
   
 

i 

 

English Standard Version 
 

2 Samuel 
and 

 1 Chronicles 
The life of David — 

a man after God’s 
own heart 

 



  ii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT®

English Standard Version 

2 Samuel & 1 Chronicles 
The life of david—a man after god’s own heart 

 
© 2014 Precept Ministries International. All rights reserved. 

This material is published by and is the sole property of Precept Ministries 
International of Chattanooga, Tennessee. No part of this publication may be 

reproduced, translated, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or  
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage and 

retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. 
 

Precept, Precept Ministries International, Precept Ministries  
International The Inductive Bible Study People, 

 the Plumb Bob design, Precept Upon Precept, In & Out, Sweeter than Chocolate!,  
Cookies on the Lower Shelf, Precepts For Life, Precepts From God’s Word and  
Transform Student Ministries are trademarks of Precept Ministries International. 

 
Scripture take from ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®). 
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

1st edition 
Printed in the United States of America 

 



  
CONTENTS 

iii 

 
 

PAGE  L E S S O N S 

1  LESSON ONE: Remember You’re Destined for the Throne

15  LESSON TWO: What Does the Davidic Covenant Mean to You? 

31  LESSON THREE: Sin—Why Did I Go There? 

43  LESSON FOUR: What Do You Do When Life Gets Messed Up? 

51  LESSON FIVE: A Friend for the Day of Adversity 

61  LESSON SIX: The Legacy of a Song 

67  LESSON SEVEN: There’s Hope Because of God’s Priceless Grace 

83  LESSON EIGHT: Would You Be King? 

   

  A P P E N D I X 

99  2 Samuel Observation Worksheets

181  2 Samuel at a Glance

183  1 Chronicles 22–29 Observation Worksheets

207  1 Chronicles 22–29 at a Glance

209  1 Kings 1–2:12 Observation Worksheets

217  Map, Israel in the Days of Samuel, Saul, and David

219  Map, The Borders of David’s Empire

221  David’s Family Tree

223  Psalm 3 Observation Worksheet

   

 



  iv 



  
HELPFUL STUDY TOOLS 

v 

 
 
 

H E L P F U L   S T U D Y   T O O L S 

 ARTHUR, KAY 
How to Study Your Bible 
Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1994/2010 

 The New Inductive Study Bible—English Standard Version 
Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 2013 

 Hebrew Word Study Tools
(The following is a list of helpful Hebrew Word Study Tools:) 

 
HARRIS, R. LAIRD; ARCHER, GLEASON L. JR.; WALTKE, BRUCE K. 
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Press, 1980 

 
ZODHIATES, SPIROS 
The Complete Word Study Old Testament 
Chattanooga, Tennessee: AMG Publishers, 1994

 
BAKER, WARREN; CARPENTER, EUGENE 
The Complete Word Study Dictionary Old Testament 
Chattanooga, Tennessee: AMG Publishers, 2003

R E C O M M E N D E D   C O M M E N T A R I E S 

 GAEBELIEN, FRANK E. 
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 3 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishers, 1992 

 HUGHES, ROBERT B. AND LANEY, J. CARL

Tyndale Concise Bible Commentary 
Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1990 

 EDERSHEIM, ALFRED

Old Testament Bible History 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1984 

  

 WALVOORD, JOHN F., ZUCK, ROY B., eds. 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures 
Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1983-c1985 

 
 
 



 

  vi 



  
2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles 

Lesson 1, 2 Samuel 1–5 

 

© 2014 Precept Ministries International  1 

 
 

LESSON ONE 
Remember You’re Destined for the 
Throne 

 
 

Cross-references 
The following located in the Appendix: 

Observation Worksheets of 2 Samuel 1–5 
“2 Samuel at a Glance” chart 
“Israel in the Days of Samuel, Saul, and David” map 
“David’s Family Tree” 

 
 

David’s Ascent To the Throne 

Someday, we as children of God will reign with the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
King of kings, the Lord of lords. What lessons can we learn from the life of 
David that will prepare us for that grand and glorious day? 

