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Silly Spares We need to save our heritage brands 

Heritage month is all about the stories, buildings and places that define us as 
South Africans. But given our divided past, we have few of these in common but 
one category has great potential to help strengthen a shared heritage for all of 
us - those brands that encapsulate something of what it is like to live in this 
country. 
 

One of these brands is Firestone. It’s an American icon, founded in 1900 by 
Harvey Firestone. Firestone became the first mass producer of tyres.  
 

It entered the South African market in 1930 and built its first factory in P.E in 
1936 - the facility continues to operate to this day. Then the South African 
operation was acquired by Murray & Roberts, which launched the Supa Quick 
franchises which still constitute the retail channel of Firestone. Bridgestone 
acquired Firestone globally in 1997. 
 

One of our challenges these days is to refresh the brand for a very adventurous 
market in which first-time car buyers- The Firestone Kombi Karaoke is becoming 
a familiar feature at music festivals around the country and is helping to make 
an old brand relevant to a new South Africa. 
 

Firestone’s famous tyre-damage guarantee that covers damage due to poor 
road conditions, such as potholes, is another innovation that speaks to a 
distinctively South African character. 
 

Brands like Firestone that are manufactured locally must be seen not only for 
their contribution to a shared culture, but also as key players in the economy, 
manufacturing has the highest multiplier effect of any sector. Put simply, 
manufacturing jobs are especially valuable because they support the highest 
number of jobs in other sectors. 
 

Like all South African manufacturers, Firestone is under threat from imports. In 
today’s economic climate, consumers are cash-strapped, and the cheaper prices 
are well-nigh irresistible - even though the quality might as yet not be as good. 
Heritage brands are important as a way to 
strengthen our common South African 
culture - but they also have a very hard 
value as creators of employment and 
providers of economic stimulus. We should 
celebrate them, but also give thought to 
how to protect them. 
 

We have grown with South Africans over 
the years and we have a firm place in the 
minds of our customers. We are 
dependable but flexible, continuously 
evolving to fit with the trends. 

Weekly Deals—Valid till 4 October 2018 

 



HERITAGE MONTH  
Stella Martin 
 

Last weeks theme was Sacrifice this week we give thanks! 
This week is SUKKOT - It is an agricultural festival that 
originally was considered a thanksgiving for the fruit 
harvest. 
 
Yes there is a hut, and it is ours!  
This is the traditional place of eating for the week-long 
Jewish festival of Sukkot 
What does it symbolize?  
Commemorates the years that the Jews spent in the 
desert on their way to the Promised Land, and celebrates 
the way in which God protected them under difficult 
desert conditions. 
 
Not forgetting Heritage month, we hope you all enjoyed 
the day off!  
However this is such a special day because we get to show 
case our cultural heritage and be proud of where we 
come from.  
This is a day to celebrate our differences as a rainbow 
nation and see how incredible it is to have so many 
different people with different backgrounds come 
together in peace and pride. 
 
Days like these really highlight the great South African 
beauty. 
 
Back to automotive… 
 
We have a great thing going here at Start My Car, we do 
weekly product knowledge sessions with all the 
employees to up our game and be able to assist you in the 
best possible way! 
 
This week’s frequently asked question.. 
 
What is the difference between synthetic and regular oil 
and what one should I use? 
 
Synthetic motor oil and regular motor oil both start off life 
as crude oil.  However, synthetic motor oil has been 
refined and broken down to remove impurities.  This 
improves its stability and also improves its lubrication 
qualities at higher and lower temperatures.  Synthetic 
motor oil is a more costly choice.  There are a few 
scenarios in which we recommend using synthetic motor 
oil, such as performance vehicle with a turbo and in some 
high mileage vehicles.  Despite this, regular motor oil 
should not be looked down on.  It does a wonderful job at 
protecting your vehicle's engine and keeps it running 
smoothly. 
 
Reminder alert!!! -This is the LAST month to enter our 
competition to win a FORCE Tool Trolley worth R25 000! 
(Take the additional survey to gain 5 extra entries into the 
comp) 
 
Until next week… 

Win With Us!!! 
Identify the type of part and stand a 

chance to win 

R250 Voucher 
Submit your answer online or email      

stellam@startmycar.co.za or 

whatsapp 072 881 9010 

Winner will be announced in next weeks news-

letter 

VEHICLE maintenance tips  
 

 Regular Oil Changes 
 Tune Up 
 Differential Gear Oil 
 Battery 
 Power Steering Flush 
 Servicing the Transmission and 

Fluid Flush 
 Brake Flush 
 Replacing Belts and Hoses 
 Coolant Flush 
 Replacing Head Lights/Tail Lights 
 Replacing Windshield Wipers 
 Rotating the Tires 
 Inspecting the Exhaust System 

 
Preventative maintenance  

= 
 Regular maintenance  


