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Planning and arranging a wedding is the best preparation any couple can have for married life. It’s like 
a condensed, microcosm of married life; You have to work together, you have to support each other, 
you have to work out differences, deal with family, deal with finances, make hard decisions. 

If you can successfully plan a wedding together, the chances are, you’re well set for married life. But 
here’s the trick; it takes a lot of effort from BOTH sides to make it work.

Generally speaking, it’s the guy in the equation that needs a kick in the back-side to get involved. But 
often we don’t know where to start. After all, a lot of guys don’t even think about their wedding day 
until it’s fast approaching. We’re just wired a little differently. 

So, to give you every chance of success we’ve created this guide to help you make it to the altar a 
happy man (with a happy bride).

We’ve broken this guide into two super-helpful sections;

1 - Top Things You Can Do to Help Your Bride

2 - Getting Your Own Butt into Gear

Happy Reading :)

You’re engaged! Awesome. Congrats! But now what…?

http://www.swankybadger.com 
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Top Things You Can Do to Help Your Bride

It may seem like a daunting task, but there are 3 very simple things you can do to help your bride in 
the build up to the big day: 

It may sound obvious, but the worst thing you can do is have your fiancé feeling like she’s doing this 
all on her own. You have to be a partner. Because, turns out, that’s what marriage is all about.

Even if you’re not heavily involved, or terribly interested in certain aspects, you can at least provide 
emotional support;

 ■ Ask frequently if she needs help with anything.

 ■ Set up time each week for you to sit down with a glass of wine and go over everything.

 ■ Put together a calendar that you can fill out together to help you hit key milestones.

2 - Be Proactive
If only on a couple of things, a bit of proactivity can 
go a long way to easing the mental burden on your 
bride to be.

 ■ Do a little research. A lot of freshly-engaged 

1 - Show Interest
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guys don’t even know how much is involved in planning a wedding. Spend 30 minutes getting 
your Google on and let your fiancee know what you’ve learned and what your thoughts are.

 ■ Make suggestions. You won’t always hit a home run, but at least she’ll feel like you’re contributing 
as best you can.

 ■ Offer yourself up for help. If your suggestions are landing wide of the mark, just be a helper and 
ask to be delegated some bits and pieces.

The best thing a Groom can do to help his bride is to take ownership of the things he may have an 
interest in;

The Bride is probably going to get caught up in all of the little details, so make sure the big things are 
covered. Taking that much off her plate is a gigantic help.

3 - Take ownership 

 ■ Guys clothes

 ■ Groomsmen Gifts

 ■ Music 

 ■ Booze

 ■ Vendors

 ■ The Guest list

 ■ Honeymoon

 ■ Gathering RSVPs

 ■ Rehearsal Dinner

http://www.swankybadger.com 
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This is where you really need to start putting in the work. Your bride-to-be can certainly be helpful 
when it comes to suggestions, but this stuff is all on you, brother. Pay close attention to these 3 key 
areas and you’ll be in tip-top shape in no time!

1 - The Groomsmen Proposal
If you thought getting her to say yes was all the asking 
you’d have to do, we’ve got news for you: getting 
married is really just a series of proposals. Sorry, fellas. 
It’s true. Next on the agenda is your groomsmen 
proposal. 

Once you’ve figured out who you want to stand next 
to you on the most important day of your life, you’ll 
realize there are a million ways to ask your guys to do 
this. Here are some creative ideas…

Send a Card
If you’re worried about having to put together 
something elaborate, don’t fear. Groomsmen 
proposals needn’t be super flashy. Something as 
simple as mailing a card is a perfect way of extending 
this honor to your best guy friends, but a word to the 
wise: you shouldn’t send just any old card. 

Groom for Improvement - Getting Your Own Butt into Gear

http://www.swankybadger.com 


The Ultimate Groom Guide06 www.swankybadger.com

By “any old card,” we mean that you shouldn’t 
go to your local drugstore and buy whatever 
you find there. You can find lots of groomsmen 
proposal card options online, all of which you 
can personalize for that extra little touch. Again, 
the card doesn’t need to be elaborate. Your 
groomsmen’s name, some reference to “suiting 
up,” and the ask is all you need. 

