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MATERIALS:

ORGANIC COTTON (SKINNY)

FOR USE WITH:PATTERN NO.:

202012

DESIGN BY VLADIMIRA ILKOVICOVA

DALTON DRESS

P.02

OTHER TOOLS:

Stitch holder(s) or waste yarn, stitch marker(s), tapestry needle

COLOR SHOWN:

GRAVEL NO. 314

YARN:

ORGANIC COTTON (SKINNY)

(100% Certified Organic Cotton; 65g/150yds):  
9 (10, 11, 12, 13) hanks

SIZES:

WOMEN'S XS (S, M, L, XL)

Instructions are for smallest size, with larger 
sizes in parentheses. When one number is given 
it applies to all sizes.

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS:

CHEST: 33¾ (37¼, 41¾, 45¼, 49¾)" 

LENGTH: 53½ (53¾, 54, 54¾, 55¼)" 

EXPERIENCE LEVEL:

INTERMEDIATE

DESCRIPTION:

The Dalton Dress is a unique piece knit from the bottom up in 100% Organic Cotton (Skinny). 

Lightweight, comfortable and elegant, it is perfect for warmer weather.

DESIGN BY VLADIMIRA ILKOVICOVA

DALTON DRESS

NEEDLES:

SIZE 8 (5mm) needles, or size needed to 
obtain gauge

SIZE 6 (4mm) 16" circular needle 

SIZE 6 (4mm) 24" circular needle

GAUGE:

In stockinette stitch, 18 sts and 24½ rows = 4" 
using largest needles

FOR USE WITH:

ORGANIC COTTON
SKINNY
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STEP NO. 1:

BACK

With largest ndls, CO 67 (75, 85, 93, 103) sts. Work 1 x 1 Rib over an odd number of sts 

for three rows.

Work even in st st until piece meas 23¼", ending with a RS row. 

With WS facing and using Cable CO, cast on 11 sts for top of slit. [78 (86, 96, 104, 114) sts]

Work even for 23½" more until piece meas 46¾", ending with a WS row.

ARMHOLE SHAPING

BO 3 (4, 5, 6, 7) sts at beg of next two rows, 3 sts at beg of next two rows, 2 sts at beg of next 2 (2, 

4, 4, 6) rows and 1 st at beg of next 8 (10, 8, 10, 10) rows. [54 (58, 64, 68, 72) sts] 

Work even st st until armhole meas 6 (6¼, 6¾, 7¼, 7¾)”, ending with a WS row.

NECK AND SHOULDER SHAPING

NEXT ROW (RS): k14 (16,18, 20, 21) right shoulder sts, place center 26 (26, 28, 28, 30) sts on 

holder, join second ball of yarn and knit to end of left shoulder sts. Cont, working both shoulders 

at same time with separate balls of yarn.

BO 2 sts at each neck edge every other row two times. [10 (12, 14, 16, 17) sts]. 

BO remaining sts of each shoulder.

STEP NO. 2:

FRONT

With largest ndls, CO 67 (75, 85, 93, 103) sts. Work 1 x 1 Rib over an odd number of sts for three 

rows.

Work even in st st until piece meas 23¼" ending with a WS row. 

With RS facing and using Cable CO, cast on 11 sts for top of slit.

Work even for 23½" more until piece meas 46¾", ending with a WS row.

ARMHOLE SHAPING

BO 3 (4, 5, 6, 7) sts at beg of next two rows, 3 sts at beg of next two rows, 2 sts at beg of next  

2 (2, 4, 4, 6) rows and 1 st at beg of next 8 (10, 8, 10, 10) rows. [54 (58, 64, 68, 72) sts]

Work even until armhole meas 5 (5¼, 5½, 5¾, 6¼)”, ending with a WS row.
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ARMHOLE BANDS

With RS facing, beg at left front armhole edge, and using smaller circ ndl, pick up and knit 72 

(74, 76, 82, 86) sts. Do not join. Work 1 x 1 Rib over an even number of sts for 2 rows. BO in patt. 

With RS facing, beg at right back armhole edge, and using smaller circ ndl, pick up and knit 72 

(74, 76, 82, 86) sts. Do not join. Work 1 x 1 Rib over an even number of sts for 2 rows. BO in patt. 

Sew side seams, including arm bands.

STEP NO. 4:

FINISHING

Weave in ends. Block as desired. 

STEP NO. 5:

CARE

Hand wash or dry clean. Wash in tepid water using a mild soap. Do not twist. Shape and dry flat 

on a towel. Store your little treasure neatly folded, after all, it may be a family heirloom.

