end of 
each class period trying to guess the picture! An added bonus came when our 
occupational therapist pushed in to our class. She was thrilled with “Stick Together” 
and how it helped with student’s fine motor skills.  

I set up our first StickTogether in the hallway outside of our Library Media Center. 
Students who came up during their lunch periods which, was really the only availability 
during their busy high school schedules, were the ones who enjoyed working on the 
picture. The group was a comprised mix of shy, marginalized and outwardly social 
students. This brought out not only a creative collaboration among this group, but 
allowed those who lacked confidence and perhaps social skills, shine!   

I unveiled my first StickTogether kit during my 2nd grade library class which happens to 
be an "inclusion" class. This means the class includes students with varying levels 
of needs (social, emotional and academic). There is an extra teacher assigned to 
the class to help meet the needs of the students. Sometimes differences are very 
obvious. What was so beautiful and fun to watch was the shared experience of 
placing the stickers onto the poster. The students were chatting so comfortably 
and supporting one another; joking and talking all the while. No obvious 
differences were evident at all. The kit was a perfect platform to bring everyone 
together - it was truly collaborative and built a sense of community. I have since shared 
this story with my administrator and other teachers who are all inspired as well. We 
can't wait to see the expressions when our first kit is completed!  

Hi! StickTogether has been an exciting addition to our library! Patrons are always happy 
to see when the new one is placed out to be completed. Many have said it has a very 
relaxing effect. We are working on our third one so far. The other two completed ones 
are in the children's room on the wall. Everyone wants to know where they came from. 
Our patrons are not the "puzzle type" but they really enjoy these!  

We use Stick Together as part of a positive behavior plan. When I see students 
using good behavior in the library, they receive a sticker or two to put on our poster. It 
is just outside the door of my library in a well traveled hallway, so people will see the 
student who is rewarded. The kids love seeing what the picture becomes. 

StickTogether closed the gap between the students in our inclusion classroom. 
Where sometimes students are separated because of what they can or cannot do, 
once I presented this project and explained our community task, they playing field 
was leveled. You couldn’t tell which student was the “regular” ed students and which 
were the once that had special learning goals. It was beautiful! 