 
 

As always, Beloved of God, when you open the Word of God, you need to call 
upon the Spirit of God to open your eyes that you might know and understand the 
things of God, for from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. And to 
Him belongs the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
1. Read through chapter 1 of 2 Samuel. 

a. Do your observations. If you have studied New Testament books with us 
before, you will quickly see that observing Old Testament historical books 
is very different from observing doctrinal segments of Scripture which are 
far more complicated and demanding. So don’t feel “spiritually cheated” 
because these do not demand the time and word studies that the others do. 
We will move through Old Testament passages much more rapidly simply 
because of the nature of the books. But rest assured you will learn so 
much…precept upon precept. If you have never observed a Bible chapter 
using an Observation Worksheet, then read “Focusing in on the Details” in 
How to Study Your Bible. 

1) Mark every reference to death, dying, killing in the same way. Also 
mark love and anointed. 

THIS LESSON 

INCORPORATES

DAY
ONE

Precept Ministries International 
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2) Make a card of key words and how you are going to mark them, and 
use this for a bookmark as you study 2 Samuel. Some people mark 
their Bibles as well as, or instead of, their Observation Worksheets. 

3) If you don’t have an NISB (New Inductive Study Bible), consider 
getting one. It’s unique among study Bibles, and it will become a 
treasure you will want to leave as a legacy. 

b. Pay attention to the main characters in this historical account. Learn what 
you can about each. 

c. As you note the 5 Ws and an H—the who, what, when, where, why and 
how of all that transpires in this chapter—make sure you double underline 
geographical references in green or however you care to mark them. There 
is a map in the Appendix, “Israel in the Days of Samuel, Saul, and David,” 
where you can locate the places mentioned  

d. As you searched out the 5 Ws and an H, what did you learn about the 
“when” of the events in this chapter? Write it out in a single sentence. 

 
 
 
 

e. Mark the word fasted and put it on your key word bookmark. It is not used 
frequently, but you will see it again in this book and you’ll want to learn 
about this spiritual discipline in David’s life. 

f. What key phrase did you see in David’s lament? If you didn’t mark it, do so. 

2. Now let’s compare 2 Samuel 1 with the last chapter of 1 Samuel. If you didn’t 
take 1 Samuel Precept Upon Precept or it has been awhile since you studied 
it, read through 1 Samuel 31. 

a. What differs in these chapters? (Can you see the importance of studying the 
Bible book by book? Remember 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book.) 

 
 
 
 

b. Why the difference? 
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c. Do you think David knew the difference in the two accounts? Why? 

 
 
 
 

d. Who were the Amalekites? If you studied our 1 Samuel course, you 
probably remember. But if not, or if you didn’t study 1 Samuel, look up 
the following Scriptures and record your insights: 

1) Exodus 17:8-16 

 
 
 
 
 

2) Deuteronomy 25:17-19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3) 1 Samuel 15:2-3, 7-9, 32-33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Read 1 Chronicles 10:1-7. Which account do you think is true, the one in 
1 Samuel 31 or what the Amalekite says in 2 Samuel 1? Why? 
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f. What do you think was the Amalekite’s motive in bringing the crown and 
bracelet of Saul to David? 

 

 
 
 
 

g. What can you learn from the Amalekite? Have you ever seen people bring 
news to another person with impure motives? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Some people have used 2 Samuel 1:26 to argue that David and Jonathan had a 
homosexual relationship. How would you answer them? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We are going to do a chapter a day this week, Beloved, so hang on. It is going to 
be good. Doing it at this pace will help you get a fuller picture of what is going on 
in David’s life. 
 
As you study, remember to approach the Scriptures prayerfully, asking the Spirit 
of God not only to open the eyes of your understanding but also to teach you 
valuable lessons for life from the account of the lives of these men and the 
workings of God. 
 
 

 
1. Read through 2 Samuel 2. Mark references to time, place, and other key words 

including inquired of the Lord. This is a very important practice that you’ll 
want to note. Remember from our study of 1 Samuel that inquiry to God was 
often made through the use of the Urim and the Thummim. 

Exodus 28 says the Urim and Thummim were in the breastpiece of judgment 
the priest wore over his heart when he went before the Lord. Numbers 27 
speaks of Eleazar the priest inquiring for Joshua by the judgment of the Urim 
before the Lord. 

