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UNIT ONE PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Chapter 1, 2, 17-21

From Victory to Defeat

The time of Joshua, the valiant warrior of God, was over. The Promised Land was won
and the covenant God made with Abraham concerning the land was fulfilled. The book of
Joshua records these final words of Joshua to the sons of Israel:

Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the
half-tribe of Manasseh, and said to them, “You have kept all that
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and have listened
to my voice in all that I commanded you. “You have not forsaken
your brothers these many days to this day, but have kept the
charge of the commandment of the Lord your God. “And now
the Lord your God has given rest to your brothers, as He
spoke to them; therefore turn now and go to your tents, to

the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the
Lord gave you beyond the Jordan. “Only be very careful

to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your
God and walk in all His ways and keep His commandments
and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and
with all your soul.” — Joshua 22:1-5

Sadly, you will find as you begin the book of Judges that the sons of
Israel did not obey Joshua’s admonishment.

The time period of the Judges is one of the darkest recorded in the history of Israel. And
although it is a book seldom studied or taught, it couldn’t be more relevant for today.
Apathy was rampant. Like a plague, it consumed the hearts of Israel. Murder, religious
corruption, rape, homosexuality, war, terror, nation oppressing nation — were as common
then as they are today.

As you discover the similarities between the times recorded in Judges and your own world
you need to ask the following questions: What is apathy? What are the consequences to

a nation, city, church or even a group of friends when no one stands up for what is right?
How does God respond to an apathetic heart? What happens when there are no absolutes?
And is there any hope for those who have given in to apathy’s deadly grip?

Although the book of Judges is a dark story of a people choosing to live in sin and rebel
against truth you will also discover that this book tells the story of ordinary men and
women God chose to accomplish the extraordinary. You will see what can happen when
one man or one woman chose to follow God and bring freedom and light to a people

© 2008 Precept Ministries International 9



PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Chapter 1, 2, 17-21

crushed by the weight of their choices. These are the stories of the Judges, individuals radically impacting
the world in which they lived! What can happen in your world if you choose to follow God and become
one of them — the extraordinary? And will you be the one that turns the tide of this generation?

To answer these questions you need to study the book of Judges. Whenever you open God’s Word, you
are face to face with truth — unchanging, absolute TRUTH! The Bible is the only book that is called
alive, active, and eternal. It is the only book inspired by God Himself. God desires to teach you His
Word, to sit with you and reveal truth to you. Before you open His Word, you need to verbalize your
need to be taught by Him! You need to express to Him your desire to not only know truth, but to handle
it accurately and live it out effectively.

May your prayer for this course be like David’s, one of Israel’s greatest kings: “Teach me your way, oh
Lord and I will walk in truth. Give me an undivided heart to fear your name!”

You can begin your study with the following prayer:

é )
ONE ON ONE:

God, as I begin this study, I ask that You clearly show me both the severe consequences
of disobedience and the unmerited blessing your mercy brings. I ask You to give me
ears to hear and eyes to see what You want me to learn from the book of Judges. You
are my teacher and I ask that You to evaluate my heart and reveal to me areas of my
life that need to be transformed with truth. Show me what it means to live a life of great
significance, not by the world's standards, but by Yours alone.

As I learn about the ordinary men and women You used to accomplish extraordinary
tasks in the work of Your kingdom, my prayer is that You will prepare me to deliver
people from the darkness that envelopes those not enlightened by Your Word.

Father, I know that the enemy does not want me to know the truths of Your Word. I ask
You to give me supernatural eyes to see the things he throws my way. Father, I ask You to
protect me from the ways he works. God, do whatever it takes to keep me in Your Word.
Give me the grace I need to live out the truths that I will see. Though the world around
me is dark, I ask You to use this study to shine the light of Christ to my generation. I
surrender to Your will for me as I open Your Word. Teach me how to live. Amen.
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Judges
U-1, Lesson 1, Chapter 1

Indifference, unbelief, incomplete obedience — where do they lead? What do they cost? Are they worth it?

Our objective this week is to get a sense of the times of the Judges — the 340 to 360 years following the
victories of Joshua. The historical and moral setting of this dark period in Israel’s history, along with the
cause of this darkness, is captured for us in the opening and closing chapters of the book. Therefore, this

is where you’ll focus your attention this week.