Engrave an Invitation on a Hip Flask
In the vast world of groomsmen asking gifts, a 
hip flask is the perfect way to get the job done. 
Is there anything better than asking your best 
friends to be part of your wedding than by giving 
them a practical alcoholic gift? We think not!  

You may be wondering how your groomsmen 
will know you’re proposing to them with a hip 
flask. Easy--you can customize the hip flask with 
a personalized message asking them to be a 
groomsman engraved on the back. 

Plus, your gang can take their hip flasks with 
them to the bachelor party. Talk about a win-win!

Plan an Event
Getting all your gang together to extend their 
groomsmen invitations is a fun way to start 
the festivities. Planning an event serves two 
purposes: you can organize a fun day with your 
guys, and you can ask your buddies in person.

The event itself is entirely up to you and your 
budget. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy 
because it’s just an excuse for the ask. Some 
good ideas are wine or beer tasting, golfing, 
or going to a sporting event. Once you have 
everyone together, you can ask them all at once. 

Get Down on One Knee
Speaking of asking everyone together in person, 
when it comes to funny groomsmen invitations, 
getting down on one knee is a hilarious way to 
invite your gang to stand by your side on your 
wedding day. If your guys have got a great sense 
of humor, they’ll think it’s hilarious when you 
propose to them. 

Record a Video
Take the time to record an exclusive video for 
each of your groomsmen and try to make each 
one as personalized as possible. 

You can personalize the videos by recording 
them in a place that has special significance to 
your friendship, and tell your buddy why you 
want to include him in this exclusive group on 
your wedding day. Simple and effective.

Send a Text
Last, but certainly not least, if these groomsmen 
invitations ideas seem like too much, or if you 
know your guys won’t be into them, feel free 
to completely disregard all of them and go the 
easy route. Yep, you can just send your guys a 
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text. The groomsmen proposal doesn’t have to be overly 
complicated, but remember, groomsmen proposals and 
the best man proposal are not created equal. Since you 
will task your best man with essential things like coming 
up with cool bachelor party ideas and planning said party, 
he probably deserves at least a phone call!

Once you nail the groomsmen proposal, it’s time to start 
thinking about the next most important thing: what 
you’re going to get your best friends to thank them for 
being there for you on your big day. It’s never too early 
to get a jump on your shopping, so next we’ll take a look 
at some groomsmen gift ideas, that show your boys how 
much they really mean to you.

2 - GROOMSMEN GIFTS 
Groomsmen gifts are a tricky beast. Let’s face it, it’s probably the one time in your life you’re going 
to buy all of your buddies something cool that doesn’t flow out of a tap. There are a lot of factors to 
consider but, for us, there are two key ingredients:

Make it Personalized - There’s nothing cooler than receiving an unexpected gift that’s made just 
for you. Seeing their name or a personal message on an already awesome item makes for a special 
moment between you and your significant brother. 

Make it Enduring - If you’re going to give unique groomsmen gifts, try to make them something that 
your buddies can continue to use once the festivities have subsided. Give them a pair of socks that 
match your wedding theme, and it will be cool for a couple of hours, but give them something they’re 
able to keep using, and it’ll be cool for years to come.

So here’s a quick guide to five great choices: 

1 - The Whiskey Decanter
What’s awesome about it? - Let’s face it, it’s probably 
the classiest thing your groomsmen are ever going to 
own. It’s a home-bar staple for any aspiring man of 
distinction, and chances are they don’t already have 
one. Engrave they’re name and birth year on it, and 
with each one coming in a super-swanky gift box, it’s 
a home run every single time. You can also get them 
matching glasses if you want to make the splurge.

Why will they love it? - Not only does it give them an 
absolutely stunning piece of custom glassware, but 
it also gives them an amazing excuse to go shopping 
for a killer bottle of scotch. It’s a win win!

