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15

W   E   E   K       O   N   E

WITNESSING: GOD’S PLAN—
THE HOLY SPIRIT:
GOD’S PROVISION

����

Read Acts 1. Discerning the author’s purpose for writ-
ing and seeing how he structures his material to achieve his
purpose is always valuable in studying any book of the
Bible. As you read Acts 1, note who the author is, to whom
the book is written, and why it is written. It is not the norm
to find all of this information in one chapter, especially the
first chapter, but you can find all of it in Acts 1! The pur-
pose of the book of Acts is not spelled out in so many
words, but you may still be able to find the reason. If you
do not see the purpose today, I’ll help you see it tomorrow,
so give it a try. Write your insights in your notebook.

Read Acts 1:1-3 again and then read the Gospel of Luke
1:1-14. Note who writes Luke, to whom it is written, and
why. Again record your insights in your notebook.

The book of Acts is a continuation of what Jesus began
in Luke! Acts is “Part 2” of Luke’s story, but in Acts the
focus shifts from the life of Jesus because He ascends to the

D A Y    T W O

D A Y    O N E
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Father. However, He does not go without leaving the disci-
ples a promise in Acts 1.

Read Acts 1 again today. As you read, mark every refer-
ence to the Holy Spirit.1 As you mark the words, notice
what actions or activities are connected with the Spirit.
Include these in your marking. For example, in Acts 1:5
mark the whole phrase baptized with the Holy Spirit and in
1:8 mark power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you just
like you mark Holy Spirit.

Whenever I mark a reference to the Holy Spirit in my
Bible, I always mark it the same way in the same colors. I
underline the reference, color it yellow, and then diagram
it this way: . You should put Holy Spirit on your
bookmark because you will want to mark references to
Him throughout the book of Acts. As you work through
Acts, you will see the Holy Spirit referred to in different
ways. You may want to add these to your bookmark as you
come to them so that you will always be alert to them if
they occur again. (I told you how and why to make your
bookmark in the section called “How to Get Started.” You
did read it, didn’t you?)

Now, according to Acts 1 what were the disciples
promised? Write it in your notebook.

By the way, did you see that the purpose of Acts is to
give a continued account of the work of Jesus Christ
through His disciples, His witnesses, as they take the mes-
sage to Jerusalem and Judea, then to Samaria, and then to
the remotest part of the earth?

Read Acts 1:1-5 again. By the way, if you will read
Scripture aloud repeatedly, you will find yourself memo-
rizing it.

D A Y    T H R E E

16 ACTS
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WEEK ONE 17

Jesus promises believers they will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit. To see where this promise is recorded, read the
following passages: Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; and
John 1:33. You may want to record these cross-references in
the margin of your Bible next to Acts 1:4,5.

Cross-references are notes in the margin of your Bible
that identify the location of another verse or passage that
says the same thing as the verse or passage under study or
that reinforces a truth in those verses. Since you may not
always have study notes with you, having cross-references
written in your Bible can be very helpful! To mark this
cross-reference, write Mark 1:8 in the margin next to
Matthew 3:11. Then by Mark 1:8 write Luke 3:16, and by
Luke 3:16, John 1:33. So if you can remember Matthew
3:11, you can trace this truth through the Gospels.

There is only one other New Testament reference to the
baptism of the Holy Spirit outside of Acts and the ones just
noted in the Gospels. It is 1 Corinthians 12:13. You may
want to record it as a cross-reference also.

By the way, look at Acts 1:4. When they were told “to
wait for what the Father had promised,” what was it they
were to wait for? You may want to mark what the Father
had promised2 the same way you marked Holy Spirit in the
other verses.

Read Acts 1 again. This time mark the following words
(along with their synonyms and pronouns), each in their
own distinctive way. I will tell you how I mark mine
because people often ask me how I mark my Bible.

D A Y    F O U R
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a. witness (witnesses)—I color the inside yellow
because that is my color for the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, and I am to be their witness about
Jesus Christ so people can come to the Father
and be indwelt by the Spirit! Then I box it in
orange (because that is one of my colors in my
Pentel pencil!).

b. resurrection (any phrase that refers to the resur-
rection)—As you will see, the resurrection is an
important part of our witness. I color this brown
(Jesus was dead, buried) and then box it in with
yellow (He lives!).

c. prayer (prayed, pray, supplication)—Although
pray is not used in chapter 1, add it to your book-
mark. It is used later in the book.

Add these key words to your bookmark. Don’t forget to
mark every reference to the Holy Spirit all the way through
your study of Acts. By the way, in Acts 1:4 a synonym for
Holy Spirit will be promised.3

Yesterday you read Acts 1 and marked every reference
to the resurrection. Did you mark the phrase He also pre-
sented Himself alive4 in Acts 1:3? Remember, you were
going to mark references to Jesus’ resurrection the same
way you marked the word resurrection. If you happened to
miss the phrase, mark it now.