DAY
TWO
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It seems that light was transmitted on this breastpiece that bore the stones of 
the twelve tribes of Israel and thereby gave God’s answer to their questions. 
The Stone Edition of the Chumash reads, “the Breastplate was folded in half to 
form a pouch-like pocket. Into it Moses was to insert a slip of parchment 
containing the Ineffable Name…. This Name was called Urim, from the 
word… light, because it would cause individual letters of the tribal names on 
the Breastplate to light up; and it was called Tumim, from the word 
…completeness, because, if read in the proper order, these luminous letters 
presented complete and true answers to the questions of national import that 
the Kohen Gadol would ask of God.”1 

2. There are lots of significant names in this chapter, aren’t there? 

a. As you read through this portion of 2 Samuel, color-code the references to 
Joab and Abner since they are significant characters. 

b. To keep the “players” of these events in mind we think you will find it 
helpful to make lists of who’s who in David’s camp and in Ish-bosheth’s. 
As you list their names, note what happens with each or how each is 
identified. Joab’s name is listed in the genealogies of 1 Chronicles 2:16. 
Read verses 12-16 so you can see David’s relationship to Joab. 

David’s Ish-bosheth’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

c. At the end of this lesson there is a family tree for Saul which you will find 
informative. 

3. Now write out a brief synopsis of what happens in this chapter. 

 
 
                                                 

1 Rabbi Nosson Scherman and Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz, eds., The Stone Edition of the Chumash (The Torah: 
Haftaros and Five Megillos with a commentary anthologized from the Rabbinic Writings), (Brooklyn: Mesorah 
Publications, 1993), p. 470. 
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4. If you have studied with us since the book of Genesis, you probably remember 
the significance of Hebron. Locate Hebron on the “Israel in the Days of 
Samuel, Saul, and David” map. It is a city often mentioned in the modern 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Look up the following verses and note what the 
Word of God tells us about Hebron and to whom it belongs: 

a. Genesis 13:18 

 

 
 
 

b. Genesis 23:2,17-20 

 
 
 
 
 

c. Genesis 35:27 

 
 
 

d. Joshua 14:13 

 
 
 

e. Joshua 21:8-13 

 
 
 

5. Record the theme of this chapter and chapter 1 on the “2 Samuel at a Glance” 
chart located in the Appendix. 
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1. Do your observations on chapter 3. 

a. Make sure you add the word covenant to your key word list. It’s always 
good to mark this word throughout your Bible. Everything God does is 
based on covenant, and He is the sovereign administrator of all covenants. 
This truth will “come home” more significantly in 2 Samuel. Also mark 
references to wickedness as you would mark sin.  

b. If you get confused about the characters, go back to the lists you compiled 
yesterday. Watch the dynamics of these relationships, and remember, 
“there is nothing new under the sun.” 

c. In the Appendix you will find David’s family tree, taken from the New 
Inductive Study Bible. It will help you keep David’s children straight. 
Some of these children will take on more significance as you move 
through 2 Samuel. 

d. After doing your observations on chapter 3, look at 1 Chronicles 3:1-9, 
which also mentions David’s children. In verse 1 you will note that 
Abigail’s son is named Daniel. This undoubtedly is Chileab. 

2. As you observed this chapter, you noted that the author(s) were careful to let 
us know about Abner taking Saul’s concubine and about the return of Michal 
to David. Alliances by marriage and the taking of a king’s concubine were 
often matters of political import as is seen throughout history. Let’s take a few 
minutes to examine these events further. 

a. First, let’s look at Abner’s acquisition of Saul’s concubine. The king’s 
wives and concubines by custom went to the successor of the king. Look 
up the following verses (although they are a little preemptive in our study 
of the Old Testament) and note what you learn from them: 

1) 2 Samuel 16:20-22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2) 1 Kings 1:1-3; 2:13-25 

 
 
 

 

 
 

DAY
THREE
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b. What does it seem like Abner is doing if he takes Saul’s concubine? 

 
 
 
 

c. Now, look at David’s request for the return of Michal. Thinking 
politically, what might this say to the people? To those under “Saul’s 
house”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In 2 Samuel 3:30 you learn why Abner is put to death. 

a. Was it right for Joab and Abishai to kill Abner? What did you learn about 
Abner and the death of Joab and Abishai’s brother from chapter 2? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. What can you learn from this for your own life? What caution does it bring? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. What is David doing in verse 35? How would you mark this? 
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d. What does David’s action say to the people? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Record the theme of this chapter on your “2 Samuel at a Glance” Chart. 
 