 Shop Here

http://www.swankybadger.com 
https://swankybadger.com/collections/whiskey-decanters


The Ultimate Groom Guide08 www.swankybadger.com

2 - The Wooden Watch

What’s awesome about it? - It’s so stylish and original 
it will knock their damn socks off. Chances are your 
groomsmen have never even seen one of these 
before. Chances are they had absolutely no idea you 
could make a watch out of wood! Truly a beautiful 
and timeless gift with some amazing personalization 
options and presented in a sexy gift box. 

Why will they love it? - There aren’t many things in 
the world that are crafted out of both cows and trees 
but this is one of them. It’s a real conversation piece, 
but be warned, it can get you in big trouble with both 
vegetarians and hippies if you’re not careful.

3 - The Cigar Box
What’s awesome about it? - Ok, they definitely don’t 
have one of these! Cigar boxes are a great groomsmen 
gift because, not only are they a beautiful standalone 
piece, but they’re also multi-functional. You can either 
fill it with a couple of nice cigars, OR you can add 
other wedding day items such as socks, ties, cufflinks 
…hip flasks ;)

Why will they love it? - It’s something that they’ll keep 
forever, whether they keep it stocked with cigars, fill 
it with keepsakes, or use it to hide their miniature 
figurine paint from people who actually have lives. 

4 - The Leather Wallet

What’s awesome about it? - It’s a super-classy looking 
accessory that they may actually keep in their pocket 
for the rest of their lives. And every time they pay for 
a round of drinks they’ll automatically be reminded 
how awesome you are. The coolest thing is the ability 
to engrave a personal message into the inside of the 
wallet. The outside is so cool that you can literally 
write anything on the inside (we encourage you to 
be as embarrassing and derogatory as possible) and 
they’re still going to use it everyday!

 Shop Here

 Shop Here

 Shop Here
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Why will they love it? - It’s a leather wallet with their initials literally engraved into it. What’s not 
to love about it? The timeless look means that, no matter what their style, or lack thereof, it will fit 
perfectly. 

5 - The Glass Hip Flask
What’s awesome about it? - Hallelujah! Gone is the 
day where you need to swig tin-flavored whiskey 
when you’re out on the move. This little glass number 
is about as swanky as a hip flask can get. It’s the 
perfect way to store your booze on the go. Discreet, 
stylish and sealed with a cork stopper, it’s an absolute 
must-have for every serious whiskey drinker.

Why will they love it? - You know, it’s not just the 
groom that gets nervous on the big day. Your boys are 
on stage too, and will appreciate a little something to 
calm the nerves. That’s the best thing about handing 
out these discreet little back-pocket boosters. And as 
the old saying goes, “Give a groomsman a fish and 
you feed him for a day. Give him a personalized glass 
Hip Flask and he’ll probably think you’re awesome for a long-ass time.”

For our full range of Groomsmen Gifts come check out our homepage right  
(HERE)

 Shop Here

3 - Clothing & Accessories
We know a lot of men are clueless about wedding 
style, so we’re going to make it easy for you to decide 
what to wear and how to accessorize on your big day.

We’ll cover the difference between men’s and women’s 
wedding accessories, accessories for groomsmen, how 
to coordinate, do’s and don’ts, what to wear, and what 
not to wear.

While there are thousands of guides for brides on 
how to dress and how to accessorize, the other side 
of the equation - what men should wear to a wedding 
- is lacking. That’s why we decided to step up to the 
plate and make your big day that much smoother and 
happier!

http://www.swankybadger.com 
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Do’s and Don’ts of Groom Accessories on 
Your Big Day

Before you accessorize or pick outfits, you need 
to understand the context of weddings in general 
and your wedding in particular. If you’re a rebel 
or a rule breaker, that goes double.

Have you ever heard that “you need to know the 
rules to break them?” That old saying is also true 
of men’s wedding accessories.

A lot of these decisions depend on other choices 
you’ll make. If you haven’t finalized your wedding 
plans yet, you’ll need to do that to make smart 
decisions about a wedding outfit and accessories 
for the groom and groomsmen.