Observe Judges 1, which is printed out for you in the
Appendix. Read the first chapter without pausing to figure it
all out. Watch for a key phrase that is repeated several times
from 1:21 to the end of the chapter.

Now read Judges 1 again and observe the following:

Mark all references to time or sequence of events
_ with a clock like this: ()

Double underline in green any reference to
geographical locations such as cities.

When you come to any verse that gives you a clue to
the historical setting of this book, put a star beside the

verse number.

When you discover the key repeated phrase, write it
below.

© 2008 Precept Ministries International
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Observation - =eading with

o purpose. ntervogate the text
as you read by asking the sw
and H questions. Once you
have reaol it use the observation
tools of marking key words
and phrases and making Lists
to more clearly see what is saidl.

Historical Setting - &) asking

the 5ws and H, you can get
clues to the historical setting
of the book. These clues revenl
political, soctal, philosophical
and religious conditions of the

tlmes.

(Key Phrase - A key phrase Ls an

bmportant phrase that is repeateo
for emphasis elther in the chapter or
throwghout a segment of the book
or the entire book.
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U-1, Lesson 1, Chapter 1

Using a 3x5 notecard make a list of key words and symbols you have used already. You will add to this
card key words you discover in other chapters as we study Judges. Here’s an example:

12

Historical Setting hxg

References to thme I¢)

Geographical location

© 2008 Precept Ministries International



LESSON TWO PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 2, Chapter 1

Whoever wrote Judges 1 under the leadership of God’s Spirit wanted readers of this historical account
to understand two things from this chapter: first, which tribes of Israel failed to drive out enemies from
the land God gave them; and secondly, the enemies or nations Israel did not destroy. To make sure that
you clearly see and remember this information, fill out the chart that follows from what you learned in
chapter one. The first row has been filled out for you.

JUDGES 1: THE TRIBES DID NOT DRIVE OUT THE INHABITANTS

THE TRIBE PEOPLE GROUP THE CITIES OR LOCATIONS
THEY DID NOT DRIVE OUT OF THE PEOPLE GROUP
Judah coannanites (nhabitants of the vaLL%) In the vaLLeg
. J
4 )

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL:

The tribes of Israel were descendents of the sons of Jacob, who was the son of Isaac, the son
of Abraham: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali,
Joseph (who was given an extra portion of his father’s inheritance so that each of his sons,
Ephraim and Manasseh, received their own land; Genesis 48:21-22) and Benjamin. Although
there were 12 tribes from 12 sons, there were 13 divisions of the land and 13 tribes referred
to in Scripture once Joseph’s sons were each given their own land.

THE MORE Y0U KNOY....

N
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U-1, Lesson 2, Chapter 1

Using the map “Locations in Judges Chapters 1-3” e ] ] ]
N in the Appendix, locate and circle the cities, if Whewn studying :SG”PJCW@// seeng
w ‘f(é)‘f»‘ ; possible, you double underlined when you marked exactly where cities or territories
XA/ geographical locations. Geography is important are Locateot on maps help You
S when you study the Word of God. establish context and wnderstand
the historical setting.
For exawmple, can You see how
many nhabitants were left tn
the Land and why the constant
exposure to their Loolatry and
culture became a snave and
stumbling block for Isimel? Keep
this n mind as you continue Your
study.
4 )

What happens when You fail to drive out the inhabitants of the land? As you Look
further into the thmes of the Judges, you will see how the inhabitants’ influences Led
Isyael tnto sin and captivity. what are the “inhabitants” in your Land? Are there sins
you participated tn before coming to Christ that you have not yet put to death? Have
You allowed new “nhabitants” to settle? Have you allowed trappings of the world to
take wp restoence tn your Life?

“Do not Love the world nor the things in the world. if anyone
Loves the world, the Love of the Father is wot in hive. For all that
ts b the world, the Llust of the flesh and the Lust of the eyes and
the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the
world. The world is passing away, and also tts lusts; but the one
who does the will of God Lives forever.”

- John 2:15-16

14 © 2008 Precept Ministries International



LESSON THREE

PRECEPT.

The key repeated phrase in Judges 1 focused your attention
on the fact that the children of Israel did not drive out

the inhabitants of Canaan, but instead made them forced
laborers. Interpret this action through the following
scriptures. Note what you learn from them regarding the
inhabitants of the land and what God told Israel to do with
them. Remember, God promised Canaan to Abraham and
his descendants through Isaac and Jacob as an everlasting
possession.

