


!" THE#LIST
People, places and things: The Orlando Museum of Art presents its fi!h annual Florida 
Prize in Contemporary Art; Julie von Weller recounts a special trip to England and shares 
travel packing tips; Bridge’s of Light Foundation presents its 15th annual Players Ball; A 
Q&A with the Canine Companions Tales & Tails Gala commi"ee; Taste! Central Florida 
feels the local love from its commi"ee and partners;  Women to Watch: Central Florida 
Sports Commission honors three women in sports; Kay Rawlins demonstrates pride and per-
severance; the Winter Park Chamber of Commerce’s Relaunch program; and a performing 
arts preview.

$% BEAUTY&#BODY#&#SPIRIT
Sassy Pants Activewear Boutiques showcases the latest in athleisure; Suzanne Magee 
Fleming helps women in transition; Readers share their favorite workout spots that keep 
them coming back; Drs. Deborah and Victor Harding share risks and tips to traveling safely 
this summer.   

'( TASTES#&#EXPERIENCES
Foxtail Coffee Co. offers several spots to cool off and caffeine up; Editor Christi Ashby had 
a rockin’ good time at the new Hard Rock Daytona Beach; Orlando-based Barnie’s Coffee 
& Tea Co. looks to make a global impact with a new coffee line; Bits & Bites: Tartine Wine 
Bar & Eaterie; Mindful matcha combines teas and treatment. 

)( HOME#&#DESIGN
Saxon-Clark Furniture Patio Design returns to its roots with a new showroom in College 
Park; Karen LeBlanc highlights some of the homes featured during the 2018 Parade of 
Homes, including designs from E2 Homes, Beck Custom Homes, Z Properties, Phil Kean 
Design Group, Hardwick General Contracting and Morrone Interiors. 

%% AGENDA
Community and charity events: Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida’s Wine, 
Women & Shoes; The Hamlin & Associates Wishmaker’s Ball to benefit Make-A-Wish Central 
and Northern Florida; the Orlando Orthopaedic Center Foundation Women’s Wellness 
Luncheon; Heart of Florida United Way’s 26th annual Chef’s Gala; Support Our Scholars 
host its annual Dorm Shower and Luncheon; Spa Invitational to benefit Grace Medical 
Home; Orlando Heart Ball; and much more.   

!*( GIVING#BACK
Jim Stra"on, director of communications, Give Kids The World Village, shares the history 
behind the legacy that Give Kids The World Village Founder Henri Landwirth le! as the orga-
nization prepares to present its 30th annual Black & White Gala.    

Orange Appeal makes a great gi! any time! Subscribe at orangeappeal.com. Get all the event info by signing up for the e-newsle"er or visiting our interactive 
website. For changes of address, please e-mail subscriptions@orangeappeal.com.
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TOP LIFESTYLE TRENDS ON TOUR 
       at the
OR"NDO PARADE OF HOMES
The annual Parade of Homes, presented by the Greater Orlando Builders Association, draws visitors from across  
Central Florida in search of décor inspiration, fresh floor plan ideas, and the latest lifestyle amenities. Whether production 
or custom, many of the homes offer an early look at emerging trends. 

by Karen LeBlanc

TWO!MASTER!SUITES!
250 Northwind Road, Maitland 
Demand is rising in the luxury home mar-
ket for two master suites, with the second 
offering the flexibility to host guests, aging 
parents or adult children. E2 Homes 
embraces this lifestyle trend of dual mas-
ter suites in its 4,846-square-foot custom 
home located on the north shore of Lake 
Maitland in the Lake Maitland Owl Pre-
serve subdivision. Working with Michael 
Wenrich Architects, E2 Homes constructed 
the open concept home with both a down-
stairs master bedroom with a lanai and a 
full master suite upstairs that opens to a 
large rooftop deck and green roof. 

“We created the green roof by using more 

than 5,000 pounds of a special UCF-pat-
ented blend of soil media,” says Rob Smith, 
owner/president of E2 Homes and the 
developer of Lake Maitland Owl Preserve. 
Denise Smith, wife of the homebuilder, is 
a landscape architect and designed the 
subdivision layout as well as this home’s 
landscape, including the popular succu-
lent plant balls that accent the front entry.

Situated on 3.5 acres, the home wraps 
around a large outdoor space with a sum-
mer kitchen, pool, spa and a 400-foot 
boardwalk winding through wetlands 
leading to a boat dock on the canals of 
Lake Maitland. “The most important ele-
ment has always been the connection to 
the land and the special features of this 

property. The home is surrounded by 
mature trees and wetlands, so we wanted 
to capture views from every room and also 
make the home naturally connect to its 
surroundings,” Rob says.