Here are the main wedding decisions you must 
make together before you start to accessorize:

Is the wedding formal or informal?
Are you alternative or conventional?
Is it indoors or outdoors?

Once you figure out the answers to those 
questions, the decision of what to wear will get 
much easier.

THE “DO’S” OF GROOM ACCESSORIES
To make your life easier, let’s start with the five 
most important things you need to know about 
accessorizing for the wedding day.

Most rules are made to be broken, but you don’t 
want to break these rules. Ever.

Get the tux or suit right

Get the tie right

Get the shoes right

Communicate and coordinate with the bride

Coordinate with the groomsmen

TUX VS. SUIT

Everything starts with the tux or suit. When it 
comes to what to wear on your wedding day, the 
outfit you choose is the most crucial decision. 
Tuxedos carry an association with formal events 
and traditional weddings.

Suits can also be formal, but people do consider 
them to be less conventional than a tux. Match 
your decision to the formality of your wedding. 
The fit, fabric, and color of your tux or suit all 
need to be considered.

You need to dress to flatter your body type. If 
you’re tall and slim, you can wear most styles of 
tuxedos and suits and look good. If you’re skinny, 
a double-breasted suit will broaden you up.

If you are hefty but prefer to look slimmer, go 
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with a fitted suit with darts to pull in the waist. 
Darker hues will also help you look trim. If you 
want to add some height visually, a two- or 
three-button jacket with low button placement 
is your best bet.

Proper fit is more important than the cost or 
“quality” of the tux or suit. A premium off-the-
rack tux that doesn’t fit right will look bad and 
feel miserable, no matter what the price tag 
says. To test any tux or suit before you buy, get 
physical: twist, turn, raise your arms, and see 
how it feels.

If you need to spend some extra money on 
tailoring, it’s worth it, even if you spend less on 
renting or buying the tux or suit. Most shops are 
willing to tailor your outfit, whether you rent or 
purchase.

Here’s what to look for to achieve a perfect fit:

Jacket sleeve hem below your wrist bone

A quarter to half an inch of cuff showing 
beyond the sleeve

Bottom hem of the jacket covers your butt

Jacket vent stays shut

Shirt and jacket collar lie flat

Pants are comfortable both standing and 
sitting

Pant hem covers the top third of your shoes

Now you know the most important things about 
fit, but there are a lot of intangible qualities that 
also matter. With all things, but especially with 
the tux or suit decision, go with your gut feeling 
in the end.

USING TIES TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

Now that you’ve got an idea of the differences 
between tuxes and suits, it only gets easier from 
here.

You’ve got three main tie options:
Bowtie (most formal)
Necktie (in-between)
No tie (least formal)

Most men opt to wear a bowtie with a tux, but 
some guys can pull off a necktie and tux combo.

Going without a tie can look great - especially 
for less formal weddings or outdoor weddings - 
but if you choose to go tieless, make sure you 
have a shirt with a nice crisp collar that will hold 
its shape.

THE SHOES MAKE THE MAN

Shoes are like ties in that you must coordinate 
them according to your overall look. If you chose 
a formal tuxedo, go with a high-end black leather 
shoe. We prefer a matte finish to gloss, but it’s 
your decision.

http://www.swankybadger.com 
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Brown leather shoes are less formal than black 
leather shoes, but they can look great with blue 
suits or other colorful suits. Brown also holds an 
association with the outdoors, so it’s an excellent 
choice if your wedding has an earthier vibe.

Leather soled shoes, in general, look better than 
rubber soles; they’re classier, and they won’t 
squeak. No matter what shoes you choose, be 
sure to break them in at home before the big day.

Depending on your style and what type of 
wedding you have planned, you may want to 
make a statement with shoes. Some guys wear 
Converse Chuck Taylors, and others wear black-
and-white Oxfords or accessorize with colorful 
socks.

Make sure the groom’s shoes don’t clash with 
the groomsmen’s shoes.

Communicate and Coordinate Groom 
Accessories Across The Wedding Party
If you’ve started making decisions about your 
suit, tie, and shoes, congratulations! Things only 
get easier from here - now you get to make some 
fun decisions like accessory details, and how to 
coordinate with the groomsmen.

