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LAKAY TRADE SCHOOL, PORT AU PRINCE, HAITI 

 

The new Lakay Trade School / L’Ecole Lakay is currently under construction with 

Builders Without Borders (BWB) providing project management and construction 

management services for the project. The two buildings are fully erected, floor slabs completed, and roofs installed. 

Painting of the entire steel structure is also completed. The next step is to install exterior and interior stud walls. 

BWB and the ACQ (L’Association de la Construction du Quebec) are currently raising funds to complete this badly-

needed project which will significantly help in the re-building of the country; school will teach 200 students skills including 

woodwork, steelwork, electrics, plumbing, blockwork and HVAC. The fund-raising is doing well but is still short of our 

target to complete the project. Work is expected to re-start in early 2019. 

BWB is also actively working with B.C. suppliers, contractors and unions in donating the supply and installation of the 

school’s electrical needs - e.g. power, internet and lighting - and drywall needs. 

There is also considerable interest in Quebec in donating our stud and drywall needs, including installation by union 

workers; $50,000 has already been donated for flight and accommodation of those workers travelling to Haiti to work on 

the school. 

BELLA BELLA “TINY HOMES" PROJECT 

                                                        

RECENT SUCCESS 

 The Bella Bella “Tiny 

Homes” Project is fully 

underway; four house 

foundations and wood 

framing are complete; 

delivery is scheduled for 

late Fall 2019 

 

 

    

 



Builders Without Borders have been engaged to advise on Project Management, Construction and logistics for the 

construction of eight “Tiny Homes” [384 sq. ft.] in Bella Bella in the Central Coast of British Columbia, Canada. The work is 

being carried out in close cooperation with the Heiltsuk First Nation Tribal Council and the University of British Columbia. 

The project is fully supported by funding acquired by the Heiltsuk First Nation with some assistance from UBC and is 

anticipated to be completed in 2019. Full project funding has been secured from Indigenous and Northern Affairs [INAC] 

and the Federal Government Reconciliation Committee. 

Builders Without Borders has a budget from UBC for work on the project, mainly through arranging for retired construction 

supervisors to work on training the local staff in construction skills through the duration of the building programme. 

Assistance is also providing in schedule and budgeting. 

 

BWB is very excited to be working with UBC, FPInnovations and the Heiltsuk Nation on potential repeat of this type of 

building programme in other locations in British Columbia and across Canada. 

BLOCKWORK TESTING DEVICE PROJECT WITH BCIT 

Builders Without Borders has been working with the British Columba Institute of Technology (BCIT) to develop device that 

quickly, accurately, a non-destructively and reliably provides an indication of the strength of a concrete block before it is 

used for construction in underdeveloped and developing countries. 

In Haiti, like most developing countries around the world, most blocks are fabricated onsite and sold through local 

roadside stores. These blocks are usually of very poor quality and potentially very destructive when used in homes and 

communal buildings which are exposed to seismic events. 

Builders Without Borders is currently in discussions with BCIT to arrange field testing of the device in Haiti which will lead 

the way to this device being mass-produced and available for use in the field; an exciting outcome of our collaboration.  

 

WHAT WE DO 

 

Builders Without Borders is a volunteer-based registered Canadian foundation that partners with local and international 

NGOs, corporate and private organizations and governments to improve living conditions of vulnerable populations both in 

Canada and internationally.  As part of our work, we use and transfer project management and construction expertise to 

design and rebuild safer homes, schools, as well as medical and community facilities for vulnerable populations in need 

and following natural disasters. 
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