Interior designer Rob Turner, of CRT 
Studios, imbued the home with its organ-
ic, modern style and in collaboration with 
the builder, created several standout 
design details that blend repurposed 
materials with midcentury modern décor. 
Art figures prominently in the living spac-
es, showcasing the works of local artists 
Krista Berman, Martha Mahoney and 
sculptor Sandro Perez.

The kitchen, outfitted with Sub-Zero 
Wolf appliances, draws focus to a backlit 
quartzite backsplash in an open floor plan 
with a large pantry that serves as a “dirty 
kitchen” with a sink and appliance garage. 
The kitchen connects both the living and 
dining rooms, all of which open up to the 
back patio.

A floating walnut and quartz stairway 
with stainless steel glass railings leads 
upstairs to floors clad in solid French oak in 
contrast to the first-floor porcelain flooring 
in 2' x 4' tiles. Other design details include 
curtain tracks hidden behind drywall 
niches and a privacy wall in the outdoor 
shower area crafted from handrails sal-
vaged from a Winter Park home renovation, 
and fully retractable screens on the deep, 
covered porch. The builder also used repur-
posed materials to create an arched board-
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Two Master Suites: Design by 
Michael Wenrich Architects, 
construction by E2 Homes
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walk entry using handrails from the origi-
nal home on the property, built in the 1980s.

The home is available for sale, priced at 
$2,990,000, and fully furnished as an 
oasis in the middle of urban life. “It offers 
the seclusion and privacy yet is set right in 
the heart of Winter Park and Maitland,” 
Rob says. It’s located in the same develop-
ment as E2 Home’s 2017 Parade of Homes 
Grand Award Winner for Renovation. 

MULTIGENERATIONAL!
LIVING
Bella Ma!ina, 5401 Marleon Drive, 
Windermere
Located on an irregular-shaped lot in 
Windermere and artfully designed around 
Lake Davis, Bella Mattina by Beck Custom 
Homes embraces water and sunrise views 
from all vantage points. “One of our goals 
was to take advantage of the views without 
sacrificing the livability of the home,” says 
Barry Beck, president of Beck Custom 
Homes. The 8,600-square-foot transitional-
style home with Mediterranean design 
elements is built for entertaining and mul-
tigenerational living. 

The foyer, with its white-painted panel-
ing, textural custom moldings and mosaic 
tiles, opens to an infinity-edge view of the 
lake through a 12-foot wide, 9-foot-high 
butt- glass window. The 140-foot main gal-
lery hall infuses the first floor with natural 
light extending sight lines through the 
home.

Designed to handle family dinners or 
cater to large parties, the home’s open 
kitchen includes a full secondary spice 
kitchen. Transitional in design, the main 
kitchen has many contemporary elements 
but still maintains a warm, inviting feel 
for everyday living. Each kitchen is 
equipped with a 48-inch gas range, a Sub-
Zero 60-inch refrigerator and plenty of 
pantry storage.

“Our clients entertain large gatherings 
several times a year with approximately 
150 people. The open floor plan allows 
them to entertain a large group while still 
keeping connected visually,” Barry explains. 

The 1500-square-foot owners’ retreat 
features a separate entry to the private 
dressing and sitting area, and another pri-
vate entry to the study. The suite also has 

separate walk-in closets, a morning bar, 
large windows with equally impressive 
views, a master bath with a walk-through 
shower, and a wall of textured glass tiles 
that highlights the freestanding tub. 

Working with the residential design 
firm Arace Design, Beck Custom Homes 
built Bella Mattina with the flexibility to 
accommodate the changing needs of a 
multigenerational household with two 
master suites. The second master suite is 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act 
compliant and designed to accommodate 
either aging parents or a returning college 
student. Located on the ground floor with 
a separate entrance, the second master 
suite has a bathroom with universal 
design features, including bracing for grab 
bars, an ADA-compliant toilet and a roll-
in, curb-less shower. 

The second floor has flex space with 
built-in homework stations, a home theater 
— bedroom and suites for each of the 
homeowners’ four children. “The goals for 
Bella Mattina were to design a home for a 
large family and accommodate for elderly 
parents to stay in comfort,” Barry says. 

Bella Mattina’s hospitality extends out-
doors with a living space built for entertain-
ing with 300 feet of frontage on Lake Davis 
and a 40-foot long, double-sided infinity 
edge pool. The summer kitchen comes 
outfitted with a gas grill, kamado grill, ice 
maker, sink, refrigerator, warming drawer, 
140-square-feet of countertop and seating 
for 15. Energy-efficient features such as 
LED lighting throughout, foam insulation, 
tankless heaters and whole-home auto-
mation controlled with smart devices 
keep living spaces at peak performance. 
Other amenities include a family prayer 
room with a large window overlooking the 
lake, a sports-themed exercise room and a 
six-car garage. “We designed Bella Mattina 
as a home that lives well for our clients 
now and in the future, meeting their needs 
and desires,” Barry says. 

