
  



NURSERY HISTORY 

St. Lawrence Nurseries sprouted up in 1923, and was first the endeavor of Fred L. Ashworth, of 
Heuvelton, NY.  He was a farmer with an interest in growing and propagating fruits and nuts for 
northern climates.  The nursery spent many years as more of a hobby and experiment station than 
a business for Fred.  He supported his family through farm labor and working for the county on 
the road crew, but he also grafted and sold fruit trees as a small side business; St. Lawrence 
Nurseries.  Bill MacKentley met Fred in 1971, and over just a few years they developed a rela-
tionship like family. Fred was self-taught, but extremely knowledgeable and well-read. During 
his lifetime he had tried many fruits and nuts in our northern climate, learning what survives and 
what winter kills. He recorded his observations in single-space typed or laboriously hand-written 
pages.  Fred traded information, scionwood, and cuttings with other plant-breeders in a forum of 
letters called a “round-robin” through organizations like NAFEX (North American Fruit Explor-
ers) and NNGA (Northern Nut Growers Assn.) leading to innumerable experiments and dozens of 
new edible plant varieties. When Fred died in 1977, Diana and Bill MacKentley purchased the 
land where he had done much of his grafting and breeding in Potsdam, NY. In 1981, they pro-
duced the first official St. Lawrence Nurseries catalog. For 34 years the MacKentleys cultivated a 
truly unique and wonderful business, carrying the legacy of Fred Ashworth. In September of 
2015, the nursery was passed on once more to Connor Hardiman. Connor worked for the 
MacKentleys for 5 years prior to taking over the nursery (with the invaluable help of several core 
employees). The MacKentleys continue to be involved in an advisory capacity, distributing their 
decades of knowledge and ensuring a successful future for St. Lawrence Nurseries. They also 

very graciously allowed us to continue farming in their backyard for over 6 years!  In 2021 we decided to spread our wings and purchase some more 
land here in Potsdam.  We’ve (mostly) relocated the nursery to about 5 miles across town from the MacKentley Farm, and  it’s been beyond exciting 
to watch things come together as we put down roots in yet another iteration of St. Lawrence Nurseries… 100 years in! 

OUR  LOCATION 

St. Lawrence Nurseries is located just outside the village of Potsdam on Route 56.  We’re about 20 miles from the Canadian border, in the northern-
most part of New York State. The USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map at left designates our area as Zone 3 (-30°F to -40°F average annual minimum 
temp.) In the past, our region has experienced a number of “test winters" where readings have reached -50°F (actual temperature, no wind chill). At 
these temperatures, only truly hardy plants survive; more tender varieties are weeded out. There are almost no other fruit and nut tree nurseries grow-
ing their stock in a Zone 3 location. Most grow their stock in Zones 5, 6 or 7, where plants are never exposed to -40°F or -30°F. If you live in Zone 3 
or 4, where these temperatures are a fact of life, a plant that is only hardy to -20°F will sustain winter damage in spite of wraps or other efforts. In 
contrast, our nursery stock will survive in the toughest of climates. If we can’t grow it here, we don’t sell it.  

OFF SEASON & BUSINESS HOURS 

The St. Lawrence Nurseries office is run by two people; Connor and Allyssa. We’re usually around the nursery during the day, but are outdoors much 
of the time from May through November. If you plan to stop by, please email us at trees@slngrow.com, or call  (315) 261-1925. You can leave a 
message and we will return your call as soon as possible.  For local customers, we are not able fill orders on the spot. All orders, even those for 
pickup, must be received by our deadline of April 14th. Although plant orders can only be picked up at the nursery during our pickup dates in April 
and May, you are welcome to come any time of year to visit. Come check out the various trees and edible shrubs that we grow, ask  questions, and 
give us your ideas!   This year, the dates for locals to pick up are April 15th, April 29th, and May 13th.  .   

ABOUT OUR TREES 

- Organically Grown - 

Our trees are grown using organic, and regenerative practices, because we are committed to preserving the health of the air, water, soil, and        
ourselves. We use no conventional herbicides, fungicides or pesticides. Instead of artificial fertilizers, we rely on mulch, manure, and cover crops to 
boost soil and plant health. We use natural immune boosters like compost tea to help our plants fight disease naturally. In our orchard, a regimen of 
Neem Oil and kaolin clay gives us fruit that is safe to eat. Rather than using mechanical digging machines, we hand-plant, hand-weed and hand-dig 
all of our stock.  We are not certified organic, but the principals are of the utmost importance to us. We are also moving in a regenerative, minimal-
till direction as it is clear that this is where agriculture needs to go; even for the tiniest of farms, like us!   

- Winter Tested - 

Our trees are grown in a cold, northern climate (USDA Zone 3/4). Trees that are unable to withstand temperatures of -30°F to -40°F will not survive 
our winters, and if we cannot grow it here, we don’t sell it. However, trees do grow more slowly in cold locations with short growing seasons, and 
nurseries are not exempt from this law of nature. We do not “push” our trees with artificial fertilizers, but use natural methods to encourage an opti-
mum growth rate. The result is a smaller, but tougher tree with a more balanced proportion of root to top, which will establish itself well and harden 
off properly before winter. Our trees are not like the trees that you often see lined up at your local garden center in springtime: tall, beefy specimens 
grown in a favorable climate (Zones 5 to 7) and pushed with nitrogen fertilizers. Heavy reliance on chemical fertilizers produces a “top-heavy” tree 
with a disproportionately small root, which is then machine-dug (often cutting or damaging roots in the process) and shipped, first from grower to 
wholesaler, then from wholesaler to retailer. The root is encased in fertilizer-enhanced media and potted or wrapped in burlap, which the customer is  
conveniently instructed not to remove, making it impossible to see the root system.  If you live in USDA Zone 3 or 4, you've probably been disap-
pointed before by trees that were proclaimed to be “cold hardy.” Where was the tree grown? A tree that has been through -40°F winters has proven 
itself to be truly cold hardy. This means that a tree from our nursery will grow for you even if you live in a severely cold climate, whereas a tree from 
a conventional nursery located in a warmer growing zone may winterkill or simply survive without much growth or fruit. Hardiness is our specialty!  

- Guaranteed - 

As your supplier, our job is to ship you a healthy plant that is true to name and claim. As the customer, your job is proper planting, mulching and 
regular watering of that plant.  Protection from mice, rabbits, deer and other plant-munching creatures is also up to you. If a plant fails to establish 
itself upon delivery (assuming it is planted right away!), or fails to make it through its first winter, please contact us. We will work with you to deter-
mine the fairest course of action. If it seems that the plant did not survive in spite of  proper care on your part, we will replace it at no charge. In some 
cases, we may ask you to pay for shipping or offer to split the cost of replacement with you. Tell us what went wrong, and we'll try to help you figure 
out what you can do to guarantee success with the next planting. 
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WHEN TO PLANT 
 
As soon as possible: Don't wait! Snow or frost will not hurt them!  Trees 
should be transplanted when they are dormant; before they begin to leaf 
out and grow. For most of USDA Zones 3-5, this means early to mid 
April, when the water table is still high. This is not a very comfortable 
time for you, but an early planting date can often make the difference 
between vigorous growth or lingering survival in the first season. Don't 
wait until garden-planting time! Plant your trees as soon as the ground is 
thawed. 

DAMAGE IN TRANSIT 
 
If an order is damaged in transit, please notify us right away so that we 
can replace the damaged stock as soon as possible. 
 

PLANTING GUIDE 
 
Planting and care instructions for each type of plant that we sell can be 
found in our St. Lawrence Nurseries Planting Guide. A complimentary 
copy of this booklet will be sent to you with your order (in the outside 
packet, under your shipping label.) We have also included information on 
organic pest and disease management, and many little tips that might be 
helpful to you. If you'd like a peek at the guide before your plants arrive, 
you can view it online, or we'll mail it to you for $7 (shipping included).  
 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
 
Our desire is to give you the pleasure of picking fruit from your own 
trees. During the busy season, we cannot personally oversee the selection 
and packaging of each and every order. Mistakes do happen. If you have 
questions, problems, or complaints about your order, please remember 
that we are on your side. We will be reasonable and fair with you; we ask 
only that you be honest and courteous to us.  During off-season months, 
(May through November,) we are outdoors much of the time, so it may 
take some time to respond to inquiries. 

WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR PLANTS 

IF YOU CANNOT PLANT RIGHT AWAY  

It’s always better to receive your plants early rather than late, even if 
your ground is still  frozen  when they  arrive. If  the  following  

directions are heeded, the trees will be fine until 
they can be  planted. 

1) Take off the outer white plastic wrapper. 
Inspect your plants to make sure that they are in 
good condition and your order was correctly 
filled. Look carefully… often labels and small-
er plants can be hidden down inside the inner 
root wrapper or wrapped in newspaper to    
protect them. 

2) Check the roots for moisture (left)—if they 
seem dry, undo the inner wrapper and soak the  
roots in  a  bucket of  water for several hours, 
then repack with damp sawdust. If you have a 
place in your garden that has thawed on the 
surface, it may be possible to “heel in” the 
trees: dig a shallow depression (below), lay the 
roots in it, and cover with some loose, moist 
dirt. The roots should not be exposed to air, 
even for a little while. Keep them protected 
from wind and sun until the moment of     
planting. 

3) If heeling-in is impossible, keep the trees 
(with roots in moist sawdust) in a cool, dark 
place such as a root cellar or basement. Protect 
them from sunlight and extreme temperatures. 
Plant as soon as the ground is soft enough to 
dig.  

How to check root 
moisture levels. 

How to properly “heel in.” 

Installation of a protective screen.  They should be 
wrapped lengthwise and secured by bending 3 tabs.  

PRECUT HARDWARE CLOTH SCREENS 

 

It may seem extravagant to buy screens instead of cutting your own 
from a roll of hardware cloth, but having the screens right there 
when you plant, instead of... “Oh, the trees will be OK until I get a 
chance to pick up a roll at the store...” and later, “Damn! I really 
meant to get that screened!”   

After years of hearing sad stories about girdled fruit trees, we   start-
ed offering the same 12” x 18” hardware-cloth screens that we use 
in our own orchard. We recommend hardware cloth instead of plas-
tic guards or wraps because it allows air to circulate freely around 
the stem, deterring mold and rot. The screen will make a 4-inch 
diameter cage.  Proper installation is demonstrated in the photo on 
the bottom right. Keep your trees safe from mice and rabbits! 

 

   

QUANTITY                      PRICE 

           1-2                              $7.00 

          3-10                             $6.50 

         11-15                            $6.00 

           16+                             $5.00 
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COLD HARDY APPLES: THE BASICS 

Our apple trees, like many fruit trees, are propagated by grafting; the process of joining a scion (which becomes the fruiting part, or top of the tree) to 
a rootstock (which becomes the root of the tree.) Grafting allows the two parts to grow together and function as a single plant. Although the root-
stock does have an    influence on the ultimate size and hardiness of the tree, the scion alone determines what kind of fruit the tree will yield. There-
fore, when we produce fruit trees for northern climates, there are two things to  consider: 1) which rootstock to use, and 2) which 
“cultivars” (cultivated varieties) to graft onto that  rootstock. Both must be hardy and vigorous enough to withstand the lowest winter temperatures 
and grow vigorously  during a short season. 

- Rootstock - 

The rootstock determines the ultimate size of the tree. Generally, there are “standard,” “dwarf” and “semi-dwarf” rootstocks. Choosing one or the 
other of these rootstocks does not influence the type of fruit yielded by a tree,  but for Northern growers it can have a huge effect on how winter-
hardy the tree is, how well it grows, and whether it produces a crop. “Dwarf” trees are made by grafting onto rootstocks that are inherently weak 
growers; they intentionally stunt the growth of the tree. In USDA Zone 3 or 4, the use of a dwarfing rootstock can cause even a hardy cultivar to 
winterkill or to simply linger season after season with minimal growth and no fruit. If you live in a northern climate with a short growing season, 
trees with dwarf or semi-dwarf rootstocks are a poor choice. You need a rootstock that will grow robustly for 2-3 months and then start hardening off 
for winter. We do not grow or sell dwarf or semi-dwarf apple trees, because they do not have the hardiness, vigor, and disease resistance required to 
truly thrive in our northern climate. For our apple trees we use the  seedling Antonovka; an extremely hardy and vigorous “standard” size  rootstock 
which can produce strong growth during our limited growing season. “Standard” means that  Antonovka is not a dwarfing rootstock; it will not limit 
the growth and thus the ultimate size of the tree, rather, it will allow the tree to grow freely to its full size; about 25 feet high if unpruned. For grow-
ers in Zones 3 and 4, an apple on Antonovka rootstock will be much hardier, grow more vigorously, and bear fruit sooner (and in greater quantity) 
than the same apple on dwarfing rootstock. If you wish for a smaller tree, this can be   accomplished with pruning.   A well-pruned apple tree on 
Antonovka in Zones 3-4, will be equivalent to a “semi-dwarf” tree in size (10-12 feet at maturity), and it will have many advantages. For instance, 
your tree will have the vigor to compete with grass that grows near the base of the tree, while a dwarf tree must have “clean culture” (no sod) to the 
drip line. It will not need to be guyed or staked, whereas dwarf trees tend to be shallow-rooted and usually require some support. Perhaps best of all, 
your tree may be producing fruit for your great-grandchildren, while dwarf trees must be replanted every 10-20 years. The crop yielded by your ma-
ture standard tree will also be many times greater than that of a dwarf or semi-dwarf tree. Finally, because Antonovka is a seedling rootstock (not 
clonal), you are adding genetic diversity to your orchard; thereby adding valuable disease and pest resistance. 

 

- Cultivars -  

On pages 5-9, we list over 100 varieties of apples that can be grown in our climate, each with a brief description. Usage charts are on pages 22-25 to 
help you figure out what will work best for you. Please also consider the ‘our pick’ option and packages listed on page 5. 