 
1. Do your observations on 2 Samuel 4. This is a short but significant chapter. 

2. Look through the Observation Worksheets that you have completed and note 
where you marked references to death and killing. Is there a lot of killing? 

3. Who is killed in chapter 4 and why? 

 
 
 

4. What do the murderers assume? 

 
 
 
 

5. Look up the following verses and record what you learn from them: 

a. Genesis 9:4-6 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Exodus 20:13 

 
 
 

c. Leviticus 24:17,21 

 
 
 

DAY 
FOUR
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d. Numbers 35:29-34 

 

 
 
 

e. Deuteronomy 21:1-9 

 

 
 

6. How does our present system of dealing with murderers compare with what 
you have seen in the Scriptures? Does this give you any insight into how 
murderers should be dealt with and why? 

 
 

 
 
 

7. What does David’s response to the murderers of Ish-bosheth tell you about 
David? 

 
 
 

 

8. List what you learn from 2 Samuel 4:4 about Mephibosheth. This is important 
information since we will encounter him again in our study of 2 Samuel. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

9. Record the theme of this chapter on the At a Glance chart. 

You’ve done well, Beloved. When Jesus drew aside with His disciples on the 
Mount of Beatitudes by the Sea of Galilee, He pronounced a blessing upon all 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. The blessing was that they would 
know satisfaction. May you experience this satisfaction through your studies as 
you take the precepts you are learning and make them your precepts for life. 
Remember, these historical accounts are preserved for us that we might learn 
from the lives of others and from the response of our God to the actions and 
activities of not only His people Israel but also of the nations. 
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1. As you begin your time of study in prayer, ask God to help you remember that 
someday you too will reign with the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Ask 
Him to use this study of His Word to prepare you for that time. 

2. Do your observations on 2 Samuel 5. Add to your key word list the word 
establish (established) and mark it if it is a reference to God’s establishing 
something. Time phrases and geographical locations will be important in this 
chapter, so mark them carefully. Record the theme of the chapter on the At a 
Glance chart. 

3. Now read 1 Chronicles 11:1-9, a parallel passage to 2 Samuel 5:1-10. 

4. Jerusalem was also called Jebus and its inhabitants Jebusites. On the map “Israel 
in the Days of Samuel, Saul, and David,” locate Jerusalem. Then look up the 
following references and see what you learn about the Jebusites and their city: 

a. Exodus 23:19-25 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Joshua 15:63 

 
 

 

 
 

c. Judges 1:21 

 

 
 
 
 

5. Now read through 2 Samuel 5:11-25 again. First Chronicles 14 is a parallel 
passage to this segment of 2 Samuel 5 which you don’t need to read unless 
you have time to spare. However, there are two parallel passages that give us 
insight into an event that occurs when the Philistines spread themselves out in 
the valley of Rephaim to attack David. One is in the segment of 2 Samuel 23 

DAY
FIVE
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(verses 8-39) that lists David’s mighty men. If you read 2 Samuel 23:13-17, it 
will give you greater insight into David’s heart and relationship with his men. 
First Chronicles 11:15-19 is the other parallel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Reflect on all you’ve observed about David as a person through 2 Samuel 5. 
What do you learn about him as he finally ascends the throne promised to him 
when he was anointed by Samuel to be the next king of Israel? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What preceded David’s ascension to his throne? Were things easy for him? 
What did he face? What will precede your ascension to ruling and reigning 
with the Lord Jesus Christ? Reflect on 2 Timothy 3:10-17. 
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8. As we bring this week’s study to a close, what is your prayer to God? How 
has God spoken to you, Beloved…and what is your response? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember that God said David was a man after His own heart. Wouldn’t you like 
to be a man or woman after God’s own heart? From David we learn so much. 
Like David, we should grieve over our sin, plead for God’s forgiveness, and then 
walk knowing that He in His abounding grace has given it. And like David, in 
response to God’s faithfulness, we should worship Him with our lives and our 
service. Do you know God like David did? By doing this study you are taking the 
time to get to know God the way David did and the reward will be great! You 
cannot come face to face with the Holy God and not walk away changed forever! 
Keep studying, there is so much more to learn. 
 