Multigenerational Living:  
Bella Ma"ina, by  
Beck Custom Homes
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JEWEL!BOX!HOMES"
1160 Mayfield, Winter Park  
The husband and wife team of Z Proper-
ties, a boutique design-build firm, proves 
high style doesn’t require huge spaces. Zane 
Williams, the general contractor/builder 
and his wife, Emily Williams, an interior 
decorator, put their personal residence at 
1160 Mayfield in Winter Park on the 
Parade of Homes Tour, showcasing one of 
the latest lifestyle trends known as the 
“jewel box” home, thoughtfully decorated 
and designed for high-impact style in 
succinct spaces. “The house has intimate 
spaces rather than soaring rooms. We see 
things trending away from huge homes 
and spaces,” Emily explains. 

Inspired by a Paris apartment with a 
nod toward Palm Springs modernism, the 
3,400-square-foot custom residence enthu-
siastically embraces color while blending 
in an eclectic, collected look. “We chose to 
use Venetian plaster with a mica powder 
for a little sparkle and luminescence on 

most walls as a standout feature,” Emily 
says. Pinks, greens, blues, blushes and brass 
define colorscapes throughout the three-
bedroom, three-and-a-half-bath home, with 
the exception of the kitchen, rendered in 
gold and black with parquet wood floors. 
The living room drinks in light through a 
glass wall looking out to a green space. 
Other standout features include the out-
door living room with its tiled wall and 
statement-making chandelier. 

The home’s painted, white brick facade 
draws the eye immediately to the hot pink 
front door with glass insets. “The exterior 
elevation could read very modern without 
the details like the precast, awnings and 
gates,” Emily says.

Designed with ease of living in mind, 
the single-floor open layout with floor-to-
ceiling windows in most spaces blur lines 
between inside and out, leading to the 
summer kitchen, pool and cabana. An 
interior courtyard off the kitchen serves as 
another entertaining space and is embel-
lished with fountains. 

CONTEMPORARY! 
COASTAL"
Island Breeze, Lake Nona Golf & 
Country Club
Situated on a corner lot overlooking the 
11th tee box along Lake Nona’s champion-
ship golf course, this 5,414-square-foot 
custom residence draws curb appeal from 
island-inspired architecture, a style gain-
ing traction in the new home market. 
Coastal contemporary interiors convey 
the architectural tone throughout the 
home centered on an indoor-outdoor life-
style. “The home is designed so that you 
have a beautiful golf course and pool view 
from the moment you enter, from every 
living area, and by balcony view,” says Phil 
Kean, president of Phil Kean Design Group.

A gallery entry hallway leads to an 
open and airy living area. The great room 
is surrounded by glass using eight sets of 
French doors and clerestory windows, 

and opens on one side to the lanai/pool 
area and on the other side to a spa encap-
sulated in a private open-air courtyard. 

The contemporary-styled, gourmet kitch-
en, with a double island and full wall back-
splash, leads to the dining room that 
seamlessly blends with the outdoors via 
sliding glass walls that open to the lanai, 
pool and summer kitchen. Retractable 
screens enhance comfort and add protec-
tion to the indoor and outdoor spaces.

The first-floor guest suite features its 
own open courtyard and the first-floor 
master suite has access to the private, 
open-air courtyard with spa. The two upper-
floor en-suite guest rooms feature a large 
balcony. A private casita with full bath, 
bar, pool and golf course views enhances 
the home’s hospitality and entertainment 
amenities. 

Throughout the home, architectural 
details include coffered, vaulted and beam 
ceiling details and luxury finishes, includ-
ing marble and hardwood floors, crystal 
door hardware and transparent lighting 
fixtures, evoking an open and airy feel.

This energy-efficient home earned the 
National Green Building Standard’s “Sil-
ver” Certification and is available for sale 
at $2,995,000.

REPURPOSED!&! 
REDESIGNED"
1341 N. Lake Sybelia Drive, Maitland
Farmhouse chic is having its moment in 
interior design and architectural styles as 
an upscale iteration blending rustic charm 
and luxe looks. Hardwick General Con-
tracting has captured the essence of the 
style in the renovation of an early 1990s 
lakefront home, the personal residence of 
the construction company’s owner Greg 
Hardwick and his family. 

The interior styling of this 4,050-square-
foot residence, located at 1341 N. Lake Syb-
elia Drive in Maitland, is a collaboration 
with Greg, his wife, Donna, and John 
McClain Designs.
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Jewel Box Home: design, construction 
and interior design by Z Properties
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“The primary focus of the project was 
to completely refit the interior finishes 
without any changes to the floor plan. The 
original architecture of the home made for 
an easy transition from a traditional mid-
90s interior to the modern farmhouse,” 
says Greg Hardwick, P.E., owner/presi-
dent of Hardwick General Contracting. 

