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•  There are 15 million 
artisanal and small-scale 
gold miners (ASM) with 
another 100 million people 
worldwide who depend 
on ASM for a living 
(miners, their families and 
communities)

•  Small-scale miners extract 
between 10-15% of the 
global gold supply yet 
make up 90% of the 
labour force in gold

•  Small-scale miners 
are characterised by 
high levels of poverty, 
marginalisation and 
exploitation, due to unfair 
terms of trade with traders 
and a lack of protection 
for miners’ basic human 
rights

The poverty of gold 

•  Fairtrade Gold helps 
miners and their 
communities to work their 
way out of poverty

•  Miners who comply with 
the Fairtrade Standards 
receive a Fairtrade 
Premium of $2,000 
per kilo on top of the 
guaranteed minimum price 
for their gold

•  The Fairtrade Gold miners 
comply with health and 
safety standards, no child 
labour or forced labour 
policies, environmental 
protection and all Fairtrade 
Certified Metals are conflict 
free

•  All jewellery created from 
Certified precious Metal 
sources is eligible to be 

stamped with  
the Fairtrade Stamp  
by the Assay Office.  
This indicates that the gold 
you are buying  
is traceable from  
the mine to consumer

Fairtrade Gold



Artisanal and small-scale 
miners work in very 
remote, marginal and 
harsh conditions, doing 
back breaking work to 
scrape a living. Exploited 
by some middle men, 
their access to markets 
is limited and they rarely 
receive a fair price for 
their gold.

Poor and vulnerable men, 
women and children in 
Africa, Asia and Latin 
America are driven into 
artisanal mining because 
it can offer an alternative 
living where agriculture  
or other activities are  
not possible.

Artisanal miners find it hard 
to access legal mining 
rights, pushing them into 
running informal and illegal 
operations, just to put food 
on the table. They work 
in hazardous conditions 

with little or no health 
and safety measures in 
place. The unskilled and 
often ignorant use of toxic 
chemicals such as mercury 
poses a severe risk to the 
health of the miners, their 
communities and their 
environment.

Fairtrade Certified Gold is 
a groundbreaking initiative 
that offers a real lifeline 
to these miners and their 
communities. Working with 
Fairtrade International, 
mining organisations are 
able to meet the strict 
Fairtrade Standards on 
working conditions, child 
labour, women’s rights, 
cleaner technology, 
health and safety and 
responsible environmental 
management to produce  
a gold product that can  
be stamped as Fairtrade.

In return, the miners are 

able to gain market access 
and receive  
a Fairtrade Minimum Price 
and Premium which in turn 
are used  
to develop their businesses 
and invest into their 
communities’ social 
development.

But this is just the start 
of the amazing journey. 
Millions more people 
working in artisanal mining 
in developing countries 
need the security of a 
fair price, safe working 
conditions and investment 
in their communities. 
Fairtrade Gold offers these 
groups the best chance 
to work their way out of 
poverty and exploitation. 

Be a part of the story



In just one year of selling their 
gold on Fairtrade terms, the 
miners at the Sotrami mining 
community in Peru have 
started  
to improve the living 
standards and well-being  
of their community.

Set in a desolate and remote 
part of the Andes mountains, 
the community is 70 miles 
from the nearest town, so 
the people have little or no 
access to amenities such as 
shops  
or healthcare.

The gold they have sold is 
enough to make over 4,000 
wedding rings and with the 
Fairtrade Premium they have 
earned enough to rebuild 
the primary school and buy 
toys for the younger children 
and computers for the senior 
school.

We are all hoping that the 
sales of Fairtrade Gold will 
continue to increase so more 
groups around the world 
like Sotrami can benefit from 
this exciting life changing 
movement.

In order for this to happen we 
need jewellers to support the 
Fairtrade Gold programme 
and for consumers to insist 
that their local jeweller stocks 
and retails Fairtrade Gold 
jewellery. If we can take this 
simple step as jewellers and 
consumers, we will become a 
part of the best gold story in 
the world.

To find out where you  
can make a difference 
by buying Fairtrade Gold 
jewellery please visit  
fairgold.org

Be the difference 
Santa Filomena - Peru 
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visit fairgold.org 
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