 

- A Word On Disease Resistance - 

It’s best to choose your varieties first for vigor and fruit quality, and secondly for disease resistance. Keeping your tree healthy will help it fend off 
disease.  Conversely, any tree that is under stress will be more likely to fall prey to disease, whether or not it is genetically disease resistant.  Proper 
basic care is the best prevention!  That said, in the chart on pages 22-25, you will see some apples are keyed out as resistant to Scab, Fireblight, and  
Cedar Apple Rust.  These apples are less susceptible, but not immune(!) to these diseases. Do not pass over a  variety simply because it is not 
“Disease Resistant.”  Disease Resistant does not mean “no spray” or “low maintenance.” Insects like  disease resistant trees just as much as  normal 
trees. 

CHOOSING  A SITE FOR YOUR APPLE TREES 

Apples prefer light, fertile soils and a south-facing slope if available. Your trees will grow faster on a well drained, sandy loam soil. They will not 
grow well in wet, heavy clay or pure sand without significant amendment.  Another consideration is proximity to your dwelling, especially for fruit 
trees which require care every year. Will it be “out of sight, out of mind?” You want to avoid that! 

- Spacing - 

Plant your apple trees 20 feet apart if they are to be kept well-pruned; 25+ feet if they will be allowed to grow to full size. 

 

- Planting - 

Get your trees in the ground as soon as you can. Have your holes dug before the trees even arrive if possible. For details on planting, see our Plant-
ing Guide (hard copy included with order): www.slngrow.com/pages/full-planting-guide.    

 

- Water -  

Each tree should receive 5 to 10 gallons of water per day until the end of May, and the same amount at least two to three times per week until mid-
July (August in a dry year).  Make sure you have a convenient delivery system! 

 

- Pollination - 

Most of the apple cultivars that we offer require a pollinator (an apple of another variety) to produce fruit; unless otherwise indicated in the descrip-
tion. However, even self-fruitful varieties produce better crops with cross-pollination.  Don’t stress! Any wild apple or flowering crab within 500 
yards will do the trick… and there is almost always a wild apple lurking somewhere nearby.  That said, more diversity will always yield heavier 
crops, so we  strongly recommend that the backyard  gardener plant more than one apple variety in his/her orchard  when possible.  

 

- Fruition - 

An apple tree from our nursery, planted in good soil, and maintained  adequately by its new owner (rabbit protection, pruning, mulching, manure, 
attention to pest problems) can be expected to bear fruit in 4-5 years. 
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Adanac:  < -50°F or colder. Battleford open pollinated.  Ripens in 

early-mid September.  Yellow with red wash. Small fruit; a good 

cooking apple that will keep 2-3 months in storage. Super cold-hardy. 

*Alexander:  -50°F. Russian importation. Ripens in late August thru 

early     September.  Red with striping.  Large size, good cooking 

qualities. (Great pie apple!). Ripens continuously over several weeks. 

Alton:  -50°F.  Early McIntosh X NY 845.  Ripens in late September 

thru early October.  Solid red skin.  White, fine grained flesh, bleed-

ing to pink when ripe.  Pleasant flavor, good for eating or cooking. 

Not a keeper.  

Anoka:  < -50°F.   Mercer X Duchess.  Ripens in late August thru 

early Sept.  Red/yellow.  Bears at a young age and is good for culi-

nary use.   

*Ashmeades Kernel:  40°F.  Old English apple; unknown parentage.  

Ripens in October. Red/yellow russet.  Fruit of highest quality. Will 

keep 3-4 months. Makes excellent cider. 

Apple trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Regular price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options and packages are listed below. 

‘Our Pick’ Apples, $30/tree: 

It’s always sad to see beautiful young fruit trees with  lesser-known names go unsold.   To encourage our customers to try a variety which they 

may never have heard of, we offer “our pick” option. You chose the type of  apple you are looking for, and we chose a tree that fits the bill!     

The categories are listed below: 

Late-Season  Early-Season 

Good for Hard Cider 

Super Cold Hardy Heritage Good Fresh Eating 

Good for Sweet Cider Good for Baking 

Mid-Season 

Apple Package #1 
Good Market Sellers 

 
Early McIntosh 

Henry Clay 
Jonamac 
Red Hook 

St. Lawrence 
 

5 trees, $150 

     Apple Package #2                          
     Super Cold Hardy 

 
Enigma 

Harold Beattie 
Nova Easy-Gro 

Oriole 
Redstone Canyon Gold 

 
5 trees, $150 

Apple Package #4 
Heirloom Cultivars 

 
Early Harvest 

Fameuse 
Jenner Sweet 

Northwestern Greening 
Scott Winter 

 
5 trees, $150 

Apple Package #3 
Good Fresh Eating 

 
Ashmeades Kernel 

Black Oxford 
Chenango Strawberry 

Freedom 
Sunrise 

 
5 trees, $150 

Atlas: -50°F. Winter St. Lawrence X Duchess.  Ripens in late August 

thru early September.  Red.  Tender skin, good for cooking and eat-

ing. Beautiful stark white flesh against dark red skin. Keeps well. 

Tree is vigorous and productive.         

Bancroft: < -50°F.  McIntosh X Forest.  Ripens in October.  Red.  

Quality is fair when ripe but improves significantly with storage. This 

exceptional keeper regularly bears at a young age! 

Beacon: -50°F.  Malinda X Wealthy.  Ripens in late august thru early 

Sept.  Red. Sweet, tasty and juicy. The flesh is sometimes streaked 

with red. Tree is highly productive, and resistant to both scab and 

fireblight.  

*Ben Davis: -50°F.  Unknown  parentage.  Ripens in late august thru 

early Sept.  Yellow with red striping.  Great for cooking almost all 

year! Grows vigorously and fruits   annually at a young age. Fruit 

quality is fair;  can somewhat dry.  Best after several months in stor-

age; they will  keep until Spring.  

*Denotes Heirloom Variety   +Denotes SLN Introduction                                                               Apple use charts may be found on pages 22-25 
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Caroll:  -50°F.  Moscow Pear seedling.  Ripens in mid-late August.  

Red.  An excellent eating apple that is also good for cooking. Strong 

branching habit, and an annual bearer.  

Chenango Strawberry:  -40°F.  Unknown  parentage; old American.  

Ripens in late August thru mid September.  Yellow with red striping.  

Beautiful fruit with an exaggerated 'Delicious' shape. Excellent des-

sert quality. Annual bearer, ripening over long season.  

Chestnut Crab:  -50°F.  Malinda X Crab.  Ripens early-mid Septem-

ber. Red/yellow.  A delightfully sweet and tasty crabapple with white 

flowers. 2 to 2 1/2 inches in size. Vigorous grower. Makes  very rich 

cider.  

Cortland:  -40°F.  Ben Davis X McIntosh.  Ripens in mid September 

thru early October.  The white flesh is slow to discolor on exposure to 

air. A good all-purpose apple, favored for cooking and cider. Annual 

bearer. 

*Denotes Heirloom Variety   +Denotes SLN Introduction                                                                Apple use charts may be found on pages 22-25 

Fireside:  -50°F.  McIntosh X Longfield.  Ripens in early October.  

Red.  An excellent dessert apple. Good keeper; resistant to cedar-apple 

rust. 

Freedom: -50°F.  (Macoun X Antonovka) X NY49821-46.  Ripens in 

late September thru early October.  Red.   A very good quality fresh-

eating, cider and cooking apple. Keeps well in  storage. Tree is vigor-

ous and disease resistant. Natural semi-dwarf.  

Frostbite: -50°F. Malinda open pollinated (a.k.a. MN 447).  Ripens in 

late September thru early October.  Dark red.  Small (2 1/2 inches), 

with an intense tart/sweet flavor and crisp, juicy texture. Grandparent 

to Honeycrisp, and used since the 1920's in Minnesota's breeding pro-

gram.  

*Golden Russet: -50°F.  English russet seedling.  Ripens in October.  

Yellow russet.  Yields the best-flavored cider. Hard fruit; stores all 

winter. When using for cider, mix with juicy varieties to get a good 

blend of flavor and volume. 

Goldrush:  -30°F.  Golden Delicious X PRI 1689-110.  Ripens in Oc-

tober.  Yellow.  A firm, crisp apple with complex flavor that is good to 

excellent eating at harvest and improves with storage. Excellent keep-

er. Scab-resistant.  

Goodland:  < -50°F.  Patten Greening open pollinated.  Ripens in early

-mid September. Red/yellow.  Flesh is crisp, juicy and tender, makes 

delicious, aromatic sauce and is also an excellent eating apple.  Produc-

tive; annual bearer.  

*Gravenstein:  -40°F.   Unknown parentage.  Ripens in mid-late Sept. 

Yellow washed with crimson.  A very old apple from Denmark dating 

back to 1669. It has a sweet/tart flavor and is good for eating, sauce and 

pies. Fine-grained, light yellow flesh. Ripens over a long season.  

*Grimes Golden:  -40°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in late Septem-

ber thru early October.  Yellow.  Given the rating of 'very good to best' 

by Beach in The Apples of New York. Excellent fresh eating. Nicely 

textured, crisp, aromatic. Not a good keeper.  

+*Hadlock Reinette:  -40°F.  McIntosh X Golden Russet.  Ripens in 

October.  Bronze russet.  Juicy, flavorful. Flesh firm and fine textured. 

Good for eating or cider. Similar to Golden Russet.  

 Haralred: < -50°F.  Bud mutation from Haralson.  Ripens in late Sept-

tem                                          ember. Bright Red. Firm with white flesh- 

a b                                            a bit sweeter than Haralson. Good keeper 

wi                                            with some resistance to fireblight.                                                                                          

Apple trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options and packages are listed on page 5. 

+*Dodd Banana:  -50°F.  Unknown parentage (Possibly Winter Ba-

nana X ?).   Ripens in early-mid September.  Red/yellow.  A specialty  

apple with a banana aroma; hardier than its purported parent. Good 

all-purpose apple.  

Dolgo Crab:  < -50°F.  Siberian crab.  Ripens in late August thru 

early September.  Small, good flavored fruit that is highly ornamental 

and great for  jelly.  Classic “flowering crab” with early white 

blooms.  Fireblight and scab resistant.  

Douce de Charlevoix:  -50°F. Unknown; discovered by Claude Jo-

licoeur of    Quebec.  Ripens in mid September.  Green with red over-

lay.   This is the debut appearance of this Jolicoeur cider apple in the 

SLN catalog.  It has been characterized as similar to French cider 

varieties.  Will yield a high volume of low acid, medium sugar, high 

tannin juice. The tree is a  notably annual bearer of attractive 2.5” 

fruit.  

+Douglas Wormless: -50°F.  Stone X Duchess.  Ripens in early-mid 

September. Red/yellow.  Medium to large, very good, sweet eating 

apple. Keeps well. Resistant to tent caterpillar and scab. As close to 

"no spray" as it gets.  

Early Cortland:  -50°F.   Cortland X Lodi.  Ripens in early August.  

Fruit is somewhat similar to Cortland, but tarter. Stores well for an 

early apple. Tree a vigorous grower. 

*Early Harvest: < -50°F.  Unknown parentage.                                   

Ripens in late July thru early August. Yellow.                                           

A very early apple; on  the tart side and good                                            

for sauce and baking.  Cultivated for 200 years!  

Bilodeau Crab: < -50°F.  Unknown; discovered                                  

by Claude Jolicoeur of    Quebec.  Ripens in                                      

October. Red/yellow.  Particularly good for cidermaking, thanks to its 

high sugar and high acid . 

*Black Oxford:  < -50°F.  Unknown; Oxford county, ME.  Ripens in 

October.  Very dark red; nearly black!  Great for eating, cooking, 

cider and drying. Very hard when picked; at its best after a couple of 

months in storage. Tends toward biennial bearing.  

Cameo: -30°F.   Unknown parentage; Dryden, WA.  Ripens in Octo-

ber. Yellow/green with red striping.  Attractive, medium to large ap-

ple with sweet-tart flavor. Very good for fresh eating. Good keeper.  

*Canada Baldwin:  -50°F.  Open pollinated seedling of Pomme de 

Fer. Ripens in early-mid September. Green with red blush/striping.  

Flesh white tinged with red. Juicy, excellent fresh eating and cider. 

Bears annually; heavy cropper. Not related to Baldwin.  

*Eastman Sweet: < -50°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in late Sep-

tember thru early October.  Red striped.  Attractive fruit with rich, 

sweet, yellowish flesh. Tree bears heavily and is long-lived. 

Empire: -40°F.  Red Delicious X McIntosh.  Ripens in late Septem-

ber.  Red.  Grown by many commercial orchards.  Good for ci-

der.  Excellent quality, and stores well.  Bears at a young age.   

Enigma:  < -50°F.   Haralson X Rescue.  Ripens in mid September.  
Yellow with a heavy red blush.  Very large, round, aromatic apple 
good for cooking and fresh eating. Similar to Norkent. 

*Fameuse:  -50°F.  Originally from France (a.k.a. Snow Apple).  

Ripens in mid August thru early September.  Yellow/red.  Known 

among old-timers as the "Snow apple." White, juicy flesh, sometimes 

tinged with red streaks. Excellent for eating and for cider. 

                                 Early McIntosh:  -50°F.  McIntosh X Yellow                                     

     Trans. Ripens in late August thru early Septem-

ber.  Yellow/red.  White, tender flesh with pleasant flavor. Good for 

home and markets. 
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*Jenner Sweet: -40°F. Fameuse X Crab.  Ripens in late August thru 

early September.  Yellow with red.  Originated in Colton, NY on the 

Howard Jenner farm. Good flavored, sweet apple. Similar to Fameuse.  

Jonamac: -40°F.  Jonathan X McIntosh.  Ripens in late September 

thru early October.  Red.  Attractive, firm fruit with flavor similar to 

McIntosh; fruit hangs well on tree. Great for eating and sauce.  