Everyone will agree that the bride and groom 
should have the final say about how the wedding 
party dresses, but if you don’t maintain proper 
communication it’s going to be challenging to 
make everything work correctly.

WHAT ABOUT WATCHES?

If your groomsmen are wearing simple attire that 
loosely matches the groom’s apparel, which is 
fine for less formal weddings, one easy way to 
coordinate a match is with an accessory like a 
wooden watch.

We suggest classic timepieces  if you and your 
bros are conventional, or wooden watches for a 
more unconventional look. If you want to go the 
extra mile, think about tailoring your groomsmen 
gifts to this end.

Buying your groomsmen matching, personalized 
watches, like this one, is a great way to ensure 
you’re all on the same page. Plus, it’s an 
affordable, awesome gift that will make your 
groomsmen love you and keep your all of your 
wedding accessories on point.

http://www.swankybadger.com 
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THE DON’TS OF GROOM ACCESSORIES
Repeat after me: weddings last a day, wedding photos last forever.

Now that you know what to do, we’re going to tell you what not to do, so you don’t commit a wardrobe 
faux pas that will haunt you or lead to teasing by your kids or grandkids.

In the spirit of ripping the band-aid off quick, here’s the “don’t” list:

Don’t match the bride
Don’t clash with the bride
Don’t wear a belt and suspenders together
Don’t wear a belt with a tuxedo
Don’t wear the same ties as the groomsmen
Don’t wear the same outfit as everyone else

The groom’s accessories and attire should coordinate with the bride, but not directly match her. If she 
wears a white wedding dress, don’t wear a white suit!

You also shouldn’t clash with the bride. The worst cases of clashing involve things like two different 
hues of blue, or different levels of formality (like jeans on the groom and a white wedding dress on the 
bride). Now that we mention it, just don’t wear denim to your wedding, period.
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Belts are good, and suspenders are good, but belts + suspenders = bad. Both are designed to hold 
your pants up, so don’t wear them together.

Belts also do not go with tuxedos. You can wear nothing with a tuxedo, or you can wear suspenders 
if you need to hold your pants up, but steer clear of combining a belt and tux!

If you’re wearing a tie or bowtie, it needs to be different from what your groomsmen wear. Your 
groomsmen can wear matching ties, or not, depending on your preference.  If you’re wearing a bowtie, 
an excellent way to coordinate without matching is to have all the grooms wear neckties.

The groom should stand out from the groomsmen. The rule here for suits is “similar, not identical.” You 
can still match and coordinate in different areas like tie color, type of fabric, suit color and cut, and 
accessories like cufflinks or pocket squares.

Speaking of pocket squares, if you’re wearing a formal tux, white is your safest color bet. Otherwise, 
you can be bolder and more experimental with your color selection.

Other Suggestions for A Grooms’ Wedding Accessories
Now that you know the major do’s and don’ts of wedding day accessories for grooms and groomsmen, 
we’re going to share more of our favorite suggestions that can make your wedding day outfit pop.

Men’s Accessories That Go The Extra Mile
A buttonhole (boutonnière) for the groom to match the bride’s bouquet
A classy watch
Heirloom cufflinks

Leave these decisions for after you’ve made your most significant decisions - suit, tie, and shoes. One 
or more of these accessories will show that you have excellent attention to detail and can visually tie 
together the whole wedding ensemble.

Other than not making regrettable decisions, the most important takeaway of this guide is to let your 
personality come through and experiment with your wedding wardrobe and accessories. Coordinate, 
communicate, and make sure you don’t make any last-minute decisions during crunch time!

IN CONCLUSION
We hope you found this guide helpful and 
practical. Whatever you do, make sure to 
always set aside some time to discuss the big 
day with your Bride-to-Be, and to help her out 
with any tasks you may consider yourself useful 
for. Then take care of your own bits and pieces, 
with plenty of time to spare, and a happy and 
stress-free wedding is sure to follow. 

We wish you the very best :)

www.swankybadger.com
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