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Thank you for purchasing a watch now video. 
 
You can click on this link to watch the video: 
 

Link to John Session #1: The Prologue of John 
 
Please note: 

1. This link is temporary (discounted as a “rental”) and will expire after 60 days. 
2. You will not be able to download the video, but if you have access to a smart TV, or can 

connect your laptop to a monitor, you may use the link to watch the video with your small 
group. 

3. This is “single-use” viewing link, please do not share this link with others, as it would be 
considered “unauthorized distribution” and a violation of copyright. If you are a church or 
small group and would like to have special links set up for multiple users, please contact 
our office at 619-733-9218. 

4. If after purchasing a Watch Now Video, you would like to purchase the DVD, you can use 
the coupon code:  

WATCH NOW Disc 25 
 

at checkout to receive a 25% discount on the cost of the DVD. This offer cannot be 
combined with other offers. 

 
Session Outlines / Sermon Starters 
Session One: The Prologue of John 

Memory Verse: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (John 1:1 NIV). 

The gospel of John begins with a narrative explanation of the nature and person of Christ and 
the meaning of faith in him. John’s driving purpose in writing this gospel is to establish Jesus as 
the Son of God and Messiah. 

1. John begins his gospel with the phrase, In the beginning was the Word. The Word already 
existed at the beginning of the universe. The Word was with God, yet the Word was God. 
(Passages like this lead us to understand God as a Trinity, three Persons in One God.) 
Verses 3–5 tell us that through the Word all things were made; nothing was made without 
him. Life was in him, and the Word’s life is the light of people. He is the light in many ways. 
For instance, in the sense of pure goodness, pure truth—illumination for those who are 
confused, goodness that triumphs over evil. John calls him “the Word” for many reasons. 
For instance, the Word reveals God the way a person’s words express who he is. Also, 
when God speaks, powerful things happen. The Word is powerful, active. 
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"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it" (John 1:1–5 NIV). 

2. Both John 1:1–2 and Genesis 1:1 speak of the beginning and creation. Genesis says in 
the beginning God created…, whereas John 1:1 says in the beginning was… The 
conclusion is that the Word existed even before God created our physical universe. 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" 
(John 1:1–2 NIV). 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters" (Gen. 1:1–2 NIV). 

3. In 1:14 John applies human attributes to the Word. He applies personal pronouns to the 
Word and says, “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling (or lived) among us.”  
This “becoming flesh” tells us that the Word is Jesus Christ, God in human flesh. Jesus 
was personally involved in the creation of our universe. He is also the source of spiritual 
enlightenment, and real life is found in him. 
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14 
NIV). 
"Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it" (John 1:3–5 NIV). 

4. John the Baptist came as a witness to confirm that the light (the Messiah) had come and 
what that meant to humanity. As Christ’s followers, it is important that we confirm to the 
world around us that Jesus is the way to true life. 
"There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was 
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light" (John 1:6–8 NIV). 

5. Jesus came first to those of his own lineage, the Jews, and they didn’t receive him. 
"He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him" (John 
1:10–11 NIV). 

6. Although most of Jesus’ fellow Jews rejected him, some believed. And some non-Jews 
believed. All of these, Jews and non-Jews, who received him (believed in his name) were 
given the right to become a child of God. That offer of rebirth as God’s child remains for 
people today. To be born of God is to come alive spiritually with a new family identity 
(God’s family) and new “DNA” guiding who we will grow up to be. 
"Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband's will, but born of God" (John 1:12–13 NIV). 
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7. The Word, Jesus, revealed his glory to humanity by descending into the world as a flesh-
and-blood human being. As Christ lived among his disciples, he displayed attributes of 
God such as grace, mercy, wisdom, righteousness, truth, etc. These attributes reveal 
God’s unfailing love and faithfulness to humanity. The divine Word’s willingness to humble 
himself to take on human flesh shows God’s passionate, no-holds-barred love for humans. 
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14 
NIV). 

8. Although no one has ever seen God the Father, God the Son (Jesus) has revealed him 
through what he said and did. Through Jesus’ humanity we are able to see and 
understand God. Jesus is not merely a human reflection of God; he is God and therefore 
gives humanity the exact and authentic representation of God’s character. He knows what 
it’s like to be a man and live in a fallen world. He has been here where we are. And when 
we read about how Jesus talked and behaved, we see God in action. 
"No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has 
made him known" (John 1:18 NIV). 
"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he 
is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross" (Col. 1:15–20 NIV). 
"The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven" (Heb. 1:3 NIV). 

9. According to John 1:17, the Law was given through Moses. Deuteronomy 32:46–47 tells 
us that the law is life; apart from keeping the Law and the sacrifices there is no hope of 
being in a right relationship with God. 
"For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ" (John 
1:17 NIV). 
"…he said to them, 'Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, 
so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They 
are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By them you will live long in the land 
you are crossing the Jordan to possess' " (Deut. 32:46–47 NIV). 

10. Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17b). There is a difference between 
what Moses gave us and what Jesus gave us. The Law revealed God’s demand for 
holiness. This showed humankind our unrighteousness and therefore illuminated our need 
for a Savior. Jesus came as a demonstration of God’s grace (his undeserved favor despite 
our failure to obey him) and truth (his reliability as the standard of what is accurate and 
real). The Law can’t change us, but grace and truth can forgive us, restore relationship, 
and transform us. 
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John 1:1–18 is a literary masterpiece that summarizes the gospel’s main theme: Jesus the 
Word and Creator is the self-revelation of God who became a human being to bring light and life 
to all who believe in him. 

 
Session 1, The Prologue of John (1:1-18) 
 
Level 1 

The Prologue of John (1:1-18) is a literary masterpiece and statement of high Christology 
summarizing the Gospel’s main theme: Jesus the Word (Logos) and Creator is the self-
revelation of God who became a human being to bring light and life to all who believe in him.  
 
Level 2 

1. Jesus is the Logos (the “Word”) who existed with God from the beginning and God created 
all things through him (1:1-5). 

2. The Word became a human being but was rejected by his own people; those who believe 
in him become children of God and experience spiritual rebirth (1:6-14). 

3. Although no one has ever seen God the Father, God the Son has revealed him (1:15-18). 
 
Level 3 

1. Jesus is the Logos (the “Word”) who existed with God from the beginning and God created 
all things through him (1:1-5). 

• The Word was with God in the beginning and was God (fully divine). 

• God created all things through the Word. 

• The Word provided eternal life and spiritual light, which overcomes the spiritual 
darkness. 

 
2. The Word became a human being but was rejected by his own people; those who believe 

in him become children of God and experience spiritual rebirth (1:6-14). 

• John the Baptist bore witness to the light (the Word), testifying that he was the 
promised Messiah.  John was not the light but rather bore witness to the light. 

• The Word came to his own people, but they rejected him. But all those who received 
him became children of God, given spiritual rebirth by God. 

•  The Word became a human being and lived among us as God’s presence, revealing 
God’s glory and bringing the truth about God. 

 
3. Although no one has ever seen God the Father, God the Son has revealed him (1:15-18). 

• The age of promise was characterized by the Law given through Moses; the present 
age of fulfillment is characterized by grace and truth. 

• No one has ever seen God the Father, who is wholly transcendent and invisible. 
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• Jesus the Son and Word of God is in closest relationship to the Father and makes him 
known to us. 
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