+Jordan Russet: < -50°F. Unknown parentage.  Ripens in October.  

Yellow russet.  Juicy, hard, excellent keeper. Makes delicious cider.  

Joyce: -50°F. McIntosh X Liveland Raspberry.  Ripens in late Au-

gust thru early September.  Yellow, washed with red.  Canadian culti-

var. Juicy, white-fleshed, aromatic. Somewhat similar to McIntosh.  

+Kaneb Sweet: -50°F. Tolman Sweet X Yellow Transparent.  Ripens 

in early-mid August. Yellow.  Small to medium-sized apple. Tender-

skinned, juicy and sweet. Excellent fresh eating and for sauce. Keeps 

2 to 3 months in storage.  

+Kathryn’s Favorite: -50°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in mid 

September.  Yellow washed with red.  A rich-flavored, sweet and 

spicy apple excellent for fresh eating. Keeps well. Named for Fred L. 

Ashworth's daughter. 

Keepsake: -50°F.  Frostbite X Northern Spy.  Ripens in October.  Red.  

Very high dessert quality; firm, crisp, juicy and sweet. Excellent keep-

er. Univ of MN introduction.  

King Luscious: -50°F.  Unknown; North Carolina 1935.  Ripens in 

October.  Green/yellow washed with red.  Very large. The flesh is yel-

lowish-white, fine-grained, crisp and juicy. Flavorful, great for baking 

or cooking. 

Kola Crab: < -50°F. Elk River X Duchess.  Ripens in late September 

thru October.  Bright green.  Large green crab apple with lovely aroma 

and high tannins. A great candidate for hard cider. Sturdy rounded 

shape with leaves that turn bright, beautiful red in the fall. 

Leafland Greening: -40°F. Unknown parentage.                             

Ripens in late September. Greenish yellow.                                      

Green cooking apple; especially nice for                                               

pies, cobblers, etc. 

Mutsu: -40°F. Golden Delicious X Indo.    Ripens in October.  Yel-

low/green.  Sweet, complex and spicy flavor. Bred in Japan and intro-

duced in 1948, but rebranded "Crispin" in 1968. Large and often 

somewhat lumpy- an apple with personality!  

Newtosh: -30°F. McIntosh X Yellow Newtown. Ripens in mid Sep-

tember.  Red.  Produces a high percentage of extra-fancy fruits. Skin 

similar to McIntosh; flesh like Yellow Newtown (the latter given a 

"best" rating in Beach's Apples of New York).  

Niagara: -50°F. Carlton X McIntosh.  Ripens in late August.  Red.  

The tree is an exceptionally vigorous grower. Fruit is similar to McIn-

tosh, boasting high dessert quality.  

Norland:  < -50°F. Rescue X Melba.  Ripens in early-mid August.  

Red striped.  A juicy, well-colored apple for fresh eating, juice, cider, 

sauce and pies. Tree is a natural dwarf and produces crops at an early 

age. A super hardy cultivar.  

*Northern Spy: -50°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in October.  

Yellow with red stripes. Light yellow flesh, fine grained, crisp, and 

juicy. Described by Beach as "very good to best." Tree is hardy, but 

requires a long ripening season; fruit does not always ripen fully in 

Zone 3/4.  

Nova Easy-Gro: < -50°F. Spartan X PRI 56.  Ripens in early-mid 

September.  Introduced by the Canadian Dept. of Agriculture. White-

fleshed and scab-resistant; good for cooking and eating; a fair keeper.    

Northwestern Greening: < -50°F. Golden Russet X Alexander.   

Ripens in late September thru early October.  Green with red wash.  

Large fruit, crisp, firm, juicy, with slight aroma. Great pie apple!  

Oriole: < -50°F. Yellow Transparent X Liveland Raspberry.  Ripens 

in mid-late August.  Yellow with red striping.  An excellent quality 

dessert or cooking apple. Tree is extremely productive. 

Ormiston Roy: -50°F. Unknown Parentage.  Ripens in October.  

Clusters of bright orange fruit. A well-known ornamental that hangs 

on the tree late into winter, providing beauty & welcome food for the 

birds.  

Parkland: < -50°F.  Rescue X Melba.  Ripens in late August.  Red. 

Ss                                       similar to Norland, but keeps better. Small 

fru                                        fruit on a compact tree.  Good for fresh                          

e                                            eating and for cooking.  

Apple trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options and packages are listed on page 5. 

+Harold Beattie: < -50°F.  Duchess X Wild Apple.  Ripens in early-

mid September.  Red.   A selection out of the Northeast Kingdom of 

Vermont.  Firm red fruit ripens over 1-2 weeks in September.  Flesh 

is white, becoming flecked with pink as the fruit ripens.  Shows some 

possible resistance to scab.  

*Henry Clay:  -40°F.    Unknown parentage.  Ripens in early Sep-
tember.  Yellow/red.  Stark offered this variety in the 1990s.  The 
fruit is similar to Yellow Transparent. 

Honeycrisp: -40°F. Keepsake X Unknown.  Ripens in late Septem-

ber.  Red with some yellow.  A sweet, exceptionally crisp-textured 

apple rated superior to McIntosh and Delicious for fresh eating. Good 

keeper.  

Honeygold:  < -50°F. Haralson X Golden Delicious.  Ripens in Octo-

ber.  Yellow.  The north's answer to Yellow Delicious! Similar flavor 

and texture, but with superior storage qualities.  

Hyslop Crab: < -50°F. Unknown parentage.  Dark red.  Ripens in 

mid September.  White flowers, yellow fleshed red crab, good for 

culinary purposes. Tree is upright, and vigorous.  

Milton: -40°F.  McIntosh X Yellow Transparent.  Ripens in mid-late 

August.  Pinkish red.  Similar to McIntosh in flavor but more aro-

matic, great for sauce. The tree is a annual bearer and resistant to rust.   

MN 1734: < -50°F. Unknown parentage.  Ripens in late September 

thru early October. Bronze russet.  One of the russets. Small fruit is 

hard, yellow-fleshed, and richly flavored. Makes excellent tasting 

cider.    Annual producer of heavy crops. Keeps all winter in storage.  

Montreal Beauty:  -50°F. Unknown Parentage.  Ripens in early Sep-

tember.  Red flushed with Yellow.   Though it is primarily grown for 

its prolific white spring blossoms, the 2” diameter fruit are perfect for 

culinary purposes. 

Melba:  -50°F.  McIntosh X Liveland Raspberry. Ripens in mid Au-
gust thru mid September. Yellow washed with crimson.  Attractive, 
high quality fruit. Tree is productive and bears at a young age. Silver 
medal winner by American Pomological Society.  Ripens over sever-
al weeks.  

Haralson: < -50°F.  Malinda X Wealthy.  Ripens in                       

late September. Red and yellow striping.   A                                      

vigorous and productive tree. Firm, white flesh                                  

with a mild, pleasant flavor; good for cooking and                            

cider. Some moderate resistance to fireblight. 

                                Manitoba:  < -50°F. Duchess X Tolman Sweet.  

                   Ripens in late September thru early October.  

     Yellow with red blush. Fine-grained melting 

white flesh with spicy flavor, very good cooking quality. Vigorous! 

*Denotes Heirloom Variety   +Denotes SLN Introduction                                                                Apple use charts may be found on pages 22-25 

7 



Puritan: -50°F. McIntosh X Red Astrachan.  Ripens in late August.  

Red.  White flesh, good flavor, somewhat tart– a McIntosh type. The 

tree has good structure.  Tends to bear biennially.  

Purdy: < -50°F. Old Russian.  Ripens in late September.  Yellow 

with red blush.  A large apple with tart but pleasant flavor. Apples 

ripen over a long season and, if left, will hang on the tree into No-

vember. Discovered in the Adirondacks in a cold Zone 3. 

Purple Passion: -50°F. Unknown; crab cross.  Ripens in September.  

Deep red.  A large, red-fleshed apple; great for coloring cider (hard 

and sweet) and may be combined with other apples to produce pink 

sauce. Good tannins.  A beauty to cook with as well! 

Quinte: -50°F. Crimson Beauty X Red Melba. Ripens in late July.   

Yellow with a heavy red blush.  Earliest good eating apple. Cream 

colored flesh is very tender. Annual bearer of heavy crops; the tree is 

a very strong grower; requires pruning.  

Red Astrachan: -50°F. Swedish importation.  Ripens in early Au-

gust.   Green with red.  Beautiful appearance. Can be used for cook-

ing before fully ripe. Good quality eating when ripe. Flesh white, 

often tinged with red. Brisk, slightly tart flavor.  

Red Baron: -50°F. Golden Delicious X Daniels Red Duchess.  Rip-

ens in early September.   Yellow with deep red blush.  Crisp, juicy 

flesh is good for fresh eating, pies and sauce. Stores well. Tree is 

tolerant to fireblight and bears at a young age.  

Red McIntosh: -50°F. McIntosh Sport.  Ripens in early September. 

Bright red.   A darker red 'sport' or bud mutation of the original, well-

loved McIntosh.  

Redant: < -50°F. Antonovka OP.  Ripens in late September.  Yellow 

with red wash.  Originated in Morden, Manitoba. A large, white-

fleshed, sweet and mild apple that beckons                                      

you to take a  few more bites.  Good for                                         

eating & cooking. Keeps well in storage.  

Secor: -40°F. Salome X Jonathan.  Ripens in October.  Red striped.  

Keeps well until Spring. Juicy fruit with good flavor and texture. 

September Ruby: < -50°F. Rescue X Haralson.  Ripens in late Au-

gust.  Red.  Fruit is medium size, moderately acid; very good for eat-

ing, pies, and juice. Stores well. Annually productive. 

Sharon: -50°F. McIntosh X Longfield.  Ripens in early September.  
Red striped.  High quality, similar to McIntosh, but sweeter and firm-
er. Tree vigorous and productive. Ripens over long season.  

Smokehouse: -50°F. Vandevere open pollinated.  Ripens in October.  
Red striped.  Great all-purpose apple with a pleasant, spicy-sweet 
flavor. The tree is a vigorous grower; requires heavy pruning. Relia-
ble cropper.  

St. Edmund’s Russet: -50°F. Unknown parentage; old English.  
Ripens in late September.  Orange russet.  The earliest ripening rus-
set. Very juicy and flavorful; makes excellent cider. Listed among the 
6 best apples grown in England.  

St. Lawrence: -50°F. Fameuse open pollinated.  Ripens in late Octo-
ber. Red/yellow.   Tender, fine-grained white flesh becomes stained 
with red when ripe. Very good for eating; has mild, pleasant flavor.  

State Fair: < -50°F. Mantet X Oriole.  Bright red.  Ripens in mid 
August.  White-fleshed, crisp and juicy. Excellent for fresh eating. 
Ffff                                             Fruit ripens uniformly.   

Apple trees are 3 to 4 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options and packages are listed on page 5. 

 

+Pharoah: -50°F. Unknown parentage.  Ripens in early September.  

Red with yellow striping. A large, tasty all-purpose apple found local-

ly. Unknown parentage, but likely old varieties.  

+Peirce Pasture: < -50°F. Bethel X Alexander.  Ripens in October.  

Red striped.  Large apple with coarse, yellowish flesh and excellent    

flavor. Keeps well. Good for fresh eating, cider and cooking.  

Priscilla: -50°F. Starking Delicious X PRI 610-2.  Ripens in early-

mid September.  Red.  Very productive annual bearer that tends to 

overbear if fruit not thinned. Field immune to scab; also resistant to 

fireblight and cedar apple rust. Medium-size fruit has good taste and 

crisp flesh with licorice overtones. 

Peace Garden: -50°F. Malinda X Duchess.  Ripens in October.  Red 
striped.  Flesh very firm and juicy; good eating quality that improves 
in storage.  Fruit hangs well on the tree, and keeps for several months. 

Pewaukee: -50°F. Duchess X Northern Spy. Ripens in late Septem-

ber thru early October.  Yellow with red streaking.  Medium to large 

apple with firm white flesh, coarse and juicy. Good fresh eating and 

cooking. Keeps well.  

Redwell: -50°F. Scott Winter OP.  Ripens in late September.  Red 

over yellow.  Cream-colored mild flesh; good for eating, baking and 

sauce. Keeps until January in proper storage. Tree has strong struc-

ture and bears annually.   

Regent: -50°F. Red Duchess X Delicious.  Ripens in late September.  
Bright red over yellow.  Very juicy; flavor as good or better than Red 
Delicious. High dessert quality does not diminish in storage. Fruit 
hangs well, rarely dropping before harvest. Resistant to cedar apple 
rust. 

Rescue:  < -50°F. Seedling of Blushed Calville.  Ripens in early Au-

gust.  Yellow, with red striping or wash.  Extremely hardy Canadian 

apple-crab of good quality. Favorite with Alaskan growers. Flesh is 

yellowish with sweet flavor. Pick slightly before ripe for best quality.  

Rhuby: -50°F. Unknown parentage (aka NY18491).  Ripens in mid-

late September.  Red.  Rhuby produces medium to large fruit that is 

great for eating, baking and  for sweet cider. It is resistant to scab and 

fireblight. Named after the MacKentley's  grand-daughter, Ella 

Rhuby. 

+Richardson: -50°F. St. Lawrence X Duchess. Ripens in September.  

Red.  The white flesh has a rich, mellow flavor. The tree is a vigorous 

grower and is regularly productive.  

*Scott Winter: -50°F. Seedling from VT.  Ripens in mid-late Sep-

tember.   Mottled red over green.  Flesh tinged with yellow, some-

times stained with red. Very juicy, some-what tart in early part of 

season, becoming milder toward season's end. Tree bears young.  

Patterson: < -50°F. Columbia X Melba.  Ripens in                                        

mid September. Yellow with red blush.  Flavor                                   

is very mild; good quality for eating and                                              

culinary use. Keeps well. Hardy in Saskatoon,                                

Saskatchewan!  

