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Performance Note: 

 
Without Electronics:  
 If the ensemble does not have the ability to perform the piece with electronics the “Electronics” line at the bottom of the score will 
be IGNORED and the fifth percussionist will play the written “Percussion V” line on the indicated traditional acoustic instruments.   
 
With Electronics (Ideal Version):  
 

If the ensemble has the technical gear needed to perform the piece with electronics the “Percussion V” line at the bottom of the 
score will be IGNORED and “Electronics” part will be read and cued (by the fifth percussionist) at the indicated places in the score by 
pressing the spacebar on the laptop.   
 I have written a simple piece of audio software using Cycling 74’s, Max 7 that will play the two-channel stereo electronics track. 
Percussion V will perform the electronics by triggering the samples (by pressing the spacebar) on the laptop at each indicated cue 
marked in printed “Electronics” part. The rhythms are dictated for the electronics part to help the percussionist follow along with the 
electronics. Each cue marking indicates a place where the 5th percussionists should press the spacebar exactly timed with the arrow in the 
part. All cues start on a downbeat. 
 
Technical Requirements: 
 

1. 2 PA speakers large enough to balance the electronics with the ensemble. 
2. 1 small mixer with at least 2 channels. 
3. 1 laptop (Mac or Windows) 
4. 1/8” (3.5mm) TRS to Dual 1/4" TS Stereo Breakout Cable http://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/CMP153/. This cable is used to 

take the audio from the headphone jack on the laptop into channels 1 and 2 on the mixer. 
5. Email trbeverly@gmail.com for the Ringing Rocks app. This app contains the audio files and will be used to play the electronics 

during rehearsals and performances.  
6. Instructions for operating the app are included in the app.  

 
If you have never worked with electronics before and would like more information on how to implement them effectively with wind 
ensembles please don’t hesitate to contact me at trbeverly@gmail.com. I would be happy to set up a phone call to talk you through the 
tech setup.  
 

 
 
 

 

Piccolo 
Flute 1 
Flute 2 
Oboe 

Bassoon 1 
Bassoon 2 

Contrabassoon 
Clarinet 1 
Clarinet 2 
Clarinet 3 

Bass Clarinet 
Alto Saxophone 1 
Alto Saxophone 2 
Tenor Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone 
Trumpet 1 
Trumpet 2 
Trumpet 3 

 

Horn 1 
Horn 2 
Horn 3 
Horn 4 

Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 
Euphonium 

Tuba 
Percussion I – Sus. Cymbals, Snare Drum, Tom-Toms, Bass Drum 

Percussion II – Vibraphone, High Wood Block 
Percussion III – Marimba, Sus. Cymbal 

Percussion IV – Cowbell, Glockenspiel, Chimes 
Percussion V – Electronics/Laptop OR Brake Drum, Crotales, 

Chimes 
 



	  
Program Note: 
 

My sister, a Geology Ph.D. student, visited Ringing Rocks State Park. Upon returning home, she invited me to explore the park with 
her the next time I visited her in New Jersey, but under one condition:  I needed to bring my portable digital recorder along. I said yes, but 
honestly I wasn't expecting much to come of it. Thankfully, I was proved wrong. Ringing Rocks State Park is an amazing acoustic space. 
While there, I noticed little worn spots where people had hit the rocks. So, I took my sister’s rock hammer and hit one of the spots, not 
expecting much more than a dull thud. What I got was a pure chime-like tone that resonated with the rocks around it. I was captivated 
for hours. I went around to each boulder to find the rock's sweet spot and made hundreds of recordings. As the day came to a close, I 
had recorded a full chromatic scale ranging multiple octaves. Yet, the most interesting finding was that the majority of the most resonant 
rocks where a B flat. The rock field had a fundamental tone of B flat. 

Upon returning from my trip, I decided to write a piece, which used the audio samples in an electronics part. As the piece 
evolved, I set one important constraint on my writing process. I decided not to alter the samples other than adding a little reverb. I only 
allowed myself to cut and splice the original samples together to form rhythms and chords. I wanted to maintain the integrity of the 
original rock sounds and showcase the natural phenomenon of the rock field. While some of the rocks are slightly out of equal 
temperament tuning, I found it led to interesting clashes. Other rock samples even allowed me to stack the samples to build rock 
chords. Finally, because the rocks recordings actually sound very similar to brake drums, crotales, and chimes the piece can be played 
with or without electronics. One percussionist either plays the same rhythms of the electronics on brake drums, crotales, and chimes or 
triggers audio samples with a laptop that are played from speakers within the ensemble. What follows is a wind ensemble piece in the 
naturally occurring key of the ringing rocks.  

 
About the Composer: 
 

American composer Thomas Rex Beverly is a graduate of Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas where he received a bachelor’s 
degree in music composition. While at Trinity, he studied with Timothy Kramer, David Heuser, Jack W. Stamps, and Brian Nelson. Beverly 
studied abroad in the fall of 2008 in Prague, Czech Republic. There he studied composition with Czech composer Michal Rataj and 
researched contemporary Czech music. He completed a Master of Arts in Teaching in Music Education at Trinity University and then 
taught as the Band and Choral Director at KIPP Aspire Academy in San Antonio. His performances include the 2013 Electroacoustic Barn 
Dance Festival, the 2013 New Voices Festival at the Catholic University of America, the 2013 CFAMC National Conference, N_SEME 2013 at 
Temple University, the 2014 Biennial Symposium for Arts and Technology at Connecticut College, N_SEME 2014 at Georgia Southern 
University, the 2014 BGSU Graduate Student Conference, the 2014 SCI Iowa New Music Symposium, the 2014 TransX Transmissions Art 
Symposium, the 2014 Sweet Thunder Electroacoustic Festival, NYCEMF 2014, Circuit Bridges, IngenuityFest 2014, the 2014 Firenze Multimedia 
Festival, the 2014 International Computer Music Conference, the 2014 ATMI National Conference, and the 2014 CMS National 
Conference. His piece Ringing Rocks is a winner of the Cypress Symphonic Band Call for Scores for new wind ensemble music, he was one 
of eight composers selected to attend the 2014 So Percussion Summer Institute, and his piece Ocotillo was selected as both a winner of 
the Juventas New Music 2015/16 Call for Scores and as second prize winner of the 2015 ASCAP/SEAMUS Student Commissioning 
Competition. He is a recent graduate of Bowling Green State University in their Master of Music Composition degree program where he 
studied with Elainie Lillios, Christopher Dietz and was a Music Technology Teaching Assistant. 
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