In Acts 1:22 you read that “one of these [one of the men
the disciples were selecting to take Judas’ place] must
become a witness with us of His resurrection.”You saw that

D A Y    F I V E

18 ACTS
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WEEK ONE 19

it was required that the man witnessed the resurrection.
Why? Because the resurrection is a key element throughout
the Gospels.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. Mark the word gospel. I
draw a blue megaphone like this  gospel  and then color it
red. As you read this passage, note what Paul delivered
(preached to them) and you will see the essence of the
gospel. As you read, also note the phrase “according to the
Scriptures.”

Record what you learn about the gospel in your note-
book. You should set aside a couple of pages for this list so
that you can go back and add insights to it as you work
through Acts.
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Read Acts 1 again. Acts is a historical book that gives
witnesses’ accounts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

Locations are important in Acts, so underline in green,
or whatever color you prefer, every reference to a city or
region (i.e., Judea, Samaria). There’s a map of Jerusalem on
page 19 you may want to consult in order to gain a per-
spective of the locations you mark. Also, the map below
shows Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria.

Set aside several pages in your notebook for compiling
a list on what you learn about the Holy Spirit as you work
through Acts. Now, record your insights on the Holy Spirit
from chapter 1.

For example, you would want to record the following:

Jesus gave orders by the Holy Spirit (1:2)

D A Y    S I X

20 ACTS
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WEEK ONE 21

The Holy Spirit was promised by the Father (1:4)

Apostles would be baptized with the Holy Spirit (1:5)

As you see, the verse where the insight is found is listed
beside it. When you review a completed list, it is often
helpful to have the Scripture reference noted.

Store in your heart: Acts 1:8.
Read and discuss: Acts 1:1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

� When you made a list of what you learned about the
Holy Spirit from Acts 1, what did you write down?

� The word for baptized in the Greek5 is baptizmo—and
it means “to dip, immerse, to submerge for religious
purposes, overwhelm, saturate, baptize.” It carries with
it the idea of identification, of being united with some-
one or something. Compare Acts 1:5 with 1:8. When
the apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit, what
would the Holy Spirit do through them?

� According to Acts 1:8, what would the apostles receive,
and be, when the Holy Spirit came upon them (when
they were baptized with the Holy Spirit)?

� Look at the places in Acts 1 where you marked witnesses
and witness. What do you learn from observing the text
in these verses?

� Where were the disciples to wait for the promise from
the Father—the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

D A Y    S E V E N
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a. Where were they to go once they received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit?

b. What were they to do? (This question may seem
a little redundant after discussing what you
learned about being witnesses, but it is good to
reiterate these insights. Repetition is key to the
learning process.)

c. If you were to read the entire book of Acts before
beginning this study, you would see that Acts is
an account of how Acts 1:8 was fulfilled in those
beginning days of the church. Thus, Acts can be
divided into major portions as the account is
given of how the gospel is taken to Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the
earth. Acts continues today as we spread the
gospel throughout the earth. As you study, watch
where the gospel is taken, who takes it there, and
when.

� What did you learn about the gospel from 1 Corinthians
15:1-11? 

a. If one is to preach the gospel, what points do you
think are necessary to cover? Stick with what you
see in the Scripture!

b. What does the burial of Jesus confirm? 

c. What does the fact that He was seen by many
confirm? 

d. Should one discuss sin when presenting the
gospel? How do you know from this passage? Do
you see this happening today as churches seek to
reach the lost? What if the church tells you not to
mention sin to lost people? What would you say?

22 ACTS
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WEEK ONE 23

e. What part of witnessing is hardest for you? Do
you witness very often? Why or why not?

� Spend time together in prayer. Let each person have an
opportunity to pray and to ask God to speak to them
through the study of Acts, to show them what it means
to live and to walk by the Spirit of God, to know His
power, and to be witnesses of Him.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Whenever God calls you to do something for Him, He
always supplies the means. You never have to do anything
in your own strength, wisdom, or power. You have the Holy
Spirit. He is your Helper.

How well Jesus Christ, the God-Man, demonstrated
this as He lived a life without sin. Man was to live in this
way too, but Adam and Eve chose to walk independently of
God; to be like God, knowing good and evil. The Gospel of
John clearly states that Jesus always and only did those
things which pleased the Father. The works that the Father
did, the Son did also. The words that the Father spoke were
the words His Son spoke. Jesus demonstrated how we, as
mankind, are to live.

In Acts 1:2 you see that Jesus even gave orders to the
apostles by the Holy Spirit. May our Father show us over
and over again in this study of Acts what it means to be
filled with the Holy Spirit, to live in total dependence on
God, to do nothing apart from Him.
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