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Silly Spares What does a 'technical recession' mean to the SA 
Automotive Industry? 

 
(A technical recession is two consecutive quarters of negative growth.) 
According to George Mienie, AutoTrader CEO, original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs) and local component manufacturers could 
actually benefit from this situation. Vehicle exports are predicted to 
grow to 384,000 units next year (from an expected 340,000 this year), 
and a weaker rand is good news for exporters. 
 
However, while the weaker currency is good news for exporters, the 
downside is that the prices of imported components and vehicles will 
rise. But Mienie says that this could present a unique opportunity to 
used car buyers right now. “We’ve seen that used car prices only 
increase about six months after new cars. This means that used car 
buyers can get good value in the used car market right now. This is 
especially the case in top-end cars (vehicles costing over R500 000),” he 
says. 
 
Mienie says buyers are already getting value like never before. “Vehicle 
values are shifting dramatically – and, in many cases, downwards. This 
is why live market valuations are important; dealers need to meet the 
educated consumer at a place of practical truth.” 
 
While Mienie understands the concern surrounding recent 
developments, he says that both motorist and the motor industry will 
survive the current crisis. “The simple fact of the matter is this: South 
Africans rely on cars, buses and taxis for mobility. Maybe we will need 
to tighten our belts and purchase used cars (instead of new) or we will 
have to buy down.  
 
Maybe we will need to hang onto our vehicles for longer (which will 
have positive spin-offs for service stations). Maybe motorists will buy 
cheaper cars. But one thing is clear: South Africans will always need 
wheels,” he concludes. 

Weekly Deals 

Valid till 27 September 2018 

 



The Great Fast! 
Stella Martin 
 

Sacrificing anything is a difficult, but food, that’s a real 
challenge… 
Thankfully we were closed during the 25 HOUR FAST on 
Wednesday because when people get Hangry it gets ugly!  
So forgive us for what we said when we were hangry!  
 

Finally after lots, and lots of editing our Takealot 
Catalogue with our full range is now complete and will be 
live very soon!   
You will soon be able to shop our full range on 
Takealot.com - Happy Shopping. 
If you have any difficulties or you are unsure when you 
are buying parts off our site or takealot, we have images 
of the products to compare as well as friendly staff to 
assist you on the whatsapp number.  
(If you have any suggestions or feel we need more images 
of some products we would appreciate it if you made 
contact with us)  
 

On Tuesday we celebrated Baruch’s hebrew birthday with 
a delicious cake sent by his wife Ahuva, it was so good it 
felt like our birthday!  
 

Automotivelesson101:  Brake Pads vs Brake Discs -  
Disc brakes use a slim rotor and small calliper to halt 
wheel movement. Within the calliper are two brake pads, 
one on each side of the rotor, that clamp together when 
the brake pedal is pressed.  
 

With the economic recession taking place, we all have less 
money to spend… So when you are in need of quality 
parts visit us at www.startmycar.co.za. We have a new 
and improved site, that’s more user friendly and great for 
mobile view too.  
 

We have our competition running still, so don’t forget to 
enter and take the survey for an extra 5 entries. The prize 
is worth all the effort…A Force Tool Trolley worth R25 
000!!  
 

Challenge for the week ahead: sacrifice something 
negative in your life and write to us about the positive 
change you’ve made!  
(Secret prize to be won!) 

Win With Us!!! 
Identify the type of part and stand a 

chance to win 

R250 Voucher 
Submit your answer online or email      

stellam@startmycar.co.za or 

whatsapp 072 881 9010 

Winner will be announced in next weeks news-

letter 

Word Scramble 

Unscramble each of the clue words below 