Paula Red: -50°F. Unknown parentage.  Ripens in late August.  Red.  

A white-fleshed, very juicy apple of great all-purpose quality.  

                                          Red Hook:  -50°F. Carlton X McIntosh.              

r                                               ripens in late September.  Deep red.  

Fff                                        flesh is white or cream, with outer half 

ttttt                                   turning pink when fully ripe. Very good               

e                                     eating apple but not great for processing.  

+Redstone Canyon Gold: < -50°F. Unknown parentage. Ripens in 

October.  Yellow.  A yellow apple from Colorado of very high quali-

ty for eating or cooking.  The fruit is very firm, sweet, and juicy with 

complex flavor.  Keeps very well and is at its best after 1-2 months in 

storage  Brought to our attention by Scott Skogerboe.  

*Denotes Heirloom Variety   +Denotes SLN Introduction                                                                Apple use charts may be found on pages 22-25 
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Hardiness  

E - Extremely hardy, to -50° F or colder.  

V - Very hardy, to -50° F with occasional winter injury. 

M - Moderately hardy, to -40°F  with occasional injury. 

 

How long before it fruits? A pear tree from our  

nursery, if planted in good soil and maintained  

adequately by its new owner (rabbit protection, mulching, ma-

nure, attention to pests,)  should yield its first fruit in 3-5 yrs. 

Cultivar Hardiness Season Description 

Ayers E Early September 

Medium sized fruit; very flavorful and sweet. An Anjou cross that grows well in Danville, 

VT. Skin is rose-tinted and somewhat russeted. Tree shape is quite columnar. Resistant to 

fireblight.  

Bolshaya E Early September 

Bolshaya (large in Russian), is a round, ussurian pear of Russian origin. Green, and resem-

bling an apple, this is among the hardiest of all Russian pears, yet is still very high quality. 

New to the USA! Originally evaluated by the South-Ural Research Institute. 

Bulgaria E Early September 

Bulgaria is another release from South-Ural Research Institute of Fruit & Vegetable Grow-

ing and a newcomer to the United States.  Less is known about this pear, though it is de-

scribed as an excellent eating pear ripening around the same time as Bolshaya.  

Apple trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options and packages are listed on page 5. 

Stone: < -50°F.  Blue Pearmain X Unknown.                                     
Ripens in late September.  Red striped.                                            
Locally known and esteemed variety. The tree                                     
is long-lived and healthy. Sweet, yellow flesh                                
with great flavor. Tends to overbear, so fruit may need to be thinned. 

Sunrise:  -50°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in September.   Yel-
low.  This apple has a unique, pear-grape flavor. Great fresh eating! 

Sweet Sixteen:  -50°F.  Frostbite X Northern Spy.  Ripens in mid 
September.  Red striped.  A spicy, rich-flavored, sweet, crisp apple 
with good storage qualities. Mild, coarse, yellow flesh; perfect eating.  

Sweet Winesap: -30°F. Unknown parentage.  Ripens in October.   
Red.  Keeps until May in cold storage, until April in common storage. 
Excellent quality for eating, baking and cooking. Sweet; good flavor.   

Tolman Sweet:  -50°F.  Sweet Greening X Old Russet.  Ripens in 
late September thru early October.  Yellow.  A hard, sweet-fleshed 
apple, locally well-known and liked. A good grower and long lived.  

Violi’s Hanging Crab: < -50°F.  Unknown parentage.  Ripens in 
October. Red. A large (2 inch) conical crab that hangs on the tree into 
winter. Very productive. Good flavor; slight astringency.  

Winter Redflesh: < -50°F. Sasha X Redflesh.  Ripens in October.  
Red.  Small redfleshed fruit that is excellent for sauce and jelly (gives 
great color too!) Abundant purple flowers in spring, and has dark red 
colored leaves.  

Winter Wildlife Crab: -50°F. Unknown parentage. Ripens in Octo-
ber.  Red/yellow. A crab with 1-inch diameter fruit which hangs on 
the tree all winter.  Provides perfect winter forage for birds, deer, etc.    

Wodarz: < -50°F. Unknown (Wodarz 83).  Ripens in late September 
thru early October.   Green and knobby.  A joint release of N. Dakota 
and the R.L. Wodarz family, this "ugly" apple is very sweet and 
stores well. Somewhat tolerant to fireblight. 

*Wolf River: < -50°F. Alexander open pollinated.  Ripens in Septem-
ber.   Red striped.   Very large and shapely, attractive variety. Good 
cooker and favored for pies.   

*Yellow Transparent: < -50°F.  Russian importation.  Ripens in late 
July thru early August.   Yellow.  Begins to ripen in July, is excellent 
for cooking (some say it makes the best sauce) and good for eating.  

Zestar: -50°F  State Fair X Frostbite.  Ripens in mid August. Green 
with heavy red blush.    A newer cultivar from the Minnesota breeding 
program. Sweet, crisp & juicy. Excellent summer apple. Keeps several 
weeks in cold storage.  

                      White Astrachan: -50°F. Early Russian.  Rip- 
                      ens in early-mid August.   Green overlaid with 
        red stripes.  Very similar to Red Astrachan, this 
cultivar became popular in the Midwest 100 years ago. White flesh 
and high quality eating. Not a keeper.  

Pear trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.   “Our Pick” prices are listed below. 

We’re proud to offer the widest selection of cold-hardy pears out there!  We provide pear varieties 
that will thrive where the  standard commercial varieties will not make it.     
Rootstock  The rootstocks we use for our pears are Pyrus communis and Pyrus ussuriensis;  hardy 
and vigorous growers which produce “standard” (full-sized)  tree. 
 
Spacing Plant pear trees about 20 feet apart. 
 
Pollination Most pear cultivars need to be cross-pollinated by a different   variety in order to produce 
a crop. We do have a few (as noted in the descriptions) that are self-fruitful; these still benefit from 
pollination! 

*Denotes Heirloom Variety   +Denotes SLN Introduction     

Westfield Seek-no-Further: -50°F.   New England origin.  in late 
September.  Red. Ripens Beach rates this "very good to best," a rare 
distinction in his Apples of New York. It flourishes in well-drained, 
gravelly or loamy soil. Flesh is rich-tasting and pleasantly aromatic. 
Good all-purpose household apple. 
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and we’ll choose 4 varieties that 

will pollinate each other. 



Cabot E September 

Medium sized fruit and extremely winter hardy.  The flesh is melting, sweet, aromatic, and 

good for fresh eating.  Introduced by Armando Bona of Vermont.  A profusion of double 

blossoms in the Spring make it a great ornamental as well!  

+Ely E October 

The parent tree has been growing in Ely, MN for at least 100 years.  Brought to our atten-

tion by Sandy Okstad.  Small, sweet, good for canning and processing.  This tree has to be 

hardy, if you know anything about Ely, MN!  

Jubilee E Late August 

Intensely vigorous across the board, this cross of P. ussuriensis and P. communis will handle 

-50° F with ease, and then go on produce a bumper crop the following summer! The small-

er, round, somewhat tart fruit is good for canning, but customer reports indicate that Jubi-

lee’s best use is for fermented pear cider– Perry!  

Krasnobokaya E September 

Another Russian pear and another newcomer! Krasnobokaya, meaning something akin to 

“red-sided,” is appropriately named. This medium-sized green pear will develop a very 

slight blush as it ripens. Sweet, buttery flesh and fruit that will keep up to 2 months. Origi-

nally evaluated by the South-Ural Research Institute of Fruit & Vegetable Growing.  

Larinskaya E Late September 

Another recent addition out of the South-Ural Research Institute. This smaller, roundish 

pear (similar in appearance to Ure) is good for eating and canning. May last 6-8 weeks in 

regular storage. The result of a cross between selected seedlings of Ussuriysk pear 41-15-9 

and Clapp’s Favorite.  

Loma E-V Late August 
A large, roundish pear from the Saguenay area of Quebec; 2 hours north of Quebec City. 

High quality eating; a good choice for places with a short growing season. Self-fertile.  

+Nova V Mid September 
Among our best eating pears. Named by Bill MacKentley after his daughter Nova. Large, 

round, melting and juicy. Can be used green or ripe. Hangs well on tree and is self fertile.  

Ovaltaya E September 

Ovaltaya is yet another release from South-Ural Research Institute of Fruit & Vegetable 

Growing, and another newcomer to the United States and our catalog.  Again here, less is 

known about this cultivar, but it has a reputation for exceptional vigor, hardiness, and as a 

great eating pear.   

Patten E Early October 
Very large fruit with excellent eating quality. One of the latest-ripening pears. Should be 

picked about 1 week before ripe and allowed to ripen in cool storage.  

+Savignac V September 
Very sweet juicy pear with few grit cells. Originated near Quebec City, Canada, in a very 

cold area. Brought to our attention by Henri Bernard.  

+Schroeder Hardy E September 

This pear has been around for over 90 years.   Displays intense vigor and regularly ripens in 

North Dakota, bearing large fruit with sweet, melting flesh; good for fresh eating and can-

ning, with very few grit cells.  

Severianka E Late August 

Another new Russian cultivar!  This pear was also evaluated at South-Ural, and was select-

ed for eating quality and vigor.  Trees regularly bear 3 years after planting, and a 6-7 year 

old tree can regularly produce 45 lbs. of fruit! Ripens in late August and is best picked a few 

days early; not a keeper.  

SoSweet E Early September 

Aptly named, this exceptionally sweet and juicy pear, this tree will not keep you waiting! 

Tends to bear young and occasionally needs fruit thinning. Will produce a prodigious 

amount of medium-sized, round green fruit, ripening in late summer. Self-fertile!  

Southworth  V Late September 
Good-flavored, Bartlett-sized, sweet pear with juicy flesh that is firm becoming melting. 

Self-fertile. Tree is a strong, vigorous grower. Originated in Northern NY.  

Taylor Apple-Pear E Early October 

Despite the name, this is a variety of Asian pear. Among the only cold-hardy varieties out 

there! Green with a red blush, this round, crisp, pear can indeed resemble an apple.  TAP is 

extremely vigorous, productive, and disease resistant; a great candidate for the harshest of 

climates.  Will store for 8-10 months.  

Vekovaya E Early September 

One more new Russian pear!  This one is the result of 6+ decades of breeding work. The 

tree bears large, classically shaped pears that develop a beautiful red blush over 30-40% of 

the fruit as it ripens. The crisp, juicy fruit will keep for 1-2 months.  

Pear trees are 3 to 5 ft. in height.   Price per tree is $33.  Specially priced “our pick” options listed below; additional varieties online. 

Cultivar Hardiness Season                                                                           Description 
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Ripening Times (approximately):   

 

Polaris is our earliest blueberry, generally ripening around July 1st.  Next up, 

coming in around the 10th of July,  we have Northblue, Northcountry, North-

land, and Patriot.   A week or two later, (~July 20th)  Chippewa and    Superior 

will be ready to pick! Finally, ringing in the end of blueberry season in the 

north country,  we have Bluegold; ripening up around the first week of August.  

This will vary some, based on your climate and geography. 

 

Pollination: 

 

Most of our cultivars are self-fruitful. Chippewa and Polaris require a pollina-

tor of a different variety nearby, but even self-fruitful varieties will have an 

enhanced crop  (quantity as well as fruit size!) with more than one    variety in 

a planting. 

 

Spacing: 

 

Northblue and Northcountry should be spaced at about 3-4 feet, while 

Bluegold, Chippewa, Patriot, Polaris and Superior require 4-5 feet between 

plants. Northland should be allowed  5-6 feet between plants. Spacing between 

rows should be 6 to 8 ft. 

 

8 to 18 inch plants, $14.00 each.  $245 package of 20, mixed varieties (you choose). 

Cultivar Parentage/Source Description 

Bluegold 
Blue Haven X        

(Ashworth X Bluecrop) 

A productive and vigorous low-growing (4 ft.) bush. Berries are  medium size, between Northland and 

Patriot. They are aluminum blue with a good flavor. Yield is similar to Northland. Late season berry. 

Chippewa (G65 X Ashworth) X U53 
This half-high bush will reach 4 ft. in height. Chippewa is a midseason berry with classic aluminum blue 

color. Fruit is of medium size and very sweet. Needs a pollinator. 

Northblue 
(G65 X Ashworth) X  US3 

University of Minnesota 

A vigorous half-high reaching 2 ft. in height. Berries are large and dark blue, with flavor superior to most 

highbush cultivars. At maturity will produce 5-8 lbs. fruit per bush. A real "workhorse" and very reliable 

cropper. Fall color particularly vivid. 

Northcountry 
(G65X Ashworth) X R2P4 

University of MN 

Introduced in 1983, and a sibling of Northsky, this half-high blueberry has shown itself to be very hardy, 

vigorous and productive. Mature plants reach 2 1/2 to 4 ft. and yield 3-7 lbs. of fruit. Fruit is medium 

size, with an attractive aluminum blue color. 

Northland Michigan University 

A half-high (4 ft.) bush with an expansive crown and sweeping   branches. Northland will out-produce 

the other cultivars listed because it is a larger bush, but is not as hardy. Berries are medium size and sweet 

with mild flavor. Great for fresh eating. 

Patriot 
US3 X Earliblue            

University of Maine 

A half-high (4 ft.) bush about as hardy as Northland. Berries have great flavor and are very large (some 

cover a quarter). Highly productive. Easy picker. Good choice for U-pick operations. At market, this is 

the variety that impresses our customers the most. 

Polaris 
Bluetta X                       

(G65 X Ashworth) 

A highly productive, early ripening half-high berry with yields similar to Northblue. Berries are very 

aromatic with aluminum blue color. The bush will reach up to 4 ft. in height.  Needs a pollinator. 