2 

                                                 
2 Taken from The New Inductive Study Bible, Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, OR, © 2000, page 470. 
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2 Samuel 1 
Observation Worksheet 

Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________ 

AFTER the death of Saul, when David had returned from striking down the 

Amalekites, David remained two days in Ziklag. 

2 And on the third day, behold, a man came from Saul’s camp, with his 

clothes torn and dirt on his head. And when he came to David, he fell to the 

ground and paid homage. 

3 David said to him, “Where do you come from?” And he said to him, “I have 

escaped from the camp of Israel.” 

4 And David said to him, “How did it go? Tell me.” And he answered, “The 

people fled from the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are 

dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are also dead.” 

5 Then David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that 

Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?” 

6 And the young man who told him said, “By chance I happened to be on 

Mount Gilboa, and there was Saul leaning on his spear, and behold, the 

chariots and the horsemen were close upon him. 

7 “And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called to me. And I 

answered, ‘Here I am.’  

8 “And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 

9 “And he said to me ‘Stand beside me and kill me, for anguish has seized me, 

and yet my life still lingers.’ 

10 “So I stood beside him and killed him, because I was sure that he could not 

live after he had fallen. And I took the crown that was on his head and the 

armlet that was on his arm, and I have brought them here to my lord.” 

11 Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so did all the men 

who were with him. 
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12 And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for 

Jonathan his son and for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, 

because they had fallen by the sword. 

13 And David said to the young man who told him, “Where do you come 

from?” And he answered, “I am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite.” 

14 David said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to put out your hand to 

destroy the LORD’s anointed?” 

15 Then David called one of the young men and said, “Go, execute him.” And 

he struck him down so that he died. 

16 And David said to him, “Your blood be on your head, for your own mouth 

has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’ ” 

17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and Jonathan his son, 

18 and he said it should be taught to the people of Judah; behold, it is written in 

the Book of Jashar. He said: 
 

19 “Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places! 

  How the mighty have fallen! 

20 “Tell it not in Gath, 

  publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon, 

  lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

  lest the daughters of the uncircumcised exult. 
 

21 “You mountains of Gilboa, 

  let there be no dew or rain upon you, 

  nor fields of offerings!  

  For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, 

  the shield of Saul, not anointed with oil. 
 

22 “From the blood of the slain, 

  from the fat of the mighty, 

  the bow of Jonathan turned not back, 

  and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

23 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely! 

  In life and in death they were not divided; 
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  they were swifter than eagles; 

  they were stronger than lions. 
 

24 “You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 

  who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet, 

  who put ornaments of gold on your apparel. 
 

25 “How the mighty have fallen 

  in the midst of the battle! 

  Jonathan lies slain on your high places. 

26  I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; 

  very pleasant have you been to me; 

  your love to me was extraordinary, 

  surpassing the love of women. 
 

27 “How the mighty have fallen, 

  and the weapons of war perished!” 
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2 Samuel 2 
Observation Worksheet 

Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________ 

AFTER this David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up into any of the cities 

of Judah?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall 

I go up?” And he said, “To Hebron.” 

2 So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam of Jezreel and 

Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 

3 And David brought up his men who were with him, everyone with his 

household, and they lived in the towns of Hebron. 

4 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the 

house of Judah. 

When they told David, “It was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,” 

5 David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them, “May 

you be blessed by the LORD, because you showed this loyalty to Saul your 

lord and buried him. 

6 “Now may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you. And I will 

do good to you because you have done this thing. 

7 “Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant, for Saul your lord 

is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.” 

8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul’s army, took Ish-bosheth the 

son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim, 

9 and he made him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel and 

Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. 

10 Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old when he began to reign over 

Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. 

11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was 

seven years and six months. 
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12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went 

out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met 

them at the pool of Gibeon. And they sat down, the one on the one side of 

the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. 

14 And Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men arise and compete before us.” 

And Joab said, “Let them arise.” 

15 Then they arose and passed over by number, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-

bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of David. 

16 And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his 

opponent’s side, so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called 

Helkath-hazzurim, which is at Gibeon. 

17 And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel 

were beaten before the servants of David. 

18 And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now 

Asahel was as swift of foot as a wild gazelle. 

19 And Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went, he turned neither to the right 

hand nor to the left from following Abner. 