Reclaimed wood floors throughout the 
home, prefinished with a low-VOC pene-
trating oil, originated from old barns, dis-
tilleries and factories across the South-
east. Nickel-gap shiplap clads many accent 
walls and cabinetry, and reclaimed wood 
appears as shelving crafted from cypress 
tree logs salvaged from the bottom of Lake 
Eustis. “We build all types of homes, but 
since 2010 the use of reclaimed materials 
is a predominant feature in all of the farm-
house-inspired homes as well as many of 
the more modern homes,” Greg says. 
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Contemporary Coastal:  
design, construction and  
interior design by  
Phil Kean Design 
Group
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The Hardwick GC team updated door 
hardware and plumbing fixtures from its 
dated polished brass finishes to oil-rubbed 
bronze. Wainscoting in formal living areas 
and tongue-and-groove ceiling accents 
amplify the home’s rustic-chic style. 

The kitchen is redesigned to accommo-
date twice the storage from its original lay-
out and features exotic granite, combined 
with brick and reclaimed wood accents. 

Living spaces include five bedrooms 
and four and a half bathrooms, including 
the master suite that opens to a covered 
balcony with a sweeping lakeside view. 
The spa-inspired master bathroom fea-
tures a large, deck-mounted soaking tub 
and a walk-in shower with rain glass. 

The high-performance home also re-
ceived a comprehensive technology upgrade 
to enable voice-activated automation with 
the latest lighting and shade controls and 
multimedia distribution. “It’s pretty amaz-
ing when every morning the home ‘turns 
on’ by opening all of the first-floor shades, 
turning on the lighting and playing our 
favorite music. It’s kind of like our wake-

up routine,” Greg adds. Throughout the 
day, the home’s automation system adjusts 
and responds to changes in temperature 
and the sun’s position, with a shutdown 
mode each evening. 

Outside, Greg and his team gave the 

backyard a makeover that included signifi-
cant excavation and dirt work to construct 
a larger retaining wall to create a much 
more lakefront-friendly area.

REIMAGINED!RESIDENCE"
1520 Westchester Avenue,  
Winter Park
Interior designer Audrey Morrone saw 
potential in a Winter Park villa built in 
1925; whereas other potential buyers 
wanted to tear it down and start anew, she 
wanted to restore the home to its fullest 
potential. This reimagined residence hon-
ors its past and stylistically embraces 
modern life, echoing its historic Orwin 
Manor charm but with contemporary 
décor and an updated layout. Located at 
1520 Westchester Avenue in Winter Park 
on a double lot, Audrey drew inspiration 
from the framework of the house itself, 
preserving as much as possible of the orig-
inal 1925 floor plan.

“Even though the original home needed 
a lot of work, there were purchase offers 
on it and my offer included a letter to the 
family stating that I would not tear it 
down. The other eight offers were builders 
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Reimagined Residence: kitchen 
designed by Audrey Morrone, 
Morrone Interiors

Repurposed & Redesigned:  
renovation by Hardwick  
General Contracting; interior 
design in collaboration with  
John McClain Designs
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Karen LeBlanc is host of The Design Tourist 
series. She travels the globe a!ending some 
of the world’s premiere design events in search 
of the latest trends, tastemakers and unique 
finds. Learn more at thedesigntourist.com. 

who wanted to tear the house down due to 
the amount of work it needed,” says 
Audrey, who purchased and renovated the 
home as her personal residence. 

After extensively gutting the structure 
due to termite damage, Audrey set about 
renovating the 3,030 square feet of living 
space. From what was once the original 
front porch, Audrey created a foyer to wel-
come guests into a living room featuring a 
built-in fireplace surrounded by custom 
cabinetry. She also refurbished the home’s 
original wood flooring with a new black 
stain throughout. 

By removing the wall separating the 
dining room and kitchen, Audrey connect-
ed the two spaces, creating a new open and 
living floor plan perfect for entertaining. 
The kitchen was outfitted with new cabi-
nets, quartz countertops and a glass door 
Sub-Zero refrigerator. A breakfast nook off 
the kitchen features French doors that lead 
to one of the outdoor patios.

Also on the first floor, a new office has 
a built-in bookcase for ample storage, as 
well as an updated powder bath.

Audrey created a much larger master 
retreat by utilizing space initially used as 
one of the three guest bedrooms. The 20’ x 
19’ bedroom features a custom built-in 
bed, large walk-in custom closet with a 
washer and dryer, and a luxurious master 
bath with a stainless-steel Japanese soak-
ing tub, and honed marble floors.

The residence also features an exten-
sive backyard with a pool, and a guest 
retreat that has been transformed into a 
home theatre with a projection screen, 
custom sofa and herringbone floors.

More photos of these projects will be posted on 
orangeappeal.com.
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