Superior 
MN 5451: Records lost; 

probably G65 X Ashworth 

This new release is a late-midseason berry that matures at 3 to 4 ft in our climate. Similar to Chippewa; 

more upright than Northblue.  Berries are large and medium-blue, with a pleasant, balanced flavor. 

Regrettably, we are unable to ship blueberry plants to the State of Michigan. 

Blueberry Culture: 

 

Good blueberry soil should be modified to be on the acidic side; pH 4.0-5.0).  A heavy annual application of pine needle mulch can help accomplish 

this.  If more radical acidification is needed, plain sulfur will do the trick. Take time to test the pH of your soil; blueberry  plants will be sickly if the 

soil is not acid enough. Since you will have to provide water and bird protection, plant a small bed or patch rather than a long row.  A good, continu-

ous water supply is a must (drip irrigation or overhead), especially during  fruit set, enlargement, and ripening. Insufficient water will result in small, 

poor-quality berries. Screening for birds is necessary as well. A tightly enclosed plastic  

or wire mesh should be used during the entire ripening period if you expect to get any fruit! 
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Bali Cherry - Prunus cerasus 

$33 per tree 

2 to 3 ft. plants 

 

Also known as ‘Evans,’ this wonderful pie cherry was discovered 

growing near  Edmonton, Alberta, by  Dr. Leuan Evans. Bali has 

fruited after withstanding  -43° F. They can handle  -50°F with 

only some minor winter injury. A very vigorous grower, and a  

precocious producer, yielding large (1 inch) fruit that is excellent 

for pies, sauces, jams and even fresh  eating. Five-year-old trees 

have been known to    produce up to 10 gallons of fruit! These 

trees are all grown from tissue culture, which means there is no 

graft or rootstock to worry about. Self-fertile, but yields will be 

heavier with a pollinator.  Bali is also a natural dwarf!  

Red Currant, “Red Lake” - Ribes sp. 

2 to 3 ft. plants, $15 each 

$65 package of 5 (you may mix) 

An extremely hardy and abundantly productive red currant, Red 

Lake is the best known variety for jellies, compotes, and for 

fresh  eating.  The fruit is large and juicy, ripening in mid Ju-

ly.  Red Lake has recently been listed as "very resistant" to 

White Pine Blister Rust.  Plant 3-5 feet apart. 

Black Currant, “Consort” -  Ribes nigrum 

2 to 3 ft. plants, $15 each 

$65 package of 5  (you may mix) 

 

Consort is very hardy and immune to White Pine Blister Rust, mak-

ing it possible to grow these currants in areas where white pine is 

planted. Plants will bear fruit the second year. Mature height  is 

about 4 ft.  Plant at least 3 ft. apart. 

Black  Currant, “Crandall” -  Ribes nigrum 

2 to 3 ft. plants, $15 each 

$65 package of 5 (you may mix varieties) 

 

Also known as spicebush or “clove currant”, this robust grower is  

often referred to as “the North Country's answer to Forsythia.”     

Crandall is a selection of ornamental black currant, an attractive,       

4-foot bush that can produce an abundant crop of edible fruit in its    

second season. The berries are large and make a wonderful pie!    

Spicy-scented flowers bloom in early Spring, giving a burst of yel-

low to the landscape.  Plant 3 to 4 feet apart. 

White Currant “White Imperial” Ribes sp.                                     

2 to 3 ft. plants, $15 each                

$65 package of 5 (you may mix) 

Named in Geneva, NY, around 1890. A white form of the red 

currant. Beautifully translucent and delicious right off the bush 

or for jams and jellies! 

Gooseberry, “Pixwell” - Ribes sp.  

1 to 2 ft. plants, $15 each  

$65 package of 5  

A very hardy plant originating in North Dakota in 1932. Fruit is me-

dium in size, green, becoming purple when ripe. The bush is low, 

(about 3 ft.) has small thorns, and is very productive. Plant 3 feet 

Black Currant, “Titania” — Ribes nigrum 

3 to 4 ft. plants $15 each  

$50 package of 5 (may mix) 

 

Our favorite!  A very large berry with excellent taste. Developed 

in Europe in the 1980's, Titania is extremely hardy and disease 

resistant, both to mildew and white pine blister rust. Growth habit 

is vigorous and upright. Fruits heavily, with a long season of rip-

ening, beginning midsummer,  ending in early September. A bit 

milder than other cultivars, but with typical black currant flavor. 

Mature height is 3-4 feet. Space 4 to 6 feet apart. 
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When purchasing raspberry plants, it is an advantage to start with plants that are 

“clean” or free of virus. There are many viruses which affect raspberries, and these 

are found to varying degrees in all parts of the country. The raspberry plants listed 

below are “virus indexed,” meaning that they have been propagated from stock that 

is free of virus. They can and often will, however, gradually become virus-infected in 

later years, giving lower and lower yields after many years in the same spot. If 

properly managed, however, raspberries can be one of the easiest and most rewarding 

small fruits to grow.  

Planting. One of the most common mistakes in setting out raspberry cuttings is 

planting them too deep. Make sure the living buds (green or white, see photo at left) 

near the root are not buried. These buds are where the new growth will come from. 

While the roots should be under the soil, the buds should be right at the surface so 

that light can reach them. The cane above may put out leaves or die back, but the top 

of the cane is unimportant compared to the buds near its base.  

Raspberry Culture. Set plants in rows rather than in a patch. Red raspberries will 

“sucker”, making new plants by sending out shoots from the roots. To limit their 

expansion, we rototill the soil between the rows 3-4 times in a season. We also mulch 

only in the rows, never between them. (Mulching encourages suckering.) Keep the 

rows manageable by pruning out old and dead canes each year, or by mowing the 

whole patch after harvest if you have Fall berries. After several years, if the plants 

show signs of virus (general decline), dig up some of the new shoots and start them 

in another location. Raspberries like an acid soil (pH around 5) and lots of organic 

matter...leaves, manure, etc. 

Variety Parentage Description 

Boyne 

Chief X Indian 

Summer Morden, 

Manitoba  

Canes grow to about 5 ft. and are vigorous, erect and sturdy. Berries do not weight down the canes, Boyne is 

a  reliable cropper here and has shown itself to be very hardy. Fruit is red, medium size, with good raspberry  

flavor; our favorite for freezing. Ripens in early July. 

Killarney 

Chief X Indian 

Summer Morden, 

Manitoba  

Medium-size canes, perhaps a bit taller than Boyne. Killarney is a light honey-red, and is extremely sweet for 

a raspberry. Tends to bear in clusters that weight down the canes, so support is recommended.  

Nova Southland x Boyne  

This hardy, reliable producer was released from the Nova Scotia Experiment Station in 1981.  The medium-

sized, high-quality fruit ripens a few days before Boyne in early July.  Long shelf life.  Yields tend to be high 

from this exceptionally vigorous grower. 

Red Raspberries - Summer vs. Fall.  Most red raspberries bear two crops, a “summer” crop and a “fall” crop. The first crop is in July and is borne 

on 2-year canes. The late or “fall” crop is borne on 1-year canes, and may come as early as August or as late as November. If a northern gardener 

wants a variety for its fall crop, it's important to choose one that bears before freezing weather.  

Pollination. It is not necessary to plant more than one variety for pollination.  

How long before they fruit? Raspberries will usually yield fruit the second year after planting, reaching full production in 3-4 years.  

Spacing. Red raspberries should be set 1-2 ft. apart, with 6-8 ft. between rows. Purple raspberries should be spaced 3 to 4 feet apart, with 10 to 12 ft 

between rows.  

 

Red Raspberries: 12 to 18 in. rooted cuttings.  $7 each, $70 per dozen  

Adirondack Gold Apricot -  Prunus mandshurica  

3 - 5  ft. plants, $33 each 

A selection of Manchurian Apricot found thriving 

and fruiting reliably in the Adirondack Mountains, 

where a 60-day growing season is the norm. The 

fruit is a small apricot, superior to the unselected 

Manchurian, with a non-fuzzy skin, (more like a 

plum,) and a dense, sweet flesh. Unlike the the wild 

Manchurian Apricot, it does not require a pollinator.  
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Elderberries  -    Sambucus canadensis  

1 ft. rooted cuttings  

$10 each; $70 package of 8 (2 of each variety)  

 

A fruit-bearing bush and attractive ornamental that will grow to heights of 6

-8 feet. Tolerates wet locations well, is productive and hardy, and has lovely 

fall foliage. Berries are ideal for pies, jam, juices and wine.  Elderberry juice 

is the best medicine for colds and flu, and a wonderful winter tonic! These 

plants come as a rooted cutting; they should be buried with the green stem 

(if any) above the ground and the rest just below the surface. Plant 4 to 6 

feet apart. To ensure pollination and abundant fruit, plant more than one 

variety (listed to the right).  

American Highbush Cranberry - Viburnum trilobum 

2 to 3 ft. plants, $15 each 

$65 package of 5 

 

An attractive, hardy, and tolerant  shrub that reaches heights of 10-12 

feet at maturity.  Prefers a moist (not flooded!) site, but can do well in 

dry areas with full sun.  An important wildlife species; a profusion of 

white flowers give way to clusters of bright red fruit in the Fall; the 

berries hang on the plant into winter and are excellent forage for many 

birds. Edible for humans, but not the most palatable.   For a full hedge 

effect, plant 3-4 feet apart.  Self fertile.  

Adams - Originated in NY 

state in 1926. The berries are 

exceptionally large. 

Nova - Originated in Nova 

Scotia in 1946 as an open    

pollinated seedling of Adams. 

Fruit is large, sweet and uni-

form. Plant is vigorous.  

Johns - From the Nova Scotia 

Experiment Station. Has large 

berries and clusters, ripens   

earlier than Adams.              

Plant is highly vigorous.   

York - Originated in NY state, 

1964. A very large bush with 

fruit larger than Adams.       

Considered one of the best    

cultivars.  

Nanking Cherry - Prunus tomentosa 

1-2 ft. plants, $12 each; $45 package of 5  

 

Beautiful flowers grace this shrub in early Spring, later developing into 

small sour cherries which are good for pies, jams and jellies.                     

Mature height is 5-6 ft.  Hardy only to about  -30°F.  More than one 

required for pollination.  For a full hedge, plant 3 ft. apart. 
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Haskaps (Edible Honeysuckle) - Lonicera caerulea var. edulis 

6-12” plants, $12 each; $50 package of 5 

The fruit of this bush is a blue, teardrop shaped berry with very tiny 

seeds (like a blueberry).  The fruit is tart, but tasty and useful for jams 

and jellies.  These are the earliest plants in the nursery that leaf out, 

flower, and set fruit.  Cedar waxwings adore them and so do bumble-

bees.  The bush is not climbing, and  non-invasive.  It reaches a height 

of about 6 ft.  Plant 4-5 feet apart. 

Borealis 

Good taste, firm texture, good for market. 

Cinderella 

Smaller, rounder berries on an upright and vigorous shrub.   

Indigo Gem 

A lower growing bush, Indigo Gem is still highly productive. 

Tundra 

Excellent taste, softer texture. 

Aronias (Black Chokeberry) - Aronia melancarpa 

1-2 ft. plants; $14 each 

$60 package of 5 (you choose the mix) 

3 Varieties: Galicjanka, Nero and Viking              

Aronia berries contain the highest known levels of antioxidants of any 

temperate fruit.  Five times higher than blueberries and cranberries!  

They also contain strong anti-cancer compounds.  Nero and Viking  

are cultivars that produce fruit that is used in Russia for pie making, 

and may also be processed for juice. Galicjanka is a newer variety and 

is very similar to Viking; it is said to ripen more uniformly. The berries 

are astringent when eaten fresh, but taste significantly improves when 

processed.  Will reach a height of 5 feet. Plant 6 ft. apart for maximum 

production, or 3-4 ft. apart for a hedge. 

Hackberry - Celtis occidentalis  

2-3 ft. plants, $16 each; $65 package of 5  

Often overlooked but beautiful and incredibly tough.  A native tree that 

grows to heights of 50’ with a unique display of gorgeous bark and 

showy purple berries in the Fall.   The berries are edible for humans 

(flavor tends to vary plant-to-plant), and are also a bonanza to wildlife.  

With a natural range stretching from Canada to Florida, east of the con-

tinental divide, these very hardy trees will flourish in a wide range of 

soils and climates.  Plant 12-15 ft. apart for a windbreak or hedge    

effect, or 18-20 ft. to allow them to reach their full size at maturity. 

Nannyberry - Viburnum lentago  

2-3 ft. plants, $14 each  

$60 package of 5 

Bringing another viburnum back into the SLN catalog!  Another super-

hardy native-shrub with a lot to offer.  Tops out at 15-20 feet, showy 

white-pink flowers in the Spring lead into stunning Fall foliage with  

bright red berries that ripen to a deep blue/black. Tasty for humans and 

wildlife alike; netting will be a must if you intend to    harvest.  Plant   

3-4 feet apart for a full hedge, or plant father apart and prune every 2-3 

years for a more tree-like plant.  

More than one required for pollination. 

Wild Apple  -  Malus antonovka 

1 to 2 ft. trees,  $4.50 each 

$40 package of 10; $85 package of 25 

A vigorously growing seedling apple which is used as a rootstock by 

northern growers. The fruit is nothing to write home about; a large 

yellow apple that can be used for drying, cider, sometimes even fresh 

eating depending on the seedling. (Each one is genetically different.)  

A good choice for wildlife plantings! 

Siberian Pear -  Pyrus ussurensis 

1 to 3 ft. trees $4.50 each 

$40 package of 10; $85 package of 25 

An extremely hardy seedling pear with an astringent fruit that,         

although it is unpalatable, makes a delightful vinegar. The tree has 

thorns, is a vigorous grower, very hardy, and produces   a   profusion   

of   white blossoms  which  open  about   a week    before the apples. 

Used as the  rootstock for our Ussurensis-type pears.  