@ 31-33

[\
W

DEUTERONOI\/TY 7:1-2, 16 22

3:1-13

[\

Ul

JOSHUA

L

y

4
10,
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Judges
U-1, Lesson 3, Chapter 1

(Cross-references - These ave
vital parts of interpretation -
understanding what the text
means. Other scriptures help
clavify the meanings of passages

Yow are studying.

f
Hint: You are

trying to determine
from these

passages what
God’s tnstructions
concerning the
tnhabitants of

the Land were.

This will help you
understana why
the Lnhabitants
were not driven out
n Judoes 1.
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PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 3, Chapter 1

Based on your observations of Judges 1 and the cross-references, how would you describe Israel’s
condition in the days of the judges?

How would you describe the people’s actions in chapter one?

4 e
If you already completed the Joshua study, you should Application is the “So what?” part
remember the significance of Joshua 23. In his final of inductive Bible study. Practice
words, Joshua reminds the children of Israel how God had asking gjow&df questions like,

warned them through Moses and Joshua, admonishing

“Joshua told the people what
them to listen — to walk in obedience. J PEop

would happen if they did not
drive out the nhabitants. They
tonored him and suffered the
consequences he promised... ‘So

Has anyone, like your parents, grandparents, or someone
close to you, ever warned you not to take a certain path
— and told you what would happen if you did? Were they

right? Did you listen or did you resent their counsel? Did what?

you think you knew more than they? Did you despise You should always ask yourself
their counsel? Chafe at their words? And what happened? how understanding what you've
Write out the situation and the result below. seen bn God's Word applies to Your

Life right now!

Even though you have just begun your study of the book of Judges, what lessons have you learned that

16 © 2008 Precept Ministries International
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Judges
U-1, Lesson 3, Chapter 1

you can begin to practice in your daily living?

If someone recorded your responses to God’s instructions and warnings, what would they say? Have
you been fully obedient, partially obedient or not obedient at all? Explain your answers.

/ lI/\J‘LCYCbLLV\/(d bC(ﬁLV\/V\/LV\;(ﬁ 'LU UUVLY LM_L/{w UI/\/‘)(/LL/:(ﬁC , l// 4% L (/«‘L I{UUVL MILI/CI/(L/{w ‘LVL(/‘LLCI/{ L}/IC \
book of Joshua you will remenmber the words of encouragement you read tn today'’s
lesson. How quickly the sons of Israel forgot God's warnings and instructions! Will
You be as quick to forget what you learned from God’s Wordl?

AS You continue to study the book of Judges pay close attention to the consequences of
(srael’s forgetfulness and disobedience. God is the same 5es‘cer0{a5, todag, and forever.
f You olisob% God’s warnings and instructions,, You too can expect consequences!

o J

© 2008 Precept Ministries International 17



UPON
PRECEPT.

18

Judges
U-1, Lesson 3, Chapter 1

© 2008 Precept Ministries International



LESSON FOUR

PRECEPT.

examples are provided):

Judges
U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

Read Judges 2 to grasp the overall content of the chapter. Add the following key words and phrases
- to your key word bookmark and then mark each in its own distinctive color or symbol (some

any specific reference to the land of Canaan God gave Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and his
twelve sons. If you want, color it blue and double underline it in green. (Mark specific references
to this Promised Land the same way throughout your study of the Old Testament.)

the phrases the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and the synonymous phrase, they
would turn back and act more corruptly. References to “doing evil” is a very important phrase

that you’ll want to mark throughout Judges.

Jjudges (use a brown gavel like this F~_).
anger (color red).

nation (underline in brown and shade green).

die and death (with a black tombstone like this . ).
test (underline in orange).

references to not listening to the Lord (with a green
ear with a slash through it like this 4 )

covenant (put a yellow box around it and color it

-
Marking significant words or
phrases that are used throughout
Scripture tn consistent ways
will help you quickly tdentify
and complle information about
those toples. You can simply scan
through books you have studied
and locate Your distinctive
marking for those words or
phrases. Your diligence today

will help you Later.

vellow). Whenever you see covenant in your Bible, you should mark it for two reasons: first,
because everything God does is based on covenant, and second, because God is the sovereign

administrator of all covenants.

all references to time and geographical locations. You
can double-underline locations with a green pen or
pencil.

