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Enclosed you will find a commemoration slip 
and a return envelope. Please write the names of re-
posed Orthodox Christians* and send the slip back 
to us, together with whatever offering of alms you 
choose to make on behalf of your loved ones.

Archimandrite Seraphim

* Please submit formal Orthodox Christian 
names only for the Pannykhida services.

unfathomable mercy of God. But there is an-
other lesson in these stories, hidden a little be-
neath the surface but by no means any less im-
portant: the mystical unity of the human race.

In all of the pre-Lenten Sundays we dis-
cover that repentance concerns not only God 
and ourselves, but also all those around us. 
When Zacchaeus repented, he gave away his 
money to those whom he had wronged. T he 
Pharisee condemned his brother, and on this 
account himself was condemned. When the 
Prodigal Son returned his older brother was 
angry, and because of this the Holy Fathers tell 
us that the older brother was worse off than the 
Prodigal Son ever was. On the Sunday of the 
Dread Judgment, we hear that the only crite-
rion for our judgement will be what we have 
done—or what we have failed to do—for those 
around us. And on Forgiveness Sunday, we find 
that the very foundation of our repentance is 
the forgiveness we offer freely to one another.

And looking forward to Pascha, Christ’s 
Holy Resurrection, we know that our unity 
with one another extends even beyond the 
grave. Our prayers and our alms benefit not 
only ourselves and those whom we see visibly 
around us, but even those who have already 
left this earthly life. For this reason the Holy 
Church urges us, especially during this holy 
Lenten Season, to offer prayers and alms on be-
half of the departed. T hey, having left the body, 

are no longer able to offer works of repentance, 
and so it falls to us the living to offer such re-
pentance on their behalf, so that they with us 
may find mercy before the throne of God.

With these things in remembrance, we 
invite you to please submit for prayerful com-
memoration the names of Orthodox Christians 
who have departed this life, along with an op-
tional offering of alms in their remembrance 
and on their behalf. T hese names will be com-
memorated at every Liturgy, Pannykhida, 
Litya, and Matins for the Departed during the 
Lenten season. Asking mercy for ourselves and 
for all who can no longer ask for themselves, 
may we find the great mercy of divine life this 
Pascha, and at the General Resurrection may 
we all be raised unto life eternal, finding mercy 
at the Last Judgment. Amen. ✠Holy Cross is a Russian 

Orthodox Men’s Monastery 
under the omophorion of 
His Eminence Metropolitan 

Hilarion of Eastern 
America and New York. 
T he abbot and confessor 

of the monastery is 
Archimandrite Seraphim.

Love T hy Neighbor
T he Lenten Struggle & Prayer for the Departed

As we approach once more the Holy 
Forty Days of Great Lent, the Church 

in Her wisdom has begun to prepare us for 
this blessed time of struggle and “bright 
sorrow.” T hrough the hymnody and litur-
gical commemorations of the pre-Lenten 
period—especially on each the Sundays 
leading up to the start of the Fast—the 
Church begins to teach us the most impor-
tant lessons, lessons which are absolutely 
indispensable if we are to successfully wage 
spiritual warfare in the arena of struggle 
which now lies before us.

And each year the discerning soul is struck 
by many things: the depths of our sinfulness, 
the incomprehensible power of repentance, the 



Nadya Sill: Memory Eternal

To our commingled sorrow and joy, Nadezhda Sill reposed in the Lord in late October 
of last year. T he monastery’s original 120 acres of property belonged to Moe and Nadya 

Sill, who had lived on it since the 1970s. T he couple had been in regular contact with Holy 
Trinity Monastery in Jordanville, New York, annually inviting clergy to come and celebrate 
the divine services in their house chapel. In 2000 as the monks of the Hermitage of the Holy 
Cross were looking for new property to accommodate the brotherhood’s growth, they were 
put in the touch with the Sills who wished to donate their property to the Church. T he prop-
erty was eventually gifted to the monastery as a part of the Sill’s vision and hope of spreading 
Orthodoxy in West Virginia.

Nadya was the daughter of the late Archpriest Michael Danilchik, rector of the St. Nicho-
las Cathedral in Seattle. She worked eight years in embassies of the U.S. State Department, 
finally retiring from the Army Corps of Engineers in Huntington, West Virginia.