Native American Plum  -  Prunus americana 

3 to 5 ft. trees, $10 each; $40 package of 5 

Extremely hardy and precocious producers of a red-yellow, sweet 

plum that is delicious eaten fresh. The flesh is universally sweet, 

while the skin tends to be tart. Grows as a tall shrub or small tree, and 

can be spaced as close 5 feet to create a “plum patch” or  flowering 

hedge that will yield plenty for birds, kids, neighbors and fresh plum 

sauce!    Ripens late  August through Sept. Needs to be pollinated by 

another    Native American seedling plum,  or one of the “A” group of 

grafted plums. 

Common  Seedling  Pear  -  Pyrus communis 

1 to 3 ft. trees , $4.50 each 

$40 package of 10;  $85 package of 25 

We use Pyrus communis as a rootstock for most of the pears we graft. 

It is a hardy, standard size tree which, ungrafted, will bear fruit of  

variable size and quality. Not as hardy as P. ussuriensis, but compati-

ble with European-type pears for grafting.  Two required for pollina-

tion. 

The fruit trees below are grown from seed, rather than grafted.  This means that their fruit is generally of lower quality and quite a quite a bit more 

variable than that of a grafted cultivar. Still, they are fine for deer and wildlife plantings, and all of them are used as hardy rootstocks. 
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Variety Hardiness Parentage                                           Description 

Beta E-V 
Concord X          

Vitis Riparia  

Blue slipskin, small, tart, best used for jams and  

jellies. Extremely hardy, vigorous, and disease    

resistant. Ripens mid-Sept.  

Bluebell V Beta X Unknown 

Medium size blue slipskin, good for fresh eating,  

juice and jelly. Ripens early September with Worden.  

Sweeter and larger than Valiant.  

Brianna V 

Kay Gray  

X 

E.S. 2-12-13  

A French-American hybrid bred by Elmer Swenson  

in WI and released by Iowa State in 2001, Brianna has  

thick skinned green-gold berries that can be made into white  

wine or used as a seeded table grape. Matures late August.  

Edelweiss V-M 
MN 78 X         

Unknown  

White slipskin. Ripens early, bearing heavy clusters of fruit. Excellent for juice and fresh eating.  

Produces a fruity wine with a "foxy" flavor.  

Elvira V  Vitis riparia  
Elvira is a white grape with Vitis riparia (the Riverbank or Frost Grape) in its parentage. Ripening 

around Concord time, it is incredibly productive  Thin skin and very compact clustering can lead to 

Frontenac V 
Vitis riparia X   

Landot 4511  

One of the hardiest wine grapes bred to date. Fruit quite small; produced in large, loose clusters. A 

good grower with marked resistance to most common grape diseases. Makes an excellent red wine. 

Itasca V 

Frontenac Gris  

X 

 MN1235 

From the University of Minnesota.  Itasca (formerly known as MN 1285) has lower acidity and high 

sugar levels even with compared to its parent, Frontenac Gris, according to U of M grape breeder 

Dr. Matt Clark.  That, paired with a high degree of resistance to common grape pests such as pow-

King of the 

North 
E Wild seedling 

Medium-large blue slipskin Concord-type grape. Produces tight clusters of sweet fruit, good for 

fresh eating and juice.  An incredibly vigorous grower, producing 5-6 times the growth per year of 

LaCrescent V 
St. Pepin X         

ES6-8-25 

One of the best white wine selections from the Univ. of MN breeding program.  Loose clusters of 

fruit turn a golden brown when fully ripe.  The fruit's apricot-like flavor is readily imparted to wines.  

Louise   

Swenson 
E ES 48-33  One of Elmer's hardiest selections. Makes a fine white wine, and may also be used as a table grape.  

Marquette V 
MN 1094 X     

Ravat 262 

University of Minnesota cultivar that produces an outstanding red wine.  Displays great disease              

resistance, and is very hardy.  Ripens in mid-September. Berries are small with high brix (25.9).  

Somerset 

Seedless 
V ES 12-7-98  At last, a hardy seedless grape! Rosy, medium size fruit with an indescribably wonderful taste. Rip-

St. Croix V 

ES 283-78-100  

X  

ES 193-78  

Bred by Elmer Swenson and released in 1981, it is among the better tasting and more productive of 

the hardy grapes.  It is noted for its large, sweet red fruit in fall, which is excellent for eating fresh, 

jelly or wine.  A vigorous grower!  

Valiant E 
Fredonia X        

Vitis riparia  

Blue slipskin. Recent research has shown Valiant to be even hardier than Beta, although it is not 

quite as disease tolerant. The berries are slightly larger and borne in larger clusters than Beta, and 

are lower acid, but otherwise similar. A vigorous grower.  

Worden V Concord, OP 
Blue slipskin, Concord type. Excellent for juice and fresh eating. 2-3 weeks earlier than Concord. 

Almost never needs winter protection. Grapes hang better than Fredonia, but are not quite as sweet.  

 

 

 

Grape Culture:  Grapes grow best in well-drained, gravelly-loam soil. They should be supported on a   

2-strand wire fence or on a trellis, and, in very cold regions, pruned to a low-headed double trunk, so that  the 

tough woody part stays close to the ground and the more flexible canes can be bent down to be covered with  

mulch in winter. Although our Planting Guide does give some basic information on  

planting and caring for grape vines, a good book on grape culture is indispensable  

to the serious grower.  

 

How long before they fruit? With proper  care, grape plants should start to  

produce in 3-4 years.  Naturally, this will vary somewhat with soil types  

and climate variation.  

 

Pollination: Most grapes are self-fruitful; however, all varieties can  

benefit by some cross-pollination. 

 

1 ft. plants, $15.00 each; $125 package of 10 (mixed varieties, specify usage) 
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In Canada these are known  as “Saskatoons.” Plant  breeders have worked  with Juneberries                                                                          

(the native shrub is sometimes called Serviceberry or Shadblow) since the                                                                                              

early 1900's; breeding for size, quality of fruit, and for higher production.  

Similar to a blueberry in looks and taste, the fruit hangs in clusters  

from spreading, vase-shaped bushes which vary in height from  

6-10 feet (most Amelanchier alnifolia) up to 20-25 ft.  

(Autumn Brilliance).  Suckering, the sprouting of multiple  

stems from the root, is considered a  desirable quality, since  

it increases the fruiting capacity of the bush. Plants are initially  

small, and can benefit from being set into a garden for  

1-2 years, where they will receive extra watering and weeding,  

before being moved to their permanent location. For many  

people, Juneberries are easier to grow than blueberries because  

they do not  require acid soils. They will grow well in a variety  

of soils, but prefer a loamy site with a  pH of 6.0-7.0. It can be  

damp,  but not constantly wet.  

 

Pollination:  Juneberries are self-fertile; however, planting more  

than one cultivar will enhance yields.  

 

Spacing: 4 to 5 feet apart for Fergie; 6 to 8 ft apart for Lee #8,  

Parkhill and Prince William;  and 10 to 15 feet apart for  

Autumn Brilliance, Princess Diana, and Thiessen. For a hedge effect,  

spacing can be slightly closer.  

 

8-12 inch plants, $15 each;  $135 Package of 10, mixed varieties (you choose) 

Cultivar Description 

Autumn Brilliance               

Amelanchier grandiflora 

Our tallest Amelanchier; reaches a height of 20-25 feet.  Beautiful white blossoms are followed  

By sweet, purple fruit.  Beautiful as an ornamental, but also highly productive!  Bark is smooth light gray,         

reminiscent of beech, and the Fall foliage is brilliant red-orange.   

Fergie 

Amelanchier stolonifera  

Our smallest Amelanchier, only reaching 5 ft. Well adapted to more eastern soils.  Tasty fruit, bright Autumn    

color.  Fergie is not a heavy producer of suckers. Flowers a bit later than other varieties.  

Lee #3 

Amelanchier alnifolia 

Bred by Lee Lloyd of Barrhead, AB. in the late 1980s.  This low-suckering variety will get a bit larger than Lee #8, 

topping out at 10-12 feet.  The fruit comes in around the 15 mm mark and has remarkably intense flavor.   

Lee #8 

Amelanchier alnifolia 

A productive cross of Thiessen and Northline that yields large (16mm), delicious berries.  This reliable yearly    

producer will grow to 6-8 feet in height.   Another Lee Lloyd selection.   

Northline 

Amelanchier alnifolia 

Free suckering.  Only reaches 6-8′ at maturity. Heavy producer of large, sweet berries, all within reach without  the 

aid of a ladder! 

Prince William 

Amelanchier canadensis 

Short for an Amelanchier canadensis, reaching only about 10 feet when mature.  Blooms and fruits abundantly, 

producing an annual crop of high quality fruit.  

Princess Diana 

Amelanchier grandiflora 

Can reach heights of 20 feet.  Delightful, large, purpleish-red fruit is sweet and abundant. Large white blossoms, 

and beautiful Fall color.  

Thiessen                              

Amelanchier alnifolia 

From Saskatoon, Sasketchewan.  Introduced in 1976.  An open bush, with sprawling growth habit, reaching 12-14 

feet in height; the crown possibly even wider at maturity. Moderate suckering.  Fruit is large with a pleasant and 

mild flavor. 
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Black Walnut —  Juglans nigra.  

2 - 4 ft. trees,  $16 each 

$145 package of 10  

Without question, our nut trees are far hardier than those offered by any 

other nursery in the country.  Our Black Walnut seedlings are from parent 

trees planted by Fred Ashworth during his decades of breeding for hardi-

ness, timber quality, and cracking quality of nuts.  We also collect seed from 

a few exceptional local parent trees which meet our standards.  Black wal-

nuts yield beautiful, dark-grained lumber, as well as the rare and delicious 

nuts (which can retail for over $18/lb).  If you wish, you may specify seed-

lings:     

 

 

Bicentennial  The Bicentennial parent which produces these seedlings is of 

perfect timber type, with cracking quality equal to Thomas.  Its seedlings 

are very hardy, produce large  quantities of nuts, and are vigorous growers.   

 

 

Well Tree: A precocious grower that produces large nuts (often biennially).  

Hazelbert — Corylus sp.  

2 to 3 ft. plants, $14 each  

$125 package of 10 

The best of many crosses made by Fred Ashworth in the 1920’s. All 

of the seedlings are of Skinner (Hazelnut) X Graham and Winkler 

(Filbert). The former is known for its extreme hardiness and re-

sistance to catkin freeze-back; the latter has size and quality of nuts. 

Hazelberts grow  as a tall shrub (8-12 ft.), and make a wonderful 

edible hedge.  

Buartnut - Juglans cinerea x Juglans ailantifolia 

2 - 4 ft. trees, $16 each 

$145 package of 10  

This is a cross between a Butternut and a Heartnut, Juglans cinerea x 
Juglans ailantifolia. These seedlings exhibit the strongest growth we 
have ever seen; probably a result of hybrid vigor.  These      hybrids 
have the intense hardiness of the  Butternut and the precocity (nuts in 
clusters of 10-15!) of the Heartnut.  The nuts are exactly                                                                      
like a Butternut. 

We grow and sell seedling nut trees:   These trees grow directly from 

the nut rather than being grafted onto a rootstock. Like children, seed-

lings are each genetically different. They will not be an exact copy of 

either parent. The parents of our nut tree seedlings are selected for supe-

rior hardiness, nut quality, and straight, timber-type growth. Traits like 

upright growth habit and hardiness are relatively “fixed” and are present 

in almost all seedlings of these parents. (Those that do not measure up 

are eliminated).  Ease of cracking, size of nuts, and time of ripening will 

be more variable. Because of the genetic diversity      inherent in seed-

lings, a small percentage will actually exceed the  performance of both  

parents. Keep your eyes open for the "exceptional child!”  

 

                                                                                              

Choosing a site for your nut trees:   Young nut trees require extra care 

during and  immediately after planting, such as a deeper hole for the 

taproot, a good deep mulch to hold moisture, and water every day while 

their root systems are getting established. Be sure that you can provide 

water to the trees during their first growing season. Each tree should 

receive 5-10 gallons of water per day until the end of May, and 2-3 

times per week thereafter through mid-July. Nut trees grow very fast in 

rich soil, and do well near river bottoms (but not in frost pockets). Soils 

with some clay that are not constant wet spots are good for most nut 

trees. They can tolerate wetter soils than fruit trees but will drown if 

their roots are sitting in water all year round. The exceptions to these 

guidelines are hazelberts, which do not have a taproot and, like fruit 

trees, favor light, well-drained soils. A little extra fuss and  care during this first important year will yield a beautiful stand of trees that will be a re-

warding asset to the landowner and to future generations. 

 

Pollination and spacing of nut trees:   Most of the nut trees we offer require pollination  by a second tree of the same species to produce a  good  

quantity  of  filled nuts. In  a  stand  of  black  walnuts, chestnuts, hickories, or oaks, the trees should be planted 20 to 40 feet apart (or as close as 15 

feet apart if planting a single row.) The closer spacing will force them to grow straight and tall; after 20 years or so, the stand can be thinned for tim-

ber. If you do not plan to thin the stand, choose the wider spacing pattern. For hazelberts, which grow as a large bush (10-15 feet tall at maturity), a  

spacing of 3 feet  apart will make a nice hedge; for  maximum pollination they should be no more than 6 to 8 feet apart. 

 

Deer Protection:  In some areas, deer may browse back the tips of black walnut and other nut trees. If this is the case, deer control measures, espe-

cially fencing toprevent access while the trees are young, will improve the growth of your nut trees.  Avoid the use of “tree tubes,” especially in 

northern   areas. They can create a “mini-greenhouse” effect that leaves the tree vulnerable to winter injury. 

 

How soon will they yield nuts?    This will vary widely with species, soil, climate and care. General guidelines are 5 - 10 years for black walnuts, 

and 3 - 5 years for hazelberts and buartnuts 
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Corkscrew Willow - Salix matsudana 

3 to 4 ft. plants, $12 each  

$50 package of 5  

A beautiful and fast growing ornamental!  Can be trained as 

a small tree or multi-stemmed shrub. Naturally contorted 

branches twist and turn; even the leaves are wavy! 