Also put a star next to any verse in this chapter that
provides the historical context of the times and people
of the events in Judges 1-2.

© 2008 Precept Ministries International
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Context - The environment or
setting in which something owells
or Ls founadl. Look for verses that
help you understand what Ls
going on during this time period
or why people are doing the things

they are doing.
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PRECEPT.

Check the map “Locations in Judges Chapters 1-3” in the
N Appendix to see where Gilgal and Bochim are located.
A\ Did you see why they named the place Bochim? The
W i@,-i E . o .
A4 text tells you in verses 4 and 5. Write it out.
S

How completely do you obey the Word of God?

Judges
U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

Hint: The word “so” ln verse 5
can mean “therefore.” To answer
this question think about what
the people had been doing that
“thevefore’named the place.

How much does knowing God’s Word affect your obedience?

Are there commands you have not obeyed even though you knew them? List them below and
then write down what happened after. Don’t hesitate; no one else needs to read them.

20
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PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

Take your list and tell God you failed to obey, you’re sorry, and you confess it as sin. Then

tell Him you want Him to free you from power the enemy has in your life resulting from your
disobedience. Ask Him to fill every area of your being with His Spirit and tell Him that you will
resist the enemy’s temptation and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit — one moment at a time.
You can write out your prayer below.

Do You realize that the chief source of failure in believers is thelr tolerance of partial
obedience to the Word of God? When you fail to drive out the enemy completely,
then “that sin” becomes whips tn your side and thorns tn Your eyes. St becomes
tortuous; its tenacity ls wnrelenting until we fall on our faces and cry out to God
for deliverance, thew rise to walk in obedience, vowing to give wo further place of
oceupation to the enemy.

Vietory Ls yours for obedience just as it was for Israel because God is a mereiful Godl
and a God of grace ~ grace that guarantees victory.

N

© 2008 Precept Ministries International 21
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Judges
U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

WH;}{['S WHAT IS OBEBIENCE? - PROJECT

f 0 UR For this assignment, you will need the following:

V'{JRLU The chart on the next page
VIEY?

Interview at least three adults in your life (parent, grandparent, aunt,

uncle, teacher, pastor, etc.) and ask them to tell you what they would
consider fully and partially obeying regarding the topics listed on the
chart. Write their responses to each topic in the two columns.

After completing your interviews, read the verses listed for each topic and then below the
chart describe full obedience concerning each topic.

~

22
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U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

/
OBEDIENCE TO...

FULL OBEDIENCE

PARTIAL OBEDIENCE

~

GOD'S WORD CONCERNING...

IMMORALITY
Ephesians 5:3

WHAT YOU TALK ABOUT
Ephesians 4:29, 1 Timothy 3:11

IDOLATRY
Exodus 20:3,4

A BOSS AT WORK
Titus 2:9-10, 3:1,2

GOVERNMENT
Romans 13:1-7

N

© 2008 Precept Ministries International

23



UPON
PRECEPT.

24

Judges
U-1, Lesson 4, Chapter 2

© 2008 Precept Ministries International



LESSON FIVE PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 5, Chapter 2

After seeking God’s insight and wisdom in prayer, read through Judges 2 and write idolatry in the
margin of your Observation Worksheets next to verses that show idolatry among the Israelites. (The first
one can be found in 2:11.)

What progression do you see in Judges 2:11-19 once the sons of Israel do evil in the sight of the Lord
and serve the Baals? List it below. -

When Looking for a progression

of events, Look at the event that
takes place first then leads to other
events in the text.

Hint: The flrst event in this
chapter Ls the sons of Isvael dolng
evil in the sight of the Lord by
senving other gods.

How do you see God responding in Judges 2:20-23, and why?

According to Judges 2:20-23, why were the nations not driven out by Joshua left behind?

What was the purpose of the test?

From what you learned in chapter 2, did Israel pass the test?

What do you think God would have done if they had passed the test?

© 2008 Precept Ministries International 25
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Judges
U-1, Lesson 5, Chapter 2

7 Go back and mark every reference to God in this e
/,,,,\f\chapter. Then list below what you learn about Him.

The goal of nductive Bible Study
Ls to know God. As You observe the
text, You always want to take time
to think about and write out what
You Learned about God.