ABBREVIATIONS

beg: beginning

BO: bind off

circ: circular

CO: cast on

cont: continue

est: established

k: knit

meas: measures

ndl(s): needle(s)

p: purl

patt: pattern

pm: place marker

rem: remaining

rep: repeat

rnd(s): round(s)

RS: right side

st(s): stitch(es)

st st stockinette stitch  

 (when working flat, knit all  

 RS rows, purl all WS rows;  

 when working in the round,  

 knit all rounds)

WS: wrong side

*:  repeat the directions 

 between the asterisks as

 many times as indicated.

NECK AND SHOULDER SHAPING

NEXT ROW (RS): k17 (19, 21, 23, 24) left shoulder sts, place center 20 (20, 22, 22, 24) sts on 

holder, join second ball of yarn and knit to end of right shoulder sts. Cont, working both 

shoulders at same time with separate balls of yarn.

At each neck edge, BO every other row 3 sts one time, 2 sts one time, and 1 st two times. [10 

(12, 14, 16, 17) sts each shoulder]

Work even until armholes meas same as back to shoulders. 

BO remaining sts of each shoulder.

STEP NO. 3:

FINISHING

Block pieces to schematic measurements.

With RS facing, beg at bottom of front, and using smaller 24" circ ndl, pick up and knit 101 sts 

along edge of side slit. Do not join.

ROW 1 (WS): p1 selvage st, *p3, k3; rep from * to last 4 sts, p3, p1 selvage st.

ROW 2 (RS): k1 selvage st, *k3, p3; rep from * to last 4 sts, k3, k1 selvage st.

Rep rows 1 and 2 until hem measures 2½", ending with a WS row. BO in patt. Seam short edge 

of rib to cast-on slit sts.

With RS facing, beg at top of back at cast-on slit sts, and using smaller 24" circ ndl, pick up and 

knit 101 sts along edge of side slit. Do not join.

ROW 1 (WS): p1 selvage st, *p3, k3; rep from * to last 4 sts, p3, p1 selvage st.

ROW 2 (RS): k1 selvage st, *k3, p3; rep from * to last 4 sts, k3, k1 selvage st.

Rep rows 1 and 2 until hem measures 2½", ending with a WS row. BO in patt. Seam short edge 

of rib to cast-on slit sts.

Seam shoulder sts.

NECKBAND

Place 26 (26, 28, 28, 30) center back sts on smaller 16" circ ndl and k across, pick up and knit 

7 sts along left back neck, 13 (13, 13, 15, 15) sts along left front neck, k20 (20, 22, 22, 24) 

center front sts from holder, pick up and knit 13 (13, 13, 15, 15) sts along right front neck and 

7 sts along right back neck edge. [86 (86, 90, 94, 98) sts]

Pm and join to work in the rnd, being careful not to twist sts. Work 1 x 1 Rib in the round for 

2 rnds. BO in patt.  
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STITCH PATTERNS

1 X 1 RIB 

(worked over an odd number of stitches f lat back and forth) 

ROW 1 (WS): p1 selvage st, *p1, k1; rep from * to last 2 sts, p1, p1 selvage st. 

ROW 2 (RS): k1 selvage st, *k1, p1; rep from * to last 2 sts, k1, k1 selvage st.

1 X 1 RIB 

(worked over an even number of stitches f lat back and forth) 

ROW 1 (WS): p1 selvage st, *p1, k1; rep from * to last st, p1 selvage st. 

ROW 2 (RS): k1 selvage st, *p1, k1; rep from * to last sts, k1 selvage st.

1 X 1 RIB 

(worked over an even number of stitches in the round) 

ALL RNDS: *k1, p1; rep from * to end.

SPECIAL METHODS

CABLE CO: 

Insert right needle from front to back between first and second sts on left ndl, wrap yarn 

around ndl, pull loop through; place loop on left ndl. 1 st CO.

NOTES

Dress is worked bottom up, from hem to neck. Work one selvage st at each side in st st (k on RS, 

p on WS). Ribbed slit borders are worked back and forth without joining after piece is 

complete; a circular needle is used to accommodate the large number of stitches.

SCHEMATIC

2½"

½"

23½"

14¼(16,18¼,20,22)"

16½(18¼,20½,22¼,24½)"

22¾”

6¾(7,7¼,8,8½)"

Front & Back

1(1,1,1½,1½)"
¾"

2(2½,2¾,3¼,3½)"6½(7½,7½,8,8¼)"

Note that measurements shown don’t include selvedge sts.
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