Basket Willow (Green or Yellow) - Salix viminalis  

2 to 4 ft. plants $10 each  

$40 package of 5 

The basket willow is a vigorous, upright-growing tall bush, producing 5-7 

unbranched stems per season. These stems can be woven into   baskets. Plants 

should be cut to the ground every 2-3 years and mulched heavily. The silvery 

catkins are small but attractive.  

Does well in wet soils  

and makes nice hedges. 

Gray Birch - Betula populifolia 

3 to 4 ft. trees, $16 each 

$70 package of 5 

An important pioneer species and common nurse tree in forest disturb-

ances, Gray Birch  also makes an attractive ornamental in the yard!  If 

allowed to grow uninhibited, it will generally grow into a small clump of 

white-stemmed trunks, reaching 30-35 feet in height.   Fluttery, dark green    

foliage turns yellow in the Fall, and the gray/white non-peeling bark is 

beautiful year-round. 

Black Cherry - Prunus serotina  

2 to 3 ft. trees, $16 each  

$70 package of 5  

The native Black Cherry is often overlooked in 

favor of exotics. While the attractive bark and 

white flowers are the most obvious benefit to 

any yard, the small black cherries that follow   

    the  flowers are a goldmine to      

      wildlife. A very popular songbird   

       nesting tree. Black Cherry is also     

       a  leading native timber tree; fast   

                              growing and valuable             

                                  for lumber.   

                                  Reaches 60-80 ft. 

Red Maple - Acer rubrum  

2 to 3 ft. trees, $16 each  

$70 package of 5  

The native Red or ‘soft’ maple. Green leaves turn a brilliant  scarlet 

in the fall; a beautiful contrast to the gold and greens of the Sugar 

Maple. Tolerates wetter areas than Sugar maple, and may be tapped 

though the sugar content is generally low. 

Thornless Honeylocust– Gleditsia triacanthos 

1 to 2 ft. trees, $12 each 

$45 package of 5 

Hardy, fast-growing, nitrogen-fixing, pollinator friendly, great 

firewood, a heavy biomass production… The list goes on and 

on!  Honeylocusts are all around great trees and make a valuable 

addition to permaculture systems; the thornless variety removes 

the only barrier to use!  Pods are great forage for livestock and 

the sweet green goo inside (hence the name Honeylocust) is a 

tasty treat for those with a little patience. Can reach heights of 

50-70 feet. 

Common Lilac - Syringa vulgaris  

1 to 2 ft. plants, $12 each  

$50 package of 5  

The aroma of lilacs is hard to beat!  This flowering shrub 

is about as close to ‘care-free’ as you can get; not favored 

by deer, cold-hardy, and extremely vigorous.  Loved and 

cultivated by humans for   hundreds of years, the butter-

flies and hummingbirds will thank you for planting these 

too! 
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Have you ever considered less conventional yard space?  Between constant mowing, fertilizing, and watering, the American  obsession with tradition-
al grass lawns is not doing our planet any favors. Perhaps a shift to more fruitful, productive plants (instead of just good ole Kentucky Bluegrass!) 
could be a better option for your space.   Why not save yourself some work, money, and time while also cultivating a bountiful back yard for you and 
animals alike?  A win-win-win! 

“...But where do I start?!”  

We spend a lot of time talking to new growers who are eager to put roots in the ground, but are unsure where to begin their   horticultural journey. 

People are admirably excited to get their hands dirty, but they are often intimidated by all the potential options. These packages (similar to our apple 

packages on page 5) are designed to help people who are starting out, aren’t quite sure what direction they want to go in, or are overwhelmed by a 

long list of plant varieties. All varieties in these packages are “Our Pick”, meaning we will choose them for you (notes on what you hope to use the 

fruit for can be helpful!).  We have put together three packages, ranging in size depending on what you are looking for. 

 
 - Backyard Beginner - 

$160 per package, 10 plants in total 
 

This package includes: 2 apples, 2 pears, 3 red raspberries, and 3 blueberries; all pollination-compatible varieties. 

 - Mid-Sized Gardener - 
$250 per package, 15 plants in total 

 
This package includes: 2 apples, 2 pears, 2 Bali Cherries, 3 raspberries, 3 blueberries, and 3 grapes; all pollination-compatible varieties. 

 - Advanced Agriculturalist - 
$475 per package, 30 plants in total 

 
This package includes: 4 apples, 4 pears, 2 Bali cherries, 4 raspberries, 4 blueberries, 3 grapes, 3 currants, 3 gooseberries, 3 elderberries.  All  

pollination-compatible. 
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‘Plant ‘Til You’re Planted’ T-shirt 

S, M, L, XL 

$18 each 

 

 

 

 

In celebration of St. 

Lawrence Nurseries’ 

100th birthday, we made 

a centennial t-shirt.  

Only available this year! 

This year’s cover in 

black and white on the 

front, with our mission 

on the back. 

GROWING  

COLD-HARDY 

PLANTS 

for 

COLD-HARDY  

PEOPLE  

since 1923 

Centennial T-shirt 

S, M, L, XL 

$18 each 

 

 

 

 

$7.00 shipping fee per order of hats/shirts                     Photos of all Hats and shirts online at www.slngrow.com 

Our logo on the 

front and our motto, 

“Plant til You’re 

Planted!” on the 

back; all on a com-

fortable, durable 

black t-shirt.  The 

lettering is in white.   

 

SLN Winter Beanie 

$20 each  

 

A cozy green winter  toque bearing 

the SLN logo in white in the brim. 

St. Lawrence Nurseries Stickers 

 

$1 each with any order! 

 

Simple black and white.  2.5 in. diameter; perfect for water 

bottles, laptops, bumpers, windows, etc! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holistic Orchard: Tree Fruits and Berries the Biological Way;  Michael Phillips; 432 pages; Color Illustrations and photos; Chelsea Green 
Pub. Co; 2012. Paperback.   $39.95 +$6.00 shipping 

A true must-have for any organic fruit grower; aspiring or seasoned alike! Though we lost Michael in the Spring of this past year (2022), his genuis 
lives on through his books and continues to educate and inspire.  This expert and in-depth manual for organic orcharding is an excellent guide for 
anyone who wants to work with nature, rather than against it.  While covering all the nitty-gritty topics, from site and variety selection to planting and 
pruning, Phillips is constantly  tying these to the bigger picture of long term holistic orchard health.  

                                                       

St. Lawrence Nurseries  Hat 

 

$25 each  

 

Sporting our logo in white,  

these hats are a dark, forest 

green.  

The Man Who Planted Trees; Jean Giono, 72 pages; black and white reproductions of original woodcut engravings; Chelsea Green Pub. Co; 2007. 
Paperback.   $10.00 + $6.00 shipping 

Foreword by Wangari Maathai; Illustrated by Michael McCurdy; Afterward by Norma Goodrich, Andy Lipkis 
This timeless classic is a distillation of hope for the natural world.   A fictional account of Elzéard Bouffier; the man who planted trees. By planting 
100 acorns a day, he transforms a desolate, abused landscape into one abounding with life.   

“It has given me much joy to reread this story.”—Wendell Berry 

Cold-Hardy Fruits and Nuts; Scott Serrano and Allyson Levy, 384 pages; Color photos; Chelsea Green Pub. Co; 2022. Paperback.    
$34.95 +$6.00 shipping 
 
Hot off the press!  This is an excellent compendium of generally cold-hardy fruits and nuts. Though they include a few plants that SLN can't grow 
(for another decade or two, anyway...), this is a great guide for beginners and experienced growers alike. Includes beautiful photos, taste profiles, soil 
requirements and propagation techniques for over 50 edible crops!  

In the words of Michael Phillips (author of The Holistic Orchard and Mycorrhizal Planet:   “Outrageous diversity throughout the ecosystem will 
always be essential for growing healthy fruit and nuts. Allyson Levy and Scott Serrano have provided a thorough guide to adding an intriguing selec-
tion of productive plantings to your landscape. Get on board and plant more of everything!” 
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ADANAC X     X       

ALEXANDER X     X   X    

ALTON  X    X   X    

ANOKA X     X X      

ASHMEADES KERN   X     X X X   

ATLAS  X    X  X   X  

BANCROFT X      X      

BEACON  X       X    

BEN DAVIS X    X  X   X X  

BETHEL X        X X   

BILODEAU  X      X X  X X 

BLACK OXFORD X       X X    

CAMEO    X     X    

CANADA BALDWIN  X   X   X X X   

CARROLL  X   X X   X    

CHENANGO STRAW   X  X    X X   

CHESTNUT CRAB  X      X X  X  

CORTLAND  X   X X  X X    

DODD BANANA  X    X   X X   

DOLGO CRAB X    X   X  X X  

DD CHARLEVOIX  X    X  X X    

DOUGLAS W’LES  X    X   X  X  

EARLY CORTLAND  X    X     X  

EARLY HARVEST X     X    X   

EARLY MCINTOSH  X       X    

EASTMAN SWEET X    X    X X X  

ENIGMA X     X   X    

FAMEUSE  X      X X X   

FIRESIDE X        X    

FREEDOM  X    X  X X  X  

FROSTBITE  X      X X    

GOLDEN RUSSET  X      X X X   

GOLDRUSH    X     X    

GOODLAND X    X    X    

GRAVENSTEIN   X   X   X X   

GRIMES GOLDEN   X     X  X   

HADLOCK REIN   X     X X X   

HARALRED X     X  X X  X  

HARALSON X     X  X X  X  

HAROLD BEATTIE X     X X    X  

HENRY CLAY  X    X   X    

HONEYCRISP  X       X    

HONEYGOLD X        X    

HYSLOP CRAB X       X    X 

JENNER SWEET  X      X X X   

JONAMAC  X       X    

JORDAN RUSSET X       X     

JOYCE  X       X    

KANEB SWEET  X    X   X    

KATHRYN'S FAVE  X       X    

KEEPSAKE  X       X    

KING LUSCIOUS  X    X       

KOLA CRAB X    X   X     

LEAFLAND GR   X   X    X   

VARIETY  < -50°F  -50°F -40°F -30°F 
ANNUAL 
BEARER 

BAKING 
BEARS 
YOUNG  

CIDER EATING HERITAGE 
HIGH 

VIGOR 
JELLY 
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LARGE 
FRUIT 

LONG 
SEASON 

PRODUCTIVE 
MARKET 

FRUIT 
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MANITOBA X     X   X  X  

MELBA  X     X  X    

MILTON   X  X    X    

MN 1734 X    X  X X     

MONTREAL B  X    X      X 

MUTSU   X   X   X    

NEWTOSH    X     X    

NIAGARA  X       X  X  

NORLAND X     X X X X    

NORTHERN SPY  X    X  X X X   

NOVA EASY-GRO X     X   X    

NW GREENING X     X   X X   

ORIOLE X     X   X    

ORMISTON ROY  X   X        

PARKLAND X     X X  X    

PATTERSON X     X   X    

PAULA RED  X    X  X X    

PEACE GARDEN  X       X    

PEWAUKEE  X    X   X    

PHAROAH  X    X   X    

PIERCE PASTURE X     X  X X X   

PRISCILLA  X   X   X X  X  

PURDY X     X   X    

PURITAN  X    X   X    

PURPLE PASSION  X    X  X   X  

QUINTE  X   X    X  X  

RED ASTRACHAN  X    X   X X   

RED BARON  X    X X X X    

RED MCINTOSH  X       X    

REDANT X     X   X    

REDHOOK  X       X    

RS CANYON GOLD X     X   X    

REDWELL  X   X X   X  X  

REGENT  X    X       

RESCUE X        X  X  

RHUBY  X    X  X X    

RICHARDSON  X       X  X  

SCOTT WINTER  X     X   X X  

SECOR   X      X    

SEPTEMBER RUBY X        X    

SHARON  X      X   X  

SMOKEHOUSE  X    X  X X X X  

ST EDMUNDS RUS  X      X X X   

ST LAWRENCE  X       X X   

STATE FAIR X        X    

STONE X        X X X  

SUNRISE  X       X    

SWEET SIXTEEN  X      X X    

SWEET WINESAP   X   X   X    

TOLMAN SWEET  X      X X X X  

VIOLI'S HNG CRAB  X      X     

WESTFIELD SNF  X    X   X X   

WH ASTRACHAN  X       X X   

WINTER REDF X       X    X 

WINTER WILDLIFE X          X X 

WODARZ X       X  X   

WOLF RIVER X     X    X   

YELLOW TRANS X     X   X    

ZESTAR  X       X    
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Fred Ashworth, the man who started it all, was born in central Vermont in 1898. His birthplace, Twin 

Farms, is now a 5-star resort and spa. At the age of 10, Fred’s uncle taught him how to graft trees, and 

a life-long love of plants was born.  Around this same time, Fred’s family moved to Heuvelton, NY.  

There was no state-mandated school for Fred  until he was 12. Even then, he only attended school 

sporadically as he was often helping his family on their farm. He used to joke that he knew very little 

U.S. history, since most of his education came from leafing through a copy of the Encyclopedia Bri-

tannica, which had almost nothing to say about the American colonies. Despite his unorthodox 

schooling, Fred was extremely intelligent and became especially well-educated in the world of plants. 

Over the course of his life, Fred farmed and worked for the town road crew to support his family.  He 

was a potato breeding expert who collaborated with Cornell Cooperative Extension to create many 

blight-resistant varieties. In 1923, he started grafting and selling fruit and nut trees. At that time, he 

was operating out of two separate nursery locations in Potsdam, NY., one of which is now the 

MacKentley Farm.  At the outset, Fred was selling his grafted trees for $2.00 each.  