Nadya’s devotion to Christ and love for the Church was shown in the entirety of her life, 
and as we buried her in the monastery’s cemetery we welcomed her back home to rest until 
the Lord comes again. Memory Eternal!

Update on the New Church

As m an y of you know, last spring during Holy Week the mon-
astery experienced two serious landslides: one on the main 

entrance road (in turn affecting most of the utility lines running 
into the monastery), as well as another just behind the guest house. 
It took the better part of the year to design and implement the mea-
sures necessary to stabilize both slips, but thanks to God and to 
your generosity the work was finally completed just before winter. 
T he expense was considerable, however, which deterred us from 
beginning work on the new monastery church as we had desired.

With these repairs now behind us, we are finally ready to be-
gin construction of the new church this year. We have divided the 
project into three phases:

• Phase One – site preparation (including excavation, reinforce-
ment of surrounding terrain, stormwater runoff management, 
routing of utility lines, and pouring of the foundation)

• Phase Two – construction
• Phase T hree – beautification

Last summer our architect spent a few days at the monastery 
in order to experience the life and natural setting of the monastery. 
T he fathers were impressed with his heartfelt and principled ap-
proach to traditional Orthodox architecture. At the conclusion of 
his visit he submitted a preliminary drawing for the new church. 
We will continue to work this year on finalizing the plan and ob-

taining completed blueprints, as well as further developing the 
master plan for the monastery.

In the meantime, we will be working on Phase One of the proj-
ect. Our contractors have recently taken core samples of the soil 
of the proposed construction site, and thanks be to God have de-
termined that it is a suitable location. T he new church will be situ-
ated between the gift shop and the library, with the altar located 
approximately where the large wooden cross now stands.

T he soil data will also allow us to properly implement exten-
sive repairs to the large rock retaining wall, stretching from the 
outdoor chapel all the way to the soap workshop, which has begun 
to fail over the past few years. Because the site of the new church is 
immediately in front of this wall, we need to ensure that the wall is 
structurally sound as part of Phase One of the project. 

It is our intention to begin work on Phase One as soon as pos-
sible this spring. We will continue to share details about the proj-
ect on our website, including timetables and projected costs, as we 
learn more. In the meantime, please continue to pray that God will 
bless our labors and grant us a speedy completion of our work on 
the new church, which has been badly needed by the monastery 
for so long.
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Visits from Hierarchs & Monks

Dur ing the past year God has granted us the great bless-
ing of three hierarchal visits, as well a fraternal visit from our 

brothers at St. Tikhon’s Monastery in Pennsylvania.
His Grace, Bishop Nicholas (Olhovsky) visited and presided 

over the celebrations of our patronal feast of Saint Panteleimon in 
August. During the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, he ordained our Fr. 
Macarius to the priesthood, and Fr. Basil to the diaconate. Before 
his departure, he led an edifying synaxis with the brotherhood, 
recalling several inspiring memories of the late Metropolitan Lau-
rus of blessed memory as well as the history of Holy Trinity Mon-
astery in Jordanville, New York (Holy Cross was a dependency of 
Holy Trinity Monastery for many years).

In the presence of the Holy Myrrh-streaming Hawaiian Ive-
ron Icon of the Mother of God, His Eminence Metropolitan Hi-
larion presided over the celebrations for our annual Pilgrimage 
Weekend. He concluded Liturgy with an inspiring sermon on the 
taking up of the Cross to hundreds of the faithful present at the 
celebrations.

His Eminence Metropolitan Jonah visited and presided over 

the celebrations for the feast of Saint Herman of Alaska. Before his 
departure, he gave a talk to the brotherhood on the subject of his 
upcoming book about monasticism.

Finally, we had the joy of hosting three monks from St. Tik-
hon’s Monastery for the feast of the Optina Elders. Hieromonk 
Herman, Hierodeacon Mark, and Hierodeacon David then spent 
five days visiting with the brotherhood and partaking of our life 
here, and concelebrating in many of the divine services.

