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 Gracy’s 
Tips

• Colocasias love being in moist soil, which means you 
can use them to make a feature out of a tricky area of 
damp or boggy ground. 

• These versatile tropical plants are happy in sun or shade, 
which makes them suitable for growing in virtually any 
sheltered part of the garden.

• Colocasia bulbs grow happily in pots. We recommend a 
container which is around 30cm (12in) in diameter per 
bulb. 
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 General
info

 Planting
instructions

Planting basics

Also known as Elephants Ears, Colocasia put on an im-
pressive show of large, heart-shaped leaves which unravel 
continuously, one after another throughout the summer. 
You won’t believe how much can grow out of one bulb! 

Each large leaf is held at the top of a sturdy upright stalk, 
forming a strong and stately plant. Grow them as an im-

pressive summer annual and create a real talking point in 
the garden. These fascinating plants are marvellously exotic 
- if you’re creating a tropical planting scheme, you’ve made 

the right choice! 

• Plant your Colocasia bulbs in spring in a warm, bright 
position with temperatures between around 16-25°C

• You can also plant them straight outside in a warm posi-
tion after risk of frost has passed. 

• Grow in borders or containers in sun or shade in a rich, 
reliably moist or wet soil

• Plant the bulbs shallowly with the top of the bulb level 
with the soil surface, the side with rings or papery layers 
should be facing upwards

• Space the bulbs 25-35cm apart from each other 
• Water-in after planting and keep well hydrated 

Colocasias are tender tropical bulbs and need to be protected 
from frost. Therefore, it’s important to start them off indoors, 

preferably in a warm environment such as your home, a conser-
vatory or heated greenhouse. They can take a while to sprout but 
usually wake up when provided temperatures of around 17-25°C. 
You can also plant Colocasia straight outside when the weather 
is warm and risk of frost has passed. Once you’ve planted your 
bulbs, give them a little water regularly to get them started, but 
not too much while still dormant. When they are in full growth 

they will be happy in a consistently moist or wet soil.