Bill MacKentley first heard of Fred Ashworth after reading articles Fred had written for the Gardening section of the Watertown Daily Times, and 

decided he that needed to meet him. The two exchanged many letters and books, finally meeting in 1972. At this time, Bill had just finished up a pro-

ject creating an environmental testing kit (bought by Parkers Bros. and marketed as a children's Christmas present!), and Diana was still a student at 

St. Lawrence University. Bill and Fred quickly hit it off, and that year they grafted their first trees together- 100 Manning Miller pears!  “Fred was 

the kindest, most gentle human being you could imagine,” Bill says. Bill and Di worked odd jobs while he was learning from Fred, until Diana en-

couraged him to go all-in on nursery work. Originally from New Jersey, she had also fallen in love with the homesteading lifestyle. Fred’s previous 

business partner, a lawyer named Roger Daniels, had died of cancer in 1964, so when Bill approached Fred about wanting to carry on the nursery, 

Fred was happy to have found someone. He gifted Bill and Di an acre of his property in Potsdam to build a house; the same house they still live in 

today. 

Fred’s death in 1977 took everyone by surprise. Always in great physical health, he died without a will. In the short time they had known each other, 

Bill had become “like one of the family”, and worked with Fred’s children to ensure the nursery was kept intact. It was several years before Bill was 

able to acquire the land around his home, and Fred’s second nursery location ultimately could not be obtained. Because Fred traveled all over St. 

Lawrence County and beyond to obtain scionwood and seeds, Bill had to scour notes, diaries, and letters to figure out where all the original mother 

trees were.  

Bill and Di turned Fred’s passion and side hustle into a thriving business, sending trees and shrubs all over the country. They became the face of cold

-hardy fruit around the world, sending trees as far as Mongolia and Iceland.  In addition to being involved in organizations like NOFA, NAFEX, and 

NNGA, Bill was a leader in the local 4H club when his children were growing up.  He eventually  took over the Horticulture Team, which he contin-

ued to coach for many years.  Under his leadership, the team regularly competed and placed at the national level, and it was through the Horticulture 

Club that Bill met Connor Hardiman. 

Along with competing on Bill’s team, Connor started working at St. Lawrence Nurseries at age 15. Bill was naturally a bit skeptical about hiring 

someone so young, but there was some persistence on Connor’s part. When Connor started in 2011, the MacKentleys were running the nursery at its 

peak, with a revolving crew of over a dozen people shipping out several thousand orders every year.  Connor worked for Bill for 4 years; through 

high school and then during his time at Clarkson University, all the while developing a mentor/mentee relationship.  In 2014, Connor left for a year at 

the SUNY ESF Ranger School in Wanakena, NY.; around that same time, Bill and Di announced their retirement to the crew.   When word got to 

Connor, he called the MacKentleys from school and asked if he could take over the nursery. Bill and Di decided to let him have a go of it!  They sold 

him their remaining stock and allowed him to continue farming in their back yard.  With the help of two remaining employees, Zac and Adam, SLN 

did a very rare Autumn sale in 2015. The first catalog included only apples, and Connor got a few hundred orders, just enough to get him through to 

the following year. Past customers were thrilled to hear that the nursery hadn’t closed after all, and the business started to grow back to the  

MacKentley glory days 

In 2021, it became clear that we had grown to 

the point where Bill and Di’s backyard would 

not be able to sustain us forever, and we began 

searching for our own spot. Of course, this 

also allowed Bill and Di to become the full-

time gardeners and grandparents they wanted 

to be! Our new location, just across town, has 

been the source of innumerable projects over 

the past 2 years, with no end in sight.  A new 

cooler is the crowning jewel of 2022.  In a few 

years, the freshly-planted orchard will be large 

enough to collect scion wood for grafting. The 

crew is now up to 7, most of whom have spent 

a season or two (or five) under Bill, as 

well.  Every year, we try to bring back more of 

what used to be offered, as well as always 

looking for new varieties!  Bill and Di are ever

-helpful and available; always happy to advise 

on cooler floors, find someone to help us prop-

agate mulberries properly, or provide a history 

lesson.  

Connor and  Bill at our new farm;  Sept. 2022 

26 



Top from left: Adam, Ian  
Bottom from left: Sal, Kyle, Stefan, Zac and Connor 

Adam (standing) and Kyle (seated) 

planting apple grafts in Spring 2023.  

Ian installs our all-important rodent protection. Allyssa fertilizing apple trees with fish emulsion. 
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Zac working on inventory. 

Sal the “mulch-master”. 

Breaking ground on new nursery space! 

Cooler construction. 

Connor and Echo heading to the post office.  
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THANKS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

 

To our crew: the full time crew, Zac Fitzgerald, Kyle Flagg, and Adam Randall who are around the farm nearly year-round, and to the seasonal team 

which included Ian Burnham, Stefan Evans, Tristan Jobin and Sal Sarmiento.  These people continue to make St. Lawrence Nurseries happen!    

 

To you, our customers:   For allowing us to do what we love;  providing people with a quality plants.  We have a lot of wonderful customers all over 

the country: the world is a better place with all of you planting! 

 

For the artwork:  Allyssa did all the interior work, and Emily Theobald pulled off another spectacular cover for our centennial! 

 

Always and above all, thank you to the MacKentleys.  Clearly 2022 was yet another year of massive change for the nursery;  they continue to enthu-

siastically cheer us on, advising all the while.  We love you and can never thank you enough! 

 

Finally, thank you to Echo and Max– our work pups who make every day better while keeping our trees safe. 



HOW TO ORDER 

 

ORDERS MUST SUBMITTED ONLINE OR VIA MAIL Unless you are a local customer who intends to pick up your plants, you must mail your 

order to us with a check or money order.  If a card is more convenient for you, please consider ordering online at www.slngrow.com. Shipping and 

handling charges are calculated at checkout online and listed on the order form.  Local  customers may phone or email their orders to us and pay upon 

pickup in the Spring.  We have 3 dates available for pickup this year; April 15th, April 29th, and May 13th.  When your order is ready, we will 

alert you and you may select your preferred date. 

 

WHEN TO ORDER We pack and ship orders in the same sequence they were received. Although we will accept orders postmarked through       

April 15th, those with an early postmark (December/January) will be among the first to be filled, and we are most likely to get 100% of your order.                        

Orders postmarked after April 15th will be returned; we highly recommend that you order well before the deadline! 

 

SHIPPING SEASON Your plant order will be shipped sometime between the last few days of March and late April. As a rule, plant orders are 

shipped in the same sequence that they were received. The earliest orders can expect a ship date of March 24 - April 15th. Please note that snow or 

frost will not hurt a dormant tree! (See p. 3 on “When To Plant”). Because heat in shipment is the main concern for live plants, it is better to receive 

your plants early rather than late, even if your ground is still frozen when they arrive. (See p. 3: “If You Cannot Plant Right Away”).  Special ship 

dates can be accommodated, but please do not request late shipment unless absolutely necessary. We will alert you via email when your order is on 

the way! 

 

PLANT SIZE The size noted in each plant description is the size of the plant when you buy it. This number is an average, so your plants may be 

slightly larger or smaller than the stated size. Because they are grown in a cold climate and are not pushed with artificial fertilizers,  our trees tend to 

be smaller than those of many other nurseries. Smaller trees  ship and transplant better because they have a balanced proportion of root to top! 

 

SHIPPING AND HANDLING Shipping and handling charges are listed on the order forms. Our plants are shipped UPS or Priority Mail (USPS) at 

our discretion. As long as you provided us with an email address, we’ll send your tracking information when your order is on the way.                    

Hats, T-shirts and books will be shipped separately from your trees. 

 

WHOLESALE QUANTITIES Wholesale prices for grafted fruit trees:  50 or more – $30.00 each, 100 or more – $27.00 each, 250 or more – 

$25.00 each. We do not guarantee plants purchased for resale. 

 

REGULATIONS  We are regulated by the State and Federal governments; this means all of our stock is certifiably free of disease and pests that 

might otherwise be disbursed by a mail-order nursery.  That is to say, and we abide by all NY State and Federal nursery regulations; we also do our 

best to be aware of the horticultural rules and regulations of all areas to which we ship our plants.  However, it is ultimately the responsibility of the 

customer to be familiar with your local and/or state horticultural regulations.   

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES Plants can be shipped only in April, but you can give a St. Lawrence Nurseries Gift Certificate any time of year. It is easiest 

to do this online at www.slngrow.com– ‘Gift Cards’ is in the main menu. To order one via mail, please send a check for the desired amount, the name 

and address of the recipient, and any special  instructions. 

 

CANADIAN CUSTOMERS Regrettably, we are not able to ship orders to Canada. We suggest that Canadians check out www.hardyfruittrees.ca   

(Francais: www.pepinieriste.ca) 
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POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR SPRING 
SHIPMENT: 

APRIL 15TH, 2023 

Please do not write in this space 

SUBSTITUTION POLICY: 

 

Please list which  substitutes you would prefer 

if we run out of the variety you have ordered. 

Should you wish a refund on items that are out 

of stock, please write “No Subs.” If your first 

choice is out of stock, no preferred substitute 

is listed, and you have not specified No Subs, 

we will choose a substitute that is as close to 

your original  preference as possible. 

TERMS OF PAYMENT 
Full payment by check or money order must  accompany 

your order. The only exception is for local customers, who 
may pay when they come to pick up their trees. To use a 

card, please visit our website: www.slngrow.com 
Please mail orders to:    

St. Lawrence Nurseries, LLC. 
P.O. Box 957 

Potsdam, New York  13676 

 
**Shipping & Handling_____________________________ 
 
 
Sales Tax (8%) if NY resident________________________ 
 
 
Grand Total:_____________________________________ 

QUANTITY                           PLANTS (list possible substitutes in parentheses)                                   UNIT PRICE        TOTAL PRICE  

SHIPPING AND HANDLING RATES FOR THE                       

CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES: 

 

Minimum shipping rate: $22.00 

 

For orders totaling more than $150.00,                                        

S&H is 15% of your plant total. 

________________________________________ 

 

SHIPPING RATES FOR ALASKA: 

 

Minimum shipping rate: $28.00 

 

For orders totaling more than $150.00,  S&H is 20% of your 

plant total. 

We encourage our customers to order online if they are able, particularly if you are ordering after March 1st. 

Some additional varieties are listed at www.slngrow.com, as well as up-to-date inventory information.  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  Plant Total:  

PLANT ORDER FORM  -  2023 

Orders are shipped via UPS or USPS; our descretion.  Remember: If your package is shipped via 

USPS, you may not receive this delivery at your home, but rather be notified of your package's 

arrival at the Post Office via a slip in your mailbox. If you provide us with an email address, we’ll 

notify you when your order is on the way, and how it was shipped to you.  For local pickups, we 

have 3 weekend dates available to pick up your plants:  April 15th, April 29th, and May 13th.  

When  your order is ready, we will alert you and you may select your preferred date.  

 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postal Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Town,  State,  Zip:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:___________________________________________________________________ 

 



S
t.

 L
a
w

re
n

ce
 

 

P
. 

O
. 

B
o
x

 9
5
7

 

P
o
ts

d
a
m

, N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 1
3
6
7
6
 

C
h

a
n

g
e 

S
er

vi
ce

 R
eq

u
es

te
d

 

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

A
b

o
u

t 
u
s.

..
..
..
..
..

..
..
..

..
..
..

..
..
..
..
..

..
..
.2

 

A
p

p
le

s.
 .
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
5

-9
 

A
p

p
le

 U
se

 C
h

a
rt

s…
…

…
…

…
.2

2
-2

5
 

A
p

ri
c
o

ts
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

.1
3

 

B
lu

e
b

e
rr

ie
s
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

..
1

1
 

B
o

o
k

s
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

..
.2

1
 

C
h

e
rr

ie
s
…

…
…

…
..

.…
…

…
…

1
2

 

C
u

rr
an

ts
  &

 G
o

o
se

b
er

ri
es

…
..

..
..
..

1
2

 

E
d

ib
le

 L
a

n
d

s
c

a
p

e
…

…
…

…
..

.1
4

-1
5

 

E
ld

e
rb

e
rr

ie
s
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

.1
4

 

G
ra

p
es

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
.1

6 

H
at

s…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

.2
1 

H
o
m

es
te

ad
in

g 
P

ac
ka

ge
s…

…
…

…
...

20
 

H
o

w
 t

o
 O

rd
er

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
.3

0 

Ju
n

eb
er

ri
es

..
..

..
..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..
.1

7 

N
u

t 
T

re
es

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
1

8
 

O
rd

er
 F

o
rm

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
..3

1 

P
ea

rs
. .

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..

..
.9

-1
0 

R
as

pb
er

ri
es

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
..1

3 

R
ec

ei
v
in

g
 y

o
u

r 
o

rd
er

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
 19

 

R
o

o
ts

to
ck

 (
S

e
e
d

li
n

g
 F

ru
it

).
..
..

..
.1

5
 

S
cr

ee
n

s 
..

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
..
..

3
 

S
h

ir
ts

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

..
.2

1
 

S
ta

ff
 P

h
o

to
s…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
.2

7
-2

8
 

T
im

b
e
r,

 Y
ar

d
 T

re
es

. .
..

..
..

..
..
..

..
..

..
1

9
 

S
ta

n
d

ar
d

 R
at

e 
 

U
.S

. 
P

o
st

ag
e 

P
A

ID
 

p
er

m
it

 N
o

. 
2

5
 

P
o

ts
d

am
, 

N
Y

 

E
m

a
il

: 
 T

re
es

@
sl

n
g

ro
w

.c
o

m
  

  
 P

h
o

n
e:

 3
1

5
-2

6
1
-1

9
2
5

  
  
 F

in
d

 u
s 

o
n

 F
a

ce
b

o
o

k
  

  
  

  
  
  a

n
d

 I
n

st
a

g
ra

m
 @

sl
n

g
ro

w
 