T he Feast of St. Panteleimon

Holy Cross Monastery invites you to celebrate the feast of the Holy Great-Martyr 
and Healer Panteleimon with the brotherhood and fellow pilgrims of the mon-

astery. Saint Panteleimon is the patron and protector of the Hermitage, and in recent 
years his Feast has become a secondary day of pilgrimage for our friends (after our main 
Pilgrimage Weekend—see below). His Grace Bishop Nicholas of Manhattan, NY will 
preside for the feast. A Festal Vigil will be served on T hursday evening, and on Friday 
morning there will be a water blessing and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, followed by a pro-
cession and Moleben to Saint Panteleimon. At the Festal Moleben, and for seven days 
thereafter, we will commemorate names of the sick and suffering (both Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox) who are in need of St. Panteleimon’s aid.
T hursday, August 8th

6:30 p.m. Festal Vigil with Litia & Akathist
Friday, August 9th

8:00 a.m. Water Blessing   9:00 a.m. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy with Moleben for the Sick & Suffering

Pilgrimage Weekend
September 28th – 29th, 2019 Saturday, September 28th

2:30 p.m. Great Procession from the monas-
tery church to the Outdoor Chapel 
of the Mother of God of the Sign 
with the Holy Icons and Relics of 
the monastery, with Moleben

4:30 p.m. Buffet supper for pilgrims

6:00 p.m. Vigil with Litia

Sunday, September 29th

9:00 a.m. Hours & Hierarchal Liturgy at 
Outdoor Chapel of the Mother of 
God of the Sign

Banquet Following at the Hall of the Holy 
Spirit Orthodox Church, Huntington, WV

Schedule of Events
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News from the Farm

T hanks be to God, the agricultural activity of the brother-
hood continues to thrive with new goat kids, chickens, ducks, 

and more beehives. New goat kids were born in November and 
December 2018. T hey are healthy and playful. More goat kids will 
be born in May.

We raised 50 new chickens last fall and now have approxi-
mately 80. T he increased egg production supports our new bakery 

and our growing brotherhood.  In addition a neighbor donated his 
ducks to the monastery, and we intend to acquire a few more to 
keep at our pond.

In the fall, the monks prepared the land on top of Mt. Tabor 
in order to sow a large field of sweet clover and other nectar-pro-
ducing crops for our bees. Black locust trees and wildflowers were 
sown in the fields near the guesthouse. As God allows, more of the 
forests and fields around the monastery will be planted with beau-
tiful nectar producing trees and plants.

In order to help support the financing of our new church, we 
increased our apiary to 40 beehives with a plan to increase to 120 
over the next three years. With the generous help of our benefac-
tors, we have begun switching all our beehives to high-density 
polystyrene hives. Polystyrene hives increase honey production 
by 30–50 percent because they insulate better—the bees survive 
the winter more easily, and in summer they spend less time cooling 
the hive and more time harvesting nectar. So far, our new polysty-
rene hives have surpassed our wooden hives in almost every trial. 

May God reward all who have supported our agricultural en-
deavors. Please continue to pray that God will bless our labors.

New Novices & Candidates

Four new candidates arrived at the monastery during 2018, 
two of whom have since been clothed as novices. 
Benjamin Harris arrived early January 2018 for a nine-month 

candidacy. His obediences include work on the farm and in the 
gardens, and he was clothed as a novice on the Eve of the monas-
tery’s patronal feast of the Exaltation of the Precious Cross. 

Aaron Martin, after a six month stay with the brotherhood, 
travelled to Georgia to venerate the relics of St. Gabriel of Mtshka 
as a final step in his discernment process. After returning to Holy 
Cross, he was clothed as a novice on the Eve of Dormition. His 
obediences include farm work, cooking, and assisting in the in-
cense workshop.

Joseph Green has been a regular visitor to the monastery from 
the state of Georgia. T his year he decided to remain for an extend-
ed stay that eventually marked the beginning of his candidacy. He 
has been a helpful addition to the monastery maintenance crew. 

Left to right: Michael, Joseph, Br. Benjamin, Br. Aaron.

Finally, Michael Abeye has arrived as our most recent candi-
date, helping primarily in the trapeza.

May God grant to all of them perseverance and discernment 
on their path to God!
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