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News – For Evan Sharma, 12, painting has always been a passion. He grew up painting on cardboard boxes, scraps of paper and anything he could get his 
hands on. By the age of 10, he was inspired to do more. 

“I was around five when I started and then I started taking it seriously when I went to Paris and we went to the Louvre ” he explained “It was so inspiring
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I was around five when I started and then I started taking it seriously when I went to Paris and we went to the Louvre, he explained.  It was so inspiring 
and after that I wanted to start taking it more seriously.”

It was around that time that Evan’s parents also started to take notice and instead of resisting his requests for art supplies and canvases, they started to 
embrace them.

“One time he got birthday money and went and bought himself a canvas. He used it and then he bought more and used them and soon we were buying him 
painting supplies and canvases for Christmas or birthdays,” said mom, Susan. “We were impressed with how good he was so we wanted to encourage it. 
Painting is a great way for him to use his time and entertain himself and he is so happy doing it.”

Others in the community started to take notice of Evan’s talents too and after showing his paintings to the manager of Days on Front, a favourite family 
destination, Evan became a displayed artist with his pieces adorning the walls of the restaurant.

“It felt great to see them up on the walls,” said Sharma. “It inspired me to paint more and now I have pieces on display at the Tett Centre too.”

While his talent is evident, Sharma hasn’t had any formal art training and is purely self-taught. He describes his self-developed style as a mix of realism and 
abstract with vibrant colours.

“I like the colours and I like how you can start with nothing and keep building to something big. Locations inspire me and famous people do too. I really 
like working with colours and then I incorporate them into different elements of my paintings. I enjoy using colour to shade and do different effects.”

As his work has progressed, Sharma now paints on giant four or five foot canvases and uses a stepladder to reach the top. He enjoys creating such big works 
and his favourite is a piece entitled ‘The Good, the Bad and the Vibrant’ - an elaborate portrait of Clint Eastwood. 

Recently, Sharma applied to a prestigious art show in Toronto and was selected from a jury of independent art professionals to display at the show alongside 
200 other artists from around the world.

“I’m not sure what I am going to take yet, but I am thinking about taking a few landscapes and a few portraits to the show,” he said. “I’m really looking 
forward to meeting different artists and asking them questions about their styles and techniques.”

The show takes place in February and until then Sharma will continue to display his art locally at both Days on Front and the Tett Centre, where his 
interpretation of Peggy’s Cove can be seen as community members go down the stairs.

He hopes to continue working on his painting skills and learning more, but he is unsure whether or not painting will become a career in the future.

“I love it and it is a great activity where you can really express yourself and put what you want onto canvas,” he said. “I’m not sure if it will turn into a 
career or a hobby just yet, we’ll see.”

His parents feel the same way and are happy with the recognition he has received so far.

“It is lovely for us and for him,” added mom. “We are surprised by the attention but also very proud.”
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