Now by asking the 5Ws and H, record what chapters one and two tell you with respect to the “who’s” of
the times, what is happening, when it is happening, where it is happening, and why. Include the spiritual
and moral climate of the times and any indication of how it happened. You will find a page at the end
of this unit entitled “The Historical Setting of Judges” to record your insights... just the facts, nothing
elaborate!

Now record the main theme or event covered in Judges 1 and Judges 2 on the appropriate chapter lines
on the “Judges At A Glance” chart in the Appendix.

Wow! The natlons which the sons of Israel didn't drive out became a test to them.

Does this help you understand why Joshun didw't take all of the land God gave to

the children of (srael? Joshua oid his job completely! God wanted inhabitants Left to
see if the sons of (srael would follow Him even after joshua was gone. Sadly, after
Joshun and the elders died, the people forgot the work Goo haol done for them - turning
instead to serve other gods. What will you do when the godly influences of your
pavents, grandparents, pastors, and teachers are gone? When Yowng people Leave
Chiristian schools or move away from parents, they often turn from God to serve other
gods, forgetting the spivitual lessons they were taught. Will you?

N J
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LESSON SIX PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 6, Chapters 17-19

Your assignment today is to read Judges 17-19 straight through simply as you would read several
chapters of an interesting book. As you read:

~_ Mark in distinctive ways the phrases no king in Israel and every man did what is right in his own

\\\eyes. These are first used in Judges 17:6 and are found in no other places in Judges apart from
these final chapters.

Note below the major sin(s) exposed in each chapter.

Joshua 17

Joshua 18

Joshua 19

Pretty gross stuff! However, does it sound at all familiare Pick up any newspaper
from around the world and yow'll see much of the same thing. ignoring God’s Law
and choosing to do what is right in the eyes of men has led to this kind of blatant
tmumorality for ages! Kinowing God’s Word for yourself will teach you what the
consequences of sin are... not only tn Your Life, but also in Your soclety). You don't
have to be unaware ~ you can make the right choices!

N )
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LESSON SEVEN PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Lesson 7, Chapters 20-21

Your assignment today is to read Judges 20-21 straight through just like you did in Lesson Six.

Continue to mark in distinctive ways the phrases no king in Israel and every man did what is
/,,,,,,\“:aright in his own eyes.

Note below the major sin(s) exposed in each chapter.

Judges 20

Judges 21

How do these final chapters help you understand the times of the Judges?

Do you see any parallels today? If so, what?

© 2008 Precept Ministries International 29



PRECEPT.

Finally, what is the most significant thing you learned in this ~ /~
first week of study that spoke to you personally?

Judges
U-1, Lesson 7, Chapters 20-21

Application - Bible stud Ylsn't
Just another academic class

You take to help you get tnto

a good college and then Land o
good job. It's thme spent getting
to Rinow the one, true, Living
God. If You know what it says,
understand what it means, and
Llve out Lts truths, Lt will meact
your eterwitg Il So think about
questions Like this one. Ask
oo what He wants you to learn
during your diligent hours of
studg.

Great Job!! You finished your first unit of Judges! Although spending a Lot of time on
observation Ls tedious, it Ls vital!l How can you ever tmLa understand God’s Word and
accurately interpret tks meaning without first carefully seeing exactly what it says?
Religions and cults base some of thelr beliefs on false interpretations because they
don't flrst see what the Blble Ls saying. You don't want to be decelved. You want to
walk tn truth. Serving God can only be done one way - His! Your haro work will keep
You from being decetved and you will take what you see aceurately and begin to walk
n truth!

J

30
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N

THE HISTORICAL SETTING OF JUDGES

~

© 2008 Precept Ministries International
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PRECEPT.

Judges
U-1, Chapter 1, 2, 17-21

ENRICHMENT WORDS
Absolutes — having no restrictions, exceptions, or qualifications.
Apathy — lack of feeling or emotion, lack of interest or concern.
Chafe — to feel irritation or discontent.

Idolatry — the worship of a physical object as a god, immoderate attachment or devotion to
something.

Indifference — of no importance or value one way or the other, marked by a lack of interest,
enthusiasm, or concern for something.

Moral — of or relating to principles of right and wrong in behavior.
Obedient — submissive to the restraint or command of authority: willing to obey.
Relevant — having significant and demonstrable bearing on the matter at hand.

Synonymous — alike in meaning or significance, having the same connotations, implications, or
reference.

Tortuous — marked by repeated twists, bends, or turns, marked by devious or indirect tactics.
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