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Of the 250 artists showing their work as part of The Artist Project in Toronto starting Thursday, 
Kingston's Evan Sharma's painting methodology is probably a bit different than that of his peers.

"He gets off the bus at 3, 3:15, eats something quickly and then runs down to the basement and starts
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painting," explained his father, Sanjay. "He just really, really likes it."

Sharma, you see, is just 12 years old, and has already earned the distinction of being the youngest painter 
ever to exhibit his work at the art fair.

The preteen said he was "really, really excited" when he learned in the fall that he had been picked.

"I was just really amazed at like I was the youngest person ever to be there," Evan said. "I wasn't sure 
they were going to pick me."

Organizers had no idea Evan was as young as he was.

"The jury wasn't aware of Evan's age when they selected his work, and they were even more impressed to 
find out he is only 12," show director Claire Taylor said in a news release. "There is no doubt that his 
paintings will be a huge hit."

Evan, who leaves Wednesday for Toronto to set up his exhibit, describes his work as "vibrant 
impressionism" marked by his use of bold colours. He considers Andy Warhol to be one of his favourites.

"He used a lot of colours," he said, "so I tried to put a twist on his style almost."

Evan got his start after showing his paintings to family friend Matt Day, the owner of Days on Front 
restaurant in the city's west end.

"He said, 'Whoa, those are really nice,'" Evan recalled.

Day put some of them up, and then Evan had the chance to display some of his work at the Tett Centre 
afterward.

"It's one of those things -- neither my wife nor I are very artistic," father Sanjay explained.

"It's kind of come out of nowhere, which makes it even more interesting. For us, it's all new. It's just 
something he's super passionate about."

And what do his friends think of it all?

"They're really excited that I'm going to this art show. They're always like, 'Evan, are you on TV yet?' And 
I'm like, 'Not yet.'"

The Artist Project runs from Feb, 18 to 21 and will be housed in the Better Living Centre at Exhibition 
Place.

Congratulations to Kingston's The Abrams Brothers, who signed a record deal with Warner Music this 
week.

John and James Abrams will have their debut EP (The Abrams) released in the spring. In the coming  
weeks, though, their first single, Fine, will be released.

There is a diverse collection of concerts this week.
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Tonight, Wen Zhao -- who has been called "the Jimi Hendrix of the Chinese Pipa" -- plays at The Isabel 
as part of its Global Salon series. The show starts at 7:30 p.m., and tickets can be purchased at
www.theisabel.ca.

On Thursday night, Corb Lund and the Hurtin' Albertans mosey into the Grand Theatre at 7:30.

A few hours later, Young Empires, who have been nominated for a Juno as "breakthrough group of the 
year," play The Mansion up the street.
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