20 Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Is it you, Asahel?” And he 

answered, “It is I.” 

21 Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and seize 

one of the young men and take his spoil.” But Asahel would not turn aside 

from following him. 

22 And Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from following me. Why 

should I strike you to the ground? How then could I lift up my face to your 

brother Joab?” 

23 But he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach 

with the butt of his spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And he fell 

there and died where he was. And all who came to the place where Asahel 

had fallen and died, stood still. 
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24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going down they 

came to the hill of Ammah, which lies before Giah on the way to the 

wilderness of Gibeon. 

25 And the people of Benjamin gathered themselves together behind Abner and 

became one group and took their stand on the top of a hill. 

26 Then Abner called to Joab, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not 

know that the end will be bitter? How long will it be before you tell your 

people to turn from the pursuit of their brothers?” 

27 And Joab said, “As God lives, if you had not spoken, surely the men would 

not have given up the pursuit of their brothers until the morning.” 

28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the men stopped and pursued Israel no 

more, nor did they fight anymore. 

29 And Abner and his men went all that night through the Arabah. They 

crossed the Jordan, and marching the whole morning, they came to 

Mahanaim. 

30 Joab returned from the pursuit of Abner. And when he had gathered all the 

people together, there were missing from David’s servants nineteen men 

besides Asahel. 

31 But the servants of David had struck down of Benjamin 360 of Abner’s 

men. 

32 And they took up Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his father, which 

was at Bethlehem. And Joab and his men marched all night, and the day 

broke upon them at Hebron. 



 

106  © 2014 Precept Ministries International 



  
2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles 

2 Samuel 3 

© 2014 Precept Ministries International  107 

2 Samuel 3 
Observation Worksheet 

Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________ 

THERE was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. 

And David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul became 

weaker and weaker. 

2 And sons were born to David at Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, of 

Ahinoam of Jezreel; 

3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel; and the 

third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 

4 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the 

son of Abital; 

5 and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David’s wife. These were born to David in 

Hebron. 

6 While there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, 

Abner was making himself strong in the house of Saul. 

7 Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. 

And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s 

concubine?” 

8 Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, “Am I a 

dog’s head of Judah? To this day I keep showing steadfast love to the house 

of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not given 

you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today with a fault 

concerning a woman. 

9 “God do so to Abner and more also, if I do not accomplish for David what 

the LORD has sworn to him, 

10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and set up the throne of 

David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.” 

11 And Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner another word, because he feared 

him. 
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12 And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying, “To whom does 

the land belong? Make your covenant with me, and behold, my hand shall 

be with you to bring over all Israel to you.” 

13 And he said, “Good; I will make a covenant with you. But one thing I 

require of you; that is, you shall not see my face unless you first bring 

Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see my face.” 

14 Then David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me 

my wife Michal, for whom I paid the bridal price of a hundred foreskins of 

the Philistines.” 

15 And Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Paltiel the son of 

Laish. 

16 But her husband went with her, weeping after her all the way to Bahurim. 

Then Abner said to him, “Go, return.” And he returned. 

17 And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying, “For some time past 

you have been seeking David as king over you. 

18 “Now then bring it about, for the LORD has promised David, saying, ‘By the 

hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel from the hand of the 

Philistines, and from the hand of all their enemies.’ ” 

19 Abner also spoke to Benjamin. And then Abner went to tell David at Hebron 

all that Israel and the whole house of Benjamin thought good to do. 

20 When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron, David made a feast 

for Abner and the men who were with him. 

21 And Abner said to David, “I will arise and go and will gather all Israel to 

my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you 

may reign over all that your heart desires.” So David sent Abner away, and 

he went in peace. 

22 Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a raid, bringing much 

spoil with them. But Abner was not with David at Hebron, for he had sent 

him away, and he had gone in peace. 

23 When Joab and all the army that was with him came, it was told Joab, 

“Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and he has let him go, and he has 

gone in peace.” 
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24 Then Joab went to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold, Abner 

came to you. Why is it that you have sent him away, so that he is gone? 

25 “You know that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you and to know 

your going out and your coming in, and to know all that you are doing.” 

26 When Joab came out from David’s presence, he sent messengers after 

Abner, and they brought him back from the cistern of Sirah. But David did 

not know about it. 

