
 

Gameboy Advance Backlight Mod 
Installation guide! 

Features: 
● 4 level brightness control (factory programmable for less upon request) 
● Button combination of your choosing (here we will be using L-Trigger and Sel) 

Stuff needed: 
● Soldering Iron 
● 30 gauge insulated wire (for best fitment and ease of use) 
● Hot Glue gun (or a method to keep it secure) 
● A 32pin adapter with (c1 or c2) traces visible -Will need to be modded (easy)  
● Or 40 pin adapter with built in resistors or will need to be modded (not as easy) 

(hint!- if you need ether adapter we also have a option to include it with the kit) 
 
 
 
 
 
The following are the pinouts for the pads on board: 
6- not used as this moment 
5 - Vcc (3.3v) 
4- Button 2 
3- Button 1 
2- Ground (or Neg) 
1- Output to adapter (or solder point) 
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Step 1: let's modify the lcd adapter 

 
 
     Top this is the 40 pin connector modification 32 pin adapter 
 
NOTE*:If using a 40 pin adapter with a white tabbed screen, make sure you get the adapter with 
the built in resistors (This avoid ghosting, lines , white screen issues, or fading). 
 
For the 40 pin adapter you will need to cut the trace between the LED GND pin (second pin) to 
the ground pin (third pin) in order to disconnect the backlight from the gameboy. As you can see 
they are both connected in the same trace in the white line 
 
As for the 32 pin connector, what is needed is cutting the traces labeled “C1”  and the neg-led 
from ground. Then the P2 connection will be connected to the “output” pad on the board. 
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Step 2: connecting the appropriate wires  

 
 
PIN 2: Connect ground to anywhere you can find ground. The most convenient pad is the one 
located in the pictures. 
PIN 3: select button must be soldered to TP2 on the front of the PCB 
PIN 4: would be connected to the left-center pin on the LEFT trigger facing the back of the pcb. 
(see picture on location) 
PIN 5: we have two options, either the pad VDD35 on the front of the board. The easier part is 
the left side of the Capacitor C44 on the back of the board.  
 
PIN 1: (see images below) pin 1 will connect to “p2” pad for 32 pin adapter 

For 40 pin adapter 
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