
 

 

Making Round beads using a Press 

Design, fabrication and text by Amy Ouellette  

 

This step by step tutorial is designed to 

teach beadmakers, who may be 

considering, or are new to, presses 

how to use the new  “Round Press” from 

Zoozii’s.  The press is a wonderful tool, but 

one that requires it’s own set of techniques 

and skills.  This tutorial contains tips that 

can be applied to any of the ZooziiTools and 

will help to reduce the learning curve for 

those starting out with this style of tool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1 Make  a thin tube bead that is 

about 1mm shorter than the press is wide.   This 

is your footprint.  As you build your bead, you 

will not want to lay any glass further out then 

the edges of your footprint.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create 
initial 

footprint 

You will need a Zoozii Round Press   

Your choice of glass                                 

Mandrels that are either  1/16, 

5/64, or 3/32.  



Step 2 As you lay your glass you will want 

to keep in mind the shape of your finished 

bead.  In this case, a sphere has more glass 

concentrated in the center of the shape, then 

on the edges.  You will want to lay your glass so 

that your have the bulk of your glass 

concentrated in the center, as well.  

Your pre-press bead will be about 1mm larger 

around then the press cavity.  

  

 

 

Step 3  You will then heat the glass until 

red, but still slightly firm.  With a spherical 

shape, I recommend using the press as a 

marver, of sorts to get the glass to fit within the 

cavity.  I do this by laying the bead in the cavity, 

picking it up, turning ¼ turn, laying in the cavity 

again, and continue until the entire bead has 

been marvered in this fashion.  I usually use the 

top for this, though the top or bottom of the 

press will both work just fine.   

Step 4  Once you have marvered you will 

find that the glass may have filled out the 1mm 

of width that we left during the initial footprint.  

That is fine.  You will now heat the hole bead, 

which will likely have little lines running parallel 

to the mandrel, due to the marvering we did.  

Heat bead until red, but still slightly firm.  

Step 5   Lay in cavity and press. 

 

 

 

When you remove the bead, you may find you 

do not have enough glass.  This will be apparent 

by the absense of chill marks, or slight ripples, 

in one area of your bead.  You may also notice a 

lack of glass around the mandrel grooves.  You 

will add glass in one of two ways.   

Step 6  Adding or Removing glass.  Adding 

glass to any pressed shape is best done in the 

center of the shape, even if the bead is lacking 

glass near the mandrel.  The reason for this is 

that the press works by pushing glass down and 

out into the edges of the cavity.  If  you add 

glass to the edges, where the glass is lacking, 

you may add beyond the edge of the cavity and 

you will now have bleeding over the edges and 

possibly into the bead release.  This can all be 

avoided by using the physics of the press.   

 

Option 1  Add a band of glass, similar to a 

spiral decoration, around the center 2/3 of the 

bead.  This is very effective for glass that will 

show an addition of glass, like the Moretti 

Pastels.  It is also helpful if you are lacking a 

significant amount of glass in several areas of 

the bead. 

Add glass 
to create 
pre-press 

shape 

Aligning 
pins and 

“Z’s”, 
press 
down. 



 

Option 2   Add two dots of glass.  

Make one dot, then turn the bead ½ way 

around and add the other dot on the exact 

opposite side of the shape.   

 

With either option, you will add glass, heat glass 

to red, press.  Option 2 should be placed into 

the press with the dots facing up and down 

inside the cavity, not along the edges where the 

cavity halves meet.  

If you have too much glass you will have a ridge 

where the press meets.  If that ridge is very 

slight you can simply fire polish it away, when 

you firepolish the chill marks.  If it is more 

pronounced you can heat and put the bead 

back in the press ¼ turn from they way you 

orginally pressed it, which would cause the 

ridges you heated to be in the top and bottom 

of the press.  That may reposition the glass 

enough to simply press and firepolish. 

If you have a lot more glass in the cavity then 

you should, you can heat the ridge and remove 

the glass with pliers and put the  excess glass in 

your water bowl. Once you feel you’ve removed 

enough glass, you can heat the hole bead and 

press again. 

 

 

Once you are happy with the shape, you will 

want to firepolish the surface to remove any 

chill marks that my have occurred during 

pressing.  To do this, use a cool part of the 

flame and lightly heat the surface.  Using too 

much heat at this point can cause you to lose 

your shape, so this stage is best done slowly 

while paying close attention to how hot your 

glass is getting. 

 

Add Glass 
using the 
winding 
method 

Add Glass 
using the 

dot  
method 

Mulitple 
pressings 

can 
provide a 

crisper 
shape  

Fire 
polish chill marks  



Your bead is complete! 

 

Raised surface decoration can be applied at this 

point, being careful not to heat the bead 

enough to lose the shape.   

Pressed shapes can be decorated in any way 

you would normally decorate your beads.  If 

you want the decorations to be flat to the 

surface, instead of raised, you can add those 

decorations after the initial press and instead of 

adding glass using the winding method, youc an 

add surface stringer decoration, or frit. 

Instead of adding all the glass, as in step 2, with 

on color, you can add mulitple colors, or layer 

transparents. 

Experiment with the different methods of 

decorating  to find the one that best suites your 

style. 

 

Amy Ouellette has been lampworking since 

2001.  She is the owner of Zoozii’s, the company 

through which she and her father, Carl, design 

high quality, precision lampworking tools.  She 

resides in New Hampshire with her husband and 

daughter.    www.zooziis.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 