27 And when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the midst of 

the gate to speak with him privately, and there he struck him in the stomach, 

so that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 

28 Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, “I and my kingdom are forever 

guiltless before the LORD for the blood of Abner the son of Ner. 

29 “May it fall upon the head of Joab and upon all his father’s house, and may 

the house of Joab never be without one who has a discharge or who is 

leprous or who holds a spindle or who falls by the sword or who lacks 

bread!” 

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because he had put their 

brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon. 

31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, “Tear 

your clothes and put on sackcloth and mourn before Abner.” And King 

David followed the bier. 

32 They buried Abner at Hebron. And the king lifted up his voice and wept at 

the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. 

33 And the king lamented for Abner, saying, 
 

 “Should Abner die as a fool dies? 

34  Your hands were not bound; 

  your feet were not fettered; 

  as one falls before the wicked 

  you have fallen.” 
 

And all the people wept again over him. 
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35 Then all the people came to persuade David to eat bread while it was yet 

day. But David swore, saying, “God do so to me and more also, if I taste 

bread or anything else till the sun goes down!” 

36 And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them, as everything that 

the king did pleased all the people. 

37 So all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the 

king’s will to put to death Abner the son of Ner. 

38 And the king said to his servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a 

great man has fallen this day in Israel? 

39 “And I was gentle today, though anointed king. These men, the sons of 

Zeruiah, are more severe than I. The LORD repay the evildoer according to 

his wickedness!” 
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WHEN Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, heard that Abner had died at Hebron, his 

courage failed, and all Israel was dismayed. 

2 Now Saul’s son had two men who were captains of raiding bands; the name 

of the one was Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon 

a man of Benjamin from Beeroth (for Beeroth also is counted part of 

Benjamin; 

3 the Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have been sojourners there to this day). 

4 Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was 

five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, 

and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and 

became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 

5 Now the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out, and 

about the heat of the day they came to the house of Ish-bosheth as he was 

taking his noonday rest. 

6 And they came into the midst of the house as if to get wheat, and they 

stabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.  

7 When they came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they 

struck him and put him to death and beheaded him. They took his head and 

went by the way of the Arabah all night, 

8 and brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron. And they said to 

the king, “Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who 

sought your life. The LORD has avenged my lord the king this day on Saul 

and on his offspring.” 

9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon 

the Beerothite, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life out of every 

adversity,  
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10 when one told me, ‘Behold, Saul is dead,’ and thought he was bringing good 

news, I seized him and killed him at Ziklag, which was the reward I gave 

him for his news. 

11 “How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own 

house on his bed, shall I not now require his blood at your hand and destroy 

you from the earth?” 

12 And David commanded his young men, and they killed them and cut off 

their hands and feet and hanged them beside the pool at Hebron. But they 

took the head of Ish-bosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner at Hebron. 
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THEN all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we 

are your bone and flesh. 

2 “In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and 

brought in Israel. And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my 

people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’ ” 

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made 

a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David 

king over Israel. 

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty 

years. 

5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and at 

Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.  

6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the 

inhabitants of the land, who said to David, “You will not come in here, but 

the blind and the lame will ward you off”—thinking, “David cannot come in 

here.” 

7 Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David. 

8 And David said on that day, “Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him 

get up the water shaft to attack ‘the lame and the blind,’ who are hated by 

David’s soul.” Therefore it is said, “The blind and the lame shall not come 

into the house.” 

9 And David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And 

David built the city all around from the Millo inward. 

10 And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was 

with him. 

11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, also 

carpenters and masons who built David a house. 
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12 And David knew that the LORD had established him king over Israel, and 

that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel. 

13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he came 

from Hebron, and more sons and daughters were born to David. 

14 And these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: 

Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 

16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. 

17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, 

all the Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it and 

went down to the stronghold. 

18 Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 

19 And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will 

you give them into my hand?” And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I 

will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 

20 And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he 

said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking 

flood.” Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.  

21 And the Philistines left their idols there, and David and his men carried them 

away. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet again and spread out in the Valley of 

Rephaim. 

23 And when David inquired of the LORD, he said, “You shall not go up; go 

around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam trees. 

24 “And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, 

then rouse yourself, for then the LORD has gone out before you to strike 

down the army of the Philistines.” 

25 And David did as the LORD commanded him, and struck down the 

Philistines from Geba to